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Duke Energy, the largest electric power company in the United States, supplies and delivers electricity to approximately 7 million customers in the Southeast and Midwest. The company also distributes natural gas in Ohio and Kentucky.  Its commercial power and international businesses operate diverse power generation assets in North America and Latin America, including a growing renewable energy portfolio. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 250 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK.

Washington NEWS

Ag Groups Oppose Product-Specific Reference in TPP: Several national ag groups have written a letter to USTR Michael Froman expressing their concern over  the U.S.’ intent to propose text in the Trans Pacific Partnership negotiations that would include a product-specific reference under the application of Article XX(b) of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. The letter states, “We write to express our strong opposition to the last-minute inclusion of a product-specific reference to tobacco or any other product and to related additional language pertaining to dispute settlement. We believe this text will undercut longstanding U.S. insistence that regulatory measures be based on evidence, including sound science, and encourage other countries to propose additional product-specific references. Given these serious concerns and the broad potential impact of a product-specific reference on U.S. trade policy, the TPP and the larger trading system, we urge the administration not to table this proposal in Brunei.”  The 16 organizations that signed onto the letter include the National Pork Producers Council, National Turkey Federation, National Association of Manufacturers, and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.  To read the full letter, click here. 

Hagan Announces Creation of Manufacturing Advisory Committee:  U.S. Senator Kay Hagan (D-NC) announced the creation of her new Manufacturing Advisory Committee. The Manufacturing Advisory Committee will advise Senator Hagan on legislative issues and assist her in the development of policy proposals to support NC’s manufacturing industry, which is the fourth largest in the country. The Advisory Committee will be led by four co-chairs who work in and with the manufacturing industry in NC and comprised of 15-20 manufacturing business owners and advocates from across the state who will meet with Senator Hagan and her staff throughout the year. Hagan announced the four committee co-chairs: Joe Dudley, Sr. Founder of Dudley Beauty Products in Greensboro; Maureen Little, Associate Vice President of Customized Training for the North Carolina Community College System; Kelley Platt, CEO and President of Thomas Built Buses in High Point; and Mitch Pulwer, President of Celgard in Charlotte. 

Senators Question EPA's Authority to Retroactively Enforce SPCC Rule: U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Ok), senior member of the Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee, and Sen. Mark Pryor (D-AR) sent a letter Thursday to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy requesting clarification on the EPA's interpretation of its authority with regard to enforcing the Spill, Prevention, Containment, and Countermeasure (SPCC) rule on farmers. In the letter, the senators expressed concern for the EPA's intent to retroactively enforce the rule despite bicameral and bipartisan congressional support  to delay implementation and ultimately exempt much of the agriculture industry from it.  The senators wrote in the letter, “It has come to our attention that the EPA is informing agriculture producers that it does have the authority to begin enforcing the SPCC rule retroactively beginning September 23. Congress has repeatedly raised concerns about the implementation of this rule within the agriculture sector, making these reports particularly unsettling.” The full text of the letter can be found by clicking here.
N.C. Legislative NEWS

Governor Calls for General Assembly to Consider Vetoed Immigration Bill: Governor Pat McCrory has called for the General Assembly to reconvene Tuesday, September 3 to consider the vetoed immigration bill, HB 786.  Whether House Speaker Thom Tillis will reconvene the House is not certain.  However, Rep. Mike Hager, one of Tillis’ lieutenants said there were enough votes to override the veto.  McCrory is required to call lawmakers back after vetoing a bill but said that it would save taxpayer dollars if the legislature waited and corrected the bill in May.  

N.C. Sen. Kinnaird Resigns:  Last week State Sen. Ellie Kinnaird resigned her District 23 seat.  Kinnaird, a Democrat from Orange County who spent 17 years in the Senate, said she was stepping down due to Republican policies including tax breaks to the wealthy and tax increases on the poor and middle class. Three people have announced their intent to fill her seat- State Rep. Valerie Foushee, retiring Carrboro Mayor Mark Chilton, Amy Tiemann, author and educator, and former Alamance County Rep. Alice Bordsen.  The 23rd Senatorial District Executive Committee will choose a replacement at a meeting, a date for which has not been set. 
FDA NEWS

FDA Issues Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement on Produce Rule:  FDA announced its intent to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed rule, Standards for Growing, Harvesting, Packing, and Holding of Produce for Human Consumption, commonly referred to as the Produce Safety rule. By taking this action, FDA is announcing the beginning of a scoping process to solicit public comments and identify issues to be analyzed in an EIS. FDA has indicated that the preparation of the EIS will not delay the publication of a final rule. For more information on the EIS and the rules, click here.
Campaign NEWS
Foxx Out of Senate Race: U.S. Rep. Virginia Foxx (NC-5) said she will not run for the U.S. Senate in 2014.  Republicans in a recent poll favored Foxx to challenge Democratic U.S. Sen. Kay Hagan. Foxx said she is happy serving in the US House and will give her full support to the GOP candidate running for Hagan’s seat. State House Speaker Thom Tillis and Greg Brannon, a physician from Cary, are the forerunners in the race.  Phil Berger, NC Senate leader, has not decided whether he’ll run.
University NEWS

Good Agricultural Practices Workshops: North Carolina State University and North Carolina Cooperative Extension are partnering with the Carolina Farm Stewardship Association (CFSA) to deliver Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) workshop. The two-part series will be offered in both Wayne and Davidson counties. The workshops will address how farmers of all sizes can achieve USDA GAPs certification, deliver information on principles of fresh produce safety and on-farm hazard assessment, as well as provide assistance with creating a fresh produce farm safety plan.  Completion of the first workshop is a prerequisite and basic computer knowledge is required. Registration is $10 for the first workshop and an additional $10 for the second workshop. Lunch will be provided. For more info, click here.
Business NEWS
N.C. Poultry Facilities Recognized for Outstanding Safety Performance: The Joint Industry Safety and Health Council recognized 92 chicken and turkey facilities for outstanding safety performance through the implementation of innovative and effective employee safety and health programs. The annual safety awards were presented during the 2013 National Safety Conference for the Poultry Industry held in Amelia Island, FL. Fourteen N.C. facilities were recognized. Award of Distinction: Butterball in Turkey; Perdue Farms in Concord and Rockingham.  Award of Honor: Butterball in Mt. Olive; Case Farms in Goldsboro; Keystone Foods in Reidsville; Mountaire Farms  in Lumber Bridge and Statesville; Perdue Farms in Murfreesboro;  Wayne Farms in Dobson and Elkin. Award of Merit: Mountaire Farms in Siler City; Perdue Farms in Lewiston; Pilgrim’s Corp in Marshville. 

Shareholders to Vote on Smithfield Deal: The acquisition of Smithfield Foods Inc. by Shuanghui International Holdings will be voted on by Smithfield shareholders next month.  The vote is scheduled for Sept. 24, and the board is recommending that shareholders approve the deal.  The Congressional Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CIFUS) still has to complete its review before the acquisition can proceed.  
Commodity NEWS
N.C. Weather and Crop Report: There were 4.4 days suitable for field work for the week ending August 18th, compared to 5.3 days for the week ending August 11th, according to the latest report from USDA’s NASS NC Field Office.  Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 7% short, 61% adequate and 32% surplus. Average temperatures for the week ranged from 1 to 6 degrees below normal. The cooler temperatures were unexpected for the month of August. Once again the state received wide coverage of precipitation with some areas receiving over 4 inches of rain this week. The wet conditions again caused delays for farmers. Some areas are reporting small grains, and the 2nd cuttings of hay will not complete harvest due to the wet conditions and being unable to get into the fields. Corn and soybeans have progressed but continue to be lower than last year and 5-year averages. Flue-cured and burley tobacco are in line with previous year’s progress estimates, but this is more from trying to harvest as quickly as possible before the tobacco deteriorates further due to the wet conditions. To read the full report, click here. 

Merck Animal Health Suspends Zilmax: Shortly after Tyson said it would no longer accept beef fed the beta-agonist, Merck Animal Health announced it was temporarily suspending sales of Zilmax in the United States and Canada. The company will conduct a scientific audit, which will monitor the process of feeding of Zilmax, and will follow identified cattle from the feedyard to the packing plant to determine potential causes of lameness and other mobility issues during feeding, transportation, offloading and staging at the processing facility. The audit will establish valid study protocols, identify feeders and packers to participate in the audit, and create a third-party team to oversee the process and validate its results.  
2013 Meat and Poultry Forecast Increases Year Over Year: USDA released its August Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry Outlook. Beef/Cattle: Higher year-over-year commercial cow slaughter for the first 6 months of 2013 sets the stage for lower 2014 cow inventories, calf crops, and feeder cattle inventories. Impacts from Tyson’s suspension of purchases of cattle fed Zilmax may have only minimal effects on beef production. Pork/Hogs: U.S. consumers paid slightly higher pork prices at retail in the first half of 2013, despite greater available domestic supplies of pork. Third-quarter retail pork prices are expected to be lower year over year as forecast prices of chicken moderate. Expected year-over-year higher third-quarter hog prices and lower feed costs should benefit pork producers.  Poultry: Lower anticipated feed prices are expected to help boost production of broiler meat, table eggs, and broiler-type hatching eggs in the second half of 2013 and into 2014. Turkey production is expected to be lower in the second half of 2013 as higher stocks of whole birds and lower prices have caused turkey producers to reduce poult stockings to levels well below the previous year. To read the full report, click here. 
NCDA NEWS

Farmers Should Have Corn Tested for Aflatoxin: N.C. Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler is encouraging farmers to have their corn tested for aflatoxin to prevent contamination of feeds and food. Some farmers may need to have corn samples tested for crop insurance or quality assurance purposes. These samples must be submitted to a grain marketing location certified by the USDA. The tests cost $22.20 per sample. For insurance or quality assurance purposes, farmers must submit a 5-pound sample of shelled corn by mail, UPS or FedEx to a USDA-certified grain marketing location. For more info on testing locations, click here or contact Jennifer Godwin or Michelle Gilliam at 919-733-7366. 

Crop Specialists Urge Early Soil Testing: Because of record rainfall in most of North Carolina from early spring through summer, most crops have struggled due to poorly developed root systems. Agronomists warn that the growth of upcoming crops is also likely to be affected unless soil-nutrient reserves are monitored and replenished. Dr. David Hardy, chief of NCDA&CS’ Soil Testing Section, and Dr. Carl Crozier, soil science professor and extension specialist at NCSU, urge growers to be particularly vigilant about soil sampling this summer and fall. Potassium, nitrogen and sulfur are the most mobile nutrients,” Hardy said, “but even nutrients such as magnesium, which is held more tightly than potassium, can be depleted due to excessive rainfall.” Growers planning to plant small grains this fall are especially urged to sample ahead of that crop. For samples received until mid-November, soil test results are free and the turnaround time is generally two weeks. Beginning this fall, a peak-season fee of $4 per sample will be charged for all soil samples processed from Nov. 28 through March 31. From April until the Thanksgiving holiday, no fee will be imposed. For more info, go to www.ncagr.gov/agronomi.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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