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BASF Crop Protection helps farmers get the most out of every acre. As a leading producer of agricultural products, the BASF portfolio includes herbicides, fungicides, insecticides and seed treatment technologies that provide the optimal level of crop protection.  Our innovative products help growers maximize yields to help meet the food and fuel demands of a growing world population. At BASF Crop Protection, we invest more than $500 million globally each year in research and development. We are dedicated to discovering and developing new environmentally-sound agricultural products and technologies. In fact, we will introduce 33 new innovations within the next five years. Our vision is to be the world’s leading innovator, optimizing agricultural production, and improving nutrition, thus enhancing quality of life. We want what you want – healthier plants, higher yields and higher profit potential. Please visit agproducts.basf.us  for more information.

Washington NEWS
Bill to Eliminate Redundant EPA Pesticide Permit Requirements: U.S. Sens. Mike Johanns (R-Neb.) and Pat Roberts (R-Kan.) have introduced legislation to eliminate a burdensome, costly and redundant EPA permit requirement for applications of pesticides. At issue is the January 2009, Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals opinion in National Cotton Council v. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency that requires pesticide applications to be permitted under the Clean Water Act. This National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit is now in addition to any label requirements or restrictions already placed on the use of a pesticide under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). The Roberts and Johanns bill, S. 175, ensures Clean Water Act permits are not needed for the applications of pesticides and amends FIFRA by stating that no permit shall be required for the use of a pesticide that is registered under FIFRA. Roberts said, “This double layer of red tape is costly to the agriculture industry and consumers. It also takes aim at public health departments by requiring permits on top of existing permits for pesticide use.” Roberts introduced the same legislation in the last Congress where it was blocked from consideration on the Senate floor. Also in the 112th Congress, the House and the Senate Ag Committee passed similar legislation, H.R. 872, with strong bipartisan support. 

Hen Housing Legislation Expected: United Egg Producers president Chad Gregory said he expects hen housing legislation to be introduced in Congress soon.  At the UEP’s recent animal welfare meeting, Gregory said that Rep. Kurt Schrader (D., Ore.) and Sen. Diane Feinstein (D., Cal.) are expected to introduce an amendment to the Egg Products Inspection Act of 1970 that would set a national standard for hen housing.  Last year, in the House and Senate, Schrader and Feinstein introduced similar legislation, which eventually died.  
Senators Introduce Extension of Ag Disaster Assistance Programs for 2012, 2013: Senators Max Baucus (D-Mont.), Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) and Roy Blunt (R-M.O) introduced legislation last week to extend agriculture disaster assistance programs that expired at the end of the 2011 fiscal year and were not part of the nine month Farm Bill extension. The bill would backfill the programs for 2012 and extend them through 2013 while Congress works to pass a long-term Farm Bill.  Disaster programs extended under this bill include: Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), Livestock Forage Program (LFP), Emergency Livestock  Assistance Program (ELAP), Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for fruit losses, and the Tree Assistance Program (TAP).
Immigration NEWS

Bipartisan Immigration Plan Makes Ag Provisions: Four Democrats and four Republicans – Charles Schumer ( D-N.Y.), Dick Durbin(D-Ill.), Robert Menendez ( D-N.J.), Michael Bennet  (D-Colo.), John McCain (R-Ariz.), Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), Jeff Flake ( R-Ariz.), and Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.)-presented a framework for immigration reform last week. The senators intend for this proposal to be a permanent fix to the immigration system and included four legislative pillars: create a path to citizenship for unauthorized immigrants currently living in the United States that is contingent upon securing our borders and tracking whether legal immigrants have left the country when required;  reform  our  legal  immigration  system; create an employment verification system that will prevent identity theft and end the hiring of future unauthorized workers; and, establish an improved process for admitting future workers to serve our nation’s workforce needs, while simultaneously protecting all workers. As far as undocumented agricultural workers, these individuals will earn a path to citizenship through a different process under a new agricultural worker program.” The day after the plan was unveiled, President Obama said that broad consensus is growing and now is the time to address the current, broken immigration system.
Environmental NEWS

EPA Proposes 2013 Renewable Fuel Standards: The U.S. EPA is proposing the 2013 percentage standards for four fuel categories that are part of the agency’s Renewable Fuel Standard program (RFS2).  The proposal will be open for a 45-day public comment period The Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (EISA) established the RFS2 program and the annual renewable fuel volume targets, which steadily increase to an overall level of 36 billion gallons in 2022. The proposed 2013 overall volumes and standards are:  biomass-based diesel (1.28 billion gallons; 1.12 percent); advanced biofuels (2.75 billion gallons; 1.60 percent); cellulosic biofuels (14 million gallons; 0.008 percent); total renewable fuels (16.55 billion gallons; 9.63 percent). For 2013, the program is proposing to implement EISA’s requirement to blend more than 1.35 billion gallons of renewable fuels over the amount mandated for 2012. For more info, click here.
People NEWS

Cal Lewis Named to Vegetable Growers Hall of Fame: Rocky Point vegetable grower Cal Lewis was recently inducted into the North Carolina Vegetable Growers Hall of Fame.  Lewis is the third generation of his family to grow fruit and vegetables near Wilmington, N.C. and grows strawberries, blueberries, blackberries, and bell peppers. Lewis has been a member of the NCVGA since its beginnings in the 1970s.

Ports Authority Executive Director Leaves: Tom Bradshaw is no longer the executive director of the N.C. State Ports Authority.  Bradshaw began his position as interim statewide logistics coordinator on Jan. 23, 2012 and said he would hold the position for a year.  He left the post on Jan. 25, 2013.  However, board members were surprised by the move, according to the Wilmington Star-News.  Danny McComas, board chairman, said that he wished he had been consulted about the leadership change.   
Duke Energy Names New NC President and Chief Distribution Officer: Brett Carter, president of Duke Energy North Carolina since 2008, has been named chief distribution officer and senior vice president for the company’s utility operations in six states. The company has named Paul R. Newton to succeed Carter as state president for North Carolina. In his new role, Carter will have responsibility for the company’s distribution systems and operations in the Carolinas, Florida, Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky as the utilities continue working to modernize the electric grid. As state president for North Carolina, Newton will be responsible for advancing the company's rate and regulatory initiatives and managing state and local regulatory and governmental relations, economic development and community affairs, as well as water strategy and services.
Business NEWS
Butterball Named N.C. Exporter of the Year: The N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services named Garner-based Butterball as the 2013 N.C. Exporter of the Year at the annual Ag Development Forum at the State Fairgrounds Jan. 31. “From 2009 to 2011, we saw turkey exports nearly double in North Carolina,” said Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler. “Butterball makes up a significant percentage of those exports and is deserving of this honor.” Butterball exports more than 100 million pounds of turkey products to more than 50 countries annually. In addition, the company develops new products that cater to international markets and customs. As a result, Butterball is able to export 15 percent of its annual volume through products the U.S. market cannot absorb. 
Animal Activism NEWS

IHOP and Applebee’s to Eliminate Gestation Crates: DineEquity, Inc., the parent company of iconic restaurant brands IHOP and Applebee’s, announced a new policy that will eliminate the use of gestation crates from its pork supply chain for its more than 3,500 restaurants. The company expects all of its vendors to comply by 2020.  The company previously announced it would increase the use of cage-free egg products.
Commodity NEWS
Wine Grape Production Guide Available for NC growers: The grape and wine industry in North Carolina is now worth in excess of $30 million dollars. To assist NC growers in the production of quality grapes for quality wines, a newly revised 196-page guide has been written for winegrape growers. The North Carolina Winegrape Grower’s Guide provides grape growers with practical information about choosing an appropriate site for a vineyard, establishment, and operation of commercial vineyards in N.C. It includes a new chapter on spring frost control and examines the pros and cons of active frost protection systems.  For more info, click here.

Deal Reached to Further Open Japan’s Market to U.S. Beef: USTR Ron Kirk and US Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the United States and Japan have agreed on new terms and conditions that pave the way for expanded exports of U.S. beef and beef products to Japan. Under these new terms, which enter into effect on February 1, 2013, Japan will now permit the import of beef from cattle less than 30 months of age, compared to the previous limit of 20 months, among other steps. It is estimated that these important changes will result in hundreds of millions of dollars in exports of U.S. beef to Japan in the coming years. The two governments also agreed to regular and ad hoc consultations to review progress under the agreement and address any issues that may arise. 

Russia Bans U.S. Beef and Pork: Effective Feb. 11, Russia will not allow imports of U.S. beef and pork because Washington could not guarantee that these products are ractopamine free.   The U.S. is reportedly the only meat supplier that has not provided that assurance.  Russia is banning chilled and frozen U.S. meat products.
USDA NEWS 
USDA Names NCSU’S CALS Dean to National Committee on Microbiological Criteria for Foods:  USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) announced the re-chartering of the National Advisory Committee on Microbiological Criteria for Foods (NACMCF) and welcomes the addition of new members.  Dr. Richard Linton, dean of NCSU’S College of Ag & Life Sciences, was recently named to serve on the committee. The committee is charged with providing recommendations to the Secretaries of Agriculture and Health and Human Services (HHS) on microbiological criteria by which the safety and wholesomeness of food can be assessed. NACMCF members serve a two-year renewable term.
Important Updates on the Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC) Program: Beginning Feb. 5, USDA will issue payments to dairy farmers enrolled in the Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC) program for the September 2012 marketings. The 2008 Farm Bill extension provides for a continuation of the MILC program through Sept. 30, 2013. As announced by FSA on Jan. 22, all dairy producers’ MILC contracts are automatically extended to Sept. 30, 2013. Eligible producers therefore do not need to re-enroll in MILC. MILC operations with approved contracts will continue to receive monthly payments, if available. The payment rate for September 2012 is approximately $0.59 per hundredweight. The payment rate for October 2012 marketings is approximately $0.02 per hundredweight. The payment rate for November 2012 marketings is zero. For more info, click here.
Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for February: USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for February 2013. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for February 2013 is 0.125 percent, unchanged from 0.125 in January 2013. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during February 2013 is 1.125 percent, unchanged from 1.125. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for February are as follows, 1.250 percent with seven-year loan terms, up from 1.125 in January; 1.875 percent with 10-year loan terms, up from 1.625 in January and; 2.125 percent with 12-year loan terms, up from 1.875 percent in January. The maximum discount rate applicable for February 2013 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from January. 
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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