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TW Garner Food Company began in 1929 when Thad W. Garner, at age 17, bought the Dixie Pig Barbecue stand in Winston-Salem. He was joined by his father, Samuel W. Garner, and brothers, Harold and Ralph. The company remains a family owned and operated business. TW Garner Food Company is best known for its Texas Pete ® brand of sauces; Garners ® jams, jellies and preserves and most recently Green Mountain Gringo ® salsas and tortilla strips round out the company’s product lines. Garner Foods was selected in 2003 as the Mass Mutual Family Business of the Year. In 2004, the company was honored by Business North Carolina magazine as Small Business of the Year. TW Garner Food Company is proud to support the North Carolina Agribusiness Council. For More Information about TW Garner or any of their products, please visit their website at www.texaspete.com

Business NEWS
CME to Expand Lean Hog Contract Listings:  The Chicago Mercantile Exchange will add two trading months to its lean hog futures trading contracts, bringing the number of months investors can trade on to 11.   Effective Thursday, May 15, 2008, with the expiration of the May 2008 Lean Hog futures contract on May 14, 2008, CME Group will list July 2009 and August 2009 futures contracts on both the trading floor and the CME Globex platform.
Washington NEWS

Bush Will Veto Farm Bill:  President Bush will veto the 2007 farm bill.   "I have visited face to face with our President and he was direct and plain. The President will veto this bill," Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer said just hours after House and Senate conferees held a news conference to announce completion of the bill.   Schafer said the bill failed to include much needed reform and increased spending by nearly $20 billion.  
Candidates Join Calls for Ethanol Reform:  Presidential candidates Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and Sen. Barak Obama (D-Ill.) both recently called for corn-based ethanol policy change, with Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.) calling for research into more non-corn ethanol inputs. McCain was one of 23 Republican senators signing a letter initiated by Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-Texas) on Friday asking the Environmental Protection Agency to reconsider current corn-based ethanol mandates.   Also last week, food industry groups sent a letter to Congress asking for ethanol policy reform and Texas Governor Rick Perry asked the EPA grant a 50 percent waiver to the renewable fuels mandate for his state, citing escalating food costs.  On Monday, however, Sen. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa), whose grain farmer constituency has profited from rising corn prices, said it would be a mistake to single out ethanol policies. He cited strong demand for food imports in Asia abetted by the weak U.S. dollar, high energy costs, and poor harvests in key producing regions such as Australia and Europe as other contributing factors to soaring food prices.
Lawmakers Debate Animal Virus Research:  Lawmakers are debating legislation to give national security officials full control over whether to move research of highly contagious foot-and-mouth disease from an isolated island laboratory to the U.S. mainland near herds of livestock.  The virus does not infect humans.  Sen. Saxby Chambliss, the Senate Agriculture Committee's top Republican, supports moving the virus research, and Athens, Ga., is one of the candidate sites for the government's new lab. The other possible locations are Manhattan, Kan.; Butner, N.C.; San Antonio; and Flora, Miss.  Democratic leaders of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, some community activists and some livestock groups say it's too dangerous to bring foot-and-mouth research near commercial herds, although the livestock industry is divided. 
Legislative NEWS

Legislature Looks at Closing Agriculture Research Facilities:  A legislative staff report recommends closing seven of the state-run stations. The committee met Thursday morning to hear findings from a state report that recommends selling and closing seven agricultural research stations - including the Castle Hayne facility and its 50-acre substation off of Holly Shelter Road.  Research stations in Whiteville, Waynesville Oxford, Butner, Laurel Springs and Reidsville are also among the sites recommended to be closed and sold.  The committee's proposal also calls for transferring control of the research stations from the N.C. Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services to N.C. State University. The agriculture department manages all 18 stations but only owns 12, the remaining sites are owned by N.C. State.  The recommendations could save the state about $55 million. The General Assembly would have to approve any changes, state officials said.  State Rep. Carolyn Justice, R-Pender, who is on the legislative committee, said she sees the benefits of closing down some of the research stations, but she is concerned about how it will affect the local farmers and consumers.

Easley to Seek Poultry Changes:  Gov. Mike Easley will ask lawmakers for additional money, staff and authority to determine how often North Carolina's poultry workers are hurt on the job and whether companies are treating them humanely.  In his budget proposal, Easley plans to request funding to hire two occupational health nurses and two industrial hygienists who would regularly visit poultry plants and funding for the N.C. Department of Labor so that it can fill workplace inspector jobs and other positions now frozen due to federal funding cutbacks.  He is also proposing legislation requiring all large poultry plants to keep a licensed nurse or physician's assistant on site as well as adding requirements for poultry plants to keep records detailing each time an employee complains about a workplace injury -- and showing how the company handled the complaint.  Some legislative leaders said they were receptive to Easley's proposal, though they have not yet gotten the details. The poultry industry also wanted more information.
Easley's Budget:  Gov. Mike Easley has released additional details about his budget proposal, saying it will provide $31 million in new spending aimed at helping needy children and other vulnerable groups. The figures released Thursday also show money going to increase funding for a health care initiative designed to improve care for certain chronic conditions, increase inspections at poultry plants, support homeowners facing foreclosure, increase educational efforts to limit farm workers' exposure to pesticides and increase funding for rape victim assistance.
Taxes Tank: For a second straight election, local tax options didn't fare too well. On Tuesday night, voters in 18 counties rejected local sales tax options, while those in four counties voted down land transfer taxes. Two counties, Cumberland and Haywood, approved the quarter cent sales tax increase. Land transfer tax referendums failed in Gates, Orange, Ashe and Tyrrell counties.

Campaign NEWS
Miller's Support:  U.S. Rep. Brad Miller has endorsed Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama. Miller and two undecided colleagues met with Obama in Washington on Thursday afternoon. Miller said afterward that Obama has shown he can inspire people and bring fundamental change to the country.   There are five uncommitted superdelegates remaining, and Miller said Obama's afternoon meeting included two of them -- U.S. Reps. Bob Etheridge and Mike McIntyre. McIntyre's staff did not return calls seeking comment, and an Etheridge spokeswoman said the meeting did not immediately sway his vote. 



USDA NEWS


HSUS Shoots Video of Downed Cattle at Auction Houses:  The Humane Society of the United States said it met with Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer last week to discuss videos it shot during April and May of downer cattle being ignored or mistreated at auction houses in Maryland, New Mexico, Pennsylvania and Texas.   HSUS called on USDA to impose civil and criminal penalties for inhumane handling, require immediate humane euthanasia of all nonambulatory livestock and disallow slaughter for consumption of any downed animals. AMI President J. Patrick Boyle said livestock, their handlers and the meat industry all benefit from humane handling and urged livestock producers to adhere to proper culling practices to ensure that only healthy animals are sent to market. He said animals depicted in the videos would not have passed USDA inspection or entered the food supply.

New FSIS Notice Waives Inspection Mark for Carcasses Carcasses that will remain in the same establishment for further processing no longer need to have the mark of inspection applied after slaughter, the Food Safety and Inspection Service said in its most recent notice. All facilities must meet conditions, however, to ensure that unmarked carcasses do not leave the establishment, and that only edible, inspected product is moved to fabrication.




Immigration NEWS

Shuler’s Immigration Bill Runs Into Opposition:  Rep. Heath Shuler’s immigration bill to require employers to verify the legal status of new hires ran into a competing bill Tuesday and critics who worried it would overtax the Social Security Administration.  Shuler’s proposal would require employers to use E-Verify, a Department of Homeland Security program that is currently voluntary and relies on Social Security data to verify workers’ legal immigration status.  Shuler’s bill,also would strengthen border security and increase spending on court facilities to handle illegal immigration cases.  But his bill has not won the support of House Democratic leaders, and Tuesday’s hearing was the first since the legislation was introduced in November.  Shuler said E-Verify is working and 1,000 new employers are tapping into the program every week. Nine states require some or all employers to use E-Verify, including North Carolina, which mandates state agencies and universities use it.


E-Verify Program Unveils Updates to Reduce False Mismatches:  The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) agency announced it has made three improvements to its E-Verify employment authorization program in order to reduce false mismatch rates.  The changes are: 1)The E-Verify system now includes naturalization data, so that employers can instantly confirm the citizenship status of naturalized U.S. citizens. Traditionally, naturalized citizens who had not yet updated their records with the Social Security Administration have been the largest category of individuals to get a false mismatch notice back through E-Verify. (Those who still get a mismatch notice can now call USCIS directly to resolve the issue, or can go to an SSA field office. 2) E-Verify now has real-time arrival data from the Integrated Border Inspection System, which should reduce the number of immigration status-related mismatches for newly arriving workers who are in the U.S. legally. 3) USCIS plans to begin sharing citizenship status records information with the Social Security Administration, to provide the most up-to-date citizenship status data and help prevent tentative non-confirmation notices from occurring. E-Verify also plans to check against Department of State passport records in the near future.

USCIS says 64,000 employers participate in E-Verify, and that about 1,000 more companies enroll every week.
Commodity NEWS

Pork, Chicken Prices May Rise in Next Wave of Food Inflation:  Americans may be getting another helping of food inflation, and it seems likely to come from higher prices for chicken and pork.  Overall food inflation could double this year, lifted by the rising costs of fuel, corn and soybeans, some analysts predict.  Food inflation hit 4 percent last year, up from 2.4 percent in 2006. While beef prices were already high, chicken and pork prices didn't reflect record costs for feed and fuel. That's poised to change as chicken and pig producers who have been losing money slaughter more animals to decrease the supply and raise the prices they can charge.
Corn Planting Behind, But Still in Ballpark for Trend Yields:  In its weekly crop progress report, USDA said 27 percent of the corn crop has been planted in the 18 top producing states compared with 45 percent planted by this time last year and the five-year average of 59 percent planted by this date. A week ago, just 10 percent of the crop was in the ground.   The progress was in line with analysts' expectations that Monday's report would show 25 percent or more of the crop planted. The corn crop could still produce trend yields if about half the crop is planted by this time next week and if growing conditions this summer are favorable.   Depending on total acreage, the question is whether trend yields will suffice to meet demand without rationing use with higher prices. On March 31, USDA predicted farmers would plant about 7.6 million fewer acres of corn than last year. USDA will issue its first estimate of how many acres were actually planted on June 30.
Mark Your Calendar
The N.C. Division of Water Quality will hold a two-day forum on water monitoring programs beginning on Wednesday, May 14 at 8:15 a.m., University of North Carolina at Charlotte. 
The Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Natural and Economic Resources will meet on Wednesday, May 14 at 8:30 a.m., 423 Legislative Office Building.



North Carolina State University Horse Forage Management Short Course will be held on Friday, May 16, Ramada Inn Blue Ridge, Raleigh. Special emphasis on maximizing forages and hay or pasture to economically meet horses' nutrient requirements..

The Habitat and Water Quality Advisory Committee will meet on Monday, May 19 at 1 p.m., Department of Environment and Natural Resources, 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington. 

The Joint Legislative Commission on Seafood and Aquaculture will meet on Monday, May 19 at 4 p.m., 544 Legislative Office Building.

The Environmental Management Commission will hold a public hearing on proposed rules regarding water quality and management on Thursday, May 22 at 6 p.m., Philadelphia Presbyterian Church, Kerr Building, 11501 Bain School Road, Charlotte. 
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