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Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com.

Washington NEWS

New Bill Supports N.C. Textiles: New trade legislation will support 2,000 textile jobs in N.C. and S.C., according to Francisco Sanchez, the Under Secretary of Commerce for International Trade, who recently visited the Unifi plant in Yadkinville and American & Efird operation in Mount Holly.  Sanchez explained that the recently-signed bill makes changes to the Dominican Republic-Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement of 2003 (CAFTA-DR) that requires regionally-made sew and thread to be used in all cut and sew operations under the agreement in order to obtain duty free access to the U.S.  The bill fixes a loophole that excluded sewing thread under the original CAFTA-DR agreement.  The second-largest market for U.S. textile products, the Dominican Republic and Central America represented $3.8 billion in sales in 2011.
TPP Gains Mexico: Mexico is now a member country of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). Mexico was invited to join this past June and, after having met the requirements, can now participate in negotiations.
Congressmen Want Fair Poultry Trade: Since Canada is requesting to join the Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations, 45 congressmen wrote to USTR Ron Kirk asking him to take advantage of the opportunity to expand the U.S.’s trade relationship with Canada. Specifically, the letter asks for the elimination of existing tariffs on dairy and poultry products and that Canada establishes fair and open market access for U.S. poultry exports.  Canada is the third largest export market for U.S. poultry.  To read the entire letter, click here.
Campaign NEWS

Romney Issues Ag Agenda; Against Estate Tax: GOP presidential candidate Mitt Romney released a white paper on his vision for American agriculture. Romney’s agenda includes: implementation of tax policies to support family farms and agribusiness; pursuing trade policies that expand upon the success of the agriculture sector; creating a regulatory environment that is cost-effective; and achieving energy independence on this continent by 2020. Last week in Iowa, Romney stated that he wants to abolish the “death tax.”  Click here to read the entire white paper. 
Environmental NEWS

DENR Improves Online Tools: The N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources has rolled out the second phase of its online permit application tracking system, improved its online search engine, and created a new webpage with links to all of its customer forms.  The system can be accessed online through the department’s home page, http://www.ncdenr.gov, or at http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/deao/permit-tracker. The tracking system allows permit applicants and the public to check the status of pending environmental permit applications and/or plan approvals. 
Cotton Incorporated Documents Environmental Gains: A research project undertaken by Cotton Incorporated reveals that the cotton industry’s impact on the environment has made significant progress.  The project, life-cycle assessment (LCA), was a major focus of the First Open Session of ICAC's 71st Plenary Meeting, which took place on Oct. 8 in Switzerland. Delivered by Berrye  Worsham, CEO of Cotton Incorporated, the presentation outlined how the LCA was developed, as well as some of its top findings.  The results show that cotton has made great strides over the last 30 years, including reductions in: land usage: 30%; soil loss: 68%; water usage: 75%; energy usage: 36%; greenhouse gases: 30%. Cotton Incorporated intends to conduct another LCA in the short-term future. "Cotton is doing well, but we know we can do better," Worsham said. "The key is continual progress. This LCA was all about measurement and improvement, and you can't make measurable progress if you don't know where you started."
People NEWS

Bill Friday Dies: William “Bill” Friday, former president of the UNC system, died last week at the age of 92. His service spanned three decades.  Gov. Beverly Perdue ordered state flags to be lowered to half-staff.  Of his passing, Perdue said, “A true public servant, Bill Friday helped shape North Carolina into the 21st century economic engine it is today. He grew the University of North Carolina system into the best higher education system in the country. He helped make Research Triangle Park a world-renowned center for innovation and entrepreneurship. And he advocated tirelessly to ensure that a college education was within reach for all North Carolina students.”

 White House Lawn Home to N.C. Plants: N.C.’s oldest nursery provides plants for national landmarks like the White House and the Jefferson Memorial. WRAL aired a story on the Gilmore Plant and Bulb Company in Randolph County and some of the famous places its plants are blooming.  Click here to watch the video.

New District Directors: USDA’s N.C. Farm Service Agency announced new district directors. Joe Gregory will serve as district director for district 5 and Debbie Houston will serve as district director for district 6.
Business NEWS
Food Distributor to Create 90 Jobs in Rowan County: Freshouse II, a distributor of fresh produce, will expand its operations in Rowan County.  The company plans to create 90 jobs and invest $6.3 million over the next three years in Salisbury. Freshouse is a full-service distribution and packing facility headquartered in Salisbury. The company currently employs more than 115 people in North Carolina. The project was made possible in part by a $100,000 grant from the One North Carolina Fund.  Other partners that helped with this project include: the N.C. Department of Commerce, N.C. Community Colleges, Rowan County, the City of Salisbury and Duke Energy.
Feds Want Another Hearing on Graphic Cigarette Labels: In August, a three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals in Washington held unconstitutional a regulation by the FDA that would have forced cigarette makers to place graphic health warnings on all cigarette packaging and advertising. Agreeing with arguments made by R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company and four other tobacco manufacturers, the Court held that the proposed warnings violated the First Amendment.  However, last week the U.S. government filed a petition to have the case heard before the full court. The court is not expected to grant the appeal.
Commodity NEWS

Corn Production Estimates Drop, Soybeans Up: According to USDA’s October World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates report, corn beginning stocks for 2012/13 are lowered 193 million bushels based on the September 1 stocks estimate. Sorghum beginning stocks are lowered 4 million bushels also on the September 1 stocks. Forecast corn production for 2012/13 is lowered 21 million bushels with higher area more than offset by lower yields. The U.S. corn yield is forecast at 122.0 bushels per acre, down 0.8 bushels from the previous month. Soybean production is forecast at 2.860 billion bushels, up 226 million based on higher harvested area and yield. Harvested area is raised 1.1 million acres to 75.7 million. The soybean yield is projected at 37.8 bushels per acre, up 2.5. This month’s 2012/13 U.S. cotton supply and demand estimates include slight revisions, resulting in an increase of 300,000 bales in forecast ending stocks. Production is raised 178,000 bales from last month to 17.3 million, due mainly to increases in the Mississippi Delta states.

Poultry, Red Meat Production Up: According to USDA’s October World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates report, the forecast for 2013 red meat and poultry production is raised slightly as higher pork and poultry production more than offsets lower beef production. Lower expected cattle placements in the third quarter will manifest itself as slightly lower supplies of fed cattle in early 2013. The recent Quarterly Hogs and Pigs report estimated a small decline in the June-August pig crop and indicated that producers intend to reduce farrowings through early 2013, but it is expected that continued growth in pigs per litter will mitigate much of the decline in farrowings. The forecast for 2013 poultry production is raised slightly. For 2012, the total meat production forecast is reduced on lower beef and broiler production forecasts, although pork and turkey are forecast higher. Egg production is forecast higher for both 2012 and 2013 based on hatchery data.
University NEWS

Prestage Farms Gives $10 Million to NCSU’s Poultry Science Dept.: Chancellor Randy Woodson announced a transformational $10 million gift that will name and endow a department in NCSU’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. The Department of Poultry Science will be renamed the Prestage Family Department of Poultry Science in honor of Bill and Marsha Prestage and their family, longtime supporters of NC State and owners of Prestage Farms, a poultry and pork production company headquartered in Clinton, N.C. Home to one of only six poultry science departments in the nation, NC State produces job-ready graduates in an important domestic industry. “The impact of this gift will ensure the pre-eminence of the Prestage Department of Poultry Science for generations to come and provide a powerful stimulus for economic development in North Carolina and beyond,” Woodson says. The gift will be divided into two endowments. The Prestage Department of Poultry Science Endowment for Excellence will allow the department to respond to emerging needs and opportunities by providing faculty and student support, curriculum enrichments, increased opportunity for interdisciplinary research and enhanced ability to respond to an agricultural crisis. The second gift endowment will be used to fund the Prestage Family Distinguished Professorship in Turkey Physiology, Nutrition and Immunology. The distinguished professorship will allow NC State to recruit a renowned faculty member who will contribute to the department’s overall teaching, research and outreach mission.

John Dole Named Horticultural Science Head: Dr. John Dole, a horticulturalist whose work focuses on greenhouse and field-cut flowers, has been named head of the NCSU Department of Horticultural Science. He has served as interim head of the department since 2011.
NCDA NEWS

NCDA&CS to Host Two Seminars for Food Processors: The NCDA&CS’ Food and Drug Protection Division is hosting two seminars in November to help food processors develop strategies to reduce the risk of food contamination incidents and to help them handle such situations if they should occur. The seminars, which run from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., will be held Nov. 7 at the Foothills Higher Education Center, 2128 S. Sterling St., Morganton, and Nov. 28 at Wayne County Cooperative Extension Office, 208 W. Chestnut St., Goldsboro. They are free, but registration is required. Registration deadlines are Nov. 5 for the Morganton event and Nov. 26 for the Goldsboro event. For more information, contact Adam Bumgarner, food compliance officer, at 919-733-7366 or email at adam.bumgarner@ncagr.gov.

NCDA&CS Receives $30,000 for Small Scale Producers:  USDA awarded matching grants for 22 projects under the Federal-State Marketing Improvement Program to help create economic opportunities for American farmers and ranchers. USDA will match nearly $1.2 million in grants for state departments of agriculture and state universities. The projects will enable states to research new opportunities and spark innovation in the marketing, transportation and distribution of U.S. agricultural products. NCDA&CS received $30,000, in cooperation with the N.C. Agricultural and Technical State University, to provide direct marketing training to small-scale growers to enable them to access new markets.

USDA NEWS

Farm Co-ops Set Records in 2011: Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack reported that farmer, rancher, and fishery cooperatives posted record sales and income in 2011, surpassing the previous record sales year of 2008 by $10 billion while besting the old income record by $500 million.  USDA's annual list of the nation's 100 largest agricultural cooperatives shows that they also had record sales and income in 2011. The biggest gains on the list were made by cotton cooperatives, due primarily to sharply higher cotton prices in 2011. Carolinas Cotton Growers Cooperative, Garner, N.C., made the largest jump, rising from 129 in 2010 to 71 on the 2011 list. Looking at the entire ag co-op sector, grain and oilseed sales by cooperatives climbed by almost $14 billion in 2011, while dairy product marketing increased by $8 billion. Cotton sales increased more than $1.5 billion while livestock and sugar sales both gained more than $600 million.  For more info on the ag cooperatives, click here.

Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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