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House-Autry Mills has been the choice of Southern cooks since 1812.  House-Autry is fast approaching 200 years in continuous operation; most of that time at the original location in Newton Grove and since 2001 at our new state-of-the-art facility in Four Oaks.  Our mission continues to be to deliver quality products consistently to our Retail consumers as well as our Foodservice customers.  Our products are sold in about 30 states and we recently added a production facility in Marshall, Texas.  We employ over 90 individuals, many of whom have been with us for many years.  House-Autry continues to grind corn into meal on eleven (11) large grinding stones, but our primary products are breaders and coatings for frying and baking fish and seafood, chicken, pork, and vegetables.  Our products contain all of the ingredients the consumer needs to make tasty dishes, just adding water, milk, or an egg-wash to moisten the product that will be breaded or coated.  We still make our signature hushpuppy mixes, for which we are also famous.  We are proud to be associated with the North Carolina Agribusiness Council and ………….The Choice of Southern Cooks since 1812.

Washington NEWS
NC’s McIntyre Named to Farm Bill Conference Committee: The US House appointed Farm Bill conference members and approved a motion to go to conference with the Senate. The conference committee will resolve the differences between the two bills and present one bill for both chambers to vote on. The following Democratic members will serve on the Farm Bill conference: Rep. Marcia Fudge (OH), Chairwoman of the Congressional Black Caucus, will serve as the Leader’s Representative.  House Ag Committee Members named include: Ranking Member Collin Peterson (MN), Rep. Mike McIntyre (NC), Rep. Jim Costa (CA), Rep. Tim Walz (MN), Rep. Kurt Schrader (OR), Rep. Jim McGovern (MA), Rep. Suzan DelBene (WA), Rep. Gloria Negrete McLeod (CA), Rep. Filemon Vela (TX), House Committee on Foreign Affairs Ranking Member Eliot Engel (NY). House Ways and Means Committee Ranking Member Sandy Levin (MI).  House Republicans named to the conference committee include (all are members of the House Ag Committee): Rep. Frank D. Lucas (OK), Chairman of the House Ag Committee, Rep. Steve King (IA), Rep. Randy Neugebauer (TX), Rep. Mike Rogers (AL), Rep. K. Michael Conaway (TX), Rep. Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson (PA), Rep. Austin Scott (GA), Rep. Rick Crawford (AR), Rep. Martha Roby (AL), Rep. Kristi Noem (SD), Rep. Jeff Denham (CA), and Rep. Rodney Davis (IL). 

GAO Report Shows Need for Tightening Farm Payment Loopholes: A Government Accountability Office report recently released recommends changes to the eligibility requirements for being “actively involved” in farming.  Specifically, GAO recommended, “Congress should consider modifying the definition of significant contributions of management activities, either as it did in recent deliberations on reauthorizing the farm bill or in other ways designed to make contributions more clear and objective.” Here are several highlights of the report: FSA officials consistently said current ‘actively engaged’ regulations are too vague to enforce in a meaningful way; farms organized as general partnerships receive the most in payments and have the highest percentage of members receiving payments based on “active personal management only”. To read the full report click here. 
Commodity NEWS

NC Soybean Rust Update: Soybean rust was identified on a soybean sample from Robeson County, 39 of 39 leaves had pustules, and sentinel plot samples from Wayne County (2 leaves out of 34), Johnston County (9 out of 25), and Columbus County (23 of 44 leaves).  Rust has been found in Catawba County and reports are that most fields in that part of the state have some rust. Thus far, rust has been found in 10 counties and it is assumed that rust can be found in most any field that still has leaves. Combined with the confirmed finds in VA, essentially all the state’s soybeans are within 100 miles of known rust. According to NCSU soybean and plant specialists, rust will likely progress rapidly in fields that still have soybean leaves, but most soybeans are at a stage where fungicide applications are prohibited. Late planted soybeans are still at risk; though it seems likely that much of the states’ soybean crop will not be affected adversely by rust this year.
Huge Losses From Summer Rains in WNC: Rains over the summer had a huge impact on western NC farmers and the figures are finally in. Produce took the biggest hit.  Damage to crops in Henderson County totaled $42.8 million-$30.4 million for food crops, $9.6 million for non-food crops like sod and ornamental plants, and $2.8 million in tree losses (primarily apple trees).  Buncombe County lost half of its 500 acres of tomatoes and nearly a third of its 1,600 acres of feed corn. Farms in the area received USDA disaster declaration last month. Steve Duckett, director of the Buncombe County Cooperative Extension Service, said this was the worst damage he’s seen since tropical storms Frances and Ivan in 2004.
Frogeye Leaf Spot Confirmed in NC: Resistance of the frogeye leaf spot fungus (Cercospora sojina) on soybean to strobilurin type fungicides has now been identified in NC, making the state one of ten states with confirmed resistance of frogeye leaf spot to the strobilurin fungicides. Some growers are reporting that management of frogeye leaf spot with fungicides has been poor this year.  This may be a result of: 1) applications made in an untimely manner, 2) applications of a less than labeled rate, and (or) resistance of the fungus to the fungicides used.  If an application of a strobilurin type fungicide has been made, then a traizole fungicide (FRAC code 3) should be used if a second application is necessary, according to NCSU plant and soybean specialists. It is recommended that this disease be managed using either triazole fungicides (Group 3) such as Folicur, Domark, Topguard, Proline or combinations of these fungicides with strobilurin fungicides such as Stratego Yield, Quadris Top, or Fortix. For more info, go to www.nccrops.com.
World Cotton Production Down; Demand Stable:  During the 2013/14 season, world cotton production is projected at 25.5 million tons, the lowest in four seasons, but world cotton mill use is expected to remain around 23.5 million tons with consumption shifting from China to other countries, notably India, Pakistan and Turkey, according to the International Cotton Advisory Council. Production in both the US and China is significantly less than last season due to unfavorable weather conditions and a decrease in planted area. Cotton plantings in the southern hemisphere start in large scale this month with approximately 2.7 million hectares projected to be planted with cotton this season, similar to 2012/13. However, higher yields are expected to result in an increase in South American production.  World cotton trade is projected at 8.5 million tons during 2013/14, approximately 1 million tons less than last season, largely accounted for by a decrease in imports by China.    
Business NEWS

Apparel Manufacturer to Expand Multiple NC Facilities: Gildan Yarns, LLC, a subsidiary of Gildan Activewear Inc., will expand its existing yarn spinning manufacturing facilities in Bladen and Rowan counties and establish a new yarn spinning facility in Davie County.  The company confirmed that it will invest in excess of $250 million to build a yarn spinning facility behind its Salisbury location, which is currently under construction, and another one in Mocksville, as well as to expand and renovate its Clarkton location. With these projects, Gildan expects to create more than 500 new jobs in NC by the end of 2016.

Stricter Regs for EU Tobacco: The European Parliament recently voted in favor of strict tobacco regulation after months of intense deliberation. The tobacco industry campaigned against the regulations saying they limit consumer freedom and violate EU rules.  Lawmakers voted for warning labels that would cover 65% of the packaging and include graphic pictures. Menthol and other flavorings would be banned beginning in 2022, and limits would be placed on e-cigarette advertising.  Some of the details still need to be worked out with the 28 EU governments, but a deal is expected to be reached by the end of the year.  Smokers in the EU have dropped from an estimated 40% of the population to 28% since the EU implemented public smoking bans and restrictions on advertising over the past 10 years, but advocates of the new regulations say that treatment for smoking-related illnesses cost about $34 billion each year and that about 700,000 people die each year from such illnesses.
Campaign NEWS

AG Cooper Plans to Run for Governor: North Carolina Attorney General Roy Cooper, a Democrat, said he plans to run for governor in 2016.  While he didn’t formally announce his candidacy, he did say it is in his plans. Cooper spoke at the Democratic Party's Western Gala in Asheville, saying that Republican policies have hurt the state and its citizens. 
Fuel & Energy NEWS

Energy Company Opens Headquarters in Charlotte: Public officials and representatives of AREVA cut the ceremonial ribbon marking the official opening of AREVA Inc.’s North American headquarters in Charlotte, NC, unveiling a new corporate headquarters and customer conference center. Training and office space is still under construction and will be completed later this fall. AREVA aims to support the nuclear industry by lowering operating costs and improving performance with “cost-effective and innovative solutions,” according the company’s press release.  “Our new headquarters location better positions our company to serve our customers in the largest nuclear power market in the world,” said Mike Rencheck, president and CEO of AREVA Inc.  AREVA’s resources in North America include the AREVA Solutions Complex in Lynchburg, VA, the Advanced Fuel Fabrication Facility in Richland, WA, and the material fabrication capabilities of Columbiana Hi Tech, LLC, which was acquired by AREVA TN earlier this year, in Greensboro, NC.
Immigration NEWS

Legal Status for Farm Workers:  The immigration bill recently introduced by US House Democrats provides a pathway to legal status for undocumented farm workers. This legislation, H.R. 15, is based on S.744, the Senate’s immigration bill. It eliminates the border security language of the Senate-passed bill and replaces it with the bipartisan border security bill drafted by Rep. Michael McCaul and Rep. Bennie Thompson. In addition, the bill allows undocumented agricultural workers to obtain a “blue card” after at least 575 hours or 100 work days during a two-year period.  The “blue card” holders can apply for permanent resident status after five years as long as they have remained working in agriculture and paid their taxes and a fine.  After that, they can apply for citizenship. The bill is not expected to pass since Republicans are working on the immigration issue by focusing on border security, according to Agri-Pulse, a farm and rural policy source in Washington, DC.
University NEWS 
GAP Workshops Coming: NCSU and NC Cooperative Extension are partnering with the Carolina Farm Stewardship Association (CFSA) to deliver workshops in October and November with the aim of providing farmers with the tools to reduce food safety risks and meet market requirements. This two-part Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) workshop series will be offered in Wayne and Davidson counties on Oct. 17, 29 and Nov. 12. Two workshops- Principles of Fresh Produce Safety and Navigating the USDA GAP Audit and Fresh Produce Safety Program and Plan Development- will address how farmers of all sizes can achieve USDA GAPs certification, deliver information on principles of fresh produce safety and on-farm hazard assessment, as well as provide assistance with creating a fresh produce farm safety plan. Registration is $10 for the first workshop and an additional $10 for the second workshop. Lunch will be provided. For more info on registration, click here. 

Funding Awarded to Expand 20 Ag Businesses: The North Carolina Value-Added Cost Share (NCVACS) program announced the recipients of the 2013 equipment cost share awards. NCVACS awarded $311,938 to 20 agricultural operations across the state. NCVACS funding requires recipients to match the award dollar for dollar. Currently funded by the NC Tobacco Trust Fund Commission, NCVACS provides an agricultural producer or processor with up to $50,000 to purchase new or used specialized equipment to start or grow a value-added operation. To read the full list of recipients, click here. 

NC A&T Team Develop Hog Waste Asphalt: Bio-Adhesive Alliance, an engineering team formed by faculty and students at NC A&T University, will conduct its hog-waste asphalt plant at the campus’ research farm.  The team developed technology that utilizes swine waste to create a durable construction adhesive that enhances pavement performance. Recently, the Bio-Adhesive Alliance Team was crowned champion of the ACC Clean Energy Challenge and have now taken first place in the US Department of Energy National Clean Energy Business Plan Competition, representing the entire southeastern US. The group is currently reviewing bids for the facility and hopes to have it finished by next August. 
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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