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Much has changed in the half-century since the inception of the North Carolina SweetPotato Commission. What began as a small organization with big ideas is now an industry leader with bigger ideas and more opportunities—yet always focused on the original, root purpose: to expand the industry and be the source for ideas, answers and solutions for those connected to it. Education, research, and technology continue to yield new heartier and healthier sweet potato varieties. The NCSPC pledges to continue to seek resources that will further research how the nutritive properties of sweet potatoes can best benefit human health and wellness; strive to serve as a model for environmental stewardship and will continue to collaborate with like-minded organizations to protect North Carolina’s natural resources. Increased marketing and promotion have literally exposed the nation and the world to the availability, versatility, ease of preparation, and nutrition of sweet potatoes. As a forward-thinking organization, NCSPC will continue to evaluate and embrace appropriate emerging technologies that will serve to enhance our communication and improve production practices and to pursue innovative ideas that better the interests of growers and consumers far into the future,

Campaign NEWS

U.S. Chamber Endorses McIntyre: U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre, a Democrat, has received the endorsement of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in his bid to retain his U.S. House District 7 seat.  McIntyre will face N.C. Sen. David Rouzer, a Republican, in the fall.
Immigration NEWS

E-Verify Law to Take Effect in N.C.: The N.C. General Assembly approved a new law requiring employers and local governments to use the federal E-Verify system for new employees. The law phases in effective dates for private employers depending on the number of employees they have. The portion of the law that applies to private employers will become effective on Oct. 1, 2012 for employers with 500 or more employees in North Carolina. Eventually, this law will apply to all private employers with 25 or more employees in North Carolina. The law becomes effective for private employers on the following dates: Oct. 1, 2012—employers that employ 500 or more employees; Jan. 1, 2013—employers that employ 100 or more but less than 500 employees; July 1, 2013—employers that employ 25 or more but less than 100 employees. To view Q&A’s about E-Verify, click here.

DOL Introduces Online Filing for H-2A and H-2B Foreign Labor Certification Applications: The U.S. Dept. of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration announced that it will introduce electronic processing for H-2A and H-2B foreign labor certification applications filed by U.S. employers or their authorized representatives.  H-2A and H-2B program modules will be integrated in the existing iCERT Visa Portal System managed by the Employment and Training Administration’s Office of Foreign Labor Certification. Key features include online account management, which will enable employers to manage client membership lists; the ability to prepare, submit, and track H-2A and H-2B applications; and the option to reuse applications from previous seasons, thereby reducing data entry time. Electronic filing for the H-2B program is scheduled to be implemented on Oct. 15, and electronic filing for the H-2A program is scheduled to be implemented on Dec. 10.  A notice about the new process is in the Sept. 28 edition of the Federal Register, which can be viewed at http://s.dol.gov/WT.
Business NEWS

Fabrics Manufacturer to Create 55 Jobs in Rockingham County: Global Textile Alliance Inc., a leading fabrics manufacturer, will expand its operations in Rockingham County. The company plans to create 55 jobs and invest $7.4 million over the next three years in Reidsville. The project was made possible in part by a $150,000 grant from the One North Carolina Fund.  Global Textile Alliance, headquartered in Reidsville, manufactures bedding and upholstery fabrics, which are sold to several major U.S. furniture brands. The Reidsville plant is home to the company’s corporate headquarters, distribution, design, sales and marketing, finance, and quality control divisions. There are currently more than 130 people working at the facility.
Opposition to Sanderson Plant Continues: Nash County residents Carson Barnes and Clay Strickland have filed a lawsuit alleging that Sanderson Farms, Nash County, and property owners arranged the land sale for the proposed plant without fulfilling legal requirements.  The lawsuit contends that the sale of the land was conducted without holding a public hearing or providing public notice.  Nash County commissioners just recently approved plans for the plant and offered an incentives package for Sanderson Farms despite fervent opposition from a group of local citizens concerned about the plant’s environmental impact. 
$40 Million Initiative to Challenge Businesses to Make It in America: The Obama Administration announced a $40 million multi-agency competition, the Make it in America Challenge, to accelerate the trend of insourcing, where companies are bringing jobs back and making additional investments in America. The competition will help provide the critical infrastructure, strategic planning, capacity building, technical assistance, and workforce skills training necessary for American communities to be the desired home for more businesses. To be eligible for an award, projects must encourage insourcing through onshoring of productive activity by U.S. firms, fostering increased foreign direct investment or incentivizing U.S. companies to keep their businesses and jobs here at home, as well as train local workers to meet the needs of those businesses. A federal funding opportunity will be published by early 2013, which will provide detailed guidelines.
Environmental NEWS
Large-Mesh Gill Net Fishing Prohibited in Pamlico Sound: State officials closed the Pamlico Sound to large-mesh gill net fishing due to problems with endangered sea turtles.  Federal law mandates that the Pamlico Sound close to large-mesh gill net fishing from Sept. 1 through Nov. 30 each year.  However, if waters are monitored, fishing may be permitted. Fishing had been allowed since Sept. 15, but since then, there have been four documented encounters of endangered Kemp's ridley sea turtles with the nets, resulting in the death of one turtle.  
Court Allows Tile Drain Case to Move Forward:  A lawsuit asking that agricultural tile drainage systems be permitted under the Clean Water Act's (CWA) NPDES permitting program has been allowed to proceed.  The case, in the US District Court for the Eastern District of California, asserts that certain tile drainage systems in California are point sources under the CWA.  The lawsuit claims that the CWA's agricultural irrigation return flows exemption does not apply to these systems since the tile drains also drain subsurface groundwater. The case, Pacific Coast Federation of Fisherman's Associations (PCFFA) v. Glaser is being watched closely for its potential impacts on tile drainage systems nationwide.  
University NEWS

N.C. State Gets New Plant Scientist, Expands at N.C. Research Campus: N.C. State University’s Plants for Human Health Institute continues its expansion efforts by adding another established scientist to its team at the N.C. Research Campus in Kannapolis. Dr. Tzung-Fu Hsieh (pronounced “Zung Foo Shay”) joined the institute in August 2012 and is developing a research program centered on the biological systems of flowering plants, including fruits and vegetables. With the addition of Hsieh, N.C. State now employs nearly 50 faculty and staff in Kannapolis. Hsieh is an assistant professor in N.C. State’s Department of Plant Biology. 
Animal Activism NEWS

HSUS Files Lawsuit Against NPPC Over Slogan: The Humane Society of the United States filed a lawsuit in federal district court charging that the National Pork Board struck an unlawful deal with a D.C. lobbying organization for the purchase of the iconic “Pork: The Other White Meat” slogan. According to HSUS, the deal allows $60 million in pork producers’ money collected for marketing and promotion purposes to be used for industry lobbying efforts aimed at harming animal welfare and small farmers. The National Pork Board purchased the slogan from the National Pork Producers Council in 2006.  HSUS says it “uncovered glaring legal violations, conflicts of interest, and an exorbitantly over-inflated $60 million price tag associated with the deal.”  NPPC CEO Neil Dierks said, “NPPC is reviewing the HSUS complaint, but it appears there is no legal merit to this claim, and it is another desperate attempt by the radical activist group to severely curtail animal agriculture and take away consumer food choices. This also is the latest bullying tactic by HSUS in its efforts to force NPPC to abandon its position on allowing farmers to choose production practices that are best for the welfare of their animals. Over the past few months, HSUS has threatened NPPC with a Federal Trade Commission complaint; filed notice of its intent to sue a number of hog operations over alleged emissions reporting violations; and charged that NPPC was responsible for the deaths of hogs in barn fires because the organization asked to give input on national fire standards for agricultural facilities. All of the allegations lack merit.”
ConAgra Foods Supports Eliminating Gestation Stalls: ConAgra Foods, Inc., one of North America's leading food companies, said that it supports the elimination of gestation stall housing for sows. The company is asking pork suppliers to present actionable plans by 2017 that address both the elimination of gestation stalls and creation of traceability systems within the pork supply chain.
Commodity NEWS

N.C. Producers Import Record Corn Shipment:  The Midwest drought has pushed N.C. livestock companies to import record amounts of corn from Brazil.  Prestage Farms, Murphy Brown, and Nash Johnson & Sons’ Farms are waiting on 750,000 metric tons of corn to arrive at the Port of Wilmington according to a Reuters article.  According to John Prestage, senior vice president at Prestage Farms, it is five percent cheaper to import corn from South America than to rail the shipment from the Midwest.
Corn Production Forecast Reduced: USDA’s latest World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates report projects higher feed grain supplies for 2012/12 with a reduction in forecast corn production more than offset by higher projected corn carryin. U.S. corn production is lowered 52 million bushels with the national average yield forecast 0.6 bushels per acre lower at 122.8 bushels. Lower yields and production in the Corn Belt and Central Plains are partly offset by increases elsewhere, particularly across the South where an early harvest is boosting available supplies. U.S. corn supplies for 2012/13 are projected 108 million bushels higher as an increase in expected beginning stocks more than offsets lower production this month.
USDA NEWS

N.C. Receives Farmers Markets Promotion Funding: USDA announced over $9 million in grants through the Farmers Market Promotion Program for initiatives that bolster the connection between agricultural producers and their consumers while improving access to healthy food and strengthening local economies. The following projects in N.C. received funding:  $62,770 to WakeMed, Raleigh, NC, to improve food access in Wake County by: 1) purchasing EBT equipment, 2) providing training to farmers, and 3) hiring EBT management staff at two farmers markets that serve low-income residents of Wake County; $44,768 to Foothills Farmers Market Inc. in Shelby to expand production, storage, and distribution of perishable food in a food desert by equipping a market facility with refrigeration and starting a multi-farm Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) operation; $57,750 to Town of Huntersville  to enhance the Huntersville Farmers Market with new infrastructure and signage at the market, to promote the market with an advertising campaign, and to educate consumers about healthy meals with local produce.

USDA Announces Hispanic and Women Farmer and Rancher Claims Period Now Open: Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers who allege discrimination by the USDA in past decades can file claims between September 24, 2012 and March 25, 2013. The process offers a voluntary alternative to litigation for each Hispanic or female farmer and rancher who can prove that USDA denied their applications for loan or loan servicing assistance for discriminatory reasons for certain time periods between 1981 and 2000.  Call center representatives can be reached at 1-888-508-4429. Claimants must register for a claims package by calling the number or visiting the website. All those interested in learning more or receiving information about the claims process and claims packages are encouraged to attend meetings in local communities. 

Secretary Vilsack Announces Soybean Board Appointments: Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack has announced the appointment of 16 members to the United Soybean Board. Appointed Soybean Board members are as follows: James H. Carroll, III, Arkansas; Walter L. Godwin, Georgia; David P. Hartke, Illinois; Mark A. Seib, Indiana; Laura L. Foell, Iowa; Dennis R. Clark, Kentucky; Raymond S. Schexnayder, Jr., Louisiana; James A. Call, Minnesota; Todd A. Gibson, Missouri; Mark Caspers, Nebraska; Morris L. Shambley, North Carolina; Jay M. Myers, North Dakota; John B. Motter, Ohio; Jim Musser, Pennsylvania; David G. Iverson, South Dakota; and Robert W. White, Jr., Virginia. All appointees will serve 3-year terms beginning December 2012.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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