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Butterball, LLC is the largest producer of turkey products in the United States.  Headquartered in Garner, N.C., Butterball produces more than 1 billion pounds of turkey annually and supplies its products to more than 15 countries. Perhaps best known for its succulent whole bird products, the company also has a broad array of offerings for deli, retail and foodservice. 
As the industry leader in quality and food safety, the company employs numerous processes to ensure the health of birds and implements recognized prevention measures to exceed food safety standards in its seven plants located in North Carolina, Colorado, Arkansas and Missouri.  Additionally, Butterball has surpassed important workplace safety and health benchmarks set forth by OSHA’s Voluntary Protection Program. The company’s three-pronged approach to Doing Business Right focuses on self-governance, sustainability and social responsibility. The initiative plays a key role in providing internal oversight for integrating values that are important to the company, in particular its efforts to reduce its environmental footprint. For more information, visit www.butterball.com or call 1-800-BUTTERBALL.   

Washington NEWS
EPA May Not Meet Deadline on Ethanol Blend Decision:  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency may miss a Dec. 1 deadline for a decision on an industry request to raise the amount of ethanol that can be blended into gasoline. On March 6, 54 ethanol manufactures asked the EPA to bump up the percentage of ethanol allowed in gasoline to 15 percent from 10 percent.  But the EPA is still studying how a higher blend rate would affect the engines of cars, trucks and smaller vehicles, so the agency may have to extend its work past the deadline, 
Legislative NEWS
New Majority Leader:  Martin Nesbitt is the new majority leader in the Senate. Senate Democrats had only been meeting about 15 minutes behind closed doors when applause erupted from the room. The meeting continued for another 40 minutes, but senators and Senate staffers said the vote for the Buncombe County Democrat was unanimous, with no one else in the caucus vying for the post. Nesbitt's selection was thought to be assured after Senate leader Marc Basnight, D-Dare, endorsed him for the job last week. Nesbitt replaces Sen. Tony Rand, D-Cumberland, who announced two weeks ago that he would step down from his Senate seat and head the state Parole Commission. 
People NEWS

Appointments:  Gov. Beverly Perdue announced the following appointment: Larry B. Wooten, Raleigh, to the Legislative Study Commission on Water and Wastewater Infrastructure. Wooten is president of the North Carolina Farm Bureau.

Energy Policy Council Appointments:  Gov. Beverly Perdue has announced the appointment of the 16 members of the newly reorganized North Carolina Energy Policy Council. Perdue named Chapel Hill businessman Tim Toben as chairman.  Appointees from the General Assembly are Sen. Ellie Kinnaird, D-Orange; Sen. Richard Stevens, R-Wake; Rep. Angela Bryant, D-Nash; and Rep. Pricey Harrison, D-Guilford. Other appointees include George Everett of Raleigh with Duke Energy; George Baldwin of Charlotte with Piedmont Natural Gas; Jo Anne Sanford of Raleigh with Sanford Law Offices; Steven Burke of Oxford with Biofuels Center; Michael Regan of Raleigh with Environmental Defense Fund; Marcus Wilhelm of Chapel Hill with Solar Tech South; Simon Rich of Edenton with Fuqua Rich Weeks LLC; Rodney W. Locks of Brevard with Brevard City Council; Henry McKoy of Durham and Fourth Sector Financial; Reginald Speight of Williamston with Martin County Community Action; and Kevin Garrison of Concord with South Central Oil Company.

Commodity NEWS

Glaxosmithkline, Nabi to Develop Smoking Vaccine:  GlaxoSmithKline PLC and Nabi Biopharmaceuticals said Monday they will work together to develop vaccines to help smokers give up the habit, in a deal that could be worth more than $500 million. Nabi is developing a vaccine called NicVAX, which is intended to train the immune system to make antibodies that will attach themselves to nicotine. With the antibodies stuck to them, the nicotine molecules will not be able to reach the brain. The companies say that will block the pleasurable effects of nicotine.
ASA Launches Advocacy Training for Growers:  The American Soybean Association (ASA) has unveiled its new online Advocacy Training Center that teaches basic skills and protocols for advocating farmer-friendly policy to elected officials. Access ASA’s Advocacy Training Center at: www.SoyGrowers.com/programs/advocacy.htm. 

Poultry Processing Reduces Pathogens on Raw Chicken: Cold water immersion and other antimicrobial interventions in poultry processing substantially improve the microbiological profile of raw chickens, according to a survey by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. "We observed a substantial reduction in the number of samples positive for Salmonella . . . and Campylobacter, suggesting that the anti-microbial interventions had an effect," USDA scientists wrote in their report on a nationwide data collection program. The survey found that five percent of the raw chickens in the survey had salmonella after chilling and 11 percent had campylobacter, down from 41 percent and 71 percent, respectively, prior to evisceration. Additionally, the actual number of bacteria on each raw chicken was greatly reduced, by about 99 percent on average with respect to campylobacter and 66 percent on average for salmonella.  To view the study, go to www.fsis.usda.gov/PDF/Baseline_Data_Young_Chicken_2007-2008.pdf.

Corn Harvest Accelerates, but Still Behind:  U.S. corn harvest progressed by 17 percentage points in the week ended Nov. 15 compared to a week ago, making even better progress than soybean harvest, which progressed by 14 percentage points, according to USDA's latest weekly crop progress report.  Corn harvest stood at 54 percent compared to 37 percent a week ago. Last year at this time 77 percent of the corn crop was in. On average over the past five years 89 percent of the crop was harvested by now. 
Business NEWS

Kellogg's Plant in Cary Begins Layoffs:  The nation's biggest manufacturing site for Kellogg's snacks began laying off employees in Cary last week as part of a corporate reorganization. The Battle Creek, Mich.-based company is moving ahead with plans to cut $1 billion in annual costs, but spokesman Kris Charles would not disclose the number of local jobs to be cut.

US Foodservice to Shut Va Operations:  A major national food-distribution company plans to close its Virginia Beach warehouse and offices as part of its plan to consolidate operations.  U.S. Foodservice Inc. said its Virginia Beach operations will close by the end of January. 

Water Bottling Company Bringing Jobs to Western NC:  A regional producer of bottled water from natural springs is expanding its production facility and adding jobs in western North Carolina. North Cove Springs of Marion will expand the McDowell County facility. The company will invest more than $6.3 million and create 138 jobs. The expansion was made possible through a $310,000 grant from the One North Carolina Fund. 

Campaign NEWS 

Boseman Won't Seek NC Senate Re-Election in 2010:  State Sen. Julia Boseman, the first openly gay person elected to the General Assembly, announced Thursday she won't seek a fourth term in the Senate next year, citing family responsibilities.  Boseman, D-New Hanover, will serve the remainder of her two-year term through 2010. But she said she wanted to be closer to her Wilmington home in part because her partner is having a baby soon. She also has a 7-year-old son from a previous relationship. 

Wiley's Seat Has Takers:  Gerald T. Grubb has announced plans to seek the Republican nomination for the Guilford County House seat now held by GOP Rep. Laura Wiley. Wiley announced this month that she is retiring from the legislature. Grubb owns Southern Cross Mortgage Company.  Republicans Paul Norcross, a logistics consultant to DHL, and John Faircloth, a High Point City Council member, have also announced their candidacy for the seat.
Floyd Seeking Reelection:  Rep. Elmer Floyd is running for reelection. Floyd, D-Cumberland, is in his first term. He represents the 43rd state House district, which includes much of eastern and northern Fayetteville and part of Fort Bragg. 

Wicker Not Challenging Burr:  Former Lt. Gov. Dennis Wicker said Wednesday that he does not plan to challenge Republican Sen. Richard Burr next year. Wicker, a Raleigh lawyer and a Democrat, said he seriously considered a Senate bid and received strong encouragement to take the plunge. "The demands of raising $15 million to $20 million is just an enormous amount of money," Wicker said. There are two Democrats who have announced their candidacy: Secretary of State Elaine Marshall and Chapel Hill lawyer Kenneth Lewis. U.S. Rep. Bob Etheridge and former state Sen. Cal Cunningham have both said they are not entering the race.

Queen's Seat:  Spruce Pine Mayor Ralph Hise has announced plans to run for the legislative seat now held by Democratic Sen. Joe Sam Queen. Hise joins a crowded field for the Republican primary for the seat. McDowell County Commissioner Andy Webb and Yancey County social worker Tamera Frank are also running. 
USDA NEWS  
USDA Announces National Pork Board Appointments:  On November 9th, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced five appointments to the 15-member National Pork Board.  Former NCPC board president Gene Nemechek - now of Springdale, Arkansas - was among those reappointed to the board. 

Poultry Industry Calls for USDA to Release Acres for Grain:  Citing this year's "weather-delayed" corn and soybean harvest reducing projected yields and crop quality, which could once again drive up grain prices for meat and poultry producers, more than 100 companies and organizations sent a letter to Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack urging modification of rules for USDA's Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).  The letter, submitted by the Alliance for Agricultural Growth and Competitiveness (AAGC) and signed by Tyson Foods, Perdue Farms, the National Chicken Council and the National Turkey Federation, among many others, calls for increased flexibility for producers to remove non-highly environmentally sensitive land prior to CRP contract expiration when crop supply disruptions and growing market demand warrant. 
NCDA NEWS

Exterior Quarantine for Sweet Potato Weevil Expanded:  The NCDA&CS has established an exterior quarantine for Colleton County, S.C., because of the detection of the sweet potato weevil in the county. The quarantine prohibits the movement of sweet potatoes, roots, sweet potato plants (including ornamental plants), vines, and vines or roots of other plants belonging to the morning glory family, from Colleton County into North Carolina. The quarantine is effective immediately. Colleton becomes the fifth South Carolina county under exterior quarantine. The others are Beaufort, Charleston, Clarendon and Florence. NCDA&CS officials expanded the quarantine after being notified that a single sweet potato weevil had been detected in research plots in Colleton County.
Mark Your Calendar

Bladen County Animal Waste Classes -Session I, II, & III- will be held on December 1 beginning at 10:00 a.m.  at Bladen County CES Center, Elizabethtown.  Each session is worth 2.00 hours credit.  Contact: Becky Spearman 910-862-459.
Grant Development Workshop will be held December 1-3 at North Carolina State University. Learn from professional grant writers how to prepare, write and secure proposals from various funding agencies. If interested please contact us at (866) 704-7268 or go to granttrainingcenter.com to register or reserve seating. Additional discounts are available for groups that would like to participate in this interactive workshop. 
Duplin County Center will host a continuing education course on December 7 from 9 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. at Duplin County Cooperative Extension Office. Topics include: Mortality Composting, Methane Capture, Biofuel Opportunities, USDA-Rural Development Energy Grants, Understanding Phosphorus Levels, Sludge Management.  Cost is$10 (includes lunch: WG Simmons' pork chops) and is eligible for 6.0 hours credit.  Contact: Wanda Hargrove, at 910-296-2143.
Robeson County Animal Waste Classes – Session I, II, & III will be held December 8 beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Robeson County CES Center, Lumberton.  Each session is worth 2.00 hours credit  Contact: Michelle Shooter 910-671-3276.

Pitt County CEC Training will be held on December 9 at 2:00 p.m. at the Pitt County Ag Center, Greenville.  3.00 hours credit.  Contact: Phillip Rowan 252-902-1703.

A naturalization information session is scheduled for December 11 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at Bishop McGuinnes Catholic High School, 1725 NC 66, Kernersville.  The session is free.  Contact Atlanta.CommunityRelations@dhs.gov to register. 
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