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Syngenta is one of the world’s leading companies with more than 26,000 employees in over 90 countries dedicated to one purpose: Bringing plant potential to life.  Through world-class science, global reach and commitment to our customers, we help to increase crop productivity, protect the environment and improve health and quality of life. With North Carolina’s rich agricultural background, we are especially proud to have established roots in this state. Over 1,110 employees across our Greensboro and Research Triangle Park facilities are dedicated to this region and value the innovative atmosphere it cultures. Our $71 million state-of-the-art expansion is scheduled for completion later this year and we look forward to the opportunities it will provide. We are honored to partner with the N.C. Museum of History, the United Way and local food banks. These collaborations have strengthened our relationships with North Carolina businesses and residents – allowing us to contribute to the state’s economy and improve the well-being of our neighbors.  Through research and development, local engagement and increased resources, we know Syngenta will continue to help North Carolina agriculture thrive in the global environment. Learn more at www.syngenta-us.com.

Washington NEWS
Senate Releases Committee Print Farm Bill; Mark Up Next Week: The official committee print of the 2013 Farm Bill is now posted on the Senate Agriculture Committee’s website.  The Agriculture Reform, Food and Jobs Act of 2013 eliminates direct payments. Farmers will no longer receive payments when prices are rising and support is not needed. The bill caps remaining risk management support at $50,000 per person and ends farm payments to non-farmers. The bill consolidates 23 existing conservation programs into 13 programs and eliminates over 100 programs and authorizations under the Ag Committee’s jurisdiction.  According to Senate Ag Committee Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow, passing the Farm Bill will yield a total of $23 billion in cuts to agriculture programs (including cuts made due to the sequester). The committee will begin marking up the Farm Bill on Tuesday, May 14.

Lucas & Peterson Release House Farm Bill: House Ag Committee Chairman Frank Lucas and Ranking Member Collin Peterson released a discussion draft of the Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Management (FARRM) Act of 2013.  The bill saves nearly $40 billion in mandatory funds, including the immediate sequestration of $6 billion; repeals or consolidates more than 100 programs; eliminates direct payments; consolidates 23 conservation programs into 13; includes reforms to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP); streamlines and reforms commodity policy, saving nearly $14 billion while also giving producers a choice in how best to manage risk.  A summary of the legislation can be found here. The House Agriculture Committee will consider the legislation during a business meeting scheduled for Wednesday, May 15.

Bill Would Clarify Dodd-Frank Farmer Exemption:  U.S. Sens. Mike Johanns (R-Neb.) and Jon Tester (D-Mont.) are leading a bipartisan coalition of senators in introducing a bill to clarify the exemption for farmers, ranchers, manufacturers and small businesses from margin requirements included in the Dodd-Frank financial legislation.  These exempted groups, known as end-users, use derivatives to manage their risk and insure against extreme price fluctuations for commodities and inputs – like seed and fertilizer. Ranchers, for example, could purchase derivatives contracts on corn in advance of the harvest to protect themselves against unforeseen market fluctuations. Despite Congress’ intent, there has been a debate over how broadly the exemption would apply.  The Commodity Futures Trading Commission and Securities and Exchange Commission previously issued a joint rule that would exempt end-users from margin, but the Federal Reserve has issued regulations that would capture many end-users in their regulations.  Joining Johanns and Tester are Sens. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.), Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), Joe Donnelly (D-Ind.), Kay Hagan (D-N.C.), Heidi Heitkamp (D-N.D.), Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), Jerry Moran (R-Kan.), Richard Shelby (R-Ala.), Pat Toomey (R-Pa.), and Mark Warner (D-Va.). The bill is identical to H.R. 634, which unanimously passed the House of Representatives’ Financial Services Committee last week.  It clarifies current law by making explicit that commercial end-users are not subject to costly margin requirements.

Senators Introduces Bipartisan Antimicrobial Data Collection Bill: U.S. Senators Kirsten Gillibrand, Dianne Feinstein, and Susan Collins introduced bipartisan legislation aimed at combating antimicrobial drug resistance.  The Antimicrobial Data Collection Act calls for increased data collection by the FDA, enhanced transparency and public awareness of antimicrobial drug use in agriculture and strengthened FDA accountability regarding unsafe antimicrobial drug use. Specifically, the legislation requires a pilot program to look into new data sources on antibiotics used on food producing animals.  The FDA will create a comprehensive data collection strategy, based on the new data sources, in order to increase data availability about antimicrobial drugs used in agriculture, such as dosage form, strength and targeted animals, to the public.  According to Collins, the bill does not create any new reporting requirements for drug companies, feed mills, or farmers.
Immigration NEWS

Senate Judiciary Committee to Continue Immigration Work: On Tuesday, May 14, the Senate Judiciary Committee will continue consideration of the Border Security, Economic Opportunity and Immigration Modernization Act.  Chairman Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) announced on Friday that the Committee will begin consideration of amendments relevant to the nonimmigrant visa provisions in Title IV of the bill.  “We made significant progress this week and have completed our work on the Border Security title.  I look forward to the Committee continuing its work next week,” Leahy said.  More than 300 amendments were filed to the bipartisan immigration bill, all of which can be viewed online.  The Committee considered 33 of those amendments this week, adopting 21 of those proposals from members of both parties.  Leahy said the Committee will again meet on Tuesday and Thursday of next week and future days as needed to complete consideration of the bipartisan legislation before the Memorial Day recess.
People NEWS

Extension Directors Named: Morris F. White III is the new Vance Cooperative Extension director. White succeeds Mary Helen Jones, who retired in August 2012. White’s appointment was effective May 1. Robert “Robbie” Furr, director of North Carolina Cooperative Extension programs in Mecklenburg County since 2009, has been named as Cabarrus Extension director.
University NEWS

Workshops Show Urban Farms How to Utilize Compost: New guidelines will allow urban farms and community gardens to compost up to 1,000 lbs. of food waste each week. Two workshops offered by the Center for Environmental Farming Systems — May 14 and June 17 — will cover how to safely convert food waste to rich compost. For information and registration, visit the CEFS website.
Commodity NEWS
Horse Owners Urged to Vaccinate Horses Against Mosquito-Borne Diseases:  It’s mosquito season and it’s time for equine owners across North Carolina to talk to their veterinarians about protecting their animals from mosquito-borne diseases. West Nile virus and Eastern Equine Encephalomyelitis are endemic across North Carolina and can cause illness or death, but they can be prevented with a sequence of two vaccines. Neither vaccination fully protects the animal until several weeks after the second shot, so it is best to vaccinate as early in the mosquito season as possible. In 2012, there were 20 confirmed cases of EEE and three cases of West Nile Virus, but state officials say they expect up to four unreported cases for each one confirmed, making the possible impact much larger. 

Wood Pellet Demand Boosts N.C. Production: Wood pellet exports in 2012 from North America to Europe hit a new record at 3.2 million tons. According to a report from the North American Wood Fiber Review, shipments from the U.S. doubled.  Enviva, one of the largest manufacturers of wood pellets in the United States and Europe, is increasing production in N.C. and VA to meet demand.  With one biomass plant in Ahsokie, N.C. already operational and one soon to be in Northhampton County, N.C. timber will help meet demand for biomass material to generate electricity. In addition, Enviva has plans for a third plant in southeastern VA and owns and operates a deep-water port terminal in Chesapeake, VA. 

U.S. 3nd in Dairy Exports: Prior to 2007, U.S. dairy imports nearly matched exports, which totaled about 2% to 4% of U.S. milk production.  Today, the U.S. is third in the world for dairy exports behind New Zealand and the European Union.  According to Mark Stephenson, director of dairy policy analysis at University of Wisconsin-Madison, after 2007, several things happened that launched the U.S. onto the world dairy export market: world demand for dairy products increased, the EU ceased subsidizing dairy product exports, U.S. dollar value declined against major currencies, and a drought  significantly impacted Australia’s and New Zealand’s dairy production.  Currently, the sum of the milk solids that are exported represent 13% to 14% of U.S. milk production.  New Zealand is again dealing with dry pasture conditions, leading to concerns over tight supplies.  The futures markets are looking at increased U.S. dairy exports, and Stephenson expects milk prices could be very good for the last half of 2013. 
Business NEWS
Murdock Adds $50M to David H. Murdock Research Institute: David H. Murdock, founder of the North Carolina Research Campus (NCRC) in Kannapolis, announced a gift of $50 million to support the ongoing operational expenses of his namesake research institute. Murdock, the multi-billionaire chairman of Dole Food Company and president of Castle & Cooke, established the non-profit David H. Murdock Research Institute (DHMRI) as the core laboratory for the NCRC. The institute offers analytical sciences, genomics, NMR, imaging and invitro and in vivo sciences to campus partners and other corporate, academic or government collaborators seeking innovative and multi-disciplinary solutions to research challenges in human health, agriculture and nutrition. Since 2007, Murdock has invested more than $131 million in the DHMRI.
NCDA NEWS

Contest Challenges Restaurants to Highlight Local Food This Summer: “The Dig into Local- 90 Day Challenge” aims to promote the bounty of N.C. agricultural products available during the growing season by challenging chefs from across the state to create new menu options in their restaurants. The challenge runs from June 1 to Aug. 31. As part of the challenge, restaurants must create a customized menu of dishes featuring products sourced from North Carolina. Each menu must show information about the local ingredients, including the farm, producer or processor. Restaurants will be judged on their creations, and the winner will receive a customized marketing package to use in its area. For more info, click here. 

New Manager Picked for Charlotte Farmers Market: Fred Cole was recently hired as the new manager at the Charlotte Regional Farmers Market, one of four markets operated by the NCDA&CS across the state. Cole replaces Arlene Haigler, who has been serving as acting manager since 2012, when long-time manager Frank Suddreth retired. Before coming to Charlotte, Cole, 61, was the general manager of Capital District Cooperative Inc., a farmers market in Menands, N.Y. 

USDA NEWS
USDA Announces Farm Payments Scheduled to Resume: The USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Juan M. Garcia announced that farm payments, which had been temporarily suspended due to sequestration, are scheduled to resume, May 8. This includes payments for the 2011 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE), the Noninsured Crop Assistance Program (NAP) and the Milk Income Loss Contract Program (MILC). Producers should be advised that program sign-up periods currently underway have the following enrollment deadlines: 2013 Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program – June 3rd; 2011 SURE – June 7; and the 2013 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program – August 2nd.

USDA Announces Final Call for 2012 Census of Agriculture: With the window to respond to the 2012 Census of Agriculture officially closing on May 31, the USDA is urging farmers and ranchers not to miss this opportunity to be counted and help determine the future of farming in America. USDA has already received more than two million completed Census forms. The Census of Agriculture, conducted only once every five years, is the only source of consistent and comprehensive agricultural data for every state and county in the nation. For more info, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or call 1-888-4AG-STAT.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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