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At House of Raeford Farms, Inc., one of the top ten largest poultry processors in the nation, we provide chicken and turkey products to the foodservice, retail, and export markets. We are a family-owned and operated company based out of Rose Hill, North Carolina with additional facilities located in Georgia, Louisiana, North Carolina, and South Carolina. We take pride in our workforce which numbers over 6,000, and we are committed to protecting and maintaining the health and safety of our employees. House of Raeford:  The one with Real taste

Washington NEWS
Bush Implemented Peru Trade Deal to Chagrin of House Democrats:  House Democrats expressed frustration today with President George W. Bush’s decision to implement a free-trade agreement between Peru and the United States just days before leaving office.  The pact removes trade barriers for U.S. services and lowers or eliminates tariffs on a number of American products shipped into the South American country. Democrats contend the agreement does not go far enough to protect American workers and the environment, and will contribute to businesses shipping jobs overseas.  The agreement will be fully in effect on Feb. 1. 

Burr’s Committee Assignments:  U.S. Senator Richard Burr (R-NC) was re-elected to serve in his role as Ranking Member on the Senate Committee on Veterans' Affairs and will also continue to serve on the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP), and the Select Committee on Intelligence. Along with these positions, Senator Burr has also been assigned to the Committee on Armed Services.  Additionally, last week, Senator Burr was asked to serve as Chief Deputy Whip. 

Coble’s Assignments:  U.S. Rep. Howard Coble (R-NC) has been appointed as the Ranking Member of the newly-formed Subcommittee on Courts and Competition Policy.  Congressman Coble has also been appointed to a second new Judiciary panel for the 111th Congress.  Rep. Coble also announced that he will retain the same three subcommittee assignments on the Transportation and Infrastructure committee and that he has been appointed to the Subcommittee on Commercial and Administrative Law, a new assignment for this Congress.  

Senate Confirms Vilsack as Ag Secretary:  The Senate has confirmed former Iowa Gov. Tom Vilsack as the new secretary of agriculture. Senate Agriculture Committee Chairman Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) said as governor, Vilsack built a strong record in promoting renewable energy, rural economic opportunity and conservation. 

Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program:  The long awaited rule for the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (as titled in the Federal Register) was released this week and published in the Federal Register.  The rule is effective on January 16, 2009 and the deadline for comments is March 17. Go to www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html and type in "NRCS" in the search box.  You will find FRPP as #6 in the results list. 

COOL, Other Laws on Hold for Obama Review:  The long, winding and very bumpy road for mandatory country-of-origin labeling law and other legislation could continue as President Barack Obama's administration on Wednesday ordered all federal agencies to freeze new or pending regulations of the Bush administration until the new camp approves them.  
Legislative NEWS

Basnight Suggests Tobacco, Alcohol Tax Hike:  Tax hikes on cigarettes and alcohol could be part of the formula to dig out of the state's current budget crunch, Senate leader Marc Basnight said on Thursday. Speaking to reporters just days before the start of this year's legislative session, Basnight said he didn't support broader tax hikes and opposed any increase in the gas tax to boost highway spending. But increases in cigarette and alcohol taxes "would be in order," he said. He also talked about closing tax loopholes, fee increases and program cuts -- without providing any specifics -- as possibilities in the upcoming legislative session. 

Commodity NEWS

Pork Producers Sue EPA Over Emissions Rule:  The National Pork Producers Council on Monday filed a lawsuit in federal court challenging the U.S. EPA's decision to require livestock farms to file air emissions reports under the Environmental Protection and Community Right To Know Act (EPCRA). NPPC also is alleging that EPA violated the due process rights of farmers by failing to develop an adequate system to accept the reports.  In the lawsuit, NPPC is challenging EPA's decision to exclude livestock operations from the EPCRA agriculture exemption and asking the court to prevent EPA from enforcing the rule until the agency develops a system that will allow producers to comply.

Popular Herbicide Under Fire: The National Resources Defense Council has filed a petition with the EPA to revoke all tolerances and cancel all registrations for the pesticide 2,4-D.  The EPA concluded its Re-registration Eligibility Decision (RED) of the popular herbicide in 2005, following a 17-year review process. In 2007, following more than 21 years of research and agency review, the Agency was able to determine that no correlation exists between 2,4-D and human cancer. An economic evaluation by the U.S.D.A. concluded that the loss of 2,4-D would cost the U.S. economy $1.7 billion annually in higher food production and/or alternate weed control expenses. Submit comments by docket identification (ID) number EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0877,  at www.regulations.gov. 


125-Plus Products Recalled in Peanut Outbreak:  More than 125 products have been recalled in a salmonella-and-peanuts investigation that keeps getting bigger, federal health officials said Wednesday. The list ranges from goodies like cookies and ice cream to energy bars. Even food for dogs may not be entirely safe, with a national company recalling some of its dog treats.  No major brands of peanut butter sold in jars are implicated. In this investigation, the common denominator is that all the products contain peanut paste or peanut butter made at a Peanut Corp. of America plant in Blakely, Ga.  At least 486 people in more than 40 states have gotten sick since the outbreak began in the fall. Six have died. North Carolina has reported six cases of illness, including one death. 
Business NEWS

NC Carving Plant to Close After 75 Years:  A North Carolina wood products plant that has been in business for 75 years is closing because of a decline in its customer base.  Commercial Carving Co. will shut down next month.  Company president Bill Murphy said the firm won't file for bankruptcy. 
Environmental NEWS

Oil Drilling Panel Named:  Legislative leaders have named a 24-member panel, none of its members legislators, that will explore the effects of oil drilling off the North Carolina coast. The study committee will be headed by former UNC-Wilmington chancellor James Leutze and Environmental Defense Fund scientist Doug Rader. The committee also includes university researchers, industry representatives and coastal residents. Senate leader Basnight has said in the past that he expects a review to take more than a year. 

Campaign NEWS
Smith Not Running for GOP Chair:  Former Sen. Fred Smith says he will not run for chairman of the state Republican Party. Smith, a Clayton businessman, said with the downturn in the economy he needed to focus on his real estate development and paving business. Marcus Kindley, a Guilford County stock broker is running. Former state Sen. Woody White and Lee County Commissioner Chad Adams are considering a bid for the post. David Robinson recently announced his candidacy for the post and Guilford County stockbroker Marcus Kindley is already running for the position.
Young Announces Run for Democratic Chair:  Former Buncombe County Commissioner David Young announced Thursday that he is running for state Democratic Party chair. District chairman Luke Hyde and vice chair Dannie Montgomery are also in the race. Statesville attorney David Parker dropped out of the running Thursday after learning of Young's candidacy. Former Senate candidate Jim Neal also dropped out of the race Thursday, saying he would be unable to work full time in the job.
People NEWS

Former Rep. Kornegay Dies:  Horace Kornegay, an ardent defender of cigarette manufacturers as a member of the U.S. House and later as Big Tobacco's chief spokesman, died Wednesday. He was 84. The Democrat joined Congress in the 1960s and defended the cigarette industry in the wake of a 1964 Surgeon General report that tied smoking to health problems. After four terms, Kornegay moved in 1969 to the Tobacco Institute, an industry trade group.

Former Senator Dies:  Former Sen. Ken Harris, Charlotte's first Republican mayor of the 20th century, has died last week at the age of 73 after battling Alzheimer's. 
Lobbyist Roger Bone Dies: one of North Carolina's most influential lobbyists, has died at the age of 69. Bone served in the House from 1979 to 1981. Funeral services will be held on Wednesday, January 28 - 3:00 pm Englewood United Methodist Church in Rocky Mount.
Former Governor Bob Scott Dies: a member of North Carolina's most famous political family, died Friday at the age of 79. Scott was the state's chief executive from 1969 to 1973, a time of social unrest arising from racial divisions and the Vietnam War. Before that, he served a term as lieutenant governor. In later years, Scott served as Executive Vice President of the NC Agribusiness Council and then  president of the state's 58-campus community college system. Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. Tuesday at Hawfields Presbyterian Church in Mebane.
USDA NEWS
Commercial -Scale Cellulosic Ethanol Plant Gets Loan: Ag Secretary Ed Schafer announced that USDA Rural Development has approved the first ever loan guarantee to a commercial-scale cellulosic ethanol plant. The $80 million loan to Range Fuels Inc., Soperton, Ga., comes from the Section 9003 Biorefinery Assistance Program authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill.  When fully operational in 2010, the plant is expected to produce approximately 20 million gallons of cellulosic ethanol per year.
Crop Disaster Program Sign-Up Ends February 27:  The sign-up period for the 2005-2007 Crop Disaster Program (CDP) will end Feb. 27, 2009.  Late filed applications will not be approved after the Feb. 27 deadline. www.fsa.usda.govAll application determinations will be made by March 27, 2009. For more info contact the county FSA office or visit .   
NCDA NEWS

Public Meetings on Gypsy Moth Treatments:  The NCDA&CS is seeking input from residents in Currituck, Dare, Granville and Warren counties concerning treatment options for the non-native and highly destructive gypsy moth.  The following meetings are scheduled: Tuesday, Feb. 3, at 7 p.m., Oxford Tobacco Research Station, 300 Providence Road in Oxford.  This meeting is for the proposed treatment area near, or associated with, the Granville County site north of Oxford.  Wednesday, Feb. 4, at 7 p.m., Kitty Hawk Elementary School, 16 South Dogwood Trail, Kitty Hawk.  This meeting is for the proposed treatment area near, or associated with, the Kitty Hawk area in Currituck County.
Mark Your Calendar

The Legislative Commission on Global Climate Change will meet on Tuesday, Jan. 27 at 10 a.m., 643 Legislative Office Building. 

The 2009 Ag Development Forum will be held on Thursday, Feb. 5, at the State Fairgrounds. Economist Michael Walden of N.C. State University will be the featured speaker at the forum, which will take place from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Holshouser Building. Walden will offer insights on how the economy will affect agriculture in North Carolina and the United States this year. The forum will feature a panel of experts talking about the credit outlook for farmers. In addition, Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler will deliver his first-ever State of Agriculture address. Admission is free, with lunch. Registration is requested. To register, go to www.ncagr.gov/agforum.

Fourth Annual “Breakfast with the Commissioner” in support of the Tobacco Farm Life Museum is Friday, February 6, 2009, at 8:00 a.m., Holshouser Building, NC State Fairgrounds Raleigh.  The Commissioner will present the “Excellence in Agriculture” Award on behalf of the museum to prominent agribusiness leader, Mr. Frank Grainger.  For more info call 919-284-3431 or 800-965-1437 or email director@tobaccofarmlifemuseum.org.

Two workshops on Voluntary Agriculture Districts are planned in February 2009. The workshops are for staff and board members of existing VAD's, as well as individuals from counties that are considering adoption of a VAD ordinance. Registration is free. However, a fee will be required for lunch ($5) for those desiring to participate. The workshops will run from 9:30 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. and will be held on February 12, Burke County Ag Center, Morganton, (http://burke.ces.ncsu.edu/) and on February 24, Johnston County Ag Center, Smithfield, (http://johnston.ces.ncsu.edu/).  To register, contact Holly Gilroy, NCDA&CS, holly.gilroy@ncagr.gov.
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