[image: image2.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness






January 3, 2011
[image: image1.jpg]NORTH CAROLINA
‘ GROWERS ASSOCIATION




This week’s issue of the AgNews Update is sponsored by The NC Growers Association (NCGA), a non-profit cooperative that consists of approximately 750 North Carolina grower-members who grow a wide variety of diversified crops from flowers, turfgrass, and Christmas trees to tobacco, cucumbers and sweet potatoes.  NCGA provides its members a labor force via the H-2a program, which is a legal guestworker program, authorized by the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) of 1986. H-2a enables farmers to secure a legal and adequate labor force that is available and capable of assisting with the seasonal/temporary manual labor associated with some agricultural crops. In order to utilize the H-2a program, growers must certify with USDOL they have first engage in independent positive recruitment of US workers through the local employment security commission, word of mouth with other growers and by placing ads in newspapers and on the radio, as well as soliciting the return of any former, qualified workers..
N.C. Legislative NEWS
Smoking Ban Finds Challengers:   Although complaints against businesses have gone down- 318 to 25-since the ban on smoking in restaurants and bars went into effect a year ago, lawsuits are moving forward.  At issue is that private, non-profit clubs are exempt from the ban, and a Greenville judge called the distinction arbitrary and unconstitutional.   A lawsuit in Guilford County is moving to the Court of Appeals.
Fuel & Energy NEWS

Gas Prices Rising:  Many places in N.C. are already seeing average gas prices of $3 a gallon.  Industry analysts expect that gas prices will continue to rise in 2011, possibly reaching $4 a gallon.  While gas prices typically rise during the summer and drop after Labor Day, they’ve risen more than 30 cents per gallon since Labor Day, the largest increase since 1990.
People NEWS

Jessie Rae Scott: Jessie Rae Scott, the widow of former N.C. Gov. Bob Scott, died last week.  Scott was 81 and ran unsuccessfully for labor commissioner in the 1970s. Scott served as chairwoman and president of the N.C. Division of the American Cancer Society. Bob Scott sat as governor from 1969 to 1973. Her father-in-law, Kerr Scott, served as N.C.’s agriculture commissioner for 11 years. Her daughter, Meg Scott Phipps, was elected N.C.’s agriculture commissioner in 2000.
W.L. “Billy” Carter Jr: NC Cotton Producers Executive Vice President Billy Carter died Saturday night as a result of an automobile accident which occurred on Thursday. Billy and his wife, Beverly, owned and operated Carter Farms for over 30 years. Prior to become EVP of the NC Cotton Producers Association in 2002, Billy was a prominent member of the cotton farming industry - in the early 90’s, Billy was awarded the Cotton Producer of the Year for the Southeastern United States.
Two Former State Legislators : Former state Sen. William Redman, a Statesville Republican, died last week.  Redman’s Senate career began in 1978, and he was re-elected four times before being appointed to the N.C. Utilities Commission. Gordon Allen, a former Democratic legislator from Roxboro, died last week.  Allen served three terms in the state Senate and four House terms.  Allen left office in 2005.
Business NEWS

Small Poultry Farmers Have Mobile Slaughter Option: Wild Turkey Farms in China Grove is helping small poultry farmers by renting a mobile slaughtering unit. The farm received a grant for the unit.  The unit rents for $45 to $100 per day and is one of the first such units in N.C., but others are in development.  Currently, farmers use Chaudhry Halal Meats in Siler City to process their chickens and are able to have their product USDA stamped.  NCDA&CS recently raised the number of birds a farm can slaughter and process without daily inspections to 20,000, up from 1,000 birds.  For more info email wildturkey_farms@yahoo.com.
University NEWS

NCSU Site of Southeast Climate Science Center: North Carolina State University will host the Department of the Interior’s Southeast Climate Science Center. A consortium of three universities--Oregon State University, University of Washington and the University of Idaho--will lead the Northwest Climate Science Center. These are the second and third of eight planned regional Climate Science Centers—or CSCs--to be established by the Department. As previously announced, the first CSC, the Alaska CSC, is hosted by the University of Alaska-Fairbanks in Anchorage. The centers will provide the science needed to understand which resources are most vulnerable to climate change and will work closely with natural and cultural resource managers faced with planning for those changes. The Southeast and Northwest CSCs were selected through an open competition. Climate science experts within the Department of Interior, U.S. Forest Service and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) reviewed proposals from universities. NCSU brings major expertise in biology, climate change, and applied conservation and management to deal with the threat of rising sea levels and increased stress on freshwater resources in the Southeast. The university has connections to farmers, resource managers, business people and citizens across the Southeast. It also brings an array of science and research partnerships, creating a region-wide expertise network.
Commodity NEWS
Reynolds Launches Product for Quitters:  R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. is offering a product to help smokers quit.  The company’s national marketing campaign for Camel Snus is its first to encourage smokers to choose switch. The ad promotes the product as smoke free, spit free, and drama free, meaning it can be used in places where smoking is banned.  Snus tobacco contains less moisture and salt than traditional snuff and consumers don’t have to spit.  The price is approximately $4 to $4.50.  Though the ads clearly warn that smokeless tobacco is addictive, anti-smoking groups argue that the company is subtly trying to discourage smokers from quitting and keep them addicted to nicotine.
N.C. Yields Drop From 2009: Corn, cotton, soybeans, and peanut yields in N.C. are down in 2010 from 2009.  Corn for grain yield is expected to drop 27 bushels, an 18% decline. The National Agricultural Statistics Service report shows that upland cotton is forecast at 793 pounds per acre, a drop from 2009’s record of 990 pounds per acre.  However, cotton production is expected to reach 900,000 bales, an 18% increase over 2009. Soybeans are expected to drop 7 bushels per acre to an average of 27 bushels per acre, which is actually 2 bushels higher than last month’s forecast.  Peanut growers are also seeing declines with an expected 2010 yield of 2,600 pounds of goobers, a 1,100 pound drop from 2009’s record yield.  Peanut production is forecast at 228.8 million pounds, a 6% drop.
Hog Inventory Drops: USDA’s latest quarterly Hogs & Pigs report found that U.S. inventory dropped 1% from Dec. 2009 for a total of 64.3 million.  Inventory is down 2% from Sept. 1, 2010.  Breeding and market hog inventory is also down 1% from last year at 5.78 million and 58.5 million head respectively.  However, both inventories are up slightly for the quarter.  For Dec. 2010-February 2011, hog producers expect to farrow 2.86 million sows, down 1% from actual farrowings from the previous quarter. Hogs under contract owned by 5,000-plus-head operations and raised by contractees were up 44% from last year and represent 45% of U.S. total hog inventory.
Eggs Set, Chicks Placed Increase Slightly: 204 million eggs were set for the week ending Dec. 25, a slight increase over last year according to USDA’s latest report. Average hatchability was 84 percent, and broiler growers placed 168 million chicks, a 1 percent increase.  From Jan. 3 through Dec. 25, cumulative placements rose 2 percent to 8.63 billion.
The Farm Press Peanut Profitability Awards are accepting nominations for 2011.  The award is based on producing the highest yields at the lowest cost per acre.  For the nomination form, go to southeastfarmpress.com.
NCDA NEWS

N.C. Scores High on Emergency Preparedness: In the eighth annual Ready or Not? Protecting the Public from Diseases, Disasters, and Bioterrorism report, 14 states scored nine or higher on 10 key indicators of public health preparedness.  North Carolina scored 8 out of 10.  No state scored lower than a five. The scores reflect nearly ten years of progress to improve how the nation prevents, identifies, and contains new disease outbreaks and bioterrorism threats and responds to the aftermath of natural disasters in the wake of the September 11, 2001 and anthrax tragedies.  However, the Ready or Not? report, released  by the Trust for America's Health (TFAH) and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, notes that the almost decade of gains is in real jeopardy due to severe budget cuts by federal, state, and local governments.  The economic recession has led to cuts in public health staffing and eroded the basic capabilities of state and local health departments, which are needed to successfully respond to crises.  Go to www.healthyamericans.org to view the entire report.
USDA NEWS 

New Labels Required on Meat and Poultry:  The USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) will be making new nutritional information readily available to consumers on 40 of the most popular cuts of meat and poultry products. Under a new rule, packages of ground or chopped meat and poultry will feature nutrition facts panels on their labels. Additionally, whole, raw cuts of meat and poultry will also have nutrition facts panels either on their package labels or available for consumers at the point-of-purchase.  The nutrition facts panels will include the number of calories and the grams of total fat and saturated fat a product contains. Additionally, any product that lists a lean percentage statement, such as "76% lean," on its label also will list its fat percentage, making it easier for consumers to understand the amounts of lean protein and fat in their purchase. The agency estimates the new labeling will cost between $10.5 million and $10.9 million a year over the next 20 years.  The average annual value of the benefits of the labeling runs between $75.5 million and $91.3 million, which includes the value of saved lives due to the new nutritional labels. This rule is effective on Jan. 1, 2012. The Federal Register notice announcing this rule can be found at federalregister.gov/a/2010-32485. 

Small Plants Exempt From Labeling Rules: The new nutritional labeling rule will not affect ground or chopped meat or poultry products made by plants that qualify for the small business exemption under previous labeling laws. However, no exemption for small plants exists for major cuts of single-ingredient, raw meat, and poultry products.  FSIS plans to make free point-of-purchase labels for these products available via the Internet to ease the costs of compliance.
Mark Your Calendar

The Golden LEAF Foundation and Cumberland County will hold a public forum to discuss the Golden LEAF Foundation’s Community Assistance Initiative on Jan. 11 at 4 p.m. at Fayetteville Technical Community in the multipurpose room of the Tony Rand Student Center.  Golden LEAF offers grants to economically distressed counties and the forum will provide an opportunity to learn about the initiative and answer questions.   For more information contact Pat Cabe at pcabe@goldenleaf.org or (888)-684-8404.
The Environmental Review Commission will meet Tuesday, January 18 at 10 a.m., 544 Legislative Office Building.
The N.C. MarketReady Fresh Produce Safety – Field to Family  is an N.C. Cooperative Extension program that educates fruit and vegetable growers about measures to minimize food safety risks. The N.C. Fresh Produce Safety Task Force will conduct the Tier 2 training workshops on the following date: February 23, 2011 – 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Cooperative Extension in Harnett County, 126 Alexander Drive, Lillington. For more information, contact Gary Pierce, 910-893-7533 or gary_pierce@ncsu.edu. Tier 2 will address risk identification and management issues including transportation and traceability, product recalls, liability and insurance options, and developing a crisis strategy. Currently, GAPs certification is voluntary for North Carolina farmers, though outbreaks of food-borne illness in other parts of the country have resulted in increased pressure for all farmers to become certified.
The Northern Piedmont Specialty Crop School will be held March 4, 2011 at the Person County Extension Center in Roxboro, N.C.  The school is designed to explore the art and science of growing and marketing specialty crops. This year's school will feature many ideas for specialty crop growers to be successful in their ventures. Topics include community supported agriculture (CSA), roadside markets, on-farm bakeries and much more. The registration is required and the deadline is February 25th.  Cost is $25 for one person of a farm/business and $15 for each additional participant. For more information, go to granville.ces.ncsu.edu/.
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