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North Carolina’s electric cooperatives serve more than 2.5 million people across North Carolina in 93 of the state’s 100 counties. The 26 electric cooperatives are private, independent and not-for-profit entities committed to providing a high standard of service to residential, commercial, industrial and agricultural customers with at-cost electric service. Each of North Carolina’s electric cooperatives is governed by a board of directors elected from its membership. Members are also owners. North Carolina’s electric cooperatives emphasize the importance of community involvement, integrity, accountability and innovation. 
Washington NEWS

First Public Meeting for 2013 Farm Bill Conference Committee: The first public meeting for the 2013 Farm Bill conference committee will be held on Wednesday, October 30 at 1:00 p.m. ET in room 1100 of the Longworth House Office Building. The agenda for the meeting of conferees will include opening statements and discussion of H.R. 2642, The Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Management Act of 2013.  The US House conferees include US Rep. Mike McIntyre (NC-7), the #2 ranking member of the House Agriculture Committee.

Hagan Announces Bill to Support US Textile Industry: US Senator Kay Hagan (D-NC) has reintroduced the bipartisan Textile Enforcement and Security Act (TESA) with Republican Senator Lindsey Graham (SC). This bipartisan bill, originally introduced in 2011, will help level the playing field for textile companies in NC. Based on existing trade agreements, certain textiles are permitted to enter the country duty-free. However, due to illegal trafficking of yarn, too many foreign companies are able to evade US duties. Specifically, the bill will: establish an electronic verification program that tracks yarn and fabric inputs in free trade agreements; increase the number of trained import specialists in textile and apparel verifications at the 15 largest U.S. ports that process textile and apparel imports; increase staff at the Textile and Trade Agreements Division in Customs and Border Protection headquarters that are dedicated and trained in identifying textiles fraud; mandate the publishing of names of companies that intentionally violate the rules of textile and apparel trade agreements. 

Hagan Urges Senate Ag Committee Leadership to Include Pesticide Provision in Final Farm Bill: US Senator Kay Hagan (D-NC) is leading a bipartisan group of 12 Senators in urging the Senate Agriculture Committee to include a provision in the 2013 farm bill that eliminates a duplicative EPA regulation on pesticides. A copy of the letter to Senate Ag Committee Chair Debbie Stabenow and Ranking Member Cochran is available here. The NC Agribusiness Council and 161 other organizations signed a letter that expresses strong support for eliminating this redundant and burdensome regulation. Until recently, the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) required EPA to conduct a comprehensive review of pesticides before they could enter the market. However, in 2011 the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that Clean Water Act permits are also required for aquatic application of pesticides. Hagan previously introduced a bipartisan bill to eliminate this redundant regulation. The House included similar language in their version of the farm bill, but the Senate farm bill did not include the measure. The Senate and House are now in a conference committee to work out the details on a new farm bill to reauthorize the current law.

House Passes Water Act: The House passed H.R. 3080, the Water Resources Reform and Development Act (WRRDA) of 2013, by a vote of 417-3. H.R. 3080 “cuts federal red tape and bureaucracy, streamlines the infrastructure project delivery process, fosters fiscal responsibility, and strengthens water transportation networks to promote America's competitiveness, prosperity, and economic growth.”  The bill will now go to conference since the Senate passed its own water bill in May. Many ag groups support the House bill, but the Senate bill includes a few differences that would affect ag. For example, the Senate bill includes a provision to exempt above-ground storage tanks on ag operations from the EPA’s Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure Rule.
Business NEWS

Record Sales for Ag and Fishery Cooperatives in 2012: In recognition of October as National Cooperative Month, US Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that US farmer, rancher and fishery cooperatives set records for sales, income and assets in 2012, buoyed by strong prices for grain, farm supplies and many other agricultural commodities. Sales by agricultural and fishery co-ops of nearly $235 billion surpassed the 2011 record by $18 billion, an 8.3 percent gain. Record net (pre-tax) income of $6.1 billion was up nearly 13 percent over the $5.4 billion recorded in 2011.
People NEWS

Michael Roberts, Economics Extension Associate, Dies: Michael T. Roberts, NC Cooperative Extension associate in Agricultural and Resource Economics stationed at the NC Research Campus in Kannapolis, died Oct. 18 at Wake Forest Baptist Health Center. 
NC Legislative NEWS

Democratic Committee Fills House District 50 Seat: The NC House District 50 Democratic Party nominated Graig Meyer to fill the District 50 seat recently vacated by former Rep. Valerie Foushee, who was appointed to the NC Senate District 23 seat. Meyer is an administrator for Chapel Hill-Carrboro schools. Governor McCrory will have to approve the appointment.
Environmental NEWS

EPA Releases Greenhouse Gas Emissions Data: The US EPA released its third year of greenhouse gas data detailing carbon pollution emissions and trends broken down by industrial sector, greenhouse gas, geographic region, and individual facility.  The data highlight a decrease in greenhouse gas emissions as more utilities switch to cleaner burning natural gas. The 2012 data show that in the two years since reporting began, emissions from power plants have decreased 10 percent. Fossil-fuel fired power plants remain the largest source of US greenhouse gas emissions. To read the full report, click here. 
Animal Activism NEWS

Report Counters Pew Report on ‘Industrial’ Farming: The Animal Agriculture Alliance released a report detailing the efforts and progress America’s livestock, poultry, and egg producers have made over more than a decade in ensuring animal well-being, protecting the environment, using antibiotics responsibly and producing the world’s safest food.  Titled “Advances in Animal Agriculture; What the Center for a Livable Future, Pew Commission and Others Aren’t Telling You About Food Production,” the report provides a stark contrast to a report from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health’s Center for a Livable Future, the organization that initiated “Meatless Mondays.”  One highlight of the report includes the illness rate from E. coli dropping to less than one case in 100,000 people, meeting the US Department of Health and Human Services Healthy People 2010 goal. To read the full report, click here. 
Commodity NEWS
History in the Making: US Sorghum Unloads in China Port: The first-ever bulk shipment of US sorghum to China berthed and began unloading at the Guangzhou Port Facility this week. The shipment of 60,000 metric tons (2.36 million bushels) is designated for animal feed and demonstrates the continuing modernization of China's feed industry.  With several more cargos on the way, US Grains Council sources indicate China could purchase a significant share of the 2013 U.S. crop. "As of this month there are approximately 20 Panamax vessels sold of U.S. sorghum to China, which represents around 1.1 to 1.2 million tons (43.3 to 47.2 million bushels)," said Alvaro Cordero, USGC manager of global trade. "Traders estimate that the 2013/14 crop year should register sales of 1.6 million tons (63 million bushels) or more."
NC Crop Summary for the Week Ending October 20: Data for weeks ending October 6th and 13th will be unavailable due to the federal government furlough. There were 4.7 days suitable for field work for the week ending October 20th compared to 6.0 for the week ending September 29th. Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 1% very short, 17% short, 70% adequate and 12% surplus. The state received little precipitation this week and average temperatures were slightly above normal. Small grain plantings are ahead of last year. Cotton and peanut harvest percentages are slightly behind compared to last year due to the damp days over the last two weeks. Crop conditions remain fair to good for cotton and peanuts. Flue-cured and burley tobacco harvest are done for this season.  To read the full report, click here. 

Veterinary Scientists Track the Origin of PEDV in the US: Veterinary researchers at the Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine at Virginia Tech have helped identify the origin and possible evolution of an emerging swine virus with high mortality rates that has already spread to at least 17 states. A team of researchers led by Dr. X.J. Meng has used virus strains isolated from the ongoing outbreaks in Minnesota and Iowa to trace the likely origin of the emergent porcine epidemic diarrhea virus (PEDV) to a strain from the Anhui province in China. The virus, which causes a high mortality rate in piglets and belongs to the coronavirus family, was first recognized in the US in May of this year. “There is currently no vaccine against porcine epidemic diarrhea virus in the United States. Although some vaccines are in use in Asia, we do not know whether they would work against the US strains of the virus,” said Meng. The researchers determined not only that the three US strains of the porcine epidemic diarrhea virus are most closely related to the Chinese strains of the virus but also that the US strains likely diverged two or three years ago following an outbreak of a particularly virulent strain in China. They did come across additional evidence that the US strains share several genetic features with a bat coronavirus — findings which point to an evolutionary origin from bats and the potential for cross-species transmission.

Report on US Hog Production From 1992 to 2009: US hog farm numbers dropped by 70% over 1991-2009 while hog inventories remained stable, according to a recent report by USDA’s Economic Research Service. The result has been an industry with larger hog enterprises, increased specialization in a single phase of production, greater reliance on purchased rather than homegrown feed, and greater use of production contracts. To see the full report, click here.
USDA NEWS

NCEMC Receives Funding for Electric System Improvements: US Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced funding for rural electric utility system improvements that will benefit residential and business customers in 23 states. The projects include more than $14.3 million to implement smart grid technology and nearly $11 million to improve electric service for Native Americans. North Carolina Electric Membership Corporation received $60.6 million for the borrower’s share of capital system improvement projects for the Units 1 and 2 at the Catawba Nuclear and $33 million to construct Hamlet Unit 6, a simple-cycle combustion turbine.
NC School Districts Support Farm to School Activities: According to USDA's first-ever Farm to School Census, in school year 2011-2012, schools participating in farm to school activities purchased and served over $350 million in local food. 43% of public school districts across the country reported having an existing farm to school program in place. In NC, 19% of school districts’ food budget is spent on local foods. And, more than 75% of school districts in NC participate in farm to school activities. For more info, click here.  
FSIS Issues New Guidance on Humane Handling: USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) will introduce new guidance—FSIS Compliance Guide for a Systematic Approach to the Humane Handling of Livestock—to support the Humane Methods of Slaughter Act. Comments will be accepted for 60 days after publication in the Federal Register.  For more info, click here. 

USDA Issues CRP Rental Payments, Direct Payments and ACRE Payments: USDA has begun distributing Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments to participants across the country. USDA will also distribute 2013 direct payments and 2012 Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program payments beginning Oct. 24. Payments originally were scheduled to be issued earlier in the month but were delayed by several weeks due to the lapse in federal funding.

Changes to November Crop Production Report: USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will publish information in the November 8th Crop Production report that was originally scheduled for release in the October report. This includes: potential updated planted and harvested acreage for dry edible beans, canola, corn, sorghum, soybeans, and sunflower; revised peanut and sunflower acreage, yield and production for 2012; and indicated 2013/2014 production forecasts for citrus fruits as of November 1.  Forecasts for several crops originally scheduled for release in October will not be included in the November report.  These include harvested area, yield and production forecasts for hay and tobacco, as well as yield and production forecasts for canola, dry edible beans, and sunflowers. Crop estimates will be included in the 2013 Annual Crop Production report scheduled for release in January 2014.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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