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North Carolina’s electric cooperatives serve more than 2.5 million people across North Carolina in 93 of the state’s 100 counties. The 26 electric cooperatives are private, independent and not-for-profit entities committed to providing a high standard of service to residential, commercial, industrial and agricultural customers with at-cost electric service. Each of North Carolina’s electric cooperatives is governed by a board of directors elected from its membership. Members are also owners. North Carolina’s electric cooperatives emphasize the importance of community involvement, integrity, accountability and innovation. 
Washington NEWS

Senate Passes Farm Bill With Major Victories for N.C. Farmers: The U.S. Senate passed the Farm Bill with a strong bipartisan vote of 66-27. U.S. Senator Kay Hagan (D-N.C.) secured major victories for North Carolina farmers in the 2013 Farm Bill. During the floor debate, Hagan led a bipartisan coalition to defeat an amendment that would have prevented North Carolina’s 2,000 tobacco growers from being eligible for federal assistance for buying private crop insurance. The Senate also unanimously approved Hagan’s amendment to strengthen crop insurance fraud prevention and preserve the federal program for honest hardworking farmers.  Despite not being a member of the Senate Agriculture Committee, Hagan was able to secure numerous provisions important to North Carolina in the bill. These victories include: Additional funding for a program that provides technical assistance to historically underserved farmers and farmers returning from service in the U.S. military; reinstating the Economic Adjustment Assistance Program (EAAP) that spurs growth and jobs in North Carolina’s cotton textile sector; requiring USDA to make information about federal crop insurance policies and a program important to North Carolina livestock producers more readable and accessible. The 2013 Farm Bill sets agriculture policy for the next five years while reducing the deficit by $24 billion. Senator Richard Burr (R-N.C.) also voted for the bill. Consideration of H.R 1947, the Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Management Act of 2013, by the U.S. House of Representatives is scheduled to begin the week of June 17. 
Froman Approved by Senate Committee:  By unanimous voice vote, the U.S. Senate Finance Committee approved the nomination of Mike Froman as U.S. trade representative.  His nomination now goes to the full Senate for a final vote. 
Hagan Raises Concerns for N.C. in Letter to USTR Nominee: U.S. Senator Kay Hagan (D-N.C.) sent a letter to US Trade Representative nominee Michael Froman to outline her concerns with three issues she identified as top priorities for North Carolina’s economy in the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement.  Hagan met with Mr. Froman  to advocate for the fair treatment of North Carolina’s textile manufacturers, tobacco growers, and bioscience companies in the negotiations. Hagan supports a strong “yarn-forward rule” to ensure that N.C. yarn can compete fairly in the TPP region. The rule would ensure that the US textile industry would not lose any export opportunities offered by the TPP.  Hagan opposes a “safe harbor” proposal that would allow TPP countries to impose arbitrary or discriminatory regulations on tobacco.  Two out of every three rows of tobacco grown in N.C. are exported. Hagan helped to lead passage of robust intellectual property rights that includes 12 years of data protection for bioscience companies, which support 116,000 jobs in North Carolina alone. She is urging Mr. Froman to secure these rights in TPP negotiations.
Committee Approves the FY2014 Ag Appropriations Bill: The U.S. House Appropriations Committee approved the fiscal year 2014 Agriculture Appropriations bill, which will now head to the House floor for consideration. The bill totals $19.5 billion in discretionary funding, which is $1.3 billion below the fiscal year 2013 enacted level and approximately equal to the current level caused by automatic sequestration spending cuts. This total is $516 million below the president’s request for these programs. Some of the amendments adopted include an amendment that prohibits funding for the Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) to implement certain regulations that would adversely impact livestock producers and an amendment that prohibits funding for inspections of horse slaughter facilities in the U.S. To read more, click here.
Immigration NEWS

Senate Tables Border Security Amendment: An amendment to the Gang of Eight’s immigration plan that would require the borders to be secure before granting temporary legal status to undocumented immigrants was tabled by a vote of 57-43.  Senator Chuck Grassley, Ranking Member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, sponsored the amendment and made the following comment after his amendment was tabled: “This type of obstruction is the wrong way to start the amendment process on such an important bill. There’s a lesson to be learned from the 1986 legislation.  At that time, we legalized first and thought we were going to secure the border later.  We never did.  My amendment would ensure we learned our lesson from the mistakes of the past.  Unfortunately, the majority is obstructing an up or down vote on my common-sense amendment that would help keep us from repeating those past mistakes.” The amendment would require the Secretary of Homeland Security to certify to Congress that the Secretary has maintained effective control over the entire Southern border for six months before processing applications for Registered Provisional Immigrant status. 
NC Legislative NEWS

Finance Committee Chair Resigns: State Senator Bob Rucho resigned last week as co-chairman of the Senate Finance Committee.  Rucho was instrumental in the crafting of the Senate’s original tax plan.  The tax plan that Senate President Pro Tem Phil Berger released a few days prior to Rucho’s resignation reversed several components of Rucho’s plan, a plan he thought would create a fair tax policy. However, Rucho’s bill had been stuck in committee, and Berger said that the plan he released addressed concerns that were holding up the bill.  In his resignation letter, Rucho, a Republican from Mecklenburg County, accused Berger of bowing to special interest groups. Berger wrote Rucho, saying that he would not accept his resignation.
DOL NEWS

N.C. Telamon Office Receives DOL Funding:  The U.S. Department of Labor announced $9.1 million in grants to seven organizations through the National Farmworker Jobs Program to improve economic opportunities and combat chronic unemployment and underemployment  for migrant and seasonal farmworkers and their families. Telamon’s N.C. office received a $1,323,811 grant. The grants are expected to help farmworkers new skills in nonAg industries that offer higher wages and more stable employment.  In addition, participants will receive supportive services such as transportation, nutrition, and child care. 
Environmental NEWS

Director of State Division of Water Quality Retires:  The N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources’ Secretary John E. Skvarla announced the retirement of Chuck Wakild as director of the state Division of Water Quality and the appointment of Tom Reeder as acting director of DWQ. Reeder will continue to also serve in his current role as the director of the state Division of Water Resources. Wakild has worked for the department for more than two decades in a variety of leadership positions. Reeder has been the director of the state Division of Water Resources for five years and has been with the department for 15, including seven years in DWQ. 
Weather NEWS

No Drought or Dry Conditions in North Carolina:  North Carolina is not experiencing drought or abnormally dry conditions for the first time in three years, thanks to recent rainfall from Tropical Storm Andrea and several other storm systems. “Streams, groundwater and soil moisture levels have greatly improved and are near longer-term averages,” said Bob Stea, chairman of the N.C. Drought Management Advisory Council.  To see the most recent drought map, go to www.ncdrought.org. While dry conditions are no longer present, officials say they cannot forecast the summer precipitation. 
University NEWS

Applications Available for NC Value-Added Cost Share Program:  Applications  for cost-share assistance, with funding from the NC Tobacco Trust Fund Commission, is available through a  competitive application process to help developing value-added agricultural businesses purchase specialized equipment.  Applications and guidelines are now available at www.ncvacs.org.  Applications are due by August 1, 2013.  Award recipients will be notified by September 15, 2013 and will have until December 1, 2013 to request reimbursement for approved equipment purchases.  Funding may be used to purchase either new or used equipment.  Awards will neither exceed 50% of the project nor $75,000.
Commodity NEWS
Tobacco Progress Slows:  Tobacco growers have altered their planting schedule due to cool spring weather. One grower near Raleigh said that much to his dismay he was setting tobacco in May.  Planting of fire-cured and dark air-cured tobacco in Tennessee and Kentucky is about 10 days behind due to wet weather.  In Virginia, transplanting of flue-cured reached 40 percent by May 13, fire-cured reached 25 percent, and burley reached 10 percent. Those figures, according to USDA, are about average but well below 2012.  Florida, however, is ahead of schedule with planting completed by early May and some is ready for layby.  Many expected tobacco acreage to rise this season, and it is, but not by mid-May as had been predicted.   One reason is that good prices for other crops have prompted tobacco growers to put some of their land in other crops.  And, new crop insurance rules stipulate that tobacco can’t be planted in fields where tobacco was grown the previous two years. Demand for organic tobacco has risen significantly, as have contracts, prompting some growers to take advantage of the good organic prices.  

N.C. Crop Summary: There were 3.3 days suitable for field work for the week ending June 10, in comparison to 6.4 days for the week ending June 3, according to the USDA NASS N.C. Field Office. Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 1% short, 48% adequate and 51% surplus. Tropical Storm Andrea brought heavy rainfall in the central part of the state during the latter part of the week. Some areas received over 5 inches of rain during the storm. Weekly precipitation totals were as high as 6 inches. Average temperatures were above normal for the week ranging from 64 to 78 degrees. Farming activities were very limited during the week because rainfall early in the week and additional rainfall with the tropical storm. There are limited crop damage reports available. Some areas report wind and flood damage. Cotton, soybeans, sweet potatoes, and tobacco, plantings lag behind the same time last year. Peanut plantings are a bit above last year.  To read the full report, click here.
NCDA NEWS

Workshop in July Aims to Increase WNC Ag Exports: The N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services will host a workshop July 16 in Asheville for agribusiness owners interested in exporting their products. The workshop, “Explore Exporting: The World is Waiting,” is customized for food and agriculture-related businesses, but is open to all small businesses in Western North Carolina. The half-day seminar will feature presentations from the department, the Southern United States Trade Association, Global Business Solutions Inc., and Miss Jenny’s Pickles. The workshop will take place from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Renaissance Asheville Hotel. It is free, but registration is required before July 9. People interested in participating can register here.
USDA NEWS

Grants Available for Small, Socially-Disadvantaged Producers: USDA is seeking applications from cooperatives to provide technical assistance to small, socially-disadvantaged agricultural producers in rural areas.  Eligible applicants include cooperatives, groups of cooperatives, and cooperative development centers where a majority of the governing board or board of directors is comprised of individuals who are members of socially disadvantaged groups. Small, socially-disadvantaged producers include farmers, ranchers, loggers, agricultural harvesters, and fishermen that have averaged $250,000 or less in annual gross sales of agricultural products in the last three years. The maximum grant award is $200,000. The application deadline is July 15, 2013 for paper applications and July 10 for electronic applications. For additional info click here. 

FSA County Committee Nomination Period Begins June 17: The nomination period for local Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees begins on Monday, June 17. To be eligible to serve on an FSA county committee, a person must participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA, be eligible to vote in a county committee election and reside in the local administrative area in which the person is a candidate. More information about FSA county committee elections is available at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. Nomination forms for the 2013 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by close of business on Aug. 1, 2013. Elections will take place this fall. Newly elected committee members and alternates take office on Jan. 1, 2014.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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