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At House of Raeford Farms, Inc., one of the top ten largest poultry processors in the nation, we provide chicken and turkey products to the foodservice, retail, and export markets. We are a family-owned and operated company based out of Rose Hill, North Carolina with additional facilities located in Georgia, Louisiana, North Carolina, and South Carolina. We take pride in our workforce which numbers over 6,000, and we are committed to protecting and maintaining the health and safety of our employees. House of Raeford:  The one with Real taste
.

Tobacco NEWS
Tobacco Watch on FDA: A U.S. House Committee has approved a measure that would give the FDA broad new authority to regulate tobacco products. Under the proposal, which passed 38-12, the FDA would be allowed to reduce nicotine levels and require larger and more informative health warnings on cigarette packs. A Senate committee has already approved similar legislation. Republicans on the Energy and Commerce Committee were divided on the legislation, with 11 voting for it. Those who opposed it said the agency has had enough trouble ensuring the safety of the nation's food supply and medicine. 

Tobacco Firms Win an Appeals Round: Tobacco companies have won a legal round over smokers who claim they were misled about the health effects of light cigarettes.  The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Manhattan overturned class-action status on Thursday for a lawsuit seeking at least $200 billion on behalf of tens of millions of smokers.  The defendants -- including Marlboro maker Philip Morris USA; its biggest U.S. rival, North Carolina-based R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co.; and other manufacturers -- prefer trying each case on its own, saying circumstances for each smoker vary widely. Theodore M. Grossman, a lawyer for the tobacco companies, said the ruling has "tremendous significance," in part because there were similar class-action lawsuits pending in various states which make the same claims. The lawsuit says tobacco companies promoted light cigarettes as a lower-risk alternative to regular cigarettes, even though their internal documents allegedly showed they knew the risks were about the same. The class may consist of as many as 60 million people, lawyers say.
Business NEWS

State Ports: A real estate fund manager is proposing to build a 975,000-square-foot warehouse and distribution center in Leland, the State Ports Authority announced Tuesday. The authority said in a news release that BPG Properties Ltd., a Philadelphia-area fund manager, wants to build the North Carolina Port Industrial Facility in Leland Industrial Park. The authority said the facility would bring hundreds of jobs to Brunswick County and tens of thousands of new containers through the Port of Wilmington.

Washington NEWS

Meat Companies Urge Congress to Leave Mexico Trucking Program Intact:  Major meat processing companies joined other agricultural interests in urging Congress to resist efforts to shut down the Department of Transportation's Cross Border Trucking Pilot Program with Mexico.  Under the pilot program started last year, Mexican trucks can now enter the United States. In 2001, a North American Free Trade Agreement dispute settlement panel ruled that blanket exclusion of Mexican trucking firms violated U.S. obligations under NAFTA.   Congress, however, attached a rider to the 2008 appropriations bill intended to stop the administration's pilot program by pulling its funding. Earlier this month, Sen. Byron Dorgan (D-N.D.) called for an investigation into why the program was continuing.   In a letter sent to all members of Congress, agricultural interests expressed concern that if the pilot program did not continue, Mexico could retaliate to the tune of $2 billion in lost trade annually, which would include U.S. agricultural exports such as beef, pork and poultry.  Highway safety has been the main argument against cross border trucking with Mexico.  The letter was signed by dozens of companies and associations, including Hormel Foods, Smithfield Foods, Tyson Foods, Cargill Inc., American Meat Institute, National Pork Producers Council and U.S. Meat Export Federation.
Beginning Farmers Tax Incentive Act:  Sen. Chuck Hagel (R-Neb.) recently re-introduced legislation (S.2637) to provide an incentive for active agricultural producers to sell their farmland to beginning farmers and ranchers. Rep. Lee Terry (R-Neb.) has introduced companion legislation (H.R. 5134) in the House.  Hagel said the legislation is critical to the future of agriculture because more than half of the nation's producers will reach retirement age in the next ten to fifteen years.  The legislation would provide three tiers of tax breaks according to type of sale. Under tier one, active farmers and ranchers selling their land to a beginning farmer or rancher would benefit from a 100% reduction in the capital gains tax rate, up to $500,000 of a single sale. Tier two would allow active farmers and ranchers selling land to someone keeping the land in agricultural production to receive a 50% reduction in the capital gains tax rate. Ttier three provides that active farmers and ranchers selling land to anyone would receive a 25% reduction in the capital gains tax rate. 
Legislative NEWS

Park Smoking: Raleigh officials may ask lawmakers to allow them to ban smoking in children's play areas or athletic fields in city parks. A measure approved last year prohibits smoking in state government buildings and enables local governments to restrict smoking in city buildings, health departments, schools and on public transit. But the law says nothing about smoking in children's play areas or athletic fields in city parks. On Tuesday, the city's Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board put forward a resolution calling on the Raleigh City Council to lobby the General Assembly to allow the banning of smoking in city-owned parks. 

Wright's Replacement: Democrats from the district once represented by former Rep. Thomas Wright have chosen his replacement. The 18th House District's Executive Committee, a group of Democratic Party members that exists only in the event of naming a replacement, has selected Sandra Spaulding Hughes to replace Wright. Hughes is a former member of Wilmington's city council. She will finish out the remainder of Wright's term. She faces Wright and Hollis Briggs, a chef and community activist, in the Democratic primary in May. 
Environment NEWS        
Pigeon River: Tennessee lawmakers have approved a measure that would require stricter water quality monitoring on the Pigeon River. The legislation is apparently in response to a papermill in Canton, N.C., which -- for more than 100 years -- has dumped discharges from a bleaching process into the river before it flows into Tennessee. The bill would require the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation to test water from the center of the river within a quarter mile of the NC line. The measure needs the signature of Tennessee Gov. Phil Bredesen to  become law. 
Waterfront Access: State officials announced Wednesday that 13 projects, including two ocean fishing piers, will receive state funds earmarked to improve public access along the coast's rapidly developing waterfront. Louis Daniel, director of the N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries, approved about $20 million for sites that can be used by commercial and recreational fishermen, recreational boaters and the marine industry. 
USDA NEWS        
Too Many Pigs Push Hog Futures Markets Down:  USDA's quarterly Hogs and Pigs report on Friday revealed more U.S. hogs than expected, driving hog futures markets down on Monday and not boding well for live hog prices for the rest of 2008.   USDA reported the inventory of all hogs and pigs on March 1, 2008 was 65.9 million head, up 7 percent from a year ago, and well above analysts' expectation of a roughly 4.5 percent rise from last year. The December 2007-February 2008 pig crop, at 28.1 million head, was up 6 percent from a year ago.   Hog futures markets fell by the daily limit in early trading Monday and closed just above the daily limit declines, but still sharply lower.   The report also showed 5 percent more sow farrowings in the December-February period as well as larger average pig litters, due in part to the success of the circovirus vaccine.  Paragon Economics President Steve Meyer said the report indicates hog supplies will remain large through September, pressuring live hog prices at the same time prospects of fewer corn acres being planted will boost feeding costs. He predicted live hog prices averaging as much as $10-$15 per hundredweight below the cost of production this year.   Good news in the report was evidence the sow herd is at least starting to slow. March-May farrowing intentions were up only slightly from a year ago and June-August farrowing intentions were down 2 percent compared with a year ago.

NCDA News
Hay Program: State Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler said Tuesday that a program aimed at helping livestock owners affected by the drought get hay is entering its second phase in which the state agriculture department will use the remaining money from the Golden LEAF grant for reimbursements on shipments of in-state hay and alternative forage delivered this year between Jan. 1 and April 30. Application deadline is May 1. Because reimbursements will be made on a first-come, first-served basis while funds last, livestock owners should submit applications quickly.  Applications and eligibility criteria are at www.ncagr.com/hayalert/goldenhay.htm.
Planting Report Released:  North Carolina farmers say they will plant more acres of soybeans, hay, tobacco and sweet potatoes than last year, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Prospective Plantings report released Monday. Meanwhile, cotton acreage may see its lowest mark in 15 years.  Growers in the state intend to plant 1.6 million acres of soybeans this year, up 13 percent from a year ago and the highest acreage since 1989, the report said.  Wheat acreage in the state is now projected to be 820,000 acres, a record high. A USDA report last fall had projected 800,000 acres of winter wheat in the state.  “Soybean prices are strong, and it looks like many farmers want to plant soybeans after they harvest their winter wheat,” said Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler. “If the weather cooperates, wheat and soybeans could be a profitable combination for North Carolina farmers this year.”  It appears that North Carolina will remain the nation’s top producer of tobacco and sweet potatoes, with acreages projected to see gains of 1 percent and 7 percent, respectively.  Hay acreage, which was devastated by the drought last year, is projected to increase by 3 percent to 720,000 acres.  North Carolina growers planted 1.1 million acres of corn last year, only to see yields suffer because of the drought. “That painful memory and higher fertilizer prices could be factors in their intention to plant only 920,000 acres this year,” Troxler said.  Cotton acreage will drop for the second consecutive year, to 420,000 acres, the lowest mark since 1993. If the projection holds, cotton acreage will be less than half of what it was just two years ago.  The report is available at www.usda.gov/nass/PUBS/TODAYRPT/pspl0308.pdf. 
Commodity News
N.C. Pilot Program Transforms Hog Waste Into Electricity:  Registration is open for North Carolina's Swine Farm Methane Capture Pilot Program, which will choose up to 50 farms to sell electricity converted from hog waste's methane gas.  The program, proposed more than a year ago, was authorized by the state's General Assembly last summer.  Selected farms will capture methane gas generated by their waste systems either by full or partial lagoon covers and use the gas to generate electricity. The methane conversion systems must be operational with electricity available for purchase by Sept. 1, 2010.  For more information or to register for the program, go to http://www.enr.state.nc.us/DSWC/pages/methane_capture.html. 

Cuts in Chicken Production:  Baldwin, Ga.-based poultry processor Fieldale Farms announced Thursday it will reduce live chicken production by 5 percent.   "It's a tough decision to make, but, unfortunately, the markets we sell in have not yet caught up to the rapidly rising cost of feed, and it seems to be getting worse," Executive Vice President Gus Arrendale said in a statement.   A five percent production cut at Fieldale represents about 160,000 head per week ,according to Executive Vice President Tom Hensley.   Fieldale has had trouble passing on cost increases to both foodservice and retail customers. "Every time we try to increase prices, one of our competitors comes in with a price lower than our previous price," Hensley said.  Pilgrim's Pride, the nation's largest poultry processor, has responded to increasing price pressure by closing its Slier City, N.C., plant in March, but has not cut production at its other facilities. 
Mark Your Calendar
N.C. Agritourism Networking Association will be hosting a series of statewide workshops.  More information is available at www.ncagr.com/agritourism.

The State Water Infrastructure Commission will meet on Tuesday, April 8 at 8:30 a.m., The Rural Center, 4021 Carya Dr., Raleigh.
The fifth annual N.C. Sustainable Energy Conference will begin on Tuesday, April 8. The two-day conference is hosted by the State Energy Office of the N.C. Department of Administration, Jane S. McKimmon Conference and Training Center, Raleigh. Contact: SEO, 733-2230.

The North Carolina Pesticide Board will meet on Tuesday, April 8 at 10 a.m., L.Y. Ballentine Building, 2109 Blue Ridge Rd., Raleigh. Contact: NCPB, 733-3556.
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