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Syngenta is one of the world’s leading companies with more than 26,000 employees in over 90 countries dedicated to one purpose: Bringing plant potential to life.  Through world-class science, global reach and commitment to our customers, we help to increase crop productivity, protect the environment and improve health and quality of life. With North Carolina’s rich agricultural background, we are especially proud to have established roots in this state. Over 1,110 employees across our Greensboro and Research Triangle Park facilities are dedicated to this region and value the innovative atmosphere it cultures. Our $71 million state-of-the-art expansion is scheduled for completion later this year and we look forward to the opportunities it will provide. We are honored to partner with the N.C. Museum of History, the United Way and local food banks. These collaborations have strengthened our relationships with North Carolina businesses and residents – allowing us to contribute to the state’s economy and improve the well-being of our neighbors.  Through research and development, local engagement and increased resources, we know Syngenta will continue to help North Carolina agriculture thrive in the global environment. Learn more at www.syngenta-us.com.

NC Legislative NEWS

NC Commerce Listening Tours: Throughout the months of September and November, Secretary Sharon Allred Decker and Tony Almeida, Governor McCrory's Senior Advisor on Jobs and the Economy, will be traveling across North Carolina to hear first-hand from business owners, economic development professionals, elected officials, and other stakeholders. Invitations and details will be issued two weeks prior to each Listening Tour event. Due to venue limitations, invitations will be sent directly to individuals whose presence is requested. However, the department is requesting input on priorities for NC's 10-year Economic Development Plan, barriers and threats to progress, and opportunities for economic growth. To comment, click here. 
Washington NEWS
Farm Bill Movement:  On Saturday, the US House approved a rule that combines the farm-only and nutrition-only portions of the farm bill into a single bill.  It is unclear whether the House will now appoint conferees to get the House-Senate farm bill conference moving.  House Ag Committee Chairman Frank Lucas (R-OK) has been waiting for this critical first step, but it could take weeks before a conference is convened.  Even though the Senate already appointed conferees, they will have to repeat the process, creating additional delays. However, according to Politico, House and Senate staffs are already working on some portions of the bill, but it will take a conference to get the more contentious pieces - commodity and nutrition sections - worked out.

US and Japan Streamline Organic Trade Across the Pacific: The United States and Japan announced that beginning January 1, 2014, organic products certified in Japan or in the US may be sold as organic in either country. This partnership between two significant organic markets will streamline US farmers' and processors' access to the growing Japanese organic market. Without an equivalency arrangement in place, organic farmers and businesses in either country had to obtain separate certifications to meet each country's organic standards. This typically has meant two sets of fees, inspections, and paperwork. Similar to previous US equivalency arrangements with Canada and the EU, this trade partnership with Japan eliminates significant barriers, especially for small and medium-sized organic producers. The organics sector in the United States and Japan is valued at more than $36 billion combined and rising every year.

WTO Adopts Report Ruling in Favor of US in Trade Dispute with China:  US Trade Representative (USTR) Michael Froman announced that the World Trade Organization (WTO) adopted an August 2, 2013 dispute settlement panel report in favor of the US in a major trade dispute with China, proving that China’s imposition of duties on US chicken “broiler” products violates international trade rules. With the report now formally adopted by the WTO Dispute Settlement Body, China must bring itself into compliance with its WTO obligations. In 2009 – the year before China imposed the duties – the US exported over 613,000 metric tons of broiler meat to China. Exports fell almost 90 percent after the imposition of the duties, according to a USTR press release.

Campaign NEWS

Berger, Brunstetter Out of Race for Hagan’s Seat: NC Senate President Pro Tempore Phil Berger, R-Rockingham, said he will not challenge US Sen. Kay Hagan. Berger, who represents Guilford and Rockingham counties, said he wants to continue working for the people in the NC Senate and will seek re-election to that seat. State Sen. Pete Brunstetter, R- Forsyth County, had been considering a bid to challenge Hagan but also announced he will not run. Brunstetter said he wants to remain in the NC Senate.
Business NEWS

Smithfield Foods Shareholders Approve Deal: Smithfield Foods, Inc. announced that the shareholders of the company voted overwhelmingly to approve the proposed strategic combination with Shuanghui International Holdings Limited. At a special meeting of Smithfield shareholders, more than 96% of the votes cast were voted in favor of the transaction, which represents approximately 76% of Smithfield's total outstanding shares of common stock as of the record date for the special meeting. Under the terms of the agreement Smithfield shareholders will receive $34.00 per share in cash for each share of Smithfield common stock that they own. Upon closing of the transaction, Smithfield's common stock will cease to be publicly traded and the company will be a wholly-owned subsidiary of Shuanghui International Holdings Limited, operating as Smithfield Foods.
State Ports Board Approves Wood Pellet Agreement: The North Carolina State Ports Authority Board of Directors approved a deal with WoodFuels, LLC that would allow for construction of a wood pellet export facility at the Port of Morehead City. According to terms of the agreement, WoodFuels would finance and build a $25 million export facility at the port to receive, store and load wood pellets for export to Europe, where they would be used as a renewable energy source.  Under the 20-year agreement, the facility would receive its first pellets for shipment in late 2014. On average, this deal could result in $840,000 annually in ports operating revenue that would be used to reinvest into the Port of Morehead City. It is also expected to support at least 150 direct and indirect jobs between the port and other NC locations. According to forest-industry experts at NC State University, US production of wood pellets is expected to increase from three million tons just four short years ago, to nearly 10 million tons by 2015. The deal will be presented to the Council of State for final approval at its October meeting.
Ag Exports’ Key Role in Economy: A new report by the US Congress Joint Economic Committee details the key role that agricultural exports are playing in the US economy. This report discusses the crucial role of agriculture in the US economy and the opportunities and challenges facing agricultural exporters. It outlines several policy recommendations designed to facilitate agricultural export opportunities and increase the already significant economic contribution of America’s farmers. Agriculture accounts for 10 percent of all US exports despite comprising less than five percent of gross domestic product. The United States has posted a trade surplus in agriculture since 1960. These exports are a major reason the farm economy is important to the overall U.S. economy, supporting nearly one million jobs across the country. To read the full report, click here. 
Animal Activism NEWS

Court Dismisses “Pork, The Other White Meat” Lawsuit:  A US district judge dismissed a lawsuit filed by the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) over the National Pork Board’s purchase of the “Pork, The Other White Meat” trademark from the National Pork Producers Council (NPPC). HSUS, which was joined in the suit by a lone Iowa pork producer and the Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement, sued the USDA – and Secretary Tom Vilsack – over approval of the trademark purchase and the Pork Board’s annual payments to NPPC. HSUS argued that the sale and payments were unlawful since the Pork Board is prohibited from using checkoff dollars to influence legislation. The court dismissed the HSUS case, ruling that the plaintiffs lacked standing and that no one had suffered any injury from the agriculture secretary’s actions.
University NEWS

NC A&T University Receives Funding to Help Small, Socially Disadvantaged Producers: US Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced grants to support small, socially disadvantaged agriculture producers. North Carolina A & T State University received a $196,120 grant to help farm businesses develop marketing plans. Environmental NEWS
NC Returns Fracking Study Money: The NC Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources returned federal monies to study the environmental impact of hydraulic fracturing for natural gas.  The agency recommended the collection of baseline water-quality data last year but returned the $222,595 grant from the EPA.  A second grant of $359,710 for wetlands monitoring was also returned.  Tom Reeder, director of the Division of Water Resources, said the study will be done but that the unit that requested the grant is being reorganized and will not be the group conducting the study. Reeder added that the study will start once more details about when and where fracking is going to take place are determined.
Honeybee Measure Adopted: The nation’s top state agriculture officials have urged the federal government to work with them in developing strategies for promoting the health and welfare of bees. At its recent annual meeting in Asheville, NC, the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA) adopted a policy amendment recommending that the Agricultural Research Service of the USDA work with state agriculture departments to implement “pollinator plans.”  “These plans should emphasize enhanced communication between beekeepers and agriculture producers,” said North Dakota Agriculture Commissioner Doug Goehring, who introduced the amendment. “The overall goal is to ensure that beekeepers continue to have access to areas with adequate forage that will support bee health to sustain a pollinator population for flowering crops and a peaceful co-existence between beekeepers and agriculture producers.”
Commodity NEWS
NC Crop and Weather Summary: There were 6.0 days suitable for field work for the week ending September 22nd, compared to 6.3 days for the week ending September 15th. Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 3% very short, 28% short, 65% adequate and 4% surplus. The state received wide-spread precipitation this week with several areas receiving 2.0 or more inches of rain. Average temperatures were below normal for most of the state this week with fall like conditions. Corn harvest is in line with last year and the 5-year average while tobacco harvest has moved ahead of last year and the 5-year averages. Sweet potato harvest is just beginning. To read the full report, click here. 
NCDA NEWS

NC Forest Service Using Wasps to Fight Emerald Ash Borer: The NC Forest Service is enlisting a small, stingless wasp in its battle with the invasive emerald ash borer. Last week, Dr. Kelly Oten released a species of parasitoid wasp that can kill emerald ash borer larvae. The wasp lays eggs inside the borer larvae, and as the young wasps develop, they kill the ash borer larvae. The release took place in three locations in Granville County: four miles northwest of Oak Hill, four miles northwest of Townsville near Kerr Reservoir, and one mile north of Stovall. The Plant Industry Division of the NC Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services established an EAB quarantine covering Granville, Person, Vance and Warren counties following detection of the pest this year.

NCDA&CS Awarded USDA Specialty Crop Block Grants: US Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that USDA will invest $52 million in grants to support America's specialty crop producers through the 2013 Specialty Crop Block Grant (SCBG) Program awards. These grants will assist producers of fresh fruits and vegetables and help strengthen markets for specialty crops such as fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, and nursery crops, including floriculture.  North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services was awarded $1,082,555.81 for 18 projects. To read the full list of projects, click here. 
USDA NEWS
Grant to Develop Youth Farm Safety Curriculum: The USDA announced funding to provide safety training for the more than two million youth working in agricultural production. USDA's National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) awarded $600,000 to Pennsylvania State University to develop a national training curriculum that lessens agricultural hazards to young workers. The training will align with Career Cluster Standards (CCS) of the National Council for Agricultural Education for a unified approach to a national farm safety education and curricula-certification program for youth. The project will establish a national steering committee to engage the Department of Education, Department of Labor, FFA, Farm Bureau, Farmers Union, Ag Safety and Health Council of America, National Council for Ag Education and other relevant partners. 
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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