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This week’s issue of the AgNews Update is sponsored by The NC Growers Association (NCGA), a non-profit cooperative that consists of approximately 750 North Carolina grower-members who grow a wide variety of diversified crops from flowers, turfgrass, and Christmas trees to tobacco, cucumbers and sweet potatoes.  NCGA provides its members a labor force via the H-2a program, which is a legal guestworker program, authorized by the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) of 1986. H-2a enables farmers to secure a legal and adequate labor force that is available and capable of assisting with the seasonal/temporary manual labor associated with some agricultural crops. In order to utilize the H-2a program, growers must certify with USDOL they have first engage in independent positive recruitment of US workers through the local employment security commission, word of mouth with other growers and by placing ads in newspapers and on the radio, as well as soliciting the return of any former, qualified workers.

Washington NEWS
McIntyre Supports Balanced Budget Amendment: U.S. Congressman Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7) has co-sponsored the Balanced Budget Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The Balanced Budget Amendment would require that total federal spending for any fiscal year to be less than total money received, a 3/5th vote for any increase in the debt limit, and that the president’s budget to Congress be balanced each year.
Campaign NEWS

Hagan Leads Republican Candidates in Poll:  A new poll finds that U.S. Senator Kay Hagan (D-N.C.) currently leads possible GOP candidates in the 2014 senatorial race, even though her approval rating is 34 percent.   The poll conducted by Public Policy Polling, a Democratic-leaning firm based in Raleigh, found that 36 percent disapprove of her job performance and 31 percent have no opinion. In a possible matchup between Hagan and Rep. Renee Ellmers (N.C.-2), Hagan leads by a 46-40 percent margin.  She leads by a 45-39 margin when matched against Rep. Patrick McHenry (N.C.-10) and by a 47-40 margin against Rep. Virginia Foxx (N.C.-5).  Hagan bests Rep. George Holding (N.C.-13) by a 45-37 margin, Rep. Robert Pittenger (N.C.-9) by a 46-38 margin, and state Senate leader Phil Berger by a 47-38 margin.  
People NEWS

CEO of Snyder's-Lance to Retire: The board of directors of Snyder's-Lance announced that David V. Singer, the company's CEO, has elected to retire following the company's annual meeting of stockholders on May 3, 2013. Mr. Singer will not stand for re-election as a director. He has served as a director of the company since 2003 and as CEO since 2005. The company's board of directors has named Carl E. Lee, Jr., who has served as president and chief operating officer since December 2010, to succeed Singer as CEO. 
Business NEWS

Tobacco Growers to Vote on Funding for Export Promotion Jan. 23: Flue-cured tobacco growers in North Carolina will vote Jan. 23 on whether to continue an assessment to fund export promotion and expansion activities by Tobacco Associates Inc. The amount of the assessment would be no more than one-fifth of 1 cent per pound of flue-cured tobacco sold. The assessment would be in effect for the 2013 through 2015 marketing years. Voting will take place at N.C. Cooperative Extension offices in counties where flue-cured tobacco is grown. Any tobacco farmer who is at least 18 years old and was engaged in the production of flue-cured tobacco during the 2012 crop year is eligible to vote.

Krispy Kreme to Open Its First Store in India: Krispy Kreme Doughnut Corporation announced that it will open its first franchise location in India on January 19 in the city of Bangalore.  Bangalore is India's 3rd largest city. In June 2012, the Company announced a new partnership with Citymax Hotels Pvt. Ltd. for the development of 80 franchise Krispy Kreme retail locations over 5 years in the South and West regions of India.  
Fuel & Energy NEWS

Pantego Wind Farm Update: Chicago-based Invenergy is reconsidering its proposed wind farm in Pantego.  The company laid out plans for the farm in September 2011 and had expected to start operations in December 2012. But months of negotiations between Invenergy and the military and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has delayed this project, which is an area of NC that desperately needs economic development.  The issue is whether the turbines pose a hazard to nearby bald eagles and fighter jets assigned to Seymour Johnson Air Force Base.  The company is considering whether they can move the location of the wind turbines at the Pantego site or abandon the project and look for another site.
Biofuels Center Expands Biofuel Development With $1.14M: The Biofuels Center of North Carolina will award $766,256 to a consortium of partners led by AdvantageWest Economic Development Group to fortify the biofuels sector and trigger its expansion in western N.C.  The 13 partners include: NCSU Mountain Horticultural Crops Research and Extension Center, Catawba and Transylvania counties, Appalachian State University Energy Center, Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College, NCDA&CS, Bent Creek Institute, Biltmore Estate, Blue Ridge Biofuels, Land-of-Sky Regional Council, Renewable Developers, Mountain Research Station, and communities and organizations brought together by a unique multiparty partnership. The project partners will invest a 50-percent matching contribution of $383,128, for a total project investment of $1,149,384. NCSU received $130,593 for a project to investigate in-field drying techniques in western North Carolina to improve woody biomass delivery systems and $28,000 for a project to assess availability of soft hardwoods for potential facility locations in western N.C. Caldwell Green Commission received $102,000 for a project that will produce higher-value, technical-grade glycerin from crude glycerine derived during biodiesel production. Mars Hill College received $43,750 for a project to develop a spatial model of site suitability for biofuels production.
Immigration NEWS
DOL Issues H-2A Adverse Effect Wage Rates for 2013: The Department of Labor  issued a notice in the Federal Register to announce the 2013 Adverse Effect Wage Rates (AEWR) for the employment of temporary or seasonal nonimmigrant foreign workers (H–2A workers) to perform agricultural labor or services. AEWRs are the minimum wage rates the Department has determined must be offered and paid by employers to H–2A workers and workers in corresponding employment for a particular agricultural job and area so that the wages of similarly employed U.S. workers will not be adversely affected. For N.C., the AEWR is $9.68.   The effective date of the notice is Jan. 8, 2013.
Groups Launch Ag Workforce Coalition: Organizations representing a broad cross-section of agricultural employers announced the formation of the Agriculture Workforce Coalition (AWC). The AWC’s goal is to seek legislation that ensures America’s farms, ranches and other agricultural operations have access to a stable and skilled workforce. In particular, the Coalition, recognizing that existing programs and previous proposals have proved unworkable, is putting forward a framework that includes both an earned adjustment in status for current experienced farm workers and a program to ensure that producers continue to have access to a workforce as current agricultural employees move on to other jobs.  For more info, go to www.agworkforcecoalition.org.
Environmental NEWS
EPA Finalizes Revisions to Clean Air Standards for Stationary Engines: In compliance with settlement agreements, the EPA finalized revisions to standards to reduce air pollution from stationary engines that generate electricity and power equipment at industrial, agricultural, oil and gas production, power generation, and other facilities.  The final amendments to the 2010 “National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Reciprocating Internal Combustion Engines (RICE)” reflect new technical information submitted by stakeholders after the 2010 standards were issued. The updates will ensure that the standards are cost-effective, achievable, and protective, while continuing to provide significant emission reductions. For more info, click here.
University NEWS

Plant Pathology Department and Bayer Cropscience Create New Graduate Student Fellowship: The Department of Plant Pathology and Bayer CropScience have partnered to establish the Bayer CropScience Fellowship for Graduate Students, a training program designed to prepare students for success in private industry. One graduate student fellowship will be offered each year for three years, starting with the 2013-14 academic year. In addition to support for the student’s research program, the fellowship will provide an internship at Bayer CropScience. For more info, contact the Department of Plant Pathology at 919-515-2730.
Commodity NEWS
N.C. Pork Conference Begins Jan. 31: The N.C. Pork Conference will be held Jan. 31-Feb. 1 in Raleigh. Registration is free, but required, for the industry seminars, which will feature industry updates and two hours of OIC credit for the waste management and water quality seminars. NCPC’s annual meeting will be held Thursday, Jan. 31. For more info and to see the entire schedule, go to www.ncpork.org or call 919-781-0361.

New Products Enhance Tobacco Budworm Control: NC Extension Entomologist Hannah Burrack has been conducting research on the use of insecticides to control budworm in tobacco.  For four years, Burrack and her team have been comparing recently-registered cholorantraniliprole (Coragen) and flubendianmide (Belt) with standard insecticides like spinosad (Tracer) and acephate (Orthene) to determine if these newer products could be applied less frequently and be as effective. They found that bi-weekly applications of Coragen or Belt proved as effective as weekly applications of Tracer in reducing tobacco budworm populations and end-of-season damage. Applying Coragen every four weeks reduced damage but was not as effective as applying Tracer weekly. End-of-season damage to seed capsules by tobacco budworms was not reduced when Coragen was applied to the soil. Burrack concludes that pesticide use can be significantly decreased by including new products in a pest management program.

Bay Scallop Harvest to Begin in N.C.: Beginning Jan. 28, Bogue Sound and all waters south will soon be open for bay scallop harvesting.  These new boundaries represent the largest area allowed for harvest in several years. Because bay scallop numbers dropped, harvesting has been regulated.  From 2006 to 2009, the N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission banned bay scallop harvest and then opened it back up in 2009 for only short periods of time and at very specific locations. However, it’s not certain how successful fisherman will be because bay scallops tend to prefer more northern waters.
NCDA NEWS

 New NCDA&CS Regional Agronomist: The NCDA&CS has hired Adam Lassiter as regional agronomist for Beaufort, Dare, Hyde, Martin, Pamlico, Tyrrell and Washington counties. Lassiter is based at the Vernon James Center in Plymouth.  Lassiter has more than 10 years of field experience in the Tidewater area. To arrange a consultation, contact Lassiter by email at adam.lassiter@ncagr.gov or by phone, 252-793-4118, ext. 122. 

Ag Forum Will Offer Economic and Policy Outlook Jan. 31: The economic and policy outlook for North Carolina agriculture will be on the agenda at the eighth annual Ag Development Forum Thursday, Jan. 31, at the State Fairgrounds. Registration is requested by Jan. 25. To register, go to www.ncagr.gov/agforum. The Ag Forum coincides with the Southern Farm Show, which runs Wed., Jan 30 through Friday, Feb. 1 at the State Fairgrounds.

NCDA&CS to Offer Seminar for Food Processors Feb. 5: The NCDA&CS will offer a seminar Tuesday, Feb. 5 to help Charlotte-area food processors develop strategies for reducing the risk of food contamination incidents and for handling them if they do occur. The seminar will be held from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Mecklenburg County Cooperative Extension Training Facility, 1418 Armory Drive, Charlotte. The program is free, but registration is required. Click here to register online at. The registration deadline is Jan. 29. For more information, contact Kristen Baughman at 919-733-7366.
USDA NEWS

USDA Finalizes New Microloan Program: USDA announced a new microloan program designed to help small and family operations, beginning, and socially disadvantaged farmers secure loans under $35,000. Producers can apply for a maximum of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation, delivery vehicles, and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses. As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for an operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender under FSA's Guaranteed Loan Program. USDA farm loans can be used to purchase land, livestock, equipment, feed, seed, and supplies, or be to construct buildings or make farm improvements. The interest rate for USDA's new microloan product changes monthly and is currently 1.25 percent. Producers interested in applying for a microloan may contact their local Farm Service Agency office.

Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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