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Syngenta is one of the world’s leading companies with more than 26,000 employees in over 90 countries dedicated to one purpose: Bringing plant potential to life.  Through world-class science, global reach and commitment to our customers, we help to increase crop productivity, protect the environment and improve health and quality of life. With North Carolina’s rich agricultural background, we are especially proud to have established roots in this state. Over 1,110 employees across our Greensboro and Research Triangle Park facilities are dedicated to this region and value the innovative atmosphere it cultures. Our $71 million state-of-the-art expansion is scheduled for completion later this year and we look forward to the opportunities it will provide. We are honored to partner with the N.C. Museum of History, the United Way and local food banks. These collaborations have strengthened our relationships with North Carolina businesses and residents – allowing us to contribute to the state’s economy and improve the well-being of our neighbors.  Through research and development, local engagement and increased resources, we know Syngenta will continue to help North Carolina agriculture thrive in the global environment. Learn more at www.syngenta-us.com.

Washington NEWS
Congressman George Holding’s Bill Requires More Transparency:  Congressman George Holding (N.C.-13) introduced the All Economic Regulations are Transparent (ALERT) Act, his first piece of legislation. Under current law, the Administration is required to release a Unified Agenda of Federal Regulatory and Regulatory Actions twice a year, which sets forth each governmental agency’s proposed regulations. H.R. 2804, the ALERT Act, will force agencies to release detailed information each month about their proposed regulations.  Additionally, the bill would provide consequences for failing to release the Unified Agenda on time, by preventing new rules from becoming effective if an agency fails to provide proper notice that a rule is impending. Agencies would also be required to publish information about their regulations on the internet, along with cost-benefit studies.  Original cosponsors include: Reps. Howard Coble (N.C.-6), Spencer Bachus (Ala.), Trent Franks (Ariz.),Steve Chabot (Ohio), Tom Marino (Pa.),  Doug Collins (GA), Jason Smith (Miss.), and Doug LaMalfa (Ca.)

Seniors Honor Coble for Work on Repealing “Death” Tax:  U.S. Representative Howard Coble (N.C.-6) has been given the Benjamin Franklin award by a national senior citizen’s organization for sponsoring repeal of the “temporary” death tax last imposed in 1916 to help finance World War I. The 60 Plus Association gives the award to those who support repeal of the tax.  
Senators Introduce Legislation to Keep Check on EPA: Senators Joe Donnelly (D-Ind.) and Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) introduced the Farmer Identity Protection Act, legislation that would protect farmers and ranchers by prohibiting the EPA from disclosing their private and confidential information to the public.  Earlier this year, the EPA released the personal and private information of many livestock and poultry owners from across the nation.  While the EPA has attempted to correct the error, this bill would provide clear protections moving forward for farmers and ranchers across the country.  It would limit the EPA to disclosing information about farming operations only when all personally identifiable information is removed to prevent the identification of farmers and ranchers and their families and employees. Senators Donnelly and Grassley offered similar legislative language as an amendment during floor debate on the farm bill; however, the Senate did not vote on the amendment.
Senate Confirms Export-Import Bank President: The U.S. Senate confirmed Fred P. Hochberg of New York to be president of the Export-Import Bank of the United States by a vote of 82-17.
NC Legislative NEWS

Budget Signed by Governor:  N.C. Governor Pat McCrory signed a $20.6 billion budget last week that represents a 2.5 percent spending increase over last year. The budget includes tax reform and the creation of a new Rural Development Authority, a grant-making organization that will replace the Rural Center.  The budget also caps the state gas tax at 37.5 cents per gallon. The budget did not include a bill, SB 127, that would reorganize the Commerce Dept. into a public-private partnership, a plan pushed by McCrory. The Senate did not vote on SB 127 due to a controversial provision that had been attached to the bill.  The added provision would have removed the moratorium on fracking and there was no time to redraft the bill before the end of the session without the fracking measure.

Environmental NEWS

EPA Software to Reduce Water Pollution: The U.S. EPA  released the National Stormwater Calculator, designed to help property owners, developers, landscapers, and urban planners make informed land-use decisions to protect local waterways from pollution caused by stormwater runoff. The calculator, which is phase I of the Stormwater Calculator and Climate Assessment Tool package announced in the president’s Climate Action Plan in June, is a desktop application that estimates the annual amount of stormwater runoff from a specific site based on local soil conditions, slope, land cover, and historical rainfall records. An update to the Stormwater Calculator, which will include the ability to link to several future climate scenarios, will be released by the end of 2013. For more info, click here. 
Commodity NEWS
N.C. Crop Summary: There were 4.5 days suitable for field work for the week ending July 21st, compared to 2.5 days for the week ending July 14th, according to the USDA NASS N.C. Field Office. Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 1% short, 52% adequate and 47% surplus. Average temperatures were above normal with several areas recording temperatures in the mid to high 90s for the week. Some areas of the state received heavy rainfall during the week causing additional delays in field work and some land is standing in water and drowning out crops. Farmers continue to wait for drier conditions to really make head way in finishing up plantings and harvesting of hay and small grains. The full report, including crop progress, can be found by clicking this link. 

Pork Checkoff Increases Commitment to Combating PEDV:  Following a unanimous vote by its board of directors, the National Pork Board has committed to investing an additional $350,000 toward research, education and coordination of efforts to better understand Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea Virus, or PEDV. This increase in funding is in addition to $450,000 announced in June, bringing total Checkoff dollars invested to $800,000.  "Our No. 1 priority is to contain spread of the virus with the goal of increasing the potential to eliminate the disease," said Dr. Paul Sundberg, vice president of science and technology at the National Pork Board. "Through research we just completed, we already have determined that transportation of sows and market hogs can be a major risk factor in the spread of PEDV." Toward that end, Sundberg said the next step is to assemble a core team of pork producers, veterinarians, packers and processers to refine a specific biosecurity approach.
New Guidance for Free-Range Hens: The FDA released a draft guidance for free-range laying hens under the agency’s Egg Safety Rule, a multi-phase 2009 regulation enacted to help keep eggs safe from Salmonella Enteritidis (SE).  The new guidance is specifically intended to help those egg producers who provide their poultry with outdoor access comply with the rule’s various requirements such as biosecurity, rodent and pest control, cleaning and disinfection and refrigeration. Egg producers with fewer than 3,000 laying hens and egg producers who sell all of their eggs directly to consumers are exempt from the Egg Safety Rule. To read more, click here. 
Business NEWS
FDA Issues Proposed Rules on Imported Food: The U.S. FDA issued two proposed rules aimed at helping to ensure that imported food meets the same safety standards as food produced in the U.S. Under the proposed rules, importers would be accountable for verifying that their foreign suppliers are implementing modern, prevention-oriented food safety practices and achieving the same level of food safety as domestic growers and processors. The FDA is also proposing rules to strengthen the quality, objectivity, and transparency of foreign food safety audits on which many food companies and importers currently rely to help manage the safety of their global food supply chains. Imported food comes into the U.S. from about 150 different countries and accounts for about 15 percent of the U.S. food supply, including about 50 percent of the fresh fruits and 20 percent of the fresh vegetables consumed by Americans. The two proposed rules, which are available for public comment for the next 120 days at http://go.usa.gov/j5xG.
FDA Invites Public Input on Menthol in Cigarettes: The U.S. FDA issued an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPRM) seeking additional information to help the agency make decisions about menthol in cigarettes. The ANPRM will be available for public comment for 60 days. The FDA will consider all comments, data, research, and other information submitted to the docket to determine what, if any, regulatory action with respect to menthol in cigarettes is appropriate. If the FDA decides to issue a rule, the first step in that process would be a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, which would give the public an opportunity to weigh in on the specifics of the proposed rule. You may submit comments, identified by Docket No. FDA-2013-N-0521 at www.regulations.gov. 
Farm Credit Now Accepting Applications for Ag Biz Planner: Farm Credit Associations in North Carolina -AgCarolina Farm Credit, Cape Fear Farm Credit, Carolina Farm Credit- are now accepting applications for the fifth class of Ag Biz Planner, an e-learning financial and business planning course.  The Ag Biz Planner curriculum includes financial and business planning, budgeting and other money matters essential to a farm’s success.  Farm Credit’s e-learning program targets young, beginning, small, and minority farmers throughout the state.  Applications are due Sept. 1st.

Krispy Kreme Plans 60 New Stores in South Korea: Krispy Kreme Doughnut Corporation continues to expand in the Asia Pacific region with the announcement that it has reached an agreement in principle on the material terms of a development plan with existing franchisee Lotteria Co., LTD for 60 new Krispy Kreme franchise locations in South Korea over the next five years.  The franchisee also plans significant remodels at more than half of its existing 73 Krispy Kreme locations throughout the country.  The parties expect to execute a definitive agreement upon receipt of approval from South Korean franchise regulatory authorities, which is expected in the coming months.
NCDA NEWS

New Regional Agronomist in Northeastern N.C.: The N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services has hired Rexford Cotten as regional agronomist for Bertie, Camden, Chowan, Currituck, Gates, Hertford, Pasquotank and Perquimans counties. Cotten is particularly knowledgeable about coastal agriculture, having served his entire career in eastern Virginia. To arrange a consultation, contact Cotten at 252-204-8552 or rexford.cotten@ncagr.gov. 
USDA NEWS
Submit Nominations for FSA County Committees by Aug. 1: Juan M. Garcia, administrator of USDA’s Farm Service Agency, reminded farmers, ranchers and other agricultural producers that they have until Aug. 1, 2013 to nominate eligible candidates to serve on local FSA county committees. More information and nomination forms are available here. 

USDA Announces Availability of Biotechnology Regulatory Petitions: USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) announced the agency will be sending several biotechnology regulatory actions to the Federal Register for publication in the coming weeks.   First, APHIS posted a notice of preliminary deregulation for Glyphosate Resistant Canola (Pioneer) in the Federal Register on May 29 for a 30-day review and comment period.  That notice can be found here. Since the review period ended, APHIS has reviewed the comments the agency received, finalized the environmental assessment, finding of no significant impact, and determination of nonregulated status. “This was the first GE product to complete our improved regulatory review process, and the three others are nearing completion” said Mike Firko, APHIS Acting Deputy Administrator for biotechnology regulatory services. 
The next three actions are preliminary deregulations of the following genetically engineered (GE) plants: Glyphosate Resistant Canola (Monsanto), Glyphosate Resistant Corn (Genective), Hybridization System Corn (Monsanto).  
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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