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This week’s issue of the AgNews Update is sponsored by The NC Growers Association (NCGA), a non-profit cooperative that consists of approximately 750 North Carolina grower-members who grow a wide variety of diversified crops from flowers, turfgrass, and Christmas trees to tobacco, cucumbers and sweet potatoes.  NCGA provides its members a labor force via the H-2a program, which is a legal guestworker program, authorized by the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) of 1986. H-2a enables farmers to secure a legal and adequate labor force that is available and capable of assisting with the seasonal/temporary manual labor associated with some agricultural crops. In order to utilize the H-2a program, growers must certify with USDOL they have first engage in independent positive recruitment of US workers through the local employment security commission, word of mouth with other growers and by placing ads in newspapers and on the radio, as well as soliciting the return of any former, qualified workers.

Washington NEWS
Senators Urge Crop Insurance Changes in Farm Bill: Thirteen senators have delivered a letter to Senate farm bill conferees calling for a final farm bill to include provisions that will help make crop insurance appropriate and accessible for a wider range of producers. In the letter, the Senators stress that: “Specialty crop growers, organic producers, diversified operations, and young and beginning farmers, who have traditionally been underserved by federal crop insurance, deserve access to affordable and sufficient risk management tools that are on par with what is available for commodity producers.” Both the Senate and House farm bills direct USDA to establish a whole farm revenue product that will work for a wide range of diversified operations, be available nationwide, and include a crop and enterprise diversification bonus. The letter also supports a provision in both the House and Senate farm bills that would restores the Risk Management Agency’s authority to conduct research and development activities to improve existing products and develop new ones.
FDA NEWS

Deadline for Comments on FSMA Rules Approaching:  The deadline for comments on the proposed rules for produce safety and preventive controls ends Nov. 15. “The Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) will be one of the most sweeping food policy changes enacted in my lifetime, and we need to be sure we get it right,” NC Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler said. “We can all agree on the merits of needing a comprehensive program, but we also need a program that works and offers a level playing field with regard to imports and domestic production.”  For more info, click here.
Campaign NEWS
US Rep. Coble Retiring:  US Rep. Howard Coble (R-NC) announced that he would not seek a 16th term in office next year.  At a crowded news conference, also packed with several hundred friends and well-wishers, Congressman Coble, who represents the 6th District,  said,  “I still have the energy and the interest to discharge my congressional duties, but my back trouble and battle with skin cancer are troublesome, so that is why I have decided to retire.” Rep. Coble is the longest-serving Republican in the history of the North Carolina congressional delegation.  He was first elected on November 6, 1984, and reelected 14 more times. Several Republicans have been waiting to see whether Coble would run again.  District Attorney Phil Berger Jr., son of Senate President Pro Tem Phil Berger, said he would run. Former Forsyth County Republican Party chairman, Nathan Tabor, and Greensboro minister Mark Walker said they would run. 
USDOL NEWS

Proposed New Rule for Tracking Workplace Injuries and Illnesses: The Occupational Safety and Health Administration issued a proposed rule to improve workplace safety and health through improved tracking of workplace injuries and illnesses. The announcement follows the Bureau of Labor Statistics' release of its annual Occupational Injuries and Illnesses report, which estimates that three million workers were injured on the job in 2012.   The public will have 90 days, through Feb. 6, 2014, to submit written comments on the proposed rule. On Jan. 9, 2014, OSHA will hold a public meeting on the proposed rule in Washington, D.C. OSHA is proposing to amend its current recordkeeping regulations to add requirements for the electronic submission of injury and illness information employers are already required to keep under existing standards, Part 1904. Additional information on the proposed rule can be found here. 
Business NEWS

Incentives for Seafood-Processing Facility: Pender County Commissioners approved incentives for a seafood-processing facility in the Pender Commerce Park.  RC Creations LLC will construct a 95,000-square-foot facility to process fish and food products, which is expected to create 120 new jobs. The estimated economic impact to the county over the next five years is $350 million.  The incentives include industrial development incentive grants of up to $106,969 per year for 10 years and reimbursement of up to $450,000 for site preparation costs and up to $1.4 million for water and wastewater impact fees. 

University NEWS

New Scholarship Honors Agribusinessman J.C. Whitehurst Jr.: J.C. Whitehurst Jr. of Greenville, a graduate of NCSU’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, was honored Nov. 1 with the creation of an annual scholarship in his name. Whitehurst, who passed away this past April, was the founder of Coastal AgroBusiness Inc. Coastal AgroBusiness established the J.C. Whitehurst Jr. Agricultural Scholarship in the North Carolina Agricultural Foundation Inc. Annual donations from Coastal AgroBusiness will fund two merit-based $5,000 scholarships for undergraduate students enrolled in CALS each year and who desire to pursue a career in the agricultural/agribusiness profession. 
Environmental NEWS

Meetings on Waste Management Permits for Animal Operations: The NC Division of Water Resources has scheduled meetings in Statesville and Kenansville this month to gather comments on drafts of the state’s general permits for swine, cattle and poultry waste management systems. The state’s general permits establish requirements for land application of animal waste and prohibit the discharge of waste to surface waters. Public meetings will be held on the following dates and locations:  Nov. 12 at the Iredell County Center in Statesville and Nov. 14 at the James Sprunt Community College in Kenansville. Both meetings start at 7 p.m., but registration begins at 6:30 p.m. Both oral and written comments will be accepted. Written comments also may be mailed to: Christine Lawson, N.C. Division of Water Resources, Animal Feeding Operations Unit, 1636 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, N.C. 27699-1636 or e-mailed to Christine.Lawson@ncdenr.gov. The comment period closes Dec. 6. More information can be found at portal.ncdenr.org/web/wq/aps/afo under the State General Permit Renewal link.

EPA Releases Agency Plans for Adapting to a Changing Climate: The US EPA released its draft Climate Change Adaptation Implementation Plans for public review and comment. In support of President Obama’s Climate Action Plan and Executive Order on Preparing the United States for the Impacts of Climate Change announced last week, the Implementation Plans provide detailed information about the actions EPA plans to take across the country to help communities adapt to a changing climate. EPA released its draft agency Climate Change Adaptation Plan on February 9, 2013 for public review and comment, and expects to issue the final version this fall. The comment period on EPA’s draft Climate Change Adaptation Implementation Plans closes on January 3, 2014. For more info, click here. 
Duplicative Pesticide Regulations Would Cost Taxpayers $474 Million: A new report that estimates duplicative regulations on crop protection products could cost taxpayers an additional $474 million over the next 10 years should the existing broken system of endangered species consultations continue for crop protection products. A new report from Summit Consulting, LLC (Summit), commissioned by CropLife America, estimates the cost to taxpayers of continuing the duplicative consultation process. All EPA pesticide registration actions are further subject to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), which requires that EPA consult with the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) if the pesticide use “may affect” endangered species. The Services conduct their own independent risk analysis, despite the fact that EPA already rigorously reviews a product’s potential impacts on the environment in accordance with FIFRA, including possible effects on threatened or endangered species. The NAS report found that federal regulatory agencies should use a common approach to evaluate risks. The report is available at www.croplifeamerica.org/ESA-Cost-Analysis. 
Animal Activism NEWS

Images of Sows in Crates to Run on Raleigh Buses: The City of Raleigh and The Humane Society of the United States reached a settlement that will allow HSUS ads to run on two Capital Area Transit buses.  The ads depict sows in gestation crates and will run for six months beginning no later than Nov. 15.  Along with the images, the HSUS ad read, “How would you like to spend the rest of your life in a space as small as a bus seat? It’s what Big Pork wants for pigs. But together we can change that.”  HSUS filed a complaint in the Eastern District of North Carolina alleging that the Raleigh Transit Authority violated The HSUS’ rights under the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the US Constitution by rejecting the ads on the basis of its message, artwork and text. The Raleigh transit board, a City Council-appointed board, rejected HSUS’ ad in September of 2012. The two groups reached a settlement last month to avoid legal proceedings. Transit policy prohibits false or misleading advertisements and support or opposition for a candidate, issue, or cause.  The Raleigh Transit Authority is considering revising their policy so that it is more precise. 
Commodity NEWS
NC Crop and Weather Summary for Week Ending November 3:  There were 5.7 days suitable for field work for the week ending November 3rd compared to 5.9 for the week ending October 27th. Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 3% very short, 28% short, 65% adequate and 4% surplus. The state received some light precipitation across most counties this week and average temperatures were above normal. Average temperatures ranged from 54 to 65 degrees. Soybean and cotton conditions are rated as mostly fair to good. Wheat and oats plantings remain ahead of last year. Peanut harvest made great progress this week and surged ahead of historical averages. However, sweet potato, cotton, and soybean harvest percentages are slightly behind compared to last year percentages. To read the full report, click here. 
NCDA NEWS

Meat and Poultry Inspection Division Licenses Farmers Selling Fresh Meat: Customers at farmers markets are searching for fruits and vegetables, but a growing number of customers are now leaving their local market with another locally-grown product – fresh meat. The NCDA&CS Meat and Poultry Inspection Division has seen the number of farmers classified as meat and poultry handlers increase by more than 63,000 percent since 2002. “Consumer demand seems to be the driving force behind the growth. Consumers want fresh, wholesome and local products. In 2002, only one meat handler was permitted by the department. Now that number is 640 and rising,” said NC Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler. To request a meat or poultry registration license, contact the Meat and Poultry Inspection Division at 919-707-3180 or go to www.ncagr.gov/meatpoultry/.
USDA NEWS

USDA Requesting Comments on Enhancing Agricultural Coexistence: The USDA  is soliciting comments to identify ways to foster communication and collaboration among those involved in diverse agricultural production systems in order to further agricultural coexistence. This action is in response to recommendations from the USDA’s Advisory Committee on Biotechnology & 21st Century Agriculture. All comments must be received on or before January 3, 2014. To make comments, click here. 

Time to Vote in County Committee Elections: The 2013 FSA County Committee Elections began Nov. 4 with the mailing of ballots to eligible voters. The deadline to return the ballots to local FSA offices is Dec. 2, 2013. Eligible voters who do not receive ballots in the coming week can obtain ballots from their local USDA Service Center. Newly-elected committee members and their alternates will take office Jan. 1, 2014.

FSA Announces the Resumption of 2013 Crop Commodity Loan Disbursements:  USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Juan Garcia announced that the processing and disbursement of 2013 crop commodity loans has resumed. Crop year 2013 commodity loan-making was suspended Oct. 1, 2013 to make changes necessary to accommodate the automatic funding reductions known as sequester. Producers requesting 2013 crop commodity loans on their harvested commodities will have a 5.1 percent reduction to the loan amount upon its disbursement due to the sequestration. Commodity loans issued by marketing associations and loan servicing agents are also subject to the sequestration reduction. 
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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