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Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 7 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 58,200 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,300 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com.

Washington NEWS

U.S. Congressman Jones Wants Your Input:  U.S. Congressman Walter B. Jones (N.C.-3) wants to hear your thoughts on today’s issues.  You can fill out the online survey by clicking here.
N.C. Legislative NEWS

N.C. House Environment Subcommittee Members Named: Rep. Rick Catlin (R-New Hanover), Rep. Chris Mills (R-Pender), and Rep. Frank Iler (R-Brunswick) have been appointed to the Environment Subcommittee of the newly-formed Regulatory Reform Committee in the N.C. House of Representatives. According to the Wilmington Star-News, the committee will work to reduce government regulations on businesses. Catlin, who will serve as chairman of the subcommittee, said the subcommittee is just getting started and specific reforms haven’t been targeted.

State Boards Cut by Senate Bill: The N.C. Senate Rules Committee advanced a bill, S.B. 10, which would downsize some state boards and give the governor and General Assembly the ability to place their own picks to those boards.  The size of the powerful Utilities Commission would remain the same, but the terms of the current members would end and appointments would be made by the governor, which is how appointments are currently made.  The Coastal Resources Advisory Council would be reduced from 45 to 20 members and all current members’ terms would end.  Appointments would cease to be made by state department heads and others, giving that power to the Coastal Resources Commission. The Environmental Management Commission would be reduced to 13 from 19 members and seven would be appointed by the governor, who currently appoints 13. Six would be appointed by the General Assembly, which currently appoints six members.  The terms of all current members would end. Democrats and environmentalists objected to the bill, which could come up for a vote on the Senate floor as soon as Wednesday.
Fuel& Energy NEWS

Biofuels Center Announces 2012-2013 Targeted Biofuels Funding: The Biofuels Center of North Carolina announced it will award up to $1.1 million for projects that address identified areas of critical need related to the acceleration of the renewable fuels industry in western N.C. Awards for the 2012-2013 targeted biofuels development funding program—Catalyzing Products in Western North Carolina—will be determined through a competitive, peer-review process.  The program will fund projects based in or directly benefiting one or more of the following counties: Alexander, Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Cherokee, Clay, Cleveland, Davie, Gaston, Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Iredell, Jackson, Lincoln, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford, Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Watauga, Wilkes, Yadkin, and Yancey. The deadline for bid submissions is February 25, 2013.
Duke Energy Carolinas Files N.C. Rate Increase Request: Duke Energy Carolinas filed a request with the North Carolina Utilities Commission to increase electric rates by approximately $446 million, for an overall increase of 9.7 percent. More than 90 percent of the request is driven by capital investments that Duke Energy Carolinas has made in the electric system.  Duke Energy says the increase is needed to begin paying the company back for money it has already invested in new cleaner, more efficient power plants and equipment and to comply with increasing state and federal regulations.  “The new natural gas plant at Dan River does the job of three older, less-efficient coal plants that we will now retire, and it does so with significantly lower emissions. Advanced technology at the Cliffside Steam Station in Mooresboro, completed at the end of 2012, removes more than 99 percent of sulfur dioxide emissions and 90 percent of nitrogen and mercury emissions,” said Paul Newton, Duke Energy state president – North Carolina.  The company says it will continue to offer energy-efficiency programs and assistance for low-income customers to minimize the impact of increased energy costs to its customers.

People NEWS
N.C. Democratic Party Elects New Chairman: Pittsboro Mayor Randy Voller beat former U.S. Congressman Bob Etheridge by a vote of 309-298 in the race to serve as the N.C. Democratic Party chairman. Earlier, state Sen. Eric Mansfield dropped out of the race, leaving Voller as the only candidate until Etheridge agreed to serve the morning of the vote.  Etheridge left the meeting before he was nominated, according to the News & Observer.  Voller succeeds David Parker, who resigned at the end of last year. 

New Acting Executive Director for Ports Authority: Jeff Miles has been appointed acting executive director of the North Carolina State Ports Authority effective immediately. Miles joined the Ports in 2005 as chief operating officer and was promoted to deputy executive director in 2012.  Miles is stepping in after Tom Bradshaw, who was the interim executive director, left Jan. 25 after a year in the post. In the coming weeks, a nationwide search will begin for a permanent executive director.  
N.C. Soybean, Wheat Winners: At the recent NC Joint Commodities Conference, several farmers won awards for their successful production methods for soybeans and wheat.  Cox Brothers Farm, Union County, won the state's Most Efficient Yield for producing his soybeans for $3.26/bushel.  Regional soybean awards: Bert Dixon, Greene County, won the Most Efficient Yield in the Northern Coastal Plain for producing soybeans for $3.33/bushel; Doug Sockwell, Guilford County, won the Most Efficient Yield in the Northern Piedmont for producing his beans for $3.51/bushel;  Craig Croft, Perquimans County, won the Most Efficient Yield in the Tidewater area for producing his beans for $3.97/bushel; Moses Farmer, Harnett County, won the Most Efficient Yield in the Southern Coastal Plain for producing his beans for $4.89/ bushel. The 1st place statewide winner for the N.C. Wheat Yield Contest was Allen Weeks, Pasquotank County, who produced 119.4 bushels of wheat/acre. Regional wheat awards include: Phil McLain, Iredell County, won 1st place in the Piedmont area for his production of 100 bushels/acre; Aycock Brothers, Wilson County, won 1st place for the Coastal Plain area for their production of 107.5 bushels/acre.
Environmental NEWS

USDA Releases Report on the Effects of Climate Change on Ag: The USDA released two comprehensive reports that synthesize the scientific literature on climate change effects and adaptation strategies for U.S. agriculture and forests. The reports, entitled Climate Change and Agriculture: Effects and Adaptation and the Effects of Climate Variability and Change on Forest Ecosystems: A Comprehensive Science Synthesis for the U.S. Forest Sector, indicate how climate change is affecting U.S. farms, forests, grasslands, and rural communities. To read the full reports, click here.
Business NEWS
Cold Storage Facility at Port Gets Nod From Officials: The N.C. Council of State voted on a ground lease that would allow USA InvestCo to build a new cold storage facility at the Port of Wilmington.  The 75,000-square-foot facility would create about 110 jobs and would store fruit, vegetables, and meat and has the potential to expand to 300,000 square feet. Such a facility would make the port more competitive with nearby ports in Charleston, S.C., Norfolk, Va., and Savannah, Ga. USA InvestCo expects to initially invest $13 million in the project but is waiting on state and local incentives before proceeding.

N.C. Chicken Farmers Sue Omtron: Nearly 130 chicken farmers have sued Omtron USA, the Ukrainian company that bought the Townsends operations out of bankruptcy in early 2011, for breach of contract.  Shortly after acquiring Townsends, Omtron closed down the chicken processing plants in Siler City and Mocksville, terminating contracts with N.C. chicken farmers. The farmers hoped another processor would buy the facilities, which have now been idle for more than a year, and start processing.  But Omtron was evasive during negotiations, even when a buyer offered the asking price, and promising deals never made it past initial negotiations.   In November, 2012, Omtron filed for bankruptcy and is required to liquidate its assets according to the court-mandated timeline, but some speculate that Omtron could be stalling.  However, farmers are hoping that the courts can recover some of their losses due to the terminated contracts and force the company to sell. 

Access to Land, Capital Biggest Obstacle for Beginning Farmers:  According to a report recently released by USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS), between 1982 and 2007, the number of farmers who operated farms for less than 10 years declined along with the number of young principal operators. The report stated that 16 percent of all principal operators were under the age of 35 in 1982, but by 2007 that number dropped to 5 percent. “Beginning farmers are a key to twenty-first-century agriculture,” says Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack.  USDA provides low-interest loans and transfer programs geared toward the younger generation to help obtain farmland and build up their operation. With the per-acre value of farm real estate averaging $2,650 in 2012, according to ERS, many young people find it difficult to get into the business. On average, income obtained from jobs off of the farm accounted for 83 percent of farm operator household cash income in 2011. Most families operating small farms have a negative net farm income. To read the full report, click here.
Commodity NEWS

U.S. Turkey Banned by Russia: In addition to the recent ban on U.S. beef and pork, Russia is now including turkey. The action is the result of Russia’s ban on ractopamine and will take effect Feb. 11. Turkey meat and turkey meat finished products are included in the restrictions.

Chicks Placed, Eggs Set Rise: Hatcheries set 3 percent more eggs, 198 million, in incubators for the week ending Feb. 2.  Average hatchability was 84 percent.  Broiler growers increased placements by 1 percent, placing 162 million chicks. Cumulative placements increased 1 percent to 814 million for the period of Dec. 20, 1012 to Feb. 2, 2013. 
NCDA NEWS

Listening Session on FDA’s Proposed Produce Safety Rule Feb. 20: Produce farmers and packers can learn more about the federal government’s proposed produce safety rule at a listening session Feb. 20 at the State Fairgrounds. Individuals also will have the opportunity to ask questions during the session, which will take place from 1 to 5 p.m. in the Scott Building. “The produce safety rule could mean big changes for produce farmers and packers, so it’s critical that they learn everything they can about it,” said Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler, who will be the meeting’s host. The comment period for the proposed rule closes May 16, 2013. Individuals interested in attending the listening session are encouraged to register at www.ncagr.gov/FDAlisten so that organizers will have an estimate of the audience size. Anyone with questions about the event should contact Christina Waggett with NCDA&CS at 919-707-3008.
USDA NEWS

USDA Extends Census Deadline: With 1.4 million 2012 Census of Agriculture forms returned, the USDA is thanking everyone for sending in their census form. For those who missed the deadline, USDA reminds producers that their farm is important and needs to be counted. As a result, census forms are still being accepted. The deadline for submitting census forms was February 4. However, those who did not respond by the original due date will receive another copy of the form in the mail. Farmers and ranchers can return their forms by mail or online at www.agcensus.usda.gov.
Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments Continued for the 2013 Crop Year: The marketing assistance loan (MAL) and loan deficiency payment (LDP) provisions authorized in the 2008 Farm Bill have been extended for the 2013 crop year with the passage of the American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012. MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, rice, feed grains, soybeans and other oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, cotton, honey and wool. Assistance is available to eligible producers beginning with harvest or shearing season and extending through the program year. The 2013 mohair crop is not eligible for MALs or LDPs because mohair provisions were suspended by the Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act of 2012 and the Continuing Appropriations Resolution, 2013.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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