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Much has changed in the half-century since the inception of the North Carolina SweetPotato Commission. What began as a small organization with big ideas is now an industry leader with bigger ideas and more opportunities—yet always focused on the original, root purpose: to expand the industry and be the source for ideas, answers and solutions for those connected to it. Education, research, and technology continue to yield new heartier and healthier sweet potato varieties. The NCSPC pledges to continue to seek resources that will further research how the nutritive properties of sweet potatoes can best benefit human health and wellness; strive to serve as a model for environmental stewardship and will continue to collaborate with like-minded organizations to protect North Carolina’s natural resources. Increased marketing and promotion have literally exposed the nation and the world to the availability, versatility, ease of preparation, and nutrition of sweet potatoes. As a forward-thinking organization, NCSPC will continue to evaluate and embrace appropriate emerging technologies that will serve to enhance our communication and improve production practices and to pursue innovative ideas that better the interests of growers and consumers far into the future.

Weather NEWS

N.C. Weather Summary:  The state received above normal precipitation and below normal temperatures throughout the month of March. As of March 31st there were 4.0 days suitable for field work, compared to 2.5 days the week ending February 24th. State-wide soil moisture levels were rated at 2% short, 68% adequate and 30% surplus. Colder than usual temperatures and recent rainfall has caused delays in land preparations for spring plantings. 
Washington NEWS

House Ag Committee Approves Farm Bill:  The U.S. House Ag Committee approved H.R. 1947, the Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Management (FARRM) Act of 2013, by a vote of 36-10. A number of key policies important to N.C. farmers were included in the House Farm Bill as a result of Congressman Mike McIntyre’s (N.C.-7) advocacy: Livestock disaster program, poultry business interruption insurance, safety net for peanut producers, supplement insurance for cotton, enhancements for peanut insurance, Reducing Regulatory Burdens Act, whole farm insurance policy, specialty crop enhancements, Building Rural Communities Act, maintained funding for EQIP, enhanced provisions for beginning farmers and ranchers.  A summary of the legislation can be found here. Chairman Frank Lucas and Ranking Member Collin Peterson both said they hoped the bill would be brought to the House floor this summer and that a new farm bill would be in place before the August recess. 

Senate Farm Bill Approved by Ag Committee, Heads to Senate Floor: The U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry voted to approve the Agriculture Reform, Food and Jobs Act of 2013 on a 15-5 vote. The bill has been officially introduced on the Senate floor (S.954). To read the full bill, click here.  The bill, among other things, ends direct payments, caps remaining risk management support at $50,000 per person, ends farm payments to non-farmers, and consolidates programs. At U.S. Senator Kay Hagan’s (D-N.C.) request, the following additional provisions were included in the bill to support N.C. farmers:  additional funding to provide technical assistance to socially disadvantaged farmers in successfully acquiring, owning, operating and retaining farms. Hagan also requested that the program be expanded to include military veterans; funding for the Economic Adjustment Assistance Program (EAAP), which is vital to North Carolina’s textile and cotton producing sectors; a plain language amendment that would make information about federal crop insurance policies more readable and accessible to farmers; language to ensure farmers can access information about a USDA conservation incentive program that promotes agriculture production and environmental quality.

House Votes to Repeal ObamaCare, Again: The U.S. House voted to fully repeal ObamaCare by a vote of 229-195, essentially along party lines.  Only two Democrats, Jim Matheson (Utah) and Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7), joined Republicans. This is the third full repeal measure the House of Representatives will consider since President Obama signed Obamacare into law on March 23, 2010. The bill to repeal, H.R. 45, is not likely to become law given the Democrat-controlled Senate.  
N.C. Legislative NEWS

N.C. Considering “Ag Gag” Bill: The N.C. Senate Rules Committee is considering a bill that would make undercover investigations in animal agriculture facilities illegal.  The “Commerce Protection Act” would prohibit photography on the job and would make it illegal to lie or exclude information when applying for a job. In 2013, “Ag Gag” bills have been considered in 10 states and none has passed. 
“Right-To-Farm” Bills Being Considered in Legislature: Bills to strengthen NC's "right-to-farm" law are moving through the Senate and House. Current law says that if a farm has been in operation for one year, it cannot be a nuisance. Senate Bill 509 and House Bill 614 - The Agriculture and Forestry Act - would expand that law to also include a farm that has been in operation for a year even if one of the following has happened: the operation has a change in ownership or size; non-permanent cessation or interruption of farming; employment of a new technology; or a change in the type of agricultural or forestry produced. If passed, the bill would also award attorney's fees to a farmer who has won a civil action where the agricultural operation was alleged to be a nuisance.

Business NEWS

Syngenta Opens Unique $72 Million Advanced Crop Lab: Syngenta unveiled its new crop research facility during a grand opening celebration at the company’s RTP Innovation Center. The first of its kind, the $72 million Advanced Crop Lab allows company researchers to simulate any agricultural climate and precisely measure plant inputs. The 136,000-square-foot facility houses 30 climate-controlled growth environments in all-glass greenhouses. Syngenta can simulate conditions from Iowa in one room and from Africa right next to it. Syngenta added 15 highly-skilled jobs to its existing RTP workforce.  

Supreme Court Rules in Favor of Monsanto in Seed Patent Case: In a unanimous ruling, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in favor of Monsanto. The court ruled in the case, Bowman v. Monsanto, that it is a violation of patent law for farmers to save seeds from a crop created from Monsanto’s patented seeds without paying a fee. In a press release, the company said, “The decision also reflects the Court’s sensitivity to the importance of patent protection not only for agriculture companies such as Monsanto, but for the basic incentive structure the patent system provides for innovation.” 

Smithfield to Convert Third Plant to Ractopamaine-Free Production: Smithfield Foods Inc. announced that another plant will be ractopamine free.  The company announced in February that two plants – Tar Heel, N.C. and Clinton, N.C.- would be free of the additive that has been banned by China and Russia by March 1.  CEO Larry Pope said that the Milan, Missouri plant would be the third plant, and once it was converted on June 1, more than half of the company’s pork production would be free of the additive. 
Raeford Turkey Plant Will Close in July: The House of Raeford turkey slaughtering plant in Raeford will close in July.  In March, the company announced plans to close the facility.  Effective July 27, 1,060 employees will be laid off. 
Immigration NEWS

House Group Has Immigration Deal: The U.S. House group of four Republicans and four Democrats seemed to have reached an impasse last week but after meeting on Thursday, announced they reached an agreement.  Rep. John Carter, R-Texas, one of the group’s leaders, said they are now finishing up the draft, though a few details still need to be resolved.  No other details were released because the group’s members agreed not to divulge specifics. Meanwhile, the Senate Judiciary Committee continued working its way through some 300 amendments to the Senate bill. 
People NEWS

N.C. Pesticide Advisory Committee Announces New Members: Two new members were recently appointed to the N.C. Pesticide Advisory Committee. Greg Bunn, a farmer from Nash County, was appointed to fill the vacant farmer position, and Manly Wilder of Raleigh was chosen to fill the vacancy reserved for a conservationist.
Environmental NEWS
EPA Nominee Passes Panel Vote: President Obama’s pick to run the EPA cleared a hurdle in the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee. The committee advanced the nomination of Gina McCarthy by a vote of 10-8 along party lines. Ranking Member David Vitter (R-La.) said that the EPA would have to resolve several items of concern for GOP members to avoid a filibuster of the nomination.[image: image2.wmf]
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Commodity NEWS

Selected N.C. Floriculture Crop Values Up: According to a report released May 2 by the USDA NASS N.C. Field Office, the total 2012 wholesale value of floriculture crops for North Carolina producers with $10,000 or more in sales is estimated at $264.1 million, up 5% from 2011. North Carolina floriculture sales ranked 5th in the nation, behind California, Florida, Michigan, and Texas. The wholesale value of the selected floriculture crops surveyed with $100,000 or more sales totaled $254 million in 2012, up 13% from 2011. Bedding garden plants accounted for $148.1 million of the overall sales, up 4% from the 2011 value. Potted flowering plants accounted for $33 million of the total wholesale value, down 8% from the 2011 value. Herbaceous perennial plants accounted for $43.6 million of the total value, up 5% from the 2011 value. Cut flower plants accounted for $6.8 million of the total value, up 70% from the 2011 value of $4 million. To read the full report, click here.
N.C. Farm Report: According to a report released April 26 by USDA NASS N.C. Field Office, soybean plantings, at 1.58 million acres, are expected to decrease 1% from 2012. Soybean off farm grain stocks totaled 11,900,000 bushels on March 1, 2013 compared to 10,745,000 bushels on March 1, 2012.  Sweet Potato growers intend to plant 58,000 acres, down 5,000 acres from last year.  Corn plantings are expected to total 890,000 acres in 2013, up 3% from 2012. Peanut growers intend to plant 80,000 acres in 2013, down 25% from the planted acreage in 2012. North Carolina farmers intend to plant 15,000 acres of Irish potatoes in 2013, down 1,500 acres from the 16,500 acres planted last year. Sows Farrowing: North Carolina producers intend to farrow 465,000 sows during the March–May 2013 quarter and 455,000 sows during the June–August 2013 quarters. The State’s pig crop during the December 2012 – February 2013 period totaled 4.323 million head, down 1% from the same period last year.  The number of pigs saved per litter averaged 9.5, which is down from the 9.9 pigs saved during the same quarter last year. Chicken Eggs: Broiler-type eggs in incubators for the South Atlantic Region on March 1, 2013 totaled 237,427,000. The total was up 2% from March 2012. The total number of egg-type eggs in incubators on March 1, 2013 increased 17% from the previous year from 3,812,000 to 4,455,000 eggs. To read the full report, click here.

USDA NEWS
USDA Announces Conservation Reserve Program Sign-Up: The USDA will conduct a four-week CRP general sign-up beginning May 20 and ending on June 14. USDA also announced the restart of sign-up for continuous CRP, including the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement Initiative, the Highly Erodible Land Initiative, the Grassland Restoration Initiative, the Pollinator Habitat Initiative and other related initiatives. Sign-up for continuous CRP began on May 13 and will continue through Sept. 30, 2013. For more information, visit a local FSA service center or www.fsa.usda.gov.

FSA Administrator Urges Producers to Enroll in DCP/ACRE:  USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Juan M. Garcia encouraged farmers and ranchers to enroll for the 2013 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payment Program (DCP) or the Average Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE) before the deadline. The sign-up for both programs began Feb. 19, 2013. The deadline to sign up for ACRE is June 3, 2013. The DCP sign up period ends Aug. 2, 2013. The 2013 DCP and ACRE program provisions are unchanged from 2012, except that all eligible participants in 2013 may choose to enroll in either DCP or ACRE for the 2013 crop year. 
USDA Announces Organic Crop Insurance: Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced changes and new initiatives to support the continued growth of organic agriculture. USDA's Risk Management Agency's (RMA) federal crop insurance program will increase coverage options for organic producers this year and provide even more options in 2014, including a contract price addendum as well as new premium price elections for organic crops. Additionally, RMA will remove the current five-percent organic rate surcharge on all future crop insurance policies beginning in 2014. New crop-insurance pricing options will be available to organic producers who grow crops under guaranteed contracts beginning with the 2014 crop year. This contract price option allows organic producers who receive a contract price for their crop to get a crop insurance guarantee that is more reflective of the actual value of their crop. They will have the ability to use their personal contract price as their price election or to choose existing crop insurance price elections. 
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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