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Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com.

Washington NEWS

Hagan Cosponsors Bill to Help N.C. Forestry, Timber and Paper Industries: U.S. Senator Kay Hagan (D-NC) announced that she is cosponsoring the bipartisan Forest Products Fairness Act. The bill, sponsored by Senators Mark Pryor (D-AR) and Roy Blunt (R-MO), would open new opportunities for forestry producers by allowing their products to qualify for the USDA’s BioPreferred Program.  The Biopreferred program promotes the increased purchase and use of biobased products. Products that are labeled “USDA Certified Biopreferred” are given preference by federal agencies when making purchasing decisions. Currently, many forest products are unable to receive the “USDA Certified Biopreferred” label because any product in production before 1973 is considered too mature for the label. Since most forestry products have been in production before 1973, they are barred from the biobased preferred designation and from receiving government procurement preference. 

Obama Picks 2 From N.C.: President Obama tapped U.S. Rep. Mel Watt (N.C.-12) to head the Federal Housing Finance Agency.  Watt has served in the House for 20 years.  He serves on the House Judiciary Committee and has served on the House Financial Services Committee since 1993.  Obama also nominated Charlotte Mayor Anthony Foxx to head the Transportation Department. 

Obama Announces Trade Rep and Commerce Picks: President Obama nominated Michael Froman for U.S. trade representative and Penny Pritzker for commerce secretary.  Froman, one of Obama’s top national security and economic advisors for the past several years, has been a “key negotiator alongside Ron Kirk on those trade agreements for South Korea, Colombia, and Panama,” Obama said.  Pritzker, a Chicago businesswoman, was a member of Obama’s Jobs Council. Pritzker serves on the board of directors of Hyatt Hotels, a company her family owns. 

N.C. Legislative NEWS

Senate Committee Passes Bill to Fund Dredging: The N.C. Senate Finance Committee passed a bill that would raise funds to dredge shallow-draft inlets in N.C. The bill, SB 58, raises money for the project by increasing boat registration fees, registering all commercial fishing boats and garnering about $2 million from the N.C. Highway Trust Fund.  The full Senate is set to vote on the bill.  

Senate Passes Bill That Eases Environmental Regs: The N.C. Senate passed a bill that opponents say would weaken environmental protections.  Senate Bill 612, Regulatory Reform Act of 2013, stipulates that state and local environmental laws cannot be stricter than federal laws.  Defenders of the measure say that fewer regulations will save jobs and spur business development. The bill now goes to the N.C. House.

Rep. Ross Steps Down: State Rep. Deborah Ross announced her resignation to become general counsel at Triangle Transit effective June 17.  Ross, a Democrat, served as chairwoman of the Judiciary Committee and held leadership positions within the Democratic caucus.  Ross has served six terms and represents Wake County.  A replacement is expected to be named by the Wake County Democratic Party by the end of the month.  
Immigration NEWS
Chairman Goodlatte Introduces Ag Guestworker Bill: House Judiciary Committee Chairman Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.) introduced the Agricultural Guestworker “AG” Act (H.R. 1773), a bill to provide American farmers with a workable temporary agricultural guestworker program.   The bill eliminates the artificial government-imposed wage rate that is part of the current temporary agricultural guestworker program and replaces it with the prevailing wage rate or the state minimum wage—whichever is greater. The bill designates the Department of Agriculture to administer the new guestworker program rather than the Department of Labor. The bill removes barriers and excessive paperwork farmers face in hiring foreign workers and protects farmers from abusive litigation.  For more info on the bill, click here. 

House Judiciary Committee Introduces Bill to Expand E-Verify: House Judiciary Committee Chairman Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.) joined Congressman Lamar Smith (R-Texas) in introducing the Legal Workforce Act (H.R. 1772). Goodlatte said that the bill will expand E-Verify and empowers states to enforce the law. Specifically, the bill repeals the current paper-based I-9 system and replaces it with a completely electronic work eligibility check; requires that employees performing “agricultural labor or services” are only subject to an E-Verify check within 24 months of the date of enactment; and phases-in mandatory E-Verify participation. For more info, click here. 

USCIS Resumes Adjudication of All H-2B Petitions: USCIS has resumed processing of all Form I-129 H-2B petitions for temporary non-agricultural workers.  On March 22, 2013, USCIS temporarily suspended adjudication of most Form I-129, Petition for Nonimmigrant Worker, H-2B petitions while the government considered appropriate action in response to the Court order, which vacated a portion of the 2008 wage methodology rule.  The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and DOL jointly published the Interim Final Rule (IFR), Wage Methodology for the Temporary Non-Agricultural Employment H-2B Program, Part 2, in the Federal Register on April 24, 2013. This IFR revises the prevailing wage methodology used by DOL to calculate certain prevailing wages paid to H-2B workers. This IFR applies to H-2B work being performed on or after April 24, 2013, including by individuals currently working under an H-2B petition that was approved before April 24, 2013. Employers who have H-2B workers performing work on or after April 24, 2013, will receive a new prevailing wage determination from DOL in accordance with this IFR.  For more info, click here. USCIS will begin accepting new requests for premium processing of H-2B petitions on May 1, 2013.
Environmental NEWS

USDA and EPA Release New Report on Honey Bee Health: The USDA and the U.S. EPA released a comprehensive scientific report on honey bee health. The report states that there are multiple factors playing a role in honey bee colony declines, including parasites and disease, genetics, poor nutrition and pesticide exposure. Key findings include: The parasitic Varroa mite is recognized as the major factor underlying colony loss in the U.S. and other countries. There is widespread resistance to the chemicals beekeepers use to control mites within the hive. U.S. honeybee colonies need increased genetic diversity. Nutrition has a major impact on individual bee and colony longevity. A nutrition-poor diet can make bees more susceptible to harm from disease and parasites. Bees need better forage and a variety of plants to support colony health. Those involved in developing the report include USDA's Office of Pest Management Policy (OPMP), National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA), Agricultural Research Services (ARS), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) as well as the EPA and Pennsylvania State University. The report will provide important input to the Colony Collapse Disorder Steering Committee, led by the USDA, EPA and the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). To view the report, click here. 
Business NEWS
N.C. Ports Board Approves Wood Pellet Facilities: The N.C. State Ports Authority board of directors voted to move ahead with negotiations to bring wood-pellet storage and exporting facilities to Wilmington and Morehead City.  During the next few weeks, details of contract terms with two private companies will be worked out.  Opponents of the project are concerned about the impact on N.C.’s forests, increased train traffic, and whether the investment in an unproven wood-pellet industry will bring in enough money to offset costs.  The wood pellets would be manufactured into a fuel source in N.C. and then sold to European utilities.   
Duke Energy Foundation Awards $75K to North Carolina 4-H: The Duke Energy Foundation announced it will provide the NC Agricultural Foundation $75,000 to support North Carolina 4-H. A majority of the award will fund the 4-H Electric Congress and electric programs. This grant continues Duke Energy’s 65 years of support for North Carolina 4-H’s electric programs. More than 65,000 North Carolina youth participate in 4-H’s electric and energy conservation programs, which will culminate with over 200 4-H youth and adult volunteer leaders attending the 2013 NC 4-H Electric Congress in Charlotte, N.C.
Commodity NEWS
Corn Belt Planting Slow; South Moving Along: USDA’s latest crop report shows little progress in top corn-producing states, but Southern corn is making good progress.  In Iowa, only 2% has been planted (compared to 36% for five-year average); in Indiana, 1% has been planted (30% for five-year average); and Illinois has 1% planted (36% for five-year average).  In the South, N.C. has 78% of the corn crop planted compared to 88% last year (80% for five-year average). Texas has 69% planted, same as last year (70% for five-year average), and Kentucky is behind at 24%, compared to 84% last year (48% for five-year average). Cold, wet weather has slowed planting in the Corn Belt and Kentucky.
NCDA NEWS

Got To Be NC Festival Celebrates Local Food, State’s Ag Heritage: The Got to Be NC Festival will take place May 17-19 at the State Fairgrounds. The event will again feature hundreds of antique tractors, a daily tractor parade, lots of local food, classic cars, live music, a carnival and much more. The highlight is the popular N.C. Food, Wine and Beer Expo where visitors can sample N.C. food and beverages. This year’s offerings have expanded to include breweries offering samples and selling bottles of beer. For more information, visit www.gottobencfestival.com.

New NCDA&CS Market News Report Will Help Farmers Track Fertilizer and Diesel Fuel Costs: A new report from the NCDA&CS State and Federal Market News Service will help farmers track fertilizer and diesel fuel costs -- two significant production expenses. The production cost report will be released each Friday. Growers will find prices for six different types of fertilizer or soil amendments, along with information on diesel fuel. The report can be found on the Market News website.
USDA NEWS

Conservation Stewardship Program Applications Due May 31: Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the Natural Resources Conservation Service's Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) will provide nearly $175 million in funding for up to 12.6 million additional acres of enrollment this year. "CSP offers payments to producers who maintain a high level of conservation on their land and agree to adopt higher levels of stewardship. It's about conservation activities on the entire operation focusing on multiple resource concerns," said Vilsack. Although applications are accepted all year, farmers, ranchers and forestland owners interested in CSP should submit applications by May 31 to their local NRCS office to ensure they are considered for this year's funding. For the checklist and additional information, visit the CSP website.

Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for May: The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for May 2013. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for May 2013 is 0.125 percent, unchanged from April. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during May 2013 is 1.125 percent, unchanged from April. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for May 2013 are as follows, 1.250 percent with seven-year loan terms, down from 1.375 in April; 1.875 percent with 10-year loan terms, down from 2.000 and; 2.125 percent with 12-year loan terms, down from 2.250 percent. The maximum discount rate applicable for May 2013 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from April. 

FSA Committee Elections Nomination Period Opens June 17: USDA’s Farm Service Agency announced that nominations for FSA County Committees will be accepted beginning June 17. Committee members are a direct link between the farm community and the USDA and are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level. Farmers who serve on committees help decide the kind of programs their counties will offer and work to make FSA agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers. Request nomination forms from the local USDA Service Center or obtain online at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. Last day to file nomination forms at the local USDA Service Center is Aug. 1.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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