[image: image1.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness






November 16, 2009
[image: image1.png]

Headquartered in Charlotte, Piedmont Natural Gas is an energy-services company engaged primarily in the distribution of natural gas to more than 1 million residential, commercial, industrial and agricultural utility customers in North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee, including more than 60,000 customers of municipal gas systems that are supplied with natural gas from Piedmont.  Piedmont’s gas delivery system consists of more than 22,000 miles of distribution pipelines and 2,600 miles of transmission pipelines in its three-state service territory, and three on-system gas storage facilities that are used to help meet peak demand.  Piedmont expanded operations into eastern North Carolina in 2003 with its acquisition of North Carolina Natural Gas and Eastern North Carolina Natural Gas from Progress Energy.  Piedmont now provides clean-burning, efficient natural gas to more than 700,000 North Carolina customers from the mountains to the coast.  Piedmont is proud to be a major energy supplier to agribusiness in North Carolina.
Washington NEWS
Senators Propose Ag Components for Climate Change Bill:  Six senators have introduced the Clean Energy Partnership Act, which would add strong agricultural components to the climate change bill sponsored by Sens. John Kerry (D-Mass.) and Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) now being considered in Congress. Specifically, the legislation would: ensure that agriculture and forestry offsets are authorized and run by USDA; provide incentives to reward early actors or support additional agriculture and forestry actions that reduce greenhouse gas emissions; provide funding to support low carbon energy activities authorized in the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008, the farm bill; and provide funding to support climate-related research in agriculture, including research on adaptation to changing weather patterns.
Campaign NEWS
2nd Congressional District:  Dan Mansell, a Selma businessman, has announced plans to again try to unseat U.S. Rep. Bob Etheridge. Mansell, a Republican, lost to Etheridge, a Democrat from Lillington, in 2006 and 2008. Mansell has served as the Republican Party’s 2nd Congressional District chairman for three years and is a former member of the Johnston County Planning Board and the board for Johnston Memorial Hospital. He is an Army veteran.

Goforth Challenger:  Buncombe County Commissioner Patsy Keever kicked off her campaign Monday to oust Rep. Bruce Goforth. Keever and Goforth, a four-term House member, are both Democrats. 

People NEWS

Vernon James Enshrined in Agricultural Hall of Fame:  The late Vernon James, a longtime farmer, legislator and advocate for agriculture, was enshrined in the N.C. Agricultural Hall of Fame last week. Born in 1910, James grew up on a farm in Pasquotank County and attended what is now N.C. State University. In 1931, he began operating a produce supply business. Later, he developed a trucking business, which he sold in 1958. That year, he organized the family farming corporation, which was known for its potatoes and cabbage. James served 12 terms in the state House of Representatives, from 1945-47 and 1973-95. During his tenure, he served as chairman of the House Agriculture Committee and on several agriculture-related study committees.  James died in October 2002 at the age of 92. James is the hall’s 35th member.
Immigration NEWS

Etheridge Raises Flag Over Farmworker Visas: NC's congressional delegation is asking the U.S. Department of Labor to listen to farmers before making changes to the visas used by seasonal farmworkers. Rep. Bob Etheridge, a Lillington Democrat, sent a letter co-signed by the state's other members of Congress to Labor Secretary Hilda Solis this week asking her and her agency to consider the concerns of farm families and agricultural groups about any possible changes to the H-2A visa program. (To see the letter CLICK HERE.) The H2-A visas are for foreign laborers who work on farms for less than a year and are required to return to their home country. The Labor Department is considering possible changes in wage rates, as well as in transportation and contract requirements. Etheridge warned that some changes being considered could make the visa system more costly and burdensome to farmers and, ultimately, raise the grocery bills for consumers.

Extension of the H-2A Transition Period Procedures: The Department of Labor has sent to the Federal Register an Interim Final Rule (IFR) extending the transition period application filing procedures implemented under the December 2008 H-2A Final Rule. The application filing procedures under the extended transition period apply to all employers with dates of need before June 1, 2010. To read the IFR please go to www.foreignlaborcert.doleta.gov/pdf/H-2A_IFR_111209.pdf.  

Business NEWS 
tool goes here Coharie Farms to Sell its Hogs:  
Coharie Farms will sell its remaining hogs as it begins to shut down its operations in an emergency plan approved Tuesday by a federal bankruptcy judge. U.S. Bankruptcy Judge J. Rich Leonard approved the plan for the major hog producer, which owns 30,000 sows it uses for breeding. The company recently applied for filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection.  The company employed 170 people in North Carolina and Indiana, but the bankruptcy is expected to have a ripple effect in the 11 Eastern North Carolina counties where it does business and has contracts with more than 100 hog and grain farmers. The company will operate until its hogs are sold, estimated to take six months.

NC Yarn Company Announces Expansion:  A North Carolina-based yarn company is expanding and plans to add 135 jobs over the next three years.   Richmond Specialty Yarns in Richmond County will expand production of specialized yarn for the military, medical and furniture markets.   If the company creates new jobs while maintaining existing ones, it's eligible for a $150,000 state grant. 

NC Starts Web Site to Guide Smoke-Free Transition:  North Carolina has launched a Web site to help the state's bars, restaurants and hotels to kick the smoking habit for good.  Beginning Jan. 2, state law requires places that serve food and drink to go smoke-free. To help in the transition, business owners and customers can go to www.SmokeFree.NC.gov to get information on the new law. 

The US Joins Seven Countries in Opposing Canadian Tobacco Law:  The U.S. and seven other countries voiced opposition late last week at the WTO’s Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) to a Canadian law banning flavored tobacco products, which was given final approval in Canada last month.   Opposition to the Canadian law, the Cracking Down on Tobacco Marketing Aimed at Youth Act, was raised at the Nov. 5 to Nov. 6 TBT meeting by Argentinia and Mexico.  The U.S., European Union, Switzerland, Colombia, Turkey, and Macedonia all joined that opposition.  In the U.S. Sen. Jim Bunning (R-KY) has placed a hold on the nomination of Miriam Sapiro to be deputy U.S. trade representative in an effort to get the Obama administration to fight the law.  Sen. Marie Cantwell (D-WA) has also placed a hold on Sapiro’s nomination over the administration’s position on Reconstruction Opportunity Zone legislation that would establish duty-free access for products coming from some areas of Afghanistan and Pakistan.   At the TBT meeting, the countries objecting to the Canadian law said it may impact their domestic procedures and exporters and could be too restrictive. The countries asked for clarification from Canada on the law, including when it will come into force, whether it can be amended or if the government conducted a study that the use of additives has led to grater addiction among young people. Sources said this week that the U.S. has not outlined a strategy for opposing the new Canadian law.  
Commodity NEWS

Cargill Plans to Vaccinate Pigs Against H1N1:  Cargill is planning to use a shipment of vaccinations, which is scheduled to arrive in time to treat the company's sow herd against H1N1.  Mark Klein, the company’s spokesman, said the H1N1 vaccine would be administered to Cargill's 120,000 pigs as part of the company's semiannual vaccination program in mid-December. The company should know later this month whether the H1N1 vaccine would be available in time.  USDA has said the vaccine should be available by the end of the year. The agency has been encouraging hog producers to vaccinate their animals against H1N1.

New FDA Food Code Affects Ground Beef:  In the first full edition published since 2005, the FDA announced significant changes to its Food Code, affecting state, city, county, tribal and territorial agencies inspection models.  Included in the changes are requirements that undercooked ground meats in any form are not to be an option on children's menu items along with a new definition and criteria in the Food Code section for non-continuous cooking of foods comprised of raw animal products in order to address the safety of this cooking method.  Go to www.fda.gov/Food/FoodSafety/RetailFoodProtection/FoodCode/FoodCode2009/.
University NEWS

Plant Breeders Focus on Organic Crops:  Growers of organic crops in North Carolina and across the Southeast will receive help as plant breeders at NCSU launch an effort to develop corn, peanut, soybean and wheat varieties adapted to being grown organically. A $1.2 million U.S. Department of Agriculture grant will fund the effort, said Dr. Chris Reberg-Horton, assistant professor of crop science in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at N.C. State.  Reberg-Horton and Dr. George Place, crop science research associate at N.C. State, will coordinate the effort. Reberg-Horton said the three-year grant will be used to develop corn, soybean, peanut and wheat varieties with traits identified by farmers as necessary for organic production.
NCDA NEWS

Board of Agriculture Approves Changes in Rental Fees:  To help pay for necessary maintenance at the five farmers markets and three agricultural centers operated by the state, the N.C. Board of Agriculture has approved changes in a variety of fees paid by renters. The daily rental fee paid by an in-state farmer for a space will increase to $15 at farmers markets in Charlotte, Colfax, Lumberton and Raleigh. At the Western N.C. Farmers Market in Asheville, the new rates will be $8 from Nov. 1 to April 30 and $10 from May 1 to Oct. 31. Current daily rates at the markets range from $7 to $10. Daily space-rental rates for out-of-state farmers will range from $18 to $30. Current fees range from $12 to $20. Fees for renting horse stalls at the WNC Agricultural Center in Fletcher and the Sen. Bob Martin Eastern Agricultural Center in Williamston will range from $18 to $46, depending on the length of rental.  Current fees range from $15 to $41. The changes could take effect as early as Jan. 1.

Farmland Preservation Grants Available; Application Deadline Is Dec. 4:   County governments and nonprofit groups pursuing farmland preservation projects can apply for funding assistance from the N.C. Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund. Applications and guidelines for the 2010 funding cycle are available online at www.ncadfp.org or by calling (919) 733-7125. Applications are due by 5 p.m. Dec. 4. Grants can be awarded to secure agricultural conservation easements on lands used for agricultural production; to support public and private enterprise programs that promote profitable and sustainable agricultural, horticultural and forestland activities; and for the development of agricultural plans.
USDA NEWS  
Food Purchases for Domestic Nutrition Programs, Assists Pork, Cherry, Plum and Apple Farmers:  Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced USDA's intention to purchase $82.6 million worth of pork, cherry, plum and apple products for federal food nutrition assistance programs. USDA intends to purchase $50 million of pork, $12.2 million of tart cherries, $1.8 million of dried plums and $18.6 million of apples. The Department will seek the lowest overall costs by surveying potential suppliers and publicly inviting bids to assure contracts are awarded to responsible bidders.  For more information on purchase details, interested suppliers should contact the appropriate Contracting Officer for each commodity program, which can be found at www.ams.usda.gov/cp.
Mark Your Calendar
NCDA&CS will host a food marketing workshop on Tuesday, Nov. 17 from 8:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m., State Fairgrounds, Martin Building, Raleigh. Contact: Annette Dunlap, 733-7887, ext. 311. 

Legislative Commission on Global Climate Change will meet on Tuesday, Nov. 17 at 9 a.m., 544 Legislative Office Building. 
The Environmental Management Commission will hold a public hearing on proposed rules and amendments on Thursday, Nov. 19 at 7 p.m., City of High Point Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 211 South Hamilton Street, High Point. Contact: Adriene Weaver, 807-6414.
[image: image3.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com




[image: image2.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com





[image: image2.png][image: image3.png][image: image4.png]Piedmont
Natural Gas



