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BASF Crop Protection helps farmers get the most out of every acre. As a leading producer of agricultural products, the BASF portfolio includes herbicides, fungicides, insecticides and seed treatment technologies that provide the optimal level of crop protection.  Our innovative products help growers maximize yields to help meet the food and fuel demands of a growing world population. At BASF Crop Protection, we invest more than $500 million globally each year in research and development. We are dedicated to discovering and developing new environmentally-sound agricultural products and technologies. In fact, we will introduce 33 new innovations within the next five years. Our vision is to be the world’s leading innovator, optimizing agricultural production, and improving nutrition, thus enhancing quality of life. We want what you want – healthier plants, higher yields and higher profit potential. Please visit agproducts.basf.us  for more information.

Washington NEWS
Cantor Pledges to Hold Vote on Farm Bill After Election: At a campaign stop in Boise, Idaho, House Majority Leader Rep. Eric Cantor (R-Va.) committed to holding a vote on the 2012 Farm Bill following the Nov. 6 general election. The Senate passed its version of the Farm Bill in June with strong bipartisan support. The House Agriculture Committee also passed a bipartisan Farm Bill, but House Republican leaders refused to bring the bill to the floor for a vote before leaving Washington in September.

U.S. - Panama Trade Agreement Begins Soon: The U.S.-Panama Trade Promotion Agreement (Panama TPA) enters into force next week, eliminating tariffs and other barriers to U.S. goods and services. Panama is an important market for America's farmers and ranchers. In 2011, the United States exported more than $504 million of agricultural products to Panama, one of the fastest growing economies in Latin America. Next week, nearly half of current U.S. farm exports to Panama will become duty free immediately and most of the remaining tariffs will be eliminated within 15 years. According to Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack, “these agreements will bring an additional $2.2 billion in agricultural exports.”

Highway Bill Exemptions for Ag Begin: Two sections of the DOT’s current MAP-21 highway bill include exemptions for ag, which became effective Oct. 1. Section 32101 of MAP-21 provides a statutory exemption from the hours-of-service regulations for certain carriers transporting agricultural commodities and farm supplies, and section 32934 provides a statutory exemption from most of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations for the operation of covered farm vehicles by farm and ranch operators, their employees, and family members, under certain circumstances. Note the first exemption does not place restrictions on the type of carrier using the exemption, while the second exemption is strictly limited to farm and ranch operators. Both statutory provisions are self-executing and take effect on October 1, 2012. For more info, click here.

Campaign NEWS

Sen. East Stays on Ballot: The GOP executive committee in N.C. District 30 will select someone to replace N.C. Sen. Don East who recently died.  It’s too late to change the ballot, so East’s name will remain on the ballot.  Any votes for East will count for the replacement candidate.

Messages Spreading Misinformation About Phone Voting: Officials with the State Board of Elections say there have been reports of phone call messages advising people they can vote by telephone.  That is not the case in N.C. Johnnie McLean, deputy director of the State Board of Elections, says that if residents are unsure about when and where to vote they should check with the elections boards.
NC Vote Tracker Shows Party Trends in Early Balloting: The Civitas Institute’s NC Vote Tracker is highlighting partisan voting trends from the North Carolina early voting process. According to the State Board of Elections data compiled daily, of the 817,122 early voters, 51.2 percent were registered Democrats, 30.21 percent were Republicans, and 18.42 percent were unaffiliated voters. In 2008, at the same point in the election, ncvotertracker.com shows that of 647,592 early voters, 56.44 percent were Democrats, 26.98 percent were Republicans and 16.54 percent were unaffiliated.
Environmental NEWS

Robeson County Farm Receives Conservation Award: P&S Farms in Robeson County has been recognized as North Carolina's Outstanding Conservation Farm Family by NCDENR’s Division of Soil and Water Conservation.  The farm is operated by Michael "Bo" Stone with active participation by his wife, Missy Stone, and parents, Bonnie and Tommy Stone.  The Stones are contract pork producers with Murphy-Brown, LLC.  
People in the NEWS

Ray Starling Leaves NCDA&CS for General Assembly.  On November 13, Sampson County native Ray Starling will become General Counsel to Speaker of the House Thom Tillis, and will also serve as his Senior Policy Adviser for Agricultural Issues.  Starling leaves NCDA&CS, where he served as General Counsel as well as legislative liaison for the Department of Agriculture since February 2007. Commissioner Troxler wished Starling well on his new role at the General Assembly saying "although we hate to loose Ray, we know he will take his agricultural background to the General Assembly where he will be of great assistance to our state. We will be searching for his replacement at NCDA&CS to help move agriculture and agribusiness forward in the legal realm."
Business NEWS

Wood Millwork Manufacturer to Create 170 Jobs:  Woodgrain Millwork Inc, a leading producer of wood millwork, will locate a new facility in Caldwell County.  The company plans to create 170 jobs and invest more than $8 million over the next five years in Lenoir. The project was made possible in part by a $635,000 grant from the One North Carolina Fund.  Woodgrain Millwork is a family-owned company headquartered in Fruitland, Idaho. Woodgrain’s millwork product lines include moulding, doors, and windows. The company currently employs more than 180 people at its facilities in Richmond and Union counties. 
Immigration NEWS

GAO Report Finds Fault With H-2A: The Government Accountability Office recently issued a report critical of the H-2A program. GAO was asked to examine (1) any aspects of the application process that present challenges to agricultural employers, and (2) how federal agencies have addressed any employer challenges with the application process. GAO analyzed Labor and DHS data; interviewed agency officials and employer representatives; and conducted site visits in New York, North Carolina, and Washington. The report confirmed many of the ag industry’s concerns with the program, namely processing delays and bureaucratic red tape.   Among GAO’s recommendations:  the Secretary of Labor should permit the use of a single application with staggered dates of need for employers who need workers to arrive at different points of a harvest season; and DOL and DHS should develop a method of automatically collecting data on the reasons for deficiency notices, requests for additional evidence, and denials and use this information to develop strategies to improve the timeliness of H-2A application processing. DOL says that these recommendations are in process.  To read the full report, click here.
Animal Activism NEWS
HSUS Releases “A Pig’s Tail”: The Humane Society of the United States recently released a four-minute animated film aimed at children. HSUS teamed up with the Academy Award-winning film company Aardman Animations, creators of “Chicken Run” to produce “A Pig’s Tail.” The film, according to HSUS, exposes problems with factory farming from the perspective of a piglet named Ginger. The film’s release coincided with Food Day, a national movement for healthy, sustainable food. 
Organization Tracks Food and Farm Votes in Congress:  Food, animal welfare, and anti-hunger advocates launched a new organization on National Food Day (Oct. 24), devoted to holding members of Congress accountable for their positions on federal food policy.  The group, known as Food Policy Action, published the first-ever National Food Policy Scorecard ™ to rate federal lawmakers on critical floor votes related to food.  The FPA board, which includes Wayne Pacelle, CEO and president of the Humane Society of the United States, selected 32 floor votes -- 18 in the Senate, 14 in the House -- taken by Congress over the past two years. 

New Online Tool Addresses Consumer Questions on Food Production: The U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance (USFRA) unveiled USFRA FoodSource, an online resource designed to answer consumer questions about how food is grown and raised. This tool, available at www.fooddialogues.com, gives consumers the opportunity to learn more about how food is grown and raised by compiling information from third party experts, including researchers and scientists at leading universities. The site currently features nine topics related to food production. These topics include: antibiotic use in farm animals, biotechnology in seeds, hormone use in farm animals, pesticide use, water quality, farm size and ownership, available food choices, food safety and animal care. 
Commodity NEWS
Black Sea Bass Fishery Ends Early: The commercial fishery for black sea bass closed early this year after fishermen reached the 309,000-pound catch limit early.  The closure affects Atlantic waters from Cape Hatteras to Key West, Fla. Chip Collier, manager of the state Division of Marine Fisheries' Wilmington district, said that black sea bass seasons have been closing early since quotas have been enforced more strictly in recent years.

Poultry Production Drops: According USDA’s monthly Poultry Slaughter report, poultry certified wholesome during September 2012 (ready-to-cook weight) totaled 3.43 billion pounds, down 7 percent from the same time last year. From Sept. 2011, young chickens inspected dropped 8 percent to 3.90 billion pounds, while mature chickens dropped 6 percent to 69.1 million pounds.  Turkey inspections dropped 5 percent to 567 million pounds.  Young chickens slaughtered increased slightly over last Sept. to an average 5.88 pounds per bird.  Mature chickens slaughtered increased 2 percent to 5.89 pounds per bird and turkeys increased 1 percent to 29.3 pounds per bird.
U.S. Wheat Production Forecast Raised: USDA’s October World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE) report released Oct. 11 projected U.S. wheat ending stocks for 2012/13 lower at 44 million bushels as higher feed and residual disappearance more than offsets a reduction in projected exports. Production for 2012/13 is raised 1 million bushels based on the latest estimate from the September 30 Small Grains report. Feed and residual use is projected 95 million bushels higher reflecting the September 1 stocks that indicated higher-than-expected June-August disappearance. Exports are lowered 50 million bushels on the pace of shipments and sales to date and stronger expected competition. 
University NEWS

CALS Sustainability Programs Office Launches Site: The CALS Office of Sustainability Programs just launched a new website. The site is designed to promote college programs in sustainability, highlight faculty and student efforts in sustainability, and serve as a visible point of contact for external stakeholders interested in the college’s sustainability programs.
NCDA NEWS
Farmland Preservation Grants Available: County governments and nonprofit groups pursuing farmland preservation projects can apply for funding assistance from the N.C. Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund.  “The General Assembly appropriated $1.7 million annually to the trust fund in the 2011-13 state budget, and we are hopeful these appropriations will continue,” N.C. Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler said. Grants can be awarded to secure agricultural conservation easements on lands used for agricultural production; to support public and private enterprise programs that promote profitable and sustainable agricultural, horticultural and forestland activities; and for the development of agricultural plans. Applications and guidelines for the current funding cycle are available online at www.ncadfp.org or by calling 919-707-3071. Applications are due by 5 p.m. on Dec. 17.
2012 N.C. State Fair Ends With Third-Highest Attendance : The N.C. State Fair closed with a total attendance of 965,297, good enough for third-highest all-time.  Competitions remained a popular feature of the State Fair, including a record 9,000 entries in the flower and garden shows. The livestock, horticulture, and arts and photography competitions also had high participation.
USDA NEWS 
SURE Payments Signup Period For 2011 Crop Losses:  Farm Service Agency North Carolina State Executive Director Aaron Martin announced the signup period for the 2011 crop year Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) program opened Oct. 22, 2012 and will end June 7, 2013. The SURE program authorizes assistance to farmers and ranchers who suffered crop losses caused by natural disasters occurring through Sept. 30, 2011. Without a Secretarial Disaster Designation, individual producers may be eligible if the actual production on the farm is less than 50 percent of the normal production on the farm due to a natural disaster. Producers considered socially disadvantaged, a beginning farmer or rancher, or a limited resource farmer may be eligible for SURE without a policy or plan of insurance or NAP coverage. For more information, visit any FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov/sure.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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