[image: image2.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness






January 7, 2013
[image: image1.png]



Monty’s Plant Food Company, founded in 1997, manufactures plant and soil enhancement products. By utilizing proprietary technology we harness the power of purified humics and combine them with traditional macro and micro nutrients to develop innovative plant and soil solutions that are productive, economically feasible, and environmentally sound. More than a ‘fertilizer’ company, Monty’s is a technology company using advanced science to promote a more sustainable solution to the production of food and fiber internationally. Monty’s Plant Food company began not as a company but as a passion; a passion to find the best quality plant food. Monty Justice was looking for a balanced pH product that would not add salts to the soil while still maintaining excellent nutrition for his own roses, which he grew for competition. However, no such product existed in the early 1980’s. Instead of giving up, Justice decided he would just invent one. And, he did. Even though we are now delivering our product in larger containers than we once used for mixing a week’s supply, you can count on Monty’s Plant Food to continue to search for products that will benefit plants and the people who raise them.
Washington NEWS

McIntyre Rises in Seniority: U.S. Representative Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7) was sworn in as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives for the 113th Congress.  With his re-election, McIntyre rises in seniority on two house committees which are critical to North Carolina’s economy – agriculture and military.  Congressman McIntyre will ascend to the #2 position on the House Agriculture Committee and the #3 position on the Armed Services Committee.  Due to the changes in the congressional district lines, McIntyre’s district offices have had to move into the new congressional area.  McIntyre will begin this term with two congressional district offices -  Elizabethtown and Leland. 

Jones, McIntyre Vote Against Boehner, Pelosi:  John Boehner (R-OH) and Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) were elected to serve as House speaker and House minority leader, respectively. However, Boehner lost nine GOP votes for the top position. Republican Rep. Walter B. Jones (N.C.-3) voted against Boehner and cast his vote for David Walker, head of the U.S. Government Accountability Office.  Democratic U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7) did not vote for Pelosi, casting his vote for fellow Blue Dog Democrat Rep. Jim Cooper of Tennessee.
Cochran Selected Ranking Member on Senate Agriculture Committee: Senator Thad Cochran (R-Miss.) will serve as ranking member of the U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry.   U.S. Senator Pat Roberts (R-KS) stepped down from that position to serve as ranking member of the Rules Committee, but he will continue to serve on the Ag Committee. Cochran joined the Senate Agriculture Committee after being elected to the U.S. Senate in 1978.  He has previously served as committee chairman from 2003 to 2005.
Troxler Encourages Ag Community to Comment on Food Safety Rules:  N.C. Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler is encouraging the ag industry to comment on FDA’s proposed food safety rules. The proposed rules announced by the FDA emphasize measures that farmers and produce packers should take to prevent the contamination of fresh fruits and vegetables. The rules also include preventive measures for the manufacturing of food products. Now that the rules are available for public comment, Troxler said it is important that farmers, packers and food manufacturers scrutinize them and take time to offer feedback. “Input from the industry and the public will be essential to ensuring that FDA gets these rules right,” he said.
N.C. Legislative NEWS

Gov. Perdue Announced Four Judicial Appointments: Outgoing Gov. Bev Perdue announced the following judicial appointments: Mark Davis, to the N.C. Court of Appeals;  Calvin Murphy, reappointed as a Special Superior Court Judge; Reuben Young, as a Special Superior Court Judge; and Kendra Hill, as a Special Superior Court Judge.
McCrory Announces More Cabinet Picks:  N.C. Governor Pat McCrory, who was sworn in Jan. 5, announced that Sharon Decker, founder and CEO of the Tapestry Group in Rutherfordton and a real estate executive, will head the Department of Commerce.  Brigadier General Anthony J. Tata (U.S. Army, Retired) will serve as North Carolina’s next Secretary of Transportation. General Tata brings to his position over three decades of public service as a military officer and public school system leader.
People NEWS

N.C. Grower Wins Cotton Award: Vick Family Farms of Wilson, N.C., won the Farm Press/Cotton Foundation 2013 High Cotton Award for the Southeast region. The award is given to cotton growers who grow quality, profitable cotton in an environmentally-friendly manner.  Vick Family Farms covers more than 6,000 acres where they grow no-till cotton and rotate it with sweet potatoes, tobacco, and soybeans. 

Immigration NEWS

New E-Verify Law Takes Effect in N.C.:  On June 23, 2011, Governor Perdue signed a bill into law requiring all cities, counties, and private employers of a certain size in N.C. to use the federal government's E-Verify program. The law is phased in based on the size of the business.  Employers with 500 or more employees are already required to use E-Verify.  Effective January 1, 2013, employers with100 or more employees are required to use E-Verify, and on July 1, 2013, the law takes effect for employers that employ 25 or more employees. 
Animal Activism NEWS
Smithfield Foods Global Production Moving Toward Complete Conversion to Group Housing: Smithfield Foods announced that at the end of 2012 it had successfully transitioned 38 percent of pregnant sows on its company-owned farms in the United States from individual gestation stalls to group housing systems. In the latest update, the company reported that it remains on track to finish its conversion to group housing on all company-owned farms in the U.S. by 2017. In addition, Smithfield said that its international hog production operations also will complete their conversions from gestation stalls to group housing on company-owned farms by 2022. 
Environmental NEWS

Haywood County Wood Products Under Quarantine for Thousand Cankers Disease: The NCDA&CS has placed Haywood County wood products under quarantine due to a recent detection of thousand cankers disease in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Thousand cankers disease is a newly- recognized disease primarily affecting black walnut trees. It is caused by the Geosmithia morbida fungus, which is spread by the walnut twig beetle. Other species of walnut, such as Arizona walnut, English walnut and California walnut, have also shown varying degrees of susceptibility to this fungus.
Business NEWS

Butterball to Acquire Gusto Packing Company: Butterball, headquartered in Garner, N.C., announced that it has acquired Gusto Packing Co., located in Montgomery, Ill.  Gusto Packing Co. is a family-owned and operated business that offers six basic product lines; Hickory & Apple Wood Smoked Bacon, Bone-In Smoked Pork & Turkey Products, Smoked Boneless Hams, Cooked Hams, Pork & Turkey Deli Meats and Spiral Sliced Hams. “With Gusto’s 260,000-square-foot facility, we are adding approximately 325 million pounds of further processed capacity to our operations. This additional capacity allows us to support Butterball branded geographic expansion and achieve greater account penetration within current markets,” said Rod Brenneman, chief executive officer of Butterball, LLC.
Animal Feed Supplier to Add 38 Jobs in Wayne County: ACX Pacific Northwest Inc. will locate a new facility in Wayne County. The company plans to create 38 jobs and invest $4.7 million over the next three years in Goldsboro. The project was made possible in part by a $60,000 grant from the One North Carolina Fund.  ACX Pacific Northwest, founded in 1978, is headquartered in Bakersfield, Calif. The company is a leading supplier of long-fiber forage and roughage products including alfalfa hay, timothy hay, Sudangrass, oat hay and grass hay. Its products are sold to the dairy, beef, horse, camel, goat and animal feed industries located in Asia and the Middle East. ACX plans to purchase hay products, such as Bermuda grass, directly from North Carolina farmers.

Wood Product Manufacturer to Create 32 Jobs in Wilson County: International WoodFuels LLC will construct a 300,000 metric ton-per-year wood pellet plant in Wilson County. The company will create 32 full-time jobs and invest more than $60 million in Sims over the next three years. The project was made possible in part by a $100,000 grant from the One North Carolina Fund. 

Textile Firm to Add 26 Jobs in Lincoln County: TENOWO Inc., formerly known as HOF Textiles, a manufacturer specializing in functional and decorative nonwovens for automotive, industrial and apparel applications, will expand its operations in Lincoln County. The company plans to create 26 jobs and invest $7.2 million over the next three years. The project was made possible in part by a $50,000 grant from the One North Carolina Fund. TENOWO was founded in 1992 in Lincolnton as HOF Textiles and is a wholly owned subsidiary of the German based eswegee Vliesstoff GmbH, a division of Textilgruppe Hof. 

Report: Farmers Receive Meager Share of Retail Food Dollar: National Farmers Union released its latest Farmer’s Share. The report is based on calculations derived from the monthly Agriculture Prices report produced by the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). Comparisons were made to price points of common grocery food items at a local Washington, DC Safeway supermarket. According to USDA’s Economic Research Service, farmers and ranchers receive 15.8 cents of every food dollar spent by consumers outside the home in the United States. More than 80 cents of every food dollar is spent on marketing, processing, wholesaling, distribution and retailing. Among the statistics noted in the December Farmer’s Share: Dairy farmers received $1.81 for one gallon of fat free milk (retail price: $4.19); Wheat farmers netted 20 cents of the $3.59 retail price of  a loaf of bread; and tomato growers received 53 cents per pound (retail price: $3.28). To read the full report, go to www.NFU.org/farmers-share.
Commodity NEWS

Chicks Placed Drop: Commercial hatcheries set 196 million eggs in incubators, a 1 percent increase over the week ending Dec. 29, 2012.  Broiler growers placed 159 million chicks and placements dropped 2 percent.  Average hatchability was 85 percent, and cumulative placements from Jan. 1 through Dec. 29, 2012 dropped 2 percent.
NCDA NEWS

Local Fruit and Vegetables Served Through Farm to School Program: As the calendar year comes to an end, N.C. cabbage, broccoli crowns, Romaine lettuce, apple slices, sweet potatoes, and collards were featured in school lunches in 59 school systems across the state as part of the NCDA&CS Farm to School program. The fruits and vegetables in the program are grown by N.C. farmers. For the 2012-2013 school year, the N.C. Farm to School program will offer the following fruits and vegetables to school districts statewide: watermelons, cantaloupes, slicing and grape tomatoes, several varieties of apples, peaches, sweet corn, cucumbers, kale, broccoli crowns, sweet potatoes, green cabbage, collards, romaine lettuce, apple slices, sweet potatoes, strawberries, yellow squash, zucchini and blueberries.
USDA NEWS
Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Committee Seeks Membership Nominations: USDA recently published a Notice of Intent to Renew the Charter for its Advisory Committee on Beginning Farmers and Ranchers in the Federal Register dated December 19, 2012. This notice also included a request for nominations for two-year membership terms. For more info, click here. The period for submitting nominations packages has been extended to January 16, 2013.
Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for January: The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for January 2013. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for January is 0.125 percent, unchanged from December. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during January is 1.125 percent, unchanged from December 2012. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for January are as follows, 1.125 percent with seven-year loan terms, unchanged from December; 1.625 percent with 10-year loan terms, down from 1.750 in December and; 1.875 percent with 12-year loan terms, unchanged from 1.875 percent. The maximum discount rate applicable for January 2013 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from December. 
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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