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The Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College offers two 4-year degrees for traditional students.  The agribusiness curriculum prepares students for careers in agribusiness and entrepreneurship.  Agribusiness professionals can choose to work in production agriculture, but may also choose to work in other agribusiness careers throughout North Carolina, the United States, and abroad. The need for agribusiness professionals is continually increasing. The Agribusiness Center also offers curriculum in AgriScience education. This program prepares students to teach agricultural sciences in North Carolina’s middle schools and high schools.  A degree in agriscience education allows graduates to prepare and support youth who have interests within the food, fiber, and natural resource system. Outreach is also an integral part of the mission of the Agribusiness Center and has a charge of teaching agribusiness professionals and farmers “the business of agriculture.” Current projects include: a Grass-fed Cattle Initiative, a twelve county Farmland Preservation Initiative, and an agribusiness simulation for producers and agri-financial professionals in eastern North Carolina. For more information about any of these programs within the Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College, please contact the Agribusiness Center at (919) 658-7510 or visit www.moc.edu

Washington NEWS

Farm Bill Sails Through Senate – Again:  Thursday, the Senate again easily approved the Farm Bill, as lawmakers sought to correct a technical error that resulted in part of the massive legislation being left out when it was enacted last month.  Fourteen of the bill’s 15 titles were enacted into law last month when the Senate easily overrode President Bush’s veto of the bill, but Title III — consisting of trade provisions — were inadvertently left out by an error in the enrollment process. Thursday’s vote will send the nearly $300 billion bill to the White House, where President Bush is expected to once again veto it.  Once that happens, veto overrides in both chambers will be necessary to enact the measure into law.

Democrats Considering Adding Antibiotics Provision:   Key House Democrats are considering adding provisions limiting the use of antibiotics in food animals to legislation reauthorizing the Animal Drug User Fee Act, but the Bush administration has come out against that plan.   Rep. Frank Pallone (D-N.J.), chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health, and other Democrats raised concerns that the administration’s legislative proposal to reauthorize ADUFA does not include language regarding antimicrobial resistance. 
Offshore Drilling:  U.S. Rep. Sue Myrick thinks the answer to high gas prices may be off the North Carolina coast. Myrick, R-NC,  has introduced legislation that would give states authority to permit drilling within 100 miles of their coast, while allowing the federal government to lease sites beyond 100 miles. The moratorium is in effect until 2012. 

Legislative NEWS
House Budget:  The House has given tentative approval to its $21.3 billion budget plan with a small spending increase and few new revenues sources. The chamber voted 102-12 for a plan that spends about $180 million less than Democratic Gov. Mike Easley offered in his budget proposal a few weeks ago. 

Business NEWS

Drought Rates:  Duke Energy will not be allowed to cover increased operating expenses incurred during a drought, the state Utilities Commission said Monday. The commission said that drought-related expenses are a normal business risk, not an extraordinary circumstance that would justify a rate increase. 

Hog Farm Waste Technology:  Two Sampson County hog farms and a company developing technology to adapt hog waste to various marketable products have been selected to receive state funding to convert hog waste lagoons into new systems that help protect water and air quality. Super Soil Systems USA Inc., Tyndall Hog & Chicken Farm Inc. and Pope & Son -- all from Sampson County -- will receive up to $500,000 from a state fund to try alternative waste-handling systems. 

Chicken Waste:  Fibrowatt, a company that generates electricity by burning chicken waste, announced Thursday that it will build a $140 million power plant near Elkin. In April, Fibrowatt announced a site in Sampson County. The company is still deciding a third location in Moore County, Montgomery County or Stanly County. 

Sanderson Farms to Build New Plant:  Laurel, Miss.-based Sanderson Farms Inc. will receive $8.9 million over the next 11 years in economic incentives.  The city of Kinston, N.C., and Lenoir County are providing the incentives in exchange for the company's investment of $126.5 million for a feed mill, hatchery and processing plant and 1,650 new jobs. 
Campaign NEWS 

Second Primary Voting:  Getting people to the polls is the challenge facing candidates on the ballot for the state's June 24 second primary.  One Stop, Early Voting for the second primary began Thursday. Snow Hill Mayor Don Davis and Greenville resident and State Board of Education member Kathy Taft are vying for the Democratic Party's state Senate District 5 nomination. The winner will face the Republican Party candidate, state Rep. Louis Pate of Mount Olive, in November. Republicans in Montgomery, Stanly, Union will choose a Republican candidate for the state House District 67 race.

Burr Gets Key GOP Convention Post:  U.S. Sen. Richard Burr will co-chair the 2008 Republican Platform Committee, giving him national exposure at the GOP Convention in Minneapolis in August.   Alexander Sworn:  Charlotte businessman Kelly Alexander Jr. was sworn in as a newest House member Monday night, taking the District 107 seat formerly held by Rep. Pete Cunningham. Alexander was appointed to complete Cunningham's term after the 11-term legislator resigned in December. Alexander is seeking the seat for a complete term, having won a Democratic primary last month. He will face Republican Gary Hardee in November.

People in the NEWS

Appointments:  Gov. Mike Easley announced the following appointment: Darryl D. Moss, Creedmoor, and Charles H. Peterson, Pine Knoll Shores, to the North Carolina Environmental Management Commission. Moss is a client manager with Champion Solutions Group in Raleigh. Peterson is an alumni distinguished professor of Marine Sciences, Biology, and Ecology at the University of North Carolina Institute of Marine Sciences in Morehead City. Both have been reappointed.

Glazier Recovering:  After surgery to repair a ruptured disk late last week, Rep. Rick Glazier, D-Cumberland, won't be back at the legislature for a few weeks. Glazier said he has continued some legislative work by cell phone and computer. He's also divided up bills that he was handling among other co-sponsors. He said he hopes to be back in his legislative office by June 20. 

Commodity NEWS

Better Prices Lead to Bigger Peanut Acreage:  Despite price competition from corn and soybeans, U.S. growers appear to be increasing their peanut plantings this year, by an estimated 16 percent, according to USDA’s 2008 planting intentions report.  U.S. peanut producers intend to plant 1.43 million acres of peanuts in 2008, up considerably from last year’s crop. A higher price received for the 2007 crop, compared to the previous five years, is seen as the primary reason for the expected increase in planted acreage.  Plantings in the Virginia-North Carolina region are expected to total 108,000 acres, down 5 percent from 2007.

Food Summit Ends With Contentious Resolution:  A world summit on hunger veered near collapse late Thursday when Latin American countries objected bitterly to a final, watered-down resolution designed to boost agriculture and control soaring food prices.  Ultimately, the declaration was adopted, with about 180 countries pledging to work to eliminate hunger and secure access to food through urgent actions, including the easing of trade barriers and the supply of seeds and fertilizer to poor farmers.  No significant agreement was reached on one of the more divisive issues, the production of biofuels and what effect they have on the costs of food and on the environment. 

Grain Production May Create Stink Bug Problem:  In the Southeast there will be a big increase in wheat harvested, some later than usual because of delayed planting. For growers who grow corn in close proximity to wheat, there may be some unexpected and costly guests from the big wheat crop — stink bugs. Careful scouting and timely insecticide application can manage the problem.

USDA NEWS 
Record $108.5 Billion Agricultural Exports Forecast:   U.S. Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer today announced an updated quarterly forecast for U.S. agricultural exports – expected to reach a record $108.5 billion for fiscal year 2008. Today's upward revision is a $7.5 billion increase from February's previous record forecast and $26.5 billion above the final 2007 exports. Grains and animal products account for two-thirds of the export gains. 

Revision to U.S. Cotton Table:  The June 10 World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE) report will reflect a change in the U.S. cotton table.  The June 10 WASDE report will forecast the average price received by farmers for U.S. upland cotton for the 2007/08 and 2008/09 marketing years.  For more information visit

http:www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/wasde/ - for previous WASDE reports and information on how the report is prepared, visit:
Corn Crop Emergence at 74 Percent:   The latest USDA weekly crop progress report indicates that 74 percent of the crop had emerged by June 1. That's nearly a 50 percent increase over the same report just a week ago, when only 52 percent of the corn crop had emerged.
Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates:   The USDA’S Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) today announced interest rates for June 2008.  The CCC borrowing rate-based charge is 2.000 percent, up from 1.625 percent in May 2008.  For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during June 2008 is 3.000 percent, up from 2.625 percent in May 2008.  The interest rate for farm storage facility loans approved for June 2008 is 3.375, up from 3.000 percent in May 2008.  The interest rate for sugar storage facility loans for June 2008 is 4.500, up from 4.250 percent in May 2008.  The maximum discount rate applicable for June 2008 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 7 percent, unchanged from May 2008.  This is based on the 5 percent prime rate plus 2 percent, rounded to the nearest whole number.
NCDA NEWS
2008 N.C. Boll Weevil Assessment Reduced to $1.25 Per Acre:  The board of the Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation of North Carolina last week reduced the boll weevil assessment fee for 2008 to $1.25 per acre.  For the 2008 growing season, the foundation is proposing a new grid trapping system that will install one trap per 160 acres of cotton planted. To allow for trapping and monitoring, cotton growers are required to certify cotton acreage information with their local Farm Service Agency office by July 1.  .

NCDA&CS to Treat Gypsy Moth Infestation in Caswell County:  The NCDA&CS will soon be treating a localized gypsy moth infestation in Caswell County in cooperation with the U.S. Forest Service and the Gypsy Moth Slow the Spread Foundation Inc. The treatment is anticipated to occur between June 9 and 11, depending on weather conditions and insect development.  For more information 

go to www.ncagr.com/plantindustry/plant/entomology/GM.htm
or contact NCDA&CS toll free at (800) 206-9333
Mark Your Calendar

The Coastal Stormwater Rules Working Group will meet on Monday, June 9 at 11 a.m., 544 Legislative Office Building. 

The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries will hold a hearing on Monday, June 16 at 6 p.m. to gain public input on plans to enlarge two estuarine artificial reefs off Bayview and Oriental, DENR Washington Regional Office, Washington Square Mall, Washington. Contact: Jim Fancesconi, 252-808-8063. 

The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries will hold a hearing on Tuesday, June 17 at 6 p.m. to gain public input on plans to enlarge two estuarine artificial reefs off Bayview and Oriental, Oriental Town Hall, 507 Church St., Oriental. Contact: Jim Fancesconi, 252-808-8063. 

USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service will offer food safety regulation workshops.  The two-hour-long, evening workshop will cover HACCP, sanitation performance standards, standard operating procedures related to sanitation, rules of practice, food defense strategies, and more.  The workshop will be held in Houston on June 10, Philadelphia on June 25 and Raleigh, NC on July 15. To register online or to get more information, go to  http://www.fsis.usda.gov.
The NC AgLeaders Banquet is scheduled for Monday August 18th at the North Raleigh Hilton. Reception starts at 5:00 pm, Dinner at 6:00 pm – followed by Candidates Forum for key North Carolina races.  
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