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BASF Crop Protection helps farmers get the most out of every acre. As a leading producer of agricultural products, the BASF portfolio includes herbicides, fungicides, insecticides and seed treatment technologies that provide the optimal level of crop protection.  Our innovative products help growers maximize yields to help meet the food and fuel demands of a growing world population. At BASF Crop Protection, we invest more than $500 million globally each year in research and development. We are dedicated to discovering and developing new environmentally-sound agricultural products and technologies. In fact, we will introduce 33 new innovations within the next five years. Our vision is to be the world’s leading innovator, optimizing agricultural production, and improving nutrition, thus enhancing quality of life. We want what you want – healthier plants, higher yields and higher profit potential. Please visit agproducts.basf.us  for more information.
NC Legislative NEWS
NC Legislature Preparing to Override Immigration Veto?:  The General Assembly looks like it may override the E-Verify immigration bill, H.B. 786, recently vetoed by Governor McCrory.  The legislature had the option of doing nothing and allowing the veto to stand, reconvening after the Labor Day holiday and voting again on the bills, or taking up the bill when they return in May.  Today, the House overrode the Governor’s veto.  To see the House vote count, click here. The bill now goes to the Senate for a veto override vote, where it did originally pass with strong bipartisan support. 

Forced Fracking Proposal Passed: A proposal that forces N.C. landowners to sell natural gas on their property was approved last week, and the state legislature is expected to go along, according to an article in the News & Observer.  The Compulsory Pooling Study Group’s proposal calls for forced pooling, which means that fracking could be conducted on someone’s property whether they wanted it or not.  Specifically, at least 90 percent of the acreage in a drilling area would have to be voluntarily leased before other property owners are forcibly pooled.  How much money landowners are paid under forcible pooling has not been decided.  The study group hopes that such an arrangement would encourage landowners to negotiate leases with energy companies and prevent property owners who allow fracking on their land from extracting gas from their neighbor’s property.  However, many feel that personal freedoms are being violated.  James Womack, chairman of the Mining and Energy Commission and a member of the Lee County Board of Commissioners is upset that a majority of landowners could direct what happens on his land but ended up voting for the measure.  Of his vote, Womack said that the measure prevents fracking opponents from shutting down an entire industry when some landowners may want to sign leases and many are still undecided about the issue.  
Campaign NEWS

Rouzer Announces Campaign Team: David Rouzer, Republican candidate for North Carolina's 7th Congressional District, announced the hiring of key team members for his campaign. Rouzer challenged Democratic U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre for the seat last year. The contest was the closest US House race in the country and is expected to be one of the most closely watched races again in 2014.  Brock McCleary, a political strategist and consultant for Long Nyquist & Associates, will serve as the campaign's general consultant. Bob Rosser, president of Impact Strategies, will serve as a senior advisor to the campaign.
Business NEWS

Net Farm Income Forecast to Increase 6 Percent in 2013: Net farm income is forecast to be $120.6 billion in 2013, up 6 percent from 2012’s estimate of $113.8 billion, according to a recent report by USDA’s Economic Research Service. After adjusting for inflation, 2013’s net farm income is expected to be the second highest since 1973. Net cash income is forecast at $120.8 billion, down 10 percent from 2012. The value of livestock production is expected to increase 5.2 percent in 2013, with receipts increasing nearly 4.9 percent. Crop receipts are forecast to decline by $12.4 billion (5.5 percent) in 2013, which would be the first decline since 2009. Nonetheless, the value of crop production is expected to rise 2.7 percent in 2013, with increases boosting anticipated year-end crop inventories. To read the full report, click here. 
People NEWS

Kendall Hill Wins National Volunteer Award: Kendall Hill, a 1962 graduate of the NCSU’s department of horticultural science and co-owner of Tull Hill Farms, recently won a Volunteer Service Award from the National Agricultural Alumni and Development Association (NAADA). According to NAADA, the award is presented to “an individual who has given freely of his or her time to further the goals of his or her institution, and has demonstrated leadership and organizational skills to inspire and encourage others to further the success of their alma mater’s agriculture and alumni programs.” Hill is a co-owner of Kinston-based Tull Hill Farms, a diversified operation of more than 4,500 acres, producing a wide variety of crops. He is a member of the North Carolina Vegetable Growers Association Hall of Fame and was named a Distinguished Alumnus of NC State’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. Hill serves as president of the North Carolina Agricultural Business Council and on the executive committee of the North Carolina Agricultural Foundation and the North Carolina Agricultural and Life Sciences Research Foundation.  He has served six terms on the board of the North Carolina Sweet Potato Commission and served as the state’s representative to the U.S. Sweet Potato Commission. 
Environmental NEWS

Environmental Groups Sue EPA Over CAFO Rule: Five groups filed a lawsuit against the EPA because it withdrew its proposed Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations rule, which falls under the Clean Water Act.   The Center for Food Safety, Environmental Integrity Project, Food & Water Watch, The Humane Society of the United States, and Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement filed the suit in the U.S District Court for the District of Columbia, arguing that the agency’s withdrawal of the proposed rule lacks the rational basis required by law.  The rule would have allowed EPA to collect information, like locations and animal population sizes, from large farms. According to The HSUS, EPA is proposing that instead of using its authority under the Clean Water Act to gather information directly from CAFO owners and operators, it will seek to gather existing information about CAFOs from various state and federal agencies.
Commodity NEWS
Apple Crop Looks Good: Heavy rains, with 58.68 inches so far this year, have devastated most vegetable crops in Henderson County.  Crop losses have been estimated at $40 million, but apple growers expect a good crop. That’s welcome news since last year’s spring freeze devastated apple trees , and growers were only able to salvage about 15 percent of their crop.  Jerred Nix, president of the Blue Ridge Apple Growers Association, says most growers will post 80 to 100 percent of their crop.  And with recent sunshine, it looks like the fruit will be sweet. Even though soggy orchards mean growers have to spend more on disease treatments, prices for processed apples have been good.  A Michigan company is reportedly paying 45 cents a pound.  Marvin Owings, director of the Henderson County Cooperative Extension Service, can’t remember higher prices for processing fruit.  Henderson County is the largest apple-growing county in N.C.

N.C. Crop and Weather Summary:  There were 4.5 days suitable for field work for the week ending August 25th, compared to 4.4 days for the week ending August 18th, according to USDA’s NASS NC Field Office.  Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 5% short, 68% adequate, and 27% surplus. For a second week, the average temperatures for the week were below normal. The cooler temperatures are unexpected for the month of August. Once again the state received wide coverage of precipitation during the week with some areas receiving over 3 inches of rain. Small grain harvest is almost complete with reports from some areas that the poor quality of the remaining acres will keep farmers from trying to complete harvest. Corn for grain seems to be progressing very well despite the wet summer. Soybeans and cotton have progressed but continue to be lower than last year and the 5-year averages. Flue-cured and burley tobacco made good progress this week; however, quality of the tobacco has suffered due to the continued wet conditions this summer. To read the full report, click here. 
Flax Being Grown for Fiber in NC: Flax production gained a foothold in South Carolina a couple of years ago and has now made its way north across the state line. This spring, 500 to 600 acres were harvested in Columbus County. The prospect for continued expansion seems promising despite constraints posed by soil type, the need for specialized equipment, and the uncertainty of how to incorporate the crop into nutrient-management plans. According to Rick Morris, regional agronomist with the NCDA&CS, flax grows well in moist, heavy soils. This past season, seven Columbus County farmers grew flax for CRAiLAR Technologies Inc., which has a processing plant in Pamplico, SC. Most of the growers were hay producers, specifically solicited because they already had access to some of the equipment needed to produce the crop. On average, flax yields 2 to 3 tons of fiber per acre. At this year’s price of $250 per ton, flax production is competitive with wheat. With flax, there is potential for earlier harvest than wheat, giving growers more flexibility to plan for subsequent full-season crops. Area growers and livestock producers who are interested in flax production can contact Morris for detailed information. For contact information, visit www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/rahome.htm.

Cargill Joins Tyson on Zilmax: Cargill announced it will not accept cattle fed Zilmax until Merck finishes its research on the growth promotant.  Merck recently announced it would stop selling Zilmax and that it had started an extensive research project to determine if the beta-agonist causes immobility in cattle.  After Merck’s announcement, Tyson informed suppliers it would not accept Zilmax-fed cattle.  
NCDA NEWS

N.C. Peach Growers to Hold Referendum Oct. 1: Peach farmers across the state will have a chance to vote on a new assessment for commercial growers during a mail-in referendum. The assessment was proposed by the N.C. Peach Growers Society to provide funds for research and marketing to support the peach industry in North Carolina. Ballots will be mailed to each orchard in the state by Oct. 1, and growers will have a week to return the ballots. Backup ballots will be available at local NC Cooperative Extension offices and available for download at http://peaches.ces.ncsu.edu.
USDA NEWS
Record Forecast for U.S. Ag Exports: The USDA released its Outlook for U.S. Agricultural Trade, which projects that fiscal year 2013 agricultural exports will reach $140 billion, a new record if realized. U.S. Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack said, "Driven by the productivity of U.S. farmers and ranchers, we have achieved five years of positive momentum for agricultural exports and today’s forecast is another promising development. Agricultural exports have a real impact on Main Street and beyond, supporting more than one million good jobs here at home. We're counting on Congress to help keep up this momentum. With just a few weeks left before expiration of many Farm Bill programs – including trade promotion programs that return $35 in economic benefits for every dollar invested – producers and rural communities need passage of a comprehensive Food, Farm and Jobs Bill as soon as possible.”  He added that Congress needed to pass immigration reform and that USDA is working on trade agreements with the EU and a Trans-Pacific Partnership with Asian nations.
Harden Confirmed as USDA Deputy Secretary: Krysta Harden was confirmed as Deputy Secretary for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The U.S. Senate confirmed her nomination by unanimous vote. Harden most recently served as Chief of Staff at the USDA and will fill the spot left vacant by the resignation of Kathleen Merrigan. More than 100 ag groups signed a letter in support of her nomination.  Harden, raised on a peanut farm in Georgia, has been praised for her support of renewable energy and the issues faced by farmers, particularly those from the South.
GIPSA Issues Final Rule for Weighing, Feed, and Swine Contractors: USDA’S  Grain Inspection,  Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) is amending the  regulations issued under the Packers and Stockyards Act,1921, to ensure that payments by live poultry dealers and swine contractors to poultry and swine production  contract growers are based on accurate weighing of both inputs and  outputs. Specifically, they are amending a regulation about scale tickets to reduce redundant wording and to clarify weighing procedures.  In addition, they are amending a regulation about reweighing to add swine contractors to the list of firms that must comply, and adding feed to the list of items for which reweighing may be requested. They are also amending two other regulations about weighing livestock and poultry to add weighing processes for feed, to add a specific time limit for weighing poultry, and to add swine contractors to the list of firms that must comply with care and promptness requirements. The rule is effective September 20, 2013.  For more info, click here. 
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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