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BASF Crop Protection helps farmers get the most out of every acre. As a leading producer of agricultural products, the BASF portfolio includes herbicides, fungicides, insecticides and seed treatment technologies that provide the optimal level of crop protection.  Our innovative products help growers maximize yields to help meet the food and fuel demands of a growing world population. At BASF Crop Protection, we invest more than $500 million globally each year in research and development. We are dedicated to discovering and developing new environmentally-sound agricultural products and technologies. In fact, we will introduce 33 new innovations within the next five years. Our vision is to be the world’s leading innovator, optimizing agricultural production, and improving nutrition, thus enhancing quality of life. We want what you want – healthier plants, higher yields and higher profit potential. Please visit agproducts.basf.us  for more information.

Washington NEWS
Gillibrand Urges President to Exempt Bulk Shipments of Apples From Double Inspection: U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), a newly-appointed member of the President’s Export Council, urged the president to exempt bulk shipments of apples to Canada from double inspection. The Apple and Pear Export Act of 1933 requires that all exported apples are inspected. However, pears have been excluded from the law since 1999.   Exempting bulk shipments of U.S. apples to Canada from double inspection required by the Apple Export Act would offer growers immediate savings of approximately $300 per truckload, and allow growers to create their own distribution schedules, eliminating costly after-hours inspection procedures.
Legislative NEWS

Repeal of Renewable Energy Bill Passes House Committee: A bill, HB 298, that revokes the mandate that power companies purchase renewable energy has passed an N.C. House committee by a vote of 11 to 10.  The bill is sponsored by Republican Rep. Mike Hager from Rutherfordton and has to clear three more committees. 

McCrory Closes Hispanic Office: Last week, N.C. Governor Pat McCrory closed the Office of Hispanic/Latino Affairs, which has been operating out of the governor’s office since the 1990s. Now, the constituent services office will handle issues for all residents.  The Hispanic office had one staff person who recently left.  McCrory’s Chief of Staff Thomas Stith said that constituents didn’t need to be divided by race or culture.  He added that culturally-sensitive issues could be handled by an advisory council.

Immigration NEWS

Immigration Bills Taking Shape: The U.S. Senate and House are working quickly to craft new immigration legislation.  The Senate bill, which is similar to the AgJobs legislation that never passed a few years ago, would redesign the farm worker program.  While details are still being worked out, farm workers who have worked for two years in the U.S. would likely be given a speedier path to legal status through a “blue card” visa process.  After five years, those workers could then apply for a green card.  As for the H-2A program, an overhaul is being discussed, and growers are pushing for multiyear stays.  However, there is disagreement over the number of visas that will be available and wages.  In the House, a quick path to citizenship is detailed for ag labor and those brought to the U.S. as young children, but for others, the path to citizenship would take longer than prescribed in the Senate bill.  The House bill also tightens border security and imposes stricter penalties for employers hiring illegal immigrants. Both chambers are expected to release their bills next week.
USCIS Temporarily Suspends Adjudication of Most H-2B Petitions: Effective March 22, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) is temporarily suspending adjudication of most Form I-129 H-2B petitions for temporary non-agricultural workers while the government considers appropriate action in response to the Court order entered March 21. That order granted a permanent injunction against the operation of the portion of the DOL’s 2008 wage rule related to certain prevailing wage determinations and gave DOL 30 days to come into compliance with the Court order. Premium processing of H-2B petitions will be suspended until further notice. Petitioners who have already filed an H-2B petition using the premium processing service and receive no agency action on their case within the 15 calendar day period will be issued a refund. The DOL intends to promulgate a revised wage rule within 30 days of the date of the Court order.  H-2B workers include those working in landscaping, construction, food processing, and hospitality.
People NEWS
Murphy Recognized by N.C. Chamber: During the North Carolina Chamber's 2013 annual meeting held last week in Greensboro, pork producer Wendell H. Murphy was honored with the Award for Distinguished Citizenship.  Murphy is the previous chairman and CEO of Murphy Farms and a former state senator. The award is given to individuals who have made significant contributions to North Carolina's economy and to the life of the state. 
Animal Activism NEWS

HSUS Files Suit Against Perdue: The Humane Society of the United States filed a class action lawsuit against Perdue Farms, the nation’s third-largest poultry producer. HSUS alleges that Perdue is illegally marketing chicken products as "Humanely Raised" in violation of the New Jersey Consumer Fraud Act. The complaint seeks a jury trial and damages for the class members, as well as injunctive relief.  In a decision issued on Easter Sunday, the court denied Perdue’s arguments for dismissal, clearing the way for the case to proceed. In a release by Perdue, the company said that, “HSUS has twice amended their complaint after earlier efforts were dismissed. The judge gave them an opportunity to come back with a more specific complaint, which is what they have now done. We stand by our USDA Process Verified Program Humanely Raised claim and we plan to vigorously defend ourselves.  It is important to note that HSUS falsely asserts that there is no difference between Perdue’s welfare program and industry standards. The Harvestland/Perdue Poultry Welfare Program exceeds the National Chicken Council guidelines in several areas. Contrary to the image HSUS attempts to portray, all of our chickens are raised under a strict USDA Process Verified Program that ensures adherence to our Poultry Welfare Program from hatchery to processing. All of our chickens are raised cage-free on family farms. They live in temperature-controlled housing with fresh-air ventilation. They have constant access to food and water, room to move about and exhibit natural behaviors, and cycles of light and dark to ensure resting periods.”
Commodity NEWS
N.C. Hog Report: All hogs and pigs on N.C. farms on March 1, 2013 totaled 8.9 million head, down 1% from December 1, 2012, according to data released by USDA’s NASS N.C. field office on March 28. Market hogs, at 8.03 million head, were up 4% from last year and down 1% from last quarter. Breeding stock totaled 870,000 head, up 1% from last year and up 1% from December 1, 2012. The state’s pig crop during the December 2012 – February 2013 period totaled 4.323 million head, down 1% from the same period last year. These pigs were produced by 455,000 sows, a 3% increase from the same time last year. Pigs saved per litter averaged 9.5, which is down from the 9.9 pigs saved during the same quarter last year. North Carolina producers intend to farrow 465,000 sows during the March–May 2013 quarter and 455,000 sows during the June–August 2013 quarter. 

Value of N.C. Catfish, Trout Sales Up: Catfish sales in North Carolina totaled $5.70 million in 2012, up 3% from $5.54 million in 2011, according to data released March 2 by USDA’s NASS N.C. field office. The average price received for foodsize catfish increased from 5 cents in 2012 to $1.09 per pound. This was $0.15 higher than the national average of $0.94. By point of first sale, direct sales to processors accounted for 95% of total foodsize fish sales. N.C. ranks 6th nationally in total catfish sales. Catfish growers in the U.S. had sales of $341 million during 2012, down 20% from the previous year. The top four states, Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas, and Texas, accounted for 95% of total US sales. North Carolina’s commercial trout growers sold 3.43 million pounds of trout in 2012. Value of sales totaled $6.27 million, up 21% from the previous year. North Carolina ranks second in the nation in trout sales behind Idaho. Value of sales for trout 12 inches and longer increased 17% to $5.59 million and averaged $1.72 per pound. Pounds sold were 3.25 million, down 3% from a year earlier. Nationally, the total value of sales received by trout growers totaled $79.7 million for 2012, up 6% from the previous year. Idaho accounted for 55% of the total value of fish sold.
Hay Day in June: The Eastern North Carolina Hay Day will be held June 25 in Greenville, N.C.  The program will include presentations on weed management in pastures, forage production management, beef industry updates, hay baler and tedder and mover and conditioners demonstrations.  The event will be held at Tar River Ranch located on 3110 Old River Road, Greenville, N.C. 27834. For more information, contact one of the following Cooperative Extension Agents: Al Cochran at 252-789-4370, Andy Burlingham at 252-702-1700, Jared Harrell at 252-426-5428, Wendy Burgess at 252-358-7822, Lee Tyre at 252-534-2831, Martha Mobley at 919-496-3344, Tanya Heath at 252-641-7827, Jacob Searcy at 252-946-0111, or Gary Hanson at 252-793-4428.
Meat Association Premieres 'Meat Experts' Website: The North American Meat Association just unveiled a new website for meat industry regulatory guidance at www.meatexperts.com.  The new NAMA Meat Experts is a site for meat company managers and others to get answers to meat regulation related questions. The site invites visitor participation via ‘Ask the Experts’ inquiries and provides a forum for ongoing discussion on each inquiry. The goal is to build a knowledgebase about meat inspection, food safety and industry regulatory oversight based on incoming questions and the staff’s expertise. An app for iPhone and Android with which visitors will be able to access the knowledgebase at NAMA Meat Experts, and also to send in new inquiries directly from their smart phones, will be released later this spring.

NCDA NEWS

Nominations Open for Pesticide Advisory Committee: The N.C. Pesticide Board, which oversees pesticide regulations in the state, is seeking a conservationist and a practicing farmer to fill two vacancies on its Pesticide Advisory Committee. The 20-member committee advises board members and the commissioner of agriculture on matters related to N.C. Pesticide Law. Committee members provide feedback on technical questions and the development of rules and regulations. Nominations can be mailed to Jim Burnette, secretary, N.C. Pesticide Board, 1090 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1090, or emailed to james.burnette@ncagr.gov. Nominees should include a statement of qualifications and brief resume with their submission. Deadline for nomination is April 30. For more information or questions about the committee, contact Burnette at 919-733-3556.
USDA NEWS
USDA Invites Applications for REAP Projects: USDA is seeking applications to provide assistance to agricultural producers and rural small businesses for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects. Funding is available from USDA's Rural Energy for America Program (REAP). USDA is accepting the following applications: Renewable energy system and energy efficiency improvement grant applications and combination grant and guaranteed loan applications until April 30, 2013; Renewable energy system and energy efficiency improvement guaranteed loan only applications until July 15, 2013; Renewable energy system feasibility study grant applications through April 30, 2013. More info is available here.

Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for April: The USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) borrowing rate-based charge for April 2013 is 0.125 percent, unchanged from 0.125 in March 2013. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during April 2013 is 1.125 percent, unchanged from March. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for April 2013 are as follows, 1.375 percent with seven-year loan terms, unchanged from March; 2.000 percent with 10-year loan terms, unchanged from March and; 2.250 percent with 12-year loan terms, unchanged from March. The maximum discount rate applicable for April 2013 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from March. 

USDA Opens Export Markets for Day-Old Chicks, Hatching Eggs, Dairy Cattle and Pears: Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack and the USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) announced recent results of the Agency's efforts to support exports of U.S. agricultural products. APHIS' recent efforts are expected to help increase exports of U.S. cattle, poultry products, and pears by over $85 million a year. APHIS is announcing the opening of export markets to Belarus, Kazakhstan and Russia for U.S. day-old chicks and hatching eggs, increasing U.S. exports by an estimated $25 million a year. Following direct negotiations with Iraqi animal health officials in February, APHIS officials reached agreement with their counterparts on export certification requirements for U.S. dairy cattle shipments to that country. The annual market value is projected to be more than $60 million. APHIS is also announcing the arrival of the first shipment of U.S. Anjou pears to China. U.S. pears are now available for the first time ever to consumers in China. In 2012, U.S. and Chinese officials reached an agreement to accept exports of pears grown in the two countries. 
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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