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This week’s issue of the AgNews Update is sponsored by The NC Growers Association (NCGA), a non-profit cooperative that consists of approximately 750 North Carolina grower-members who grow a wide variety of diversified crops from flowers, turfgrass, and Christmas trees to tobacco, cucumbers and sweet potatoes.  NCGA provides its members a labor force via the H-2a program, which is a legal guestworker program, authorized by the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) of 1986. H-2a enables farmers to secure a legal and adequate labor force that is available and capable of assisting with the seasonal/temporary manual labor associated with some agricultural crops. In order to utilize the H-2a program, growers must certify with USDOL they have first engage in independent positive recruitment of US workers through the local employment security commission, word of mouth with other growers and by placing ads in newspapers and on the radio, as well as soliciting the return of any former, qualified workers.

Washington NEWS
House Passes Nutrition Cuts: The US House voted 217 to 210 to cut the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program by $39 billion over the next decade.  The bill, H.R. 3102, the Nutrition Reform and Work Opportunity Act, includes a proposal to prohibit states from waiving work requirements for certain adults receiving food stamp benefits regardless of the unemployment rate.  Also new in the bill was a provision to permanently remove nutrition programs, including SNAP, from the farm bill.  That provision would dictate that nutrition programs be approved by Congress every three years, while the rest of the farm bill would remain on a five-year schedule.  No Democrats voted for the bill, and 15 Republicans voted against it, including NC’s Walter Jones (3rd District).

House Passes Funding Bill That Defunds Obamacare: The US House voted in favor of a continuing resolution to keep the government funded through December 15, while at the same time defunding Obamacare.  The 230-189 vote was largely along party lines with only one two Democrats, one of which was Rep. Mike McIntrye (NC-7), voting in favor of the measure  and only Republican voting against the measure. Next, the Senate will have to take action and then, the two chambers will go into conference. 
Senators Announce Food Labeling Bill: Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ), Senator Richard Blumenthal (D-CT), and Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro (CT-03) joined with consumer advocates to announce legislation, the Food Labeling Modernization Act of 2013, that would change current food labeling. The bill’s signature initiative will direct the Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary to establish a single, standard front of package nutrition labeling system in a timely manner for all food products required to bear nutrition labeling.  The bill will also strengthen current law to target trends in marketing that confuse or mislead consumers when they are attempting to compare food products.  Specifically, the legislation will require new guidelines for the use of the words “healthy” or “made with whole grain.” 
FDA NEWS

FDA Launches Tobacco Centers of Regulatory Science, Two at UNC-CH: The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the National Institutes of Health (NIH) have awarded a total of up to $53 million to fund tobacco-related research in fiscal year 2013, with a potential total of more than $273 million over the next five years, 
 to create 14 Tobacco Centers of Regulatory Science (TCORS). A new regulatory science tobacco program, TCORS is designed to generate research to enforce the regulation of tobacco products. Of those 14 TCORS, two of the proposals that received funding were awarded to faculty at UNC-Chapel Hill: Kurt M. Ribisl, Ph.D. and Robert Tarran, Ph.D. at UNC’s School of Medicine. The research supported by this initiative will provide scientific evidence within the following seven tobacco-related areas: diversity of tobacco products, reducing addiction, reducing toxicity and carcinogenicity, adverse health consequences, communications, marketing of tobacco products, economics and policies. 
NC Legislative NEWS

Rural Center Turns Over Funds: The board of the North Carolina Rural Economic Development Center voted to turn over $85 million in grants and $4.3 million in interest to the NC Dept. of Commerce. The board is working with corporations, foundations, and others to transition into a smaller nonprofit organization.  Campaign NEWS
Possible Challenger for Ellmers: The chairman of the Chatham County Republican Party, Jim Duncan, said he is considering challenging US Rep. Renee Ellmers for her 2nd District seat.  Before making a decision, Duncan said he will talk to people across the district.  As a co-founder of the Coalition for American Principles, Duncan helped elect conservatives in Chatham, Orange, and Wake counties in 2010. 
Brunstetter May Challenge US Sen. Hagan: State Sen. Pete Brunstetter, R-Forsyth, may challenge US Sen. Kay Hagan.  Brunstetter said that NC Senate President Pro Tem Phil Berger, who is also considering a bid for the US Senate, encouraged him to consider running.  Brunstetter said he figures everyone who’s going to run will need to decide by the end of October.
People NEWS

Mitchell to Lead Rural Economic Development Division: Secretary of Commerce Sharon Decker announced  that Dr. Patricia Mitchell will become the Assistant Secretary for Rural Economic Development at the NC Department of Commerce.  Mitchell will oversee the newly-created Rural Economic Development Division, which includes three programs being transferred from the NC Rural Economic Development Center. These programs will provide assistance for building reuse and restoration, water and sewer infrastructure, and economic innovation in rural communities. The Division of Community Assistance, NC Broadband, Main Street and the Appalachian Regional Commission will also be consolidated into the new rural division. Mitchell served on the NC Rural Economic Development Center board of directors from 2007 to 2013. She was also a member of the five-person committee that worked to transition three NC Rural Center grant programs to the NC Department of Commerce. Mitchell is an adjunct faculty member at Appalachian State University, Nova Southeastern University, and NC State University.   She currently serves in leadership roles on the NC Economic Developers Association Board of Directors and Local Developers Advisory Council for the AdvantageWest Regional Economic Development Group.

Marine Fisheries Enforcement Officer of the Year: Marine Patrol Officer Chris Lee has been named 2012 Marine Fisheries Enforcement Officer of the Year award as part of the Governor’s Conservation Achievement Awards Program held Sept. 7.  Lee, who lives in Kill Devil Hills, was nominated because of his skill in detecting significant fisheries violations, like the illegal use of gill nets and the theft of commercial fishing equipment, and his dedication to protecting marine resources.

Organic Duplin Co. Farmer Named to FSA State Committee: Doane Cottle, an organic farmer in Duplin County has been appointed a member on the USDA North Carolina Farm Service Agency (FSA) State Committee. “Cottle’s wealth of experience in produce farming brings unique benefit to the state committee. His knowledge will assist the committee in our responsibility to set yields and prices on commodities that qualify for loss assistance,” said Raleigh Pender Sharp, chairperson of the committee. The members oversee the activities of the agency including carrying out state agricultural conservation programs, resolving appeals from the agriculture community, and helping to keep producers informed about FSA programs. Other individuals serving on the committee are Tom Gilmore of Julian, John Ashe of Reidsville, and Nancy Fish of Maggie Valley
Environmental NEWS

EPA Proposed Rule, Ag Remains Exempt: The US EPA – through the independent Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) - is soliciting public comment on a new draft science report titled: Connectivity of Streams and Wetlands to Downstream Waters, which reveals findings on the state of American waterways.  A public docket has been opened to receive comments and those comments received by October 31, 2013 will be considered by the SAB review panel during its public peer review meeting later this year. “We are pleased by the EPA’s announcement, noting that agricultural activities named in the Clean Water Act (CWA) remain exempt from jurisdiction or permitting,” said National Farmers Union President Roger Johnson. “NFU also supports the EPA deferring to state laws to regulate bodies of water that are fully contained within a state and are not suitable for transportation.” According to EPA, the proposed rule is limited to clarifying current uncertainty concerning the jurisdiction of the CWA that has arisen as an outgrowth of recent Supreme Court decisions; it does not propose changes to existing regulatory exemptions and exclusions, including those that apply to the agricultural sector that ensure the continuing production of food, fiber and fuel to the benefit of all Americans.  For more on the report and how to comment, click here.  

EPA Proposes Carbon Pollution Standards for New Power Plants: The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed Clean Air Act standards to cut carbon pollution from new power plants. Under the proposal, new large natural gas-fired turbines would need to meet a limit of 1,000 pounds of CO2 per megawatt-hour, while new small natural gas-fired turbines would need to meet a limit of 1,100 pounds of CO2 per megawatt-hour. New coal-fired units would need to meet a limit of 1,100 pounds of CO2 per megawatt-hour, and would have the option to meet a somewhat tighter limit if they choose to average emissions over multiple years. The agency is seeking comment and information on the proposal, including holding a public hearing. EPA’s comment period will be open for 60 days following publication in the Federal Register. For more information, click here. 
Commodity NEWS
NC Soybean Rust Update: Asiatic Soybean Rust was confirmed on Sept. 19 on a soybean sample from Cumberland County, NC.  Combined with the confirmed finds in Scotland and Cleveland counties, NC and Suffolk County, VA essentially all the state’s soybeans are within 100 miles of known rust.  Samples received last week from Catawba, Columbus, Gaston, Granville, Hoke, Lincoln, Pasquotank, Robeson, Rutherford, and Wayne counties were all negative for rust.  NCSU’s Jim Dunphy, Extension soybean specialist, and Steve Koenning, Extension plant pathologist, would consider that rust spores may well be in any soybean field in the state but, as dry as it is in much of the state, said they wouldn’t expect the disease to develop very rapidly.  They recommend spraying a fungicide on any soybeans in the state that have started blooming, which do not yet have full-sized seeds in the top four nodes of the plant and that appear to have a yield potential of 20 Bu/A or more.

Hatcheries, Growers Set More Eggs, Place More Chicks: Egg sets in incubators by commercial hatcheries rose 5 percent to 194 million eggs during the week ending Sept. 14.  Average hatchability was 84 percent, and broiler chicks placed rose 3 percent to 165 million from the same week last year.  Cumulative placements totaled 6.11 billion, a 1 percent increase, for the period of December 30, 2012 through Sept. 14, 2013. 

CDC Report:  Most Antibiotic Misuse Happens in Healthcare: The Centers for Disease Control released a report, Antibiotic resistance threats in the United States, 2013, that gives a first-ever snapshot of the threats posed by the antibiotic-resistant germs having the most impact on human health.  The report shows that most antibiotic-resistant infections happen in the general community; however finds that most deaths related to antibiotic resistance happen in healthcare settings such as hospitals and nursing homes. To read the full report, click here. 
USDA NEWS
13 Counties in NC Designated as Disaster Areas:  The USDA has designated 13 counties in North Carolina as primary natural disaster areas due to damages and losses caused by excessive rain and flooding that began May 1, 2013 and continues.  Those counties are: Avery, Brunswick, Buncombe, Cleveland, Columbus, Durham, Henderson, Madison, Orange, Rutherford, Transylvania, Watauga, Wilson. Farmers and ranchers in the following counties in NC also qualify for natural disaster assistance because their counties are contiguous. Those counties are: Alamance, Ashe, Bladen, Burke, Caldwell, Caswell, Chatham, Edgecombe, Gaston, Granville, Greene, Haywood, Jackson, Johnston, Lincoln, McDowell, Mitchell, New Hanover, Pender, Person, Pitt, Polk, Robeson, Wake, Wayne, Wilkes, and Yancey.  All counties listed above were designated natural disaster areas Sept. 18, 2013, making all qualified farm operators in the designated areas eligible for low interest emergency (EM) loans from USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for loans to help cover part of their actual losses. FSA has a variety of programs, in addition to the EM loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  Additional information is available at http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov.
Mark Your Calendar
AgLeaders Conference (Sept 25-27) – Click here for the Agenda
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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