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Duke Energy, the largest electric power company in the United States, supplies and delivers electricity to approximately 7 million customers in the Southeast and Midwest. The company also distributes natural gas in Ohio and Kentucky.  Its commercial power and international businesses operate diverse power generation assets in North America and Latin America, including a growing renewable energy portfolio. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 250 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK.

Washington NEWS

Agencies Shut Down: As a result of the government shutdown, several agencies related to agriculture will be impacted but others will not. For example, meat, poultry and processed egg inspection activities, as well as those services necessary to support inspection activities, will be maintained. Other FSIS functions, such as food safety education - including the USDA Meat and Poultry Hotline, and label review, will be impacted. The USDA website and several reports will be unavailable. USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service and the National Agriculture Service offices are closed, so livestock slaughter, price reporting, crop production, and broiler hatchery reports will be affected.  FDA will continue to operate most of its food safety and nutrition activities.  But, much of its laboratory research, routine establishment inspections, compliance and enforcement activities, monitoring of imports, and notification programs will be shut down.  E-Verify is currently unavailable, which means you will not be able to access your E-Verify account. As a result, you will be unable to: enroll any company in E-Verify; verify employment eligibility and employees will be unable to resolve tentative nonconfirmations (TNCs) during the shutdown.
Senators Form US Senate Chicken Caucus: Delaware Senator Chris Coons (D) announced the formation of the inaugural Senate Chicken Caucus in the US Senate.  The Senate Chicken Caucus was formed to educate other senators about the history, contributions and concerns of US chicken producers, which emanate from a wide range of issues pertaining to agriculture, food safety, free trade, labor, immigration reform and others. Coons will co-chair the caucus with Georgia Senator Johnny Isakson (R). In addition to Senators Coons and Isakson, founding members of the Senate Chicken Caucus to date include Senators John Boozman (R-AR), Tom Carper (D-DE), Saxby Chambliss (R-GA), Mark Pryor (D-AR) and Roger Wicker (R-MS). A Congressional Chicken Caucus was formed in the House in 2011 during the 112th session of Congress.  It is co-chaired by Reps. Rick Crawford (R-AR) and Sanford Bishop (D-GA) and maintains more than 50 House members.
N.C. Legislative NEWS

Ag Loan Agency Questioned by State Auditor: State auditor Beth Wood released an audit of the NC Agriculture Finance Authority. The Authority was created in 1986 by the NC Legislature to alleviate the shortage of available and affordable loans for agriculture and agriculture exports. The Authority is managed by a 10-member board that includes NC Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler.  In 2004, the Authority managed its highest number of loans, 169, totalling just over $7 million. In 2012, it administered 47 loans with four new loans totaling $ 622,270. As of February 2013, one additional loan for $590,000 has been made.  The audit found that the Authority has had operating losses the past four years.  Because of the decrease in loans and operating losses, the audit questions whether the Authority is having a significant impact on NC’s agriculture industry and whether it should continue to operate under its current structure. The audit was conducted as part of the office’s periodic review of state agencies. To read the full audit, click here. 
FDA NEWS

Troxler Calls on Congress to Delay New Food Safety Rules: NC Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler is calling on Congress to delay finalization of new federal food safety rules until more public input can be factored into developing a final comprehensive program.  “We can all agree on the merits of needing a comprehensive program, but we also need a program that works and offers a level playing field with regard to imports and domestic production. I believe we need to have a second draft of rules open for public comment that takes into consideration some of the issues that have already been raised by farmers and ag leaders,” Troxler said. The comment period ends Nov. 15 for the proposed rules. For more on the Food Safety Modernization Act, go to the FDA’s website.
FDA to Withdraw Approvals of Arsenic in Animal Feed: Last week, the FDA responded to a nearly four-year-old petition, calling for the immediate withdrawal of the vast majority of arsenic-containing compounds used as feed additives for chickens, turkeys and hogs.  The lawsuit was filed by Center for Food Safety (CFS) and the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy.  FDA will withdraw three of the four arsenicals and all drug approvals associated with them.  Of the 101 drug approvals for arsenic-based animal drugs, 98 will be withdrawn. In the FDA’s response to the petition, the agency said that recent scientific reports on arsenical compounds in animal feed challenged previous assumptions of safety.  In particular, concern arose over the ability of organic arsenic (which is non-carcinogenic) to transform into inorganic arsenic (known to be carcinogenic) in the environment or animal tissue. 
Immigration NEWS

House Democrats Introduce Immigration Bill: Congressman Joe Garcia of Florida introduced with Rep. Judy Chu, Rep. Steven Horsford, Rep. Jared Polis, and Rep. Suzan DelBene an immigration reform bill in the US House.  “The only way immigration reform passes in the House is if Democrats and Republicans compromise. That is why today we are introducing – not the perfect immigration reform bill – but a compromise bill that we hope provides a path forward in the House” said Garcia. This legislation, H.R. 15, is based on S.744, the Senate’s immigration bill. It eliminates the border security language of the Senate-passed bill and replaces it with the bipartisan border security bill drafted by Rep. Michael McCaul and Rep. Bennie Thompson.

Campaign NEWS
Challenger for Rep. Jones: Taylor Griffin will challenge US Rep. Walter Jones, Jr. in the Republican primary race for the US House District 3 seat.  Griffin, of New Bern, recently returned to NC after working in DC where he started a public affairs firm.  Griffin previously worked for US Sen. Jesse Helms. 
USDOL NEWS

DOL Releases New Child Labor Report: Secretary of Labor Thomas E. Perez announced the release of a new report and updated list on child labor and forced labor. The report assesses efforts in countries to eliminate the worst forms of child labor, tracking from year to year whether a country has made significant, moderate, minimal or no advancement. This year, 10 countries, more than ever before, received an assessment of significant advancement. The report is available here.  The department also released an update of its "List of Goods Produced by Child or Forced Labor.” The updated list includes a total of 134 goods from 73 countries believed to be produced by forced labor, child labor or both in violation of international standards. The list is available here.
Business NEWS
Prestage Farms Receives Industry Award: Clinton, NC-based Prestage Farms was recognized for its industry innovations by Meatingplace, a multimedia information source for the red meat and poultry processing industry.  The award, formerly known as the Industry Innovator Award, is presented annually as "The Jewell" in honor of poultry industry pioneer Jesse Jewell. Among the company’s leading-edge accomplishments is its brand-new initiative to build a biomass energy production company that will convert poultry litter to energy for Smithfield’s Tar Heel, NC hog production facilities. The company is considered a leader in using sustainable practices in the industry, and, last year, Bill and Marsha Prestage gave NCSU $10 million for its College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. “Curbing the waste stream and emissions that accompany raising animals for food is a challenge for everyone, and we’re impressed with the leadership that Prestage Farms has shown in this, and other areas of innovation,” said Bill McDowell, editorial director of Meatingplace. Bill Prestage, who is president of the company, founded Prestage in 1983. He works with his wife, Marsha, and three sons in the business.

Foreign Investors’ Holdings of US Agricultural Land: USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has released its annual publication regarding foreign investors’ holdings of United States agricultural land. The data gathered through Dec. 31, 2011 indicate that foreign investors hold an interest in 25,715,588 acres of US agricultural land, which is approximately 2 percent of all privately held US agricultural land, and 1 percent of all land in the US. The total foreign-held US agricultural acres as of the last report, dated Dec. 31, 2010, were 24,224,807, resulting in an increase of 1,490,781 acres. The report is now available on the FSA website.
Monsanto to Acquire The Climate Corporation: Monsanto Company announced it has signed a definitive agreement to acquire The Climate Corporation for a cash purchase price of approximately $930 million. The acquisition will combine The Climate Corporation’s expertise in agriculture analytics and risk-management with Monsanto’s R&D capabilities and will provide farmers access to more information about the many factors that affect the success of their crops. The Climate Corporation has a core set of support tools to benefit farmers. These include products that help them boost yields on existing farmland and better manage risks that occur throughout a crop season. 
Environmental NEWS

EPA Accepting Comments on Methyl Bromide: EPA opened its registration review of fifteen fumigant pesticides, including methyl bromide, last week. The agency is seeking comments, which are due by November 25, regarding the work plans and is requesting information on how and where the pesticides should be used.  For more info, click here. 
Commodity NEWS
NC Crops and Weather Report: There were 6.0 days suitable for field work for the week ending September 29th same as for last week ending September 22nd. Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 1% very short, 31% short, 63% adequate and 5% surplus. The state received little precipitation this week along with average temperatures remaining slightly below normal. Sweet potato harvest moved in-line with the last year average and the 5-year average this week. Corn and tobacco harvest remain in line as well. Peanut harvest is now underway and should continue to progress well this week if the weather remains dry. Small grain plantings are also beginning in earnest and were aided by the dry conditions this week. To read the full report, click here.

US Hog Inventory Up Slightly: United States inventory of all hogs and pigs on September 1, 2013 was 68.4 million head. This was up slightly from September 1, 2012 and up 3 percent from June 1, 2013.  Breeding inventory, at 5.81 million head, was up slightly from last year but down 1 percent from the previous quarter. Market hog inventory, at 62.5 million head, was up slightly from last year and up 3 percent from last quarter.  The June-August 2013 pig crop, at 30.2 million head, was up 2 percent from 2012.  To read the full report, click here. 

Corn and Soybean Stocks Down 17 Percent from 2012: USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) reported that on September 1, there were 824 million bushels of old crop corn and 141 million bushels of old crop soybeans in storage. Corn and soybean stocks stored in all positions were down 17 percent from 2012, according to the quarterly Grain Stocks report.  In addition, growers harvested 45.2 million acres of wheat this year, down 8 percent from 2012. To read the full report, click here. 
USDA NEWS
FSA Announces Sequester-Based Changes to 2013 Crop Marketing Assistance Loans: USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced several adjustments to commodity loan programs to accommodate the automatic funding reductions known as sequester. The programs are subject to sequester reductions of 5.1 percent. With commodity loan programs operating on a crop year basis and Sept. 30 marking the end of the federal fiscal year, adjustments will occur for the 2013 crop year as follows: Loan-making for all commodities will be suspended on Oct. 1 and are targeted to resume mid-October. Loan repayment and loan servicing for all disbursed commodity loans will continue. Beginning in mid-October, the 2013 crop loans, and if applicable, loan deficiency payments (LDPs) will receive 5.1 percent reductions. Re-pledged 2012 crop sugar loans are not subject to sequester. 2013 crop loan rates are not affected. Commodity loans issued by FSA, marketing associations and loan servicing agents are all subject to these reductions.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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