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This week’s issue of the AgNews Update is sponsored by The NC Growers Association (NCGA), a non-profit cooperative that consists of approximately 750 North Carolina grower-members who grow a wide variety of diversified crops from flowers, turfgrass, and Christmas trees to tobacco, cucumbers and sweet potatoes.  NCGA provides its members a labor force via the H-2a program, which is a legal guestworker program, authorized by the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) of 1986. H-2a enables farmers to secure a legal and adequate labor force that is available and capable of assisting with the seasonal/temporary manual labor associated with some agricultural crops. In order to utilize the H-2a program, growers must certify with USDOL they have first engage in independent positive recruitment of US workers through the local employment security commission, word of mouth with other growers and by placing ads in newspapers and on the radio, as well as soliciting the return of any former, qualified workers.

Washington NEWS
Hagan Announces Creation of Small Business Committee: U.S. Senator Kay Hagan (D-N.C.) announced her newly-created Small Business Advisory Committee. The Small Business Advisory Committee will advise her on legislative issues and assist her in the development of policy proposals to support N.C.’s small businesses. Hagan serves on the Senate Small Business Committee. The Advisory Committee will be led by four co-chairs and comprised of 15-20 small business owners and advocates from across the state who will meet with Senator Hagan and her staff throughout the year. Hagan announced the four committee co-chairs: Oscar Wong, founder and owner of Highland Brewing Company in Asheville and the Small Business Administration’s 2012 Person of the Year; Andrea Harris, president of the North Carolina Institute of Minority Economic Development; Paul Wetenhall, president of Ventureprise, a public-private non-profit affiliated with UNC Charlotte that seeks to be a catalyst for entrepreneurial innovation; and John Cooper, owner of the Mast General Store system. 

Farmer Input on FDA Food Safety Act Requested:  A graduate student in Food Studies at New York University is conducting a survey to gather information and opinions from farmers. Hopefully, this information will be useful in advising organizations and the FDA on how best to accommodate farms of varying sizes and methods while also achieving high levels of food safety, confident customers, and a wholesome food supply. The FDA has recently published its produce safety rules, and the public currently has until May 15th to offer comments on the rules. Responses are automatically anonymous, and the survey should take about ten minutes to complete. To take the survey, click here. The FDA recently updated its Q&A section to address the new food safety rules concerning prevention and produce safety. Click here to view FDA’s FAQ.
Animal Activism NEWS

Ag Group Initiative Promotes Animal Well-Being: The National Pork Producers Council joined with the National Pork Board, the dairy industry, and the Center for Food Integrity to launch an initiative to encourage the immediate reporting of animal abuse, neglect, mishandling or harm. The “See It? Stop It!” initiative provides tools for farms to affirm that proper animal care is the responsibility of all employees and that animal abuse is not acceptable or tolerated. Farm workers will be encouraged to report abuse. Additional information is available at www.SeeItStopIt.org.
University NEWS

New Agricultural Institute Director Named: Dr. Elizabeth Wilson, professor in the Department of Agricultural and Extension Education at N.C. State University, has been named director of the university’s Agricultural Institute and assistant director of academic programs for the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. On May 1, Wilson will succeed Dr. John Cornwell, a former institute director who came out of retirement to serve as interim director following Dr. Barbara Kirby. Kirby served in the position through August 2012. In addition to serving as a professor in the Department of Agricultural and Extension Education, Dr. Wilson is the undergraduate coordinator for the agricultural education degree. Before joining N.C. State University’s faculty as central region agricultural education coordinator in 1996, she was a high school agriculture teacher in Wilson, Johnston, and Durham counties. 
NC Choices Hosts Retreat for Women in Meat Industry: A retreat in Chapel Hill on May 20-22 will focus on the emerging role of women in the meat industry. The Women Working in the Meat Business Retreat is hosted by NC Choices and sponsored by the Farm Credit Associations of North Carolina. Scholarships are available for women meat producers, meat processors, and food professionals from N.C. The two-day, two-night retreat will focus on hands-on meat cutting, marketing, and merchandising.  Both sessions will be facilitated by Master Butcher Kari Underly, author of The Art of Beef Cutting: A Meat Professional’s Guide to Butchering and Merchandising.  Registration is limited to the first 25 participants.  For registration, scholarship information and sponsorship opportunities contact Meredith McKissick at meredith@ncchoices.com.
Business NEWS

Chinese-Owned Lumber Company Expands in Charlotte: Tides and Times Group USA, one of America’s largest exporters of hardwood lumber to Asia, announced that it will expand its headquarters operation in Charlotte, adding 30 jobs. The Chinese-owned company operates hardwood sawmills and lumber-drying facilities in the U.S. as well as sales offices and a distribution center in Asia. The company is one of the major oak-flooring suppliers to the U.S. flooring industry and one of the major hardwood lumber suppliers to overseas markets, especially China and Vietnam. Nearly 40 percent of annual exports are from the sawmills in the Carolinas and Virginia.
DuPont and Monsanto Reach Licensing Agreements on Next-Generation Soybean Technologies:  DuPont and Monsanto announced a series of technology licensing agreements that will expand the range of seed products they can offer farmers. The agreements include a multi-year, royalty-bearing license for Monsanto’s next-generation soybean technologies in the United States and Canada.  Through these agreements, DuPont Pioneer will be able to offer Genuity® Roundup Ready 2 Yield® soybeans as early as 2014 and Genuity® Roundup Ready 2 Xtend™ glyphosate and dicamba tolerant soybeans as early as 2015, pending regulatory approvals.  DuPont Pioneer also will receive regulatory data rights for the soybean and corn traits previously licensed from Monsanto, enabling it to create a wide array of stacked trait combinations using traits or genetics from DuPont Pioneer or others. Monsanto will receive access to certain DuPont Pioneer disease resistance and corn defoliation patents. 
Environmental NEWS

More Than Half of Nation’s River and Stream Miles in Poor Condition: The U.S. EPA released the results of the first comprehensive survey looking at the health of thousands of stream and river miles across the country, finding that more than half – 55 percent – are in poor condition for aquatic life. Findings of the assessment include: 27 percent of the nation’s rivers and streams have excessive levels of nitrogen and 40 percent have high levels of phosphorus; streams and rivers are at an increased risk due to decreased vegetation cover and increased human disturbance; high bacteria levels were found in 9 percent of stream and river miles; and more than 13,000 miles of rivers have fish with mercury levels that may be unsafe for human consumption. EPA plans to use this new data to inform decision making about addressing needs around the country for rivers, streams, and other water bodies. For more info, click here. 
Commodity NEWS
North Carolina Farmers Intend to Plant More Corn, Wheat and Tobacco in 2013:  The N.C. Field Office of USDA’s National Agriculture Statistics Service released the latest N.C. planting intentions. Corn plantings are expected to total 890,000 acres in 2013, up 3% from 2012. Cotton growers intend to plant 450,000 acres in 2013, 23% fewer than last year. Flue-cured tobacco growers expect to harvest 170,000 acres in 2013, up 4% from 2012. Burley tobacco growers expect to harvest 2,100 acres in 2013, unchanged from last year. Soybean plantings, at 1.58 million acres, are expected to decrease 1% from 2012. Peanut growers intend to plant 80,000 acres in 2013, down 25% from the planted acreage in 2012. Sweet potato growers intend to plant 58,000 acres, down 5,000 from last year. Hay producers expect to cut 640,000 acres in 2013, down 3% from 2012. Winter wheat plantings totaled 960,000 acres, up 16% from last year. To read the full report, click here.

USDA Expects Record-High Combined Corn and Soybean Acreage: Determined to make up for a crop that was adversely affected by historic drought last year, U.S. farmers intend to plant a record-high combined 174.4 million acres of corn and soybeans in 2013, according to the Prospective Plantings report released  by the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. If realized, corn will represent the highest planted acreage in the United States since 1936 (102 million planted acres) and for soybeans the fourth highest acreage on record. Corn growers intend to plant 97.3 million acres in 2013, up for the fifth consecutive year, slightly higher than last year and 6 percent higher than in 2011. Farmers in some areas of the country remain challenged by persistent drought conditions which is limiting the amount of expected soybean acreage in some states. Therefore, nationally 77.1 million acres of soybeans are expected to be planted, down slightly from last year but up 3 percent from 2011. 

NCDA NEWS

NCDA&CS to Treat Gypsy Moth Infestations: The NCDA&CS will soon treat gypsy moth infestations in Granville and Warren counties. The treatments are anticipated to occur between April 5 and April 25, depending on weather conditions and insect development. Two fine-mist applications of the biological pesticide Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki, or Bt(k), will be made four to 10 days apart. For more information, including maps and a description of the proposed treatment area, go to www.ncagr.com/gypsymoth.

Three New NCDA&CS Regional Agronomists to Advise Growers: The NCDA&CS recently announced the hiring of three new regional agronomists. Growers can now seek agricultural advice from Georgia Love in Anson, Guilford, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, Moore, Randolph, Richmond, and Scotland counties; Chris Jernigan in Craven, Carteret, Greene, Jones, Lenoir, and Pitt counties; and Amy Poirier in Cabarrus, Davidson, Davie, Forsyth, Iredell, Mecklenburg, Rowan, Stanly, Surry, Union, and Yadkin counties.  The agronomists are experts in crop fertilization, nutrient management, lime needs, soil testing, plant tissue analysis, use of animal wastes and composts, nematode analysis, and testing of source water and nutrient solutions. Visit www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/rahome.htm for more info.
USDA NEWS

N.C. Receives Forestland Grant: USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, together with the U.S. Forest Service and the U.S. Endowment for Forestry and Communities, announces a $1.2 million grant opportunity for North Carolina’s Roanoke Rural Electric Cooperative and the Center for Heirs Property Preservation in Charleston, S.C. to help African American landowners in North and South Carolina improve their forestlands. Over the next 30 months, the grant will support more than 50 African American landowners in N.C.  in their efforts to improve their forested lands. NRCS and the Forest Service will provide assistance for conservation planning and assist eligible landowners implement conservation practices. The ultimate goal of the grant is to help landowners sustain and retain their economically and environmentally valuable lands
No Marketing Quota for 2014 Wheat Crop: The USDA announced that no marketing quota will be in effect for the 2014 wheat crop, a declaration required by current circumstances. If a new farm bill is not written or the current law extended, the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 calls for a marketing quota for the 2014 wheat crop if the total supply of the crop is likely excessive without the quota and requires the Secretary to decide not later than April 15, 2013 whether to impose it. 

USDA Seeks Nominees for United Soybean Board: USDA is seeking nominations to serve on the United Soybean Board.  Vacancies for producer member positions will occur in Arkansas, Delaware, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Mississippi, North Carolina, North Dakota, Nebraska, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, Wisconsin, and both the Eastern and Western Regions. There are alternate vacancies in Delaware, Georgia, New York, Texas, and the Eastern and Western Regions.  Any soybean producer within the United States that owns or shares the ownership and risk of loss of soybeans can be considered for nomination. All eligible producers are invited to seek nomination by April 26, 2013. For more info, click here.
Deadline Extended for Hispanic and Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims: Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced the extension of the voluntary claims process for Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers who allege discrimination by the USDA in past decades. All claims must now be filed by MAY 1, 2013. For more info, go to www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508-4429.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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