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North Carolina’s electric cooperatives serve more than 2.5 million people across North Carolina in 93 of the state’s 100 counties. The 26 electric cooperatives are private, independent and not-for-profit entities committed to providing a high standard of service to residential, commercial, industrial and agricultural customers with at-cost electric service. Each of North Carolina’s electric cooperatives is governed by a board of directors elected from its membership. Members are also owners. North Carolina’s electric cooperatives emphasize the importance of community involvement, integrity, accountability and innovation. 
Washington NEWS

Transatlantic Trade Roundtables Scheduled for NC: U.S. small businesses currently exporting to the European Union (EU) will have the opportunity to voice their concerns on existing barriers to trade with the EU through a series of roundtables across the country through early October. The roundtables will be held as part of broader outreach efforts under the recently launched U.S.-EU Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (T-TIP) negotiations. Meetings are scheduled in Raleigh on Sept. 16 and 17.  If you’d like to take part in a roundtable, please contact sme@usitc.gov for more information. In addition to the roundtables, public hearings will be held in San Jose, California (September 26th) and Washington, D.C. (October 8th). Business owners who are interested in having their voices heard but cannot attend the roundtables or public hearings can submit written statements by sending an email to sme@usitc.gov (by October 15, 2013) or by mail to EU-SME Project, U.S. International Trade Commission, 500 E Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20436 (no later than September 30, 2013).

Chairwoman Stabenow Calls for House Farm Bill Conferees: Senator Debbie Stabenow, Chairwoman of the US Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry joined Majority Leader Sen. Harry Reid and Neil Young at a news conference and called on House leadership to announce their conferees and officially begin conferencing the Farm Bill before the current extension expires on Sept. 30. “The Senate has agreed to go to conference and appointed conferees, and whenever the House decides to do the same we can move forward and finish the Farm Bill,” she said. “I do not support an extension because it is bad policy that yields no deficit reduction, no reform and does nothing to help American agriculture create jobs.”
Senator Gillibrand Introduces Meat and Poultry Safety Bill: On the heels of a Government Accountability Office (GAO) report that recommends that USDA collect and evaluate more data on its poultry pilot program, US Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), chairwoman of the Agriculture Subcommittee on Livestock, Dairy, Poultry, Marketing and Agriculture Security, introduced the Safe Meat and Poultry Act to reduce the number of foodborne outbreaks. Among other things, this legislation would: create mandatory pathogen reduction performance standards and expand the authority of the USDA to regulate new pathogens; improve consumer notification for recalls of contaminated products; and ensure regular international audits by the FSIS.
Business NEWS

Krispy Kreme Opens Store in Russia: The first Krispy Kreme doughnut shop in Moscow was scheduled to open last week.  With the opening of the new Moscow location, the international retailer will have a presence in 22 countries around the world. Krispy Kreme Doughnut Corporation announced a development agreement for Moscow with LLC Doughnuts Cafe, wholly owned and operated by Arkady Novikov, owner of the Novikov Restaurant Group, in April 2012. Under the agreement, LLC Doughnuts Cafe has agreed to build 40 Krispy Kreme shops in the city of Moscow. 
Deadline for AgCarolina Farm Credit Grants: Grant applications will be accepted through October 14 for grants to be awarded through AgCarolina Farm Credit’s corporate-giving program, The Fund for Rural North Carolina.  Grants are available up to $5,000 per organization for programs that specifically benefit farmers and rural residents. More info is available here.
Refrigeration Manufacturer Opens in Davie County: Pro Refrigeration, a manufacturer of refrigeration systems, has opened its East Coast production facility in Davie County. Pro Refrigeration is a privately-held company that designs, manufactures and distributes state-of-the-art refrigeration systems for the dairy, winery, food processing, medical and craft brewing industries. Pro Refrigeration plans to create 85 jobs over five years and invest $4.9 million in Mocksville.
NC Legislative NEWS

Replacement Picked for Sen. Kinnaird’s Seat: State Rep. Valerie Foushee has been picked by NC Senate District 23 Democratic Party Executive Committee to fill the state Senate seat vacated by former Sen. Ellie Kinnaird.  Foushee currently represents District 50 in Orange County and will serve the remainder of Kinnaird’s term, which ends in December 2014. A House of Representatives District Executive Committee will soon pick someone to fill Foushee’s seat.
Campaign NEWS

Another Joins Race for Hagan’s Seat: Rev. Mark Harris announced that he will challenge Democratic Sen. Kay Hagan for her Senate seat. Harris, a Republican, is the senior pastor at First Baptist Church in Charlotte and president of the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina. Harris will officially launch his campaign on Oct. 2 and has the help of Tom Perdue, a longtime consultant to Sen. Saxby Chambliss of Georgia. Former Rep. Robin Hayes and Mary Frances Forrester, a longtime state political activist, will chair the campaign. Six others have officially announced their campaigns, or are still considering bids, to challenge Hagan.
Environmental NEWS

Public Hearing Scheduled on Changes to State Air Toxics Rules: Proposed changes to NC’s rules for controlling toxic air pollutants will be the subject of a Sept. 19 public hearing scheduled in Raleigh. The proposed rules would exempt most facilities from state air toxics rules if they demonstrate compliance with federal rules for controlling hazardous air pollutants, unless the director of the state Division of Air Quality determines that their emissions pose unacceptable health risks. The proposal also would change some of the minimum requirements for facilities needing toxics evaluations and would exempt certain natural gas/propane boilers and emergency generators from the state rules. The state Division of Air Quality has scheduled the hearing for 3 p.m. Sept. 19 in the Training Room (Room 1210) in the Green Square office building, 217 West Jones St., Raleigh. More information on proposed rules can be found at http://www.ncair.org/rules/hearing/ Written comments on the rules will be accepted through Oct. 14. Written comments may be submitted at the hearing, emailed to joelle.burleson@ncdenr.gov or mailed to: Joelle Burleson, Division of Air Quality, 1641 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1641.
EPA Launches Web Tool for Chemical Info: The US EPA has launched a web-based tool, called ChemView, to significantly improve access to chemical specific regulatory information developed by EPA and data submitted under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA). The web tool displays key health and safety data in an online format that allows comparison of chemicals by use and by health or environmental effects. EPA has incorporated stakeholder input into the design, and welcomes feedback on the current site.
Report: EPA Should Improve Oversight of Conditional Registrations:  As of September 2010, more than 16,000 pesticides were registered for use in the US, according to EPA. EPA reviews company data and may register a pesticide or, alternatively, grant a "conditional registration" for a pesticide under certain circumstances. The company must provide the missing data within a specified time. In 2010, environmental and other groups charged that EPA had overused conditional registrations and did not appear to have a reliable system to identify whether the required data had been submitted. The Government Accountability Office was asked to examine issues related to EPA's use of conditional registrations for pesticides. The GAO reports that the total number of conditional registrations granted is unclear, as the EPA reports that its data are inaccurate for several reasons. First, the database used to track conditional registrations does not allow officials to change a pesticide's registration status from conditional to unconditional once the registrant has satisfied all requirements, thereby overstating the number of conditional registrations. Second, EPA staff has misused the term "conditional registration," incorrectly classifying pesticide registrations as conditional when, for example, they require a label change, which is not a basis in statute for a conditional registration. GAO recommends, in part, that EPA consider and implement options for an automated system to better track conditional registrations. EPA agreed with GAO's recommendations and noted specific actions it will take to implement them. To read the full report, click here. 
People NEWS
NC Swine Consultant Appointed to DWR/DWQ Committee: Kathy Dugan Barker has been selected to serve on a committee of stakeholders that will provide input to Division of Water Resources/Division of Water Quality staff and management as they continue their review of rules, programs, operations and processes. The goal of this Committee will be to develop, by December 31, 2013, a list of proposed rules and programs for potential modification. Barker spent nine years as a livestock agent in Bladen County and is now self-employed as a consultant assisting swine farms with regulatory compliance. 
J.C. Nesbitt Inducted Into Mountain State Fair Livestock Hall of Fame: J.C. Nesbitt of Fairview was inducted into the Mountain State Fair Livestock Hall of Fame during a ceremony Friday at the WNC Agricultural Center. Nesbitt was recognized for his contributions to the livestock shows at the Mountain State Fair and the state’s dairy industry. Nesbitt owned and operated a dairy farm on Cane Creek Road in Fairview for more than 40 years. During his career, Nesbitt sat on the boards of the American Dairy Association of North Carolina, NC Division of the Dairy and Food Nutrition Council of the Southeast, as well as national dairy cooperatives. He also was chairman of the WNC Dairy Commission. 
Commodity NEWS
Soybean Rust Found in NC: On Sept. 6, soybean rust was reported in North Carolina for the first time in 2013. The disease was detected in a commercial soybean field in Scotland County.  NC State Soybean Specialist Jim Dunphy said the detection warrants a fungicide recommendation for soybeans that have started blooming and do not yet have full-sized seeds in the top four nodes of the plant. 
NC Corn Production Up, Cotton, Peanuts, Soybeans & Tobacco Down:  According to a report released Sept. 12 by USDA’s NASS NC Field Office, corn for grain yield is forecast to total 116.2 million bushels, 21% more than last year’s production of 95.9 million. Cotton yield is forecast to total 670,000 bales, down 45% from last year’s production of 1.2 million bales. Peanut yield per acre is forecast to toal 288 million pounds, down 34% from last year’s production.  Soybean yield is forecast to total 47.4 million bushels, down 23% from last year. Flue-cured tobacco is forecast to toal 340 million pounds, 10% lower than the 377 million pounds produced in 2012. Burley Tobacco yield is forecast to total 3.57 million pounds, 11% lower than the 3.99 million pounds produced in 2012. To read the full report, click here. 
Cheaper Corn in Forecast:  USDA’s monthly World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates report forecasts 2013/14 US corn production at 13.8 billion bushels, up less than 1 percent from the August forecast and up 28 percent from 2012. If realized, this will be a new record production for the US. As a result, average farm price for corn is forecast to drop 10 cents per bushel to a range of $4.40 to $5.20.
USDA NEWS

Court Denies Injunction on COOL: Meat industry trade groups will appeal a U.S. District Court judge’s Sept. 11 decision to deny their request for a preliminary injunction against USDA’s new country-of-origin labeling (COOL) rule. The organizations, including the American Association of Meat Processors, American Meat Institute, Canadian Cattlemen’s Association, Canadian Pork Council, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, North American Meat Association, Southwest Meat Association and Mexico’s National Confederation of Livestock Organizations, asked for the injunction until the lawsuit filed in early July concluded.  The groups argue that the rule “is in violation of the First Amendment and is arbitrary and capricious. The rule imposes vast burdens on the industry with little to no countervailing benefit.”  The groups plan to appeal the decision.

New FSA Guaranteed Loan Limit: Effective October 1, 2013, the loan limit for FSA guaranteed loans is $1,355,000. The loan limit is adjusted annually based on the "Prices Paid to Farmers Index" compiled by the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA.  
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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