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Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com.

Washington NEWS

McIntyre Implores House Speaker to Act on Farm Bill: U.S. Congressman Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7), a senior member of the House Ag Committee, has joined in writing a letter to Speaker John Boehner urging him and the congressional leadership to promptly move forward on passing a Farm Bill.  The current Farm Bill is set to expire September 30. The letter states, “Congress will be in session only 11 days before this expiration. It is imperative that conferees are named before the August recess to resolve differences between the House and Senate versions of H.R. 2642.” To read the full letter, click here. 
WTO Rules in Favor of U.S. in Poultry Case: The United States won a major case at the World Trade Organization (WTO) on behalf of American chicken producers, proving that China's imposition of higher duties on chicken "broiler products" – which was followed by an 80-percent drop in American exports of those products to China – is unjustified under international trade rules. A WTO dispute settlement panel agreed with the United States, finding that China violated numerous WTO obligations in conducting its investigations and imposing anti-dumping (AD) duties and countervailing duties (CVD) on chicken imports from the United States. 
N.C. Legislative NEWS

N.C. Biofuels Center to Close: Based in Oxford, the Biofuels Center of North Carolina will terminate its activities and grant programs, convey reports and information to state agencies, and undertake a final audit, closing its doors by October 31, 2013.
Rural Center Board Chair Resigns: The chairwoman of the N.C. Rural Economic Development Center board resigned last week, just two weeks after Gov. Pat McCrory called for her to step down.  Valeria Lee served as chairwoman of the board since 2009 but did not give details as to why she decided to leave. Billy Ray Hall, the organization’s president, resigned after the state released an audit that cited the group’s mismanagement of grants.  Bill Gibson, the first vice chair, will assume Lee’s role. 

N.C. “Ag-Gag” Bill Defeated:  The N.C. legislature did not pass an “ag-gag” bill that would have criminalized lying on job applications for the purpose of undercover investigations and failing to turn over documents or recordings obtained by such means to law enforcement within 48 hours.  Similar bills have been defeated in every state (N.C. makes 11) where the bill had a shot at passing.  

Immigration NEWS
White House Report Shows How Immigration Reform Will Benefit Farmers and Rural Communities: The White House released a new report detailing the benefits provided by the Senate immigration reform bill for the domestic agriculture sector, its workforce, and rural American communities. As the report states, in recent years, the agriculture sector has seen strong growth, with farm income and agriculture exports both reaching historic highs.  Agricultural producers cite difficulty in locating qualified available authorized workers—both foreign and domestic—as one reason for the high rate of undocumented labor. Moreover, there continues to be insufficient U.S. workers to fill labor needs: of those crop workers surveyed between 2007 and 2009, 71 percent were foreign born. The report adds that of crop and livestock workers, 43 percent are noncitizen workers.  U.S. Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack spoke about the report, saying, “Agriculture has a stake in the immigration debate.  Agriculture needs and wants immigration reform.” Vilsack also referred to a table in the report that shows the impact immigration reform, or lack of it, will have on each state.  N.C. would lose $158.7 million to $285.7 million in short-term ag production. Of N.C. farmworkers, 46 percent are noncitizens. To read the report, click here. 
Animal Activism NEWS

New Video Shows Smithfield Group Housing for Sows: Smithfield Foods released a new video that takes a look at what sows' lives are like in Smithfield group housing. In 2007, Smithfield Foods announced plans to phase out individual gestation stalls in favor of group housing for pregnant sows at all company-owned sow farms by 2017.  When completed in 2017, it is estimated that the U.S. conversion will have cost about $300 million.

Campaign NEWS
Ellmers Won’t Seek Senate Seat: Republican U.S. Rep. Renee Ellmers announced she will not challenge Democratic Sen. Kay Hagan but will seek re-election to the U.S. House 2nd District. Several Republicans have announced their intent to challenge Hagan for her seat including N.C. House Speaker Thom Tillis and tea party activist Greg Brannon.  Ellmers said there is plenty of work to be done in the House and will do all she can to support the GOP candidate for Hagan’s seat. 
Environmental NEWS

Public Hearing Scheduled on Air Permit for Proposed Biomass Energy Plant:  State officials have scheduled a Sept. 4 public hearing to gather comments on an air quality permit for a proposed biomass energy plant in Bladen County.  Prestage AgEnergy of NC, LLC, has applied for an air quality permit to operate a facility that would burn poultry bedding and other biomass materials to produce energy at 15855 N.C. Hwy. 87 in Tar Heel. The division has scheduled a public hearing on the permit for 7-10 p.m. Sept. 4 at the Bladen County Courthouse, 106 West Broad St., Elizabethtown.  The N.C. Division of Air Quality has prepared a draft permit that sets limits for all applicable air quality standards for the proposed facility.  Written comments must be emailed or postmarked no later than Sept. 11. All written comments should be sent to the hearing officer, Ron Slack, at ron.slack@ncdenr.gov , or DENR, N.C. Division of Air Quality, Mooresville Regional Office, Attn: Ron Slack, 610 East Center Ave., Suite 301, Mooresville, N.C. 28115.  The draft Prestage AgEnergy air permit and review can be found here. 
Business NEWS
Syngenta Announces $94 Million Expansion of RTP Campus: Syngenta is set again to expand its Innovation Center in Research Triangle Park, N.C.  The new building will be connected to the recently completed Advanced Crop Lab, which opened in May. The $94 million investment will create 150 jobs and serve growers around the world by delivering healthier and higher yielding plant varieties. The new building will complement the new Advanced Crop Lab with 200,000 square feet of laboratory and office space. Research at the site will focus on traits that can help crops better tolerate climate variability, combat plant stresses such as drought, and enhance productivity and plant performance. In addition to the current focus on corn, soybean, and sugar cane, research will be expanded to support other crops such as cereals, rice and vegetables. The company expects to begin construction in the 4th quarter  of 2013, with the first phase of construction completed in 2015 and the final phase completed in 2016.  

Biotech Companies Launch “GMO Answers” Website: Several ag  biotechnology companies have joined together to launch a new initiative to provide accurate information and answer the toughest questions about GMOs and how food is grown. GMO Answers (www.GMOAnswers.com) is a new conversation, public Q&A, and central online resource for information on GMOs, their background, use in agriculture, and research and data in one easy-to-access public resource. BASF, Bayer CropScience, Dow AgroSciences LLC, DuPont, Monsanto Company, and Syngenta are working together as The Council for Biotechnology Information. 

Commodity NEWS
N.C. Crop Summary: There were 4.8 days suitable for field work for the week ending July 28th, compared to 4.5 days for the week ending July 21st.  Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 4% short, 59% adequate and 37% surplus. Average temperatures were below normal with several areas recording average temperatures in the mid to high 70s for the week. The western part of the state received heavy rainfall during the week causing additional delays in field work and crop damage. Several areas recorded well over 3.0 inches of rain. The eastern part of the state only received an inch or less. Farmers continue to wait for drier conditions to really make headway in finishing up plantings and harvesting of hay and small grains. There are concerns that tobacco weight will be less due to leaching of fertilizers from the soil because of the heavy rainfall. Some crops have drowned. However, corn for grain and single cropped soybeans seem to be in better condition. To read the full report, click here. 
People NEWS

Wilbur Earp Named 2013 North Carolina Farmer of the Year: A farmer for more than 60 years, Wilbur Earp of Winnabow, N.C. pioneered in raising hogs indoors. He has developed an extensive beef, pork and row crop farm. As a result of his success as a diversified farmer, Earp has been selected as the North Carolina winner of the 2013 Swisher Sweets/Sunbelt Expo Southeastern Farmer of the Year award. Earp now joins nine other state winners from the Southeast as finalists for the award. The overall winner will be announced on Oct. 15 at the Sunbelt Ag Expo farm show in Moultrie, Ga.
NCDA NEWS

Food Safety Forum Scheduled: The 9th Annual Commissioner’s Food Safety Forum will be held Tuesday, Aug. 27 from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the N.C. State Fairgrounds. Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler will host the forum, which will address the future of food safety with national food safety experts, congressional delegation, industry leaders, regulators, public health officials, emergency management and academia. Anyone interested in food safety is encouraged to attend and learn about these issues affecting food safety at all levels of the supply chain. In addition, producers can gather useful information that will help them become compliant with the upcoming regulations.  Admission to the forum is free, but registration is requested. You can register here. If you have questions, contact Chrissy Waggett at 919-707-3008 or Christina.Waggett@ncagr.gov.
USDA NEWS

Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for August: The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for August 2013. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for August 2013 is 0.125 percent, unchanged from 0.125 percent in July. The interest rate for commodity and marketing assistance loans disbursed during August is 1.125 percent, unchanged from 1.125 percent in July. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for August 2013 are as follows, 2.000 percent with seven-year loan terms, up from 1.500 percent in July; 2.625 percent with 10-year loan terms, up from 2.125 percent in July and; 2.750 percent with 12-year loan terms, up from 2.375 percent in July. The maximum discount rate applicable for August for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from July.
Meat Groups Seek Injunction Over COOL: USDA’s Country of Origin Labeling final rule took effect on May 24th. However, USDA said the rule would not be enforced for six months to allow plants to begin working on implementation.  On July 8th nine groups representing the U.S., Canadian and Mexican meat and livestock industries filed suit against the USDA, Agricultural Marketing Service, Tom Vilsack and Anne L. Alonzo to block the implementation of the COOL final rule. The suit was filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.  On July 26th, the groups in the lawsuit asked the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia to grant them a preliminary injunction, which, if granted, would prevent the implementation of the COOL final rule until litigation is finished on the original suit. American Association of Meat Processors, American Meat Institute, Canadian Cattlemen’s Association, Canadian Pork Council, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, National Pork Producers Council, North American Meat Association, Southwest Meat Association and Mexico’s National Confederation of Livestock Organizations are plaintiffs in the lawsuit. The groups argue that the rule would have a negative effect on the meat and poultry industries while providing little benefit to consumers and that the final rule exceeds the authority granted to USDA by the 2008 Farm Bill.
Mark Your Calendar

AgLeaders Conference 2013: Look for upcoming details regarding the NC Agribusiness Council 2103 AgLeaders Conference, September 25-27 in Atlantic Beach, NC at the DoubleTree Hotel.  Click Here for a preview of the conference schedule. To make hotel reservations, call 1-800-222-TREE (8733) or call the hotel direct at 252-240-1155. Be sure and identify yourself as a member of the NC AGLEADERS conference in order to get your group rate of $109.  The reservation code is AGR. Group rate ends Aug 31.
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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