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The Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College offers two 4-year degrees for traditional students.  The agribusiness curriculum prepares students for careers in agribusiness and entrepreneurship.  Agribusiness professionals can choose to work in production agriculture, but may also choose to work in other agribusiness careers throughout North Carolina, the United States, and abroad. The need for agribusiness professionals is continually increasing. The Agribusiness Center also offers curriculum in AgriScience education. This program prepares students to teach agricultural sciences in North Carolina’s middle schools and high schools.  A degree in agriscience education allows graduates to prepare and support youth who have interests within the food, fiber, and natural resource system. Outreach is also an integral part of the mission of the Agribusiness Center and has a charge of teaching agribusiness professionals and farmers “the business of agriculture.” Current projects include: a Grass-fed Cattle Initiative, a twelve county Farmland Preservation Initiative, and an agribusiness simulation for producers and agri-financial professionals in eastern North Carolina. For more information about any of these programs within the Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College, please contact the Agribusiness Center at (919) 658-7510 or visit www.moc.edu

Washington NEWS
Tobacco Watch:  Anti-tobacco advocates say the next president will likely be tougher on tobacco than the current one – claiming that over the past eight years, President Bush has often sided with tobacco companies against legislation to curb smoking. A review of the voting records and proposals of U.S. Sens. Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton and John McCain reveals that all three presidential candidates have fought for stricter tobacco-control measures than Bush.  Unlike Bush, all three candidates are co-sponsors of pending legislation to give the FDA oversight of tobacco products. The bill passed key committees in both chambers of Congress, but final passage this year is by no means certain. U.S. Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C. has pledged to use a variety of procedural moves to block consideration in the U.S. Senate. If it does pass, Bush could veto it. 
Legislative NEWS
Poultry Worker Bill:  Sen. Dan Clodfelter, a Mecklenburg Democrat and a Senate leader, introduced legislation that would give state health officials the authority to inspect poultry plants and would require large plants to hire or contract with licensed medical workers. The legislation would also provide $350,000 more each year for the state Department of Health and Human Services -- money that Easley had requested to hire two occupational health nurses and two industrial hygienists to regularly inspect plants. Under a plan detailed by Easley, the new inspectors would review records, conduct interviews and examine workers to determine whether companies are properly treating injured workers and recording all injuries.

Bill Seeks $25M to Locate Lab in Butner:  State Rep. Winkie Wilkins has introduced a bill calling for appropriating $25 million to help boost North Carolina's chances of siting the controversial proposed National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility (NBAF) in Butner. 
Wilkins, a Democrat who represents Person County and northern Durham County, filed the bill minutes before the Tuesday afternoon deadline to have proposed legislation on the table for the current short session, but he's not optimistic about its passage. 

Pittenger Resigns From Senate:  Sen. Robert Pittenger of Charlotte resigned from the N.C. Senate on Tuesday to pursue his campaign as the Republican nominee for lieutenant governor.   Republicans are expected to name former Sen. Bob Rucho to replace Pittenger within two weeks. Rucho, a Charlotte dentist, held the seat before Pittenger was first elected in 2002. 

Commodity NEWS

Corn Crop Slow to Emerge:  Just 52 percent of the U.S. corn crop had emerged by May 25, compared to 80 percent by this time last year and 76 percent on average over the past five years, according to USDA's weekly crop progress report.   About 88 percent of the U.S. corn crop has been planted, compared to 96 percent by this time last year and 94 percent on average over the past five years.   University of Illinois Extension Economist Darrel Good told Meatingplace.com the slow pace of emergence is cause for concern, predicting the need for "pretty much ideal conditions from here on out" to achieve trend yields. 

S.C. Cigarette Tax:  South Carolina lawmakers appear to be moving toward increasing that state's lowest-in-the-nation cigarette tax. Last week, South Carolina House members narrowly approved a 50-cent-per-pack increase to the state's cigarette tax. The proposal is nearly identical to one the South Carolina Senate approved earlier this month, making it likely the bill could head to S.C. Gov. Mark Sanford, who has promised a veto without needing a conference committee. 

As Farm Bill Becomes Law, COOL Concerns Continue:  With the bulk of the farm bill becoming law last week, mandatory country-of-origin labeling (COOL) will finally become a reality. Among concerns is the U.S. beef industry and possible retaliation from Mexico if  new labels dull U.S. taste buds to beef from Mexican cattle.

Red Meat Production Hits Record, Beef Weights Climb:  U.S. commercial red meat production in April totaled a record 4.30 billion pounds, up 14 percent from the 3.75 billion pounds produced in April 2007, according to USDA's monthly livestock slaughter report.   Beef production, at 2.25 billion pounds, was 12 percent above the previous year. Pork production totaled 2.02 billion pounds, up 18 percent from the previous year. 

Immigration NEWS

Jailed Illegal Immigrants:  As a way of freeing up space in state prisons, Senate Majority Leader Tony Rand has suggested releasing some illegal immigrant prisoners to U.S. immigration officials for deportation. Rand, D-Cumberland, estimates the move would save the prison system 100 to 150 beds a year, saving about $250,000 to $375,000 annually. The majority of illegal immigrants in North Carolina prisons would not be eligible for release under Rand's plan. Rand said he decided his bill should only be focused on nonviolent felons who have served at least half of their minimum sentence. They would be ineligible if their crime involved fraud to obtain cash or items worth $100,000 or more, or if their actions led to another's death or serious injury. 

Campaign NEWS 

Burr Not Interested in VP:  U.S. Sen. Richard Burr said Wednesday that he’s not interested in being on Sen. John McCain’s list of potential vice-presidential candidates.  Burr was in Western North Carolina for several public appearances. The North Carolina senator has been mentioned as a possible running mate for McCain, the slated Republican nominee for president.
USDA NEWS      
 Eligible CRP Acres Allowed to Hay and Graze:   Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer announced that USDA has authorized certain acreage enrolled under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) to be available for hay and forage after the primary nesting season ends for grass-nesting birds.  Signup for interested CRP participants will begin June 2, 2008, at local Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices.  This modification for critical feed use is only for 2008.  All forage use must be completed no later than November 10, 2008.
 USDA Ag Exports Forecast:  U.S. agricultural exports are expected to reach a record $108.5 billion for fiscal 2008, boosted by factors including soaring pork exports and the strength of export markets such as China, according to USDA's latest quarterly export forecast.  The projections mark a $7.5 billion increase from February's previous record forecast and are $26.5 billion above final 2007 exports. Grains and animal products account for two-thirds of the export gains, USDA reported.

USDA Beef Vendors Will Have to Prove Humane Treatment:  Beginning in July, the U.S. Department of Agriculture expects to have new regulations in place that will require all approved vendors eligible to supply beef to the federal commodity purchase program to have procedures in place that will address the humane treatment of livestock, said Agricultural Marketing Service spokesman Billy Cox.  "These newly required procedures are directly aimed at ensuring there is not a repeat of the conditions animals were subjected to at Hallmark/Westland," Cox said in a statement. USDA expects to announce and implement the new requirements before purchases resume for the 2008-2009 school year in July, according to Cox.

NCDA NEWS

Grant to Support Four Programs for N.C. Farmers:   The NCDA&CS secured a $136,155 Specialty Crops Block Grant from the USDA to support the continuation and development of four statewide agriculture programs. The grant will be split between the Good Agricultural Practices Certification Cost Share, Farm to School and Specialty Crops programs, as well as a program to increase demand for the state’s green industry crops.

No-Till Grass Drills Available: Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler  announced the arrival of the first load of equipment that farmers in 25 soil and water conservation districts can rent to renovate drought-damaged pastures.  The N.C. Foundation for Soil and Water Conservation purchased 25 Truax Flex II-88 no-till grass drills for use in the districts. Five drills arrived this week at the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ Mountain Research Station in Waynesville for distribution to soil and water districts in Buncombe, Caldwell, Lincoln, Madison and Rutherford counties. Each district will get a drill.  Twenty additional drills will arrive at delivery sites across the state over the next month. These drills will go to the following districts: Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Chatham, Davidson, Davie, Granville, Guilford, Halifax, Orange, Person, Rockingham, Rowan, Stanly, Stokes, Surry, Union, Watauga, Wilkes and Yadkin.  Farmers in the selected districts should contact their district office about renting a drill. 
Environmental NEWS

New Climate Report Foresees Trouble for U.S. Livestock:  Climate change is already affecting U.S. water resources, agriculture, land resources and biodiversity and will continue to do so, according to a new report from the U.S. Climate Change Science Program.  Specific findings include: Higher temperatures will negatively affect livestock. Warmer winters will reduce mortality, but this will be more than offset by greater mortality in hotter summers; Hotter temperatures will also result in reduced productivity of livestock and dairy animals; Grain and oilseed crops will mature more rapidly, but increasing temperatures will increase the risk of crop failures, particularly if precipitation decreases or becomes more variable; A continuation of the trend toward increased water use efficiency could help mitigate the impacts of climate change on water resources; The growing season has increased by 10 to 14 days over the last 19 years across the temperate latitudes. To read the full report, go to http://www.climatescience.gov/Library/sap/sap4-3/default.php.

Stormwater Rules:  Lawmakers have again stepped into a dispute over complex environmental rules that could make shellfish waters cleaner but coastal home and school construction more expensive. New regulations approved by two state commissions earlier this year would expand rainwater runoff controls for new homes and businesses in the 20 most eastern counties, so nutrients and bacteria don't get flushed into sensitive waters where oysters and clams breed. But developers and local governments have questioned whether the proposals are too restrictive, citing a study linking contaminated water to septic tanks rather than parking lots and roof runoff. Lawmakers want the groups involved to create a compromise before the legislative session ends. Otherwise, the new rules will take effect as is later this year. 
Coastal Resources:  The North Carolina Coastal Resources Commission wants the state's beaches and inlets to be viewed in the same light as highways and sewer lines. Jim Leutze, a commission member and former chancellor of the University of North Carolina Wilmington, said the state's beaches and waterways are economic lifelines for coastal communities. The state Division of Water Resources currently funds coastal projects on a case-by-case basis. But the money, roughly $22 million a year, wouldn't be enough if the state begins taking on a larger share of the cost of maintaining beaches, inlets and the Intracoastal Waterway. 
Water Wars:  Three groups have joined South Carolina's lawsuit against North Carolina over Catawba River water. The San Francisco lawyer named as a "special master" to hear the case ruled Tuesday that Charlotte can become a defendant in the case. Special master Kristin Linsley Myles also allowed two other new parties: Duke Energy, which manages the Catawba in both states; and the Catawba River Water Supply Project, a water system serving Union County and Lancaster County, S.C. 

Mark Your Calendar

Senate Committee on Agriculture/Environment/Natural Resources will meet on Tuesday, June 3 at 11:00 a.m., 1027 Legislative Bldg. 
House Committee on Environment and Natural Resources will meet on Tuesday, June 3 at 12:00 p.m., 643 Legislative Office Bldg. 

The Got to Be NC Festival, a four-day event celebrating North Carolina’s agricultural heritage and locally produced foods, will take place June 5-8 at the State Fairgrounds in Raleigh. Admission is free. For more information, log on to www.ncagfest.com.
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