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BASF Crop Protection helps farmers get the most out of every acre. As a leading producer of agricultural products, the BASF portfolio includes herbicides, fungicides, insecticides and seed treatment technologies that provide the optimal level of crop protection.  Our innovative products help growers maximize yields to help meet the food and fuel demands of a growing world population. At BASF Crop Protection, we invest more than $500 million globally each year in research and development. We are dedicated to discovering and developing new environmentally-sound agricultural products and technologies. In fact, we will introduce 33 new innovations within the next five years. Our vision is to be the world’s leading innovator, optimizing agricultural production, and improving nutrition, thus enhancing quality of life. We want what you want – healthier plants, higher yields and higher profit potential. Please visit agproducts.basf.us  for more information.

Washington NEWS
House Cuts Food Stamps and Approves Farm Bill: On Thursday, the U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R. 2642, the Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Management (FARRM) Act of 2013, by a vote of 216-208.  The bill was brought up for a vote after House leadership removed food stamp funding from the bill.  All Democrats and 12 Republicans, including N.C.’s Walter B. Jones (N.C.-3), voted against the bill. More than 500 agriculture groups and conservative organizations opposed separating food stamp funding, along with most Democrats, and the White House threatened to veto the bill.  Farm bills traditionally include farm and food stamp programs in order to gain support of rural conservatives and urban liberals.  House Ag Committee ranking member Collin Peterson (D-Minn.) said before the vote, “I believe the strategy of splitting the farm bill is a mistake. It jeopardizes the chances of it ever becoming law.” With the House bill now split, many are unsure how the bill will move forward. U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7), a member of the House Ag Committee and a likely conference committee member, said, “Our agriculture committee has twice passed strong bipartisan bills, only to find them turn into divisive partisan bills on the floor.  I will not rest until we have done everything we can to pass a bi-partisan, five-year comprehensive farm bill that works for NC agriculture. And that will be my goal in conference as we reconcile the differences between the Senate and House versions, so that ultimately we have the strongest, most beneficial farm bill possible.”

Senate Ag Committee Holds Hearing on Smithfield: The U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry held a hearing last week examining the Smithfield acquisition by China’s Shuanghui International. Committee Chairwoman Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) said, “Smithfield might be the first acquisition of a major food and agricultural company, but I doubt it will be the last. That is why we must take a long-term view of what is happening.” Smithfield CEO Larry Pope testified, as well as experts on US-China trade relations, global business, food safety and foreign acquisitions. In his testimony, Pope said, “This transaction is about exporting high-quality meat products from the US to China to meet the growing global demand for pork and increase global food safety standards. This combination will not result in any US imports of food from China.”  The hearing broadly examined how the government review process of foreign acquisitions of U.S. companies addresses American food safety, protection of American technologies and intellectual property, and the effects of increased foreign ownership of the U.S. food supply. China’s one-sided trading policies that may have required the Smithfield purchase in order to increase exports to China was also highlighted.   Witness testimony is available by clicking here. 

DOT Grants 90-Day Waiver for New Hours- of-Service Rule:  The U.S. Department of Transportation has agreed to grant a 90-day waiver for drivers transporting livestock and poultry in their new hours-of-service rule, which went into effect July 1, 2013.  The rule, which would include time loading and unloading animals, requires truck drivers to take a 30-minute break for every eight hours of service. The National Pork Producers Council and 13 other organizations petitioned for the waiver claiming the new regulation would "cause livestock producers and their drivers irreparable harm," and would "place the health and welfare of the livestock in their care at risk." In addition, NPPC requested a two-year exemption from the 30-minute rest break requirement, which the agency agreed to consider.

House Set to Vote on Obamacare Mandates: U.S. House Speaker John Boehner announced that the House will vote this week to delay the employer and individual mandates of Obamacare.  The White House recently announced that the implementation of the employer mandate would be postponed a year.  As a result, Republicans hope to capitalize on the move to create some momentum in repealing the law. Boehner said that it’s unfair that businesses are getting a break but individuals are not and that the Administration knows that the law is a “train wreck.”  The Administration maintains that it plans to move forward with the other provisions of the health care law. 
Immigration NEWS

Reynolds Donates $140,000 to Improve Farmworker Housing: Reynolds American Inc.  has donated  $140,000 in funds to Telamon Corporation to be used to improve the condition of housing on the state's tobacco farms. The funds will be used to provide a dollar-for-dollar match of investments that tobacco growers and labor contractors make in their housing for seasonal workers. Among the improvements to be funded are to improve or replace existing water and waste systems, electrical service and wiring, plumbing and plumbing fixtures, heating and air conditioning systems, flooring and floor coverings, kitchen facilities, eating facilities, structural improvements, windows and doors, and sprinkler systems as required by the Department of Labor, state and local building codes. 
Business NEWS

N.C. Drops From Top 10 States for Business: For the first time in seven years, N.C. is no longer about the nation’s top 10 for business.  The study by CNBC, which publishes “America’s Top States for Business” each year, ranked N.C. at the number 12 spot for 2013.  The state held fourth place in last year’s ranking. Work force, technology, and innovation were listed as assets, but the state received low marks for the cost of doing business and quality of living.
People NEWS

New State FSA Committee Member: Doane Cottle has recently been appointed to serve on the State FSA Committee.  Cottle is an active produce farmer in Duplin County where his specialty is raising sweet corn. He has served several terms on the Duplin County Farm Service Agency County Committee. Cottle and his wife, Anita, reside in Rose Hill on their family farm. Other members serving on the State FSA Committee are Pender Sharp as chairman, John Ashe, Nancy Fish, and Tom Gilmore.

Democratic Lobbyist Zeb Alley Dies: Zeb Alley, a Democrat from Waynesville, died last week at the age of 84.  Alley was a former state senator for one term.  He served as former Gov. Jim Hunt’s legislative liaison and, up until his death, worked as a well-known and respected lobbyist.  So well known, that Republican House Speaker Thom Tillis announced his death from the podium, and the Senate adjourned as a sign of respect. 

N.C. Egg Producer Named to American Egg Board:  U.S. Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack has appointed an N.C. egg producer as an alternate to the American Egg Board for the remainder of the 2013-2014 term.  Alex R. Simpson of N.C. will represent the South Atlantic states as an alternate member. 
Environmental NEWS

NPPC Lawsuit Against EPA Over Privacy Breach: The National Pork Producers Council filed a federal lawsuit and temporary restraining order against EPA to halt the release of personal information of farmers and ranchers from eight states. Earlier this year, EPA released the personal information of tens of thousands of farmers and ranchers in 29 states after receiving multiple Freedom of Information requests. The information released to the animal rights groups included names, addresses, personal contact information, and in some instances, even the names of deceased relatives. 
Commodity NEWS
N.C. Crops Drowning in Soggy Fields:  Recent heavy rain in many parts of the state is bad news for farmers.  Summer fruits and vegetable crops are rotting, and the fields are still too wet to replant.  Nearly 40 percent of the state’s wheat is still in the ground due to the rain, and diseases and weeds are running rampant, according to   NCDA&CS regional agronomist Don Nicholson. Because many farmers plant soybeans after wheat, soybean planting is likely to be delayed.  If things dry up soon and the summer temperatures don’t get too high, tobacco farmers may have a decent harvest. If not, many may struggle to break even.  Cotton fields are seeing nutrient deficiencies, and the rain is preventing producers from side dressing their crops. In western N.C., the damage is likely to cost millions of dollars.  Apple growers are worried that though their fruit might look good if temperatures rise and the ground dries up, it won’t taste very good because sugar content is diluted with too much rain.  One dairy farmer in western N.C. reports that 900 acres of corn is submerged. 

Porcine Virus Spreads in U.S.: Confirmed cases of porcine epidemic diarrhea virus (PEDV) have reached 331 since June 16, according to the National Animal Health Laboratories Network.  Iowa has had the largest numbers of cases at 130, and the virus has spread to 16 states.  North Carolina has four confirmed cases.    The United Kingdom recently called for all pig farmers to implement precautionary measures.

Broiler-Type Eggs Set Up 4 Percent: Commercial hatcheries in the 19 State weekly program set 202 million eggs in incubators during the week ending July 6, 2013. This was up 4 percent from the eggs set the corresponding week a year earlier. Average hatchability for chicks hatched during the week was 84 percent. Broiler growers placed 168 million chicks for meat production during the week. Placements were up 2 percent from the comparable week a year earlier. Cumulative placements from December 30, 2012 through July 6, 2013 for the 19 state total were 4.45 billion, up slightly from the same period a year earlier.
NCDA NEWS

Meeting With Shuanghui International Leadership: The leadership of the NCDA&CS and North Carolina Pork Council recently met with Shuanghui International’s leadership in China. The meeting was part of a weeklong mission led by the department’s international marketing team to strengthen existing business relationships with China. The meeting with Shuanghui included a tour of the company’s Industrial Park in Luohe and a meeting with Chairman Wan Long. In the meeting, Wan reaffirmed his commitment to maintaining Smithfield’s management team, operations and employment agreements, as well as upholding the company’s industry-leading safety standards and significant philanthropic efforts. N.C. Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler said, “It is nice to hear of Shuanghi’s support of Smithfield’s existing structure. I’m sure chairman Wan’s comments will be welcomed by the thousands of North Carolinians whose livelihoods depend on Smithfield.” NCPC Chief Executive Officer Deborah Johnson said, “We anticipate that the acquisition of Smithfield will lead to expanded overseas sales and more opportunities for the thousands of North Carolinians who work in the pork production chain.” 

N.C. Farm to School Program Sets Sales Record:  NCDA&CS’ Farm to School program continued to see strong growth as school systems across the state added more locally-grown fruits and vegetables to school lunch menus. Sales jumped to $1.4 million this school year, up from $1.2 million in 2011-2012, a 16.6 percent increase and a record. In 2012-2013, 1,776 schools participated in the program, ordering nearly 1.8 million pounds of fresh N.C. produce. Among the biggest sellers were apples and apple slices, strawberries and sweet potatoes.

Bulla Joins N.C. State Fair Staff to Market Horse Facilities:  Chris Bulla of Asheboro has been hired as an agricultural marketing specialist with the N.C. State Fair. She will be in charge of promoting and marketing the James B. Hunt Horse Complex and the three other horse facilities operated by the NCDA&CS. 
USDA NEWS
No Marketing Quota for 2014 Upland Cotton Crop: The USDA announced that no marketing quota will be in effect for the 2014 upland cotton crop. If a new farm bill is not signed into law or the current law is not extended, any actions taken by USDA pertaining to the 2014 upland cotton crop must be done in accordance with the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938.  The 1938 Act would require that a marketing quota be established for the 2014 upland cotton crop if the 2013 total supply of the crop is likely to exceed the normal supply of the crop. Normal supply is defined as the sum of total domestic and export use plus carryout stocks equal to 30 percent of such use. Based on USDA projected supply and demand for the 2013 crop of upland cotton, no quota is required.
Extension of FSA Acreage Reporting Deadline: USDA is extending the FSA acreage reporting deadline. Farmers and landowners have an additional 18 calendar days to submit their annual report of acreage to their local FSA county office with the deadline extended from Monday, July 15, 2013 to Friday, Aug. 2, 2013. Only the FSA reporting deadline has been extended. The acreage reporting requirement for crop insurance has not changed and remains July 15.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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