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House-Autry Mills has been the choice of Southern cooks since 1812.  House-Autry is fast approaching 200 years in continuous operation; most of that time at the original location in Newton Grove and since 2001 at our new state-of-the-art facility in Four Oaks.  Our mission continues to be to deliver quality products consistently to our Retail consumers as well as our Foodservice customers.  Our products are sold in about 30 states and we recently added a production facility in Marshall, Texas.  We employ over 90 individuals, many of whom have been with us for many years.  House-Autry continues to grind corn into meal on eleven (11) large grinding stones, but our primary products are breaders and coatings for frying and baking fish and seafood, chicken, pork, and vegetables.  Our products contain all of the ingredients the consumer needs to make tasty dishes, just adding water, milk, or an egg-wash to moisten the product that will be breaded or coated.  We still make our signature hushpuppy mixes, for which we are also famous.  We are proud to be associated with the North Carolina Agribusiness Council and ………….The Choice of Southern Cooks since 1812.

Washington NEWS
Textile Enforcement Bill Introduced:  US Rep. Howard Coble (R-NC-6), co-chair of the Congressional Textile Caucus, joined with 23 of his House colleagues in introducing the Textile Enforcement and Security Act (TESA). The bipartisan legislation protects American textile and apparel jobs by providing US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) with increased authority to combat fraudulent textile and apparel goods from entering the US. Original cosponsors of TESA from NC are Reps. Renee Ellmers (R-NC-2), Virginia Foxx (R-NC-5).George Holding (R-NC-13), Richard Hudson (R-NC-8), Walter Jones (R-NC-3), Patrick McHenry (R-NC-10), Mike McIntyre (D-NC-7), Mark Meadows (R-NC-11), and Robert Pittenger (R-NC-9). 
Senate Hearing on TTIP: The Senate Finance Committee recently held a hearing regarding the Transatlantic Trade Investment Partnership (TTIP), a free trade agreement between the US and the European Union (EU). Renewal of Trade Promotion Authority was discussed as a high priority topic, as well as the need for a comprehensive trade partnership that includes agriculture. The panel included representatives from the wheat and poultry industry, both of which are generally supportive of the TTIP but urged a more scientific based approach in food safety and environmental evaluations of American products by the EU. To view the Senate hearing, click here.
House Passes Bill Guarding States’ Rights on Hydraulic Fracturing: The US House passed H.R. 2778, the Protecting States' Rights to Promote American Energy Security Act, by a vote of 235-187.  This bill helps reduce bureaucratic red-tape by limiting the Administration's ability to impose duplicative and burdensome federal regulations on hydraulic fracturing.

Senate Employs Rule Change: Led by Democratic Majority Leader Harry Reid, the US Senate also voted 52-48 to change the chamber's rules to allow confirmation of certain presidential nominees with a simple majority vote - a procedure known as the "nuclear option." The move applies to all presidential nominees except for Supreme Court nominees.
Legislative NEWS

Brunstetter Announces Resignation: NC Sen. Pete Brunstetter, R-Forsyth, announced his retirement from the NC Senate effective Dec. 15.  Brunstetter will be taking a job with Novant Health as executive vice president and chief legal counsel. Brunstetter is co-chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee and is ranked as one of the most influential lawmakers. GOP officials in Forsyth and Yadkin counties will nominate a replacement.  First-term Rep. Debra Conrad, Forsyth, said she is considering vying for the Senate District 31 seat.  
Campaign NEWS
Berger Jr. Announces Candidacy: Phil Berger Jr. officially announced his candidacy for US Rep. Howard Coble’s 6th District House seat.  Though it is early in the campaign, Berger, a Republican and Rockingham County District Attorney, is considered the front runner in the race for the seat.  Coble is retiring after 30 years.  
FDA NEW

CALS Faculty Member on FDA Science Board:  Dr. Barbara Kowalcyk, research assistant professor in the Department of Food, Bioprocessing and Nutrition Sciences, has been named to the Science Board to the Food and Drug Administration. In addition to being a member of the NCSU’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences faculty, Kowalcyk serves as chief executive officer and director of research for the Center for Foodborne Illness Research and Prevention, a non-profit organization dedicated to preventing foodborne illness. The FDA Science Board advises the federal agency on complex scientific and technical issues and provides input on the agency’s research agenda and on upgrading scientific and research facilities and training opportunities.
FDA Extends Comment Period on Two FSMA Rules: The FDA is extending the comment period to Jan. 27, 2014 for two rules under the Food Safety Modernization Act- the Foreign Supplier Verification Program (FSVP) and Accreditation of Third-Party Auditors. The comment period on the two rules were originally set to close on Nov. 26, 2013.  For more info, click here. 
Commodity NEWS

NC Crops and Weather Report for Week Ending Nov. 17: There were 5.7 days suitable for field work for the week ending November 17th compared to 5.9 for the previous week. Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 2% very short, 31% short, 65% adequate, and 2% surplus, similar to last week’s levels. The state received little precipitation again this week. Average temperatures stayed below normal for another week with the averages ranging from 37 to 53 degrees. Another week of dry conditions helped with small grain plantings, allowing this year’s progress to exceed last year’s and the five-year average for wheat, barley and oats. In addition, the dry conditions allowed sweet potato and peanut harvest to wrap up in most areas and soybean harvest to track with previous year and the five- year average. Cotton harvest still remains slightly behind last year and the five-year average. To read the full report, click here.
Hessian Fly Adults Likely Active in NC: Around this time of the year, Hessian fly adults begin to become active in NC. The time of peak activity can vary from year to year.  For example, in the fall of 2010, Hessian fly was active from mid-November to mid-December.  Last year, Hessian fly pressure was heaviest around the end of November to the beginning of December. Dominic Reisig, NCSU Extenstion entomologist, says that without scouting eggs you can’t be sure Hessian fly is in your field.  His recommendation is that you should only spray if you’ve had historical problems with Hessian fly, planted early, did not use an insecticidal seed treatment, and have a susceptible variety.  For more info, click here. 
Fuel & Energy NEWS

Testing for Natural Gas Set to Begin in Lee County: Seismic testing is set to begin in Lee County at the end of this month and continue into January.  The exact location is not being disclosed.  A Texas-based energy company will be taking ultrasound images to determine the amount of natural gas.  Because NC is not considered to have large amounts of the resource and there is little infrastructure, the state is not a high priority for the energy industry.
USDOL NEWS

USDOL Announces Rules to Update H-2A Regulations: The US Department of Labor announced four rules designed to reduce unnecessary burdens on employers by updating or rescinding obsolete regulations and requirements. For ag interests, the Direct Final Rule for the ETA Labor Certification Process for Logging Employment and Non-H-2A Agricultural Employment rescinds the regulations found at 20 CFR 655 Subpart C, which established regulations for employers in the logging industry. Employers seeking to temporarily employ foreign workers in logging operations are now governed by the regulations in Subpart B applicable to H-2A agricultural work and the Subpart C has no force and effect. See the Federal Register notice. 
Animal Activism NEWS

NCC Receives ASPCA Letter on Changing Industry Guidelines: The National Chicken Council recently responded to a letter sent by the American Society for the Prevention of Animal Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) calling for changes to chicken industry guidelines.  The letter said, “The National Chicken Council will release new guidelines for chicken welfare before the end of this year.  We urge you to update your guidelines with meaningful recommendations to address welfare concerns related to both growth rate and husbandry, reflecting the values and expectations of chicken consumers.”  ASPCA made the following recommendations:  slower-growing breeds of chicken whose genetics allow for better mobility and stamina; a stocking density that affords chickens more space than the current standard; natural light in sheds that encourages movement during the daytime and adequate rest at night; and environmental enrichment such as straw bales that provide both physical exercise and mental stimulation and allow the birds a place to perch. Tom Super, National Chicken Council vice president of communications, said, "The ASPCA's description of poultry production in the United States is not based on fact and in no way represents the realities of modern poultry production or the health and welfare of today's chickens.  The US national broiler flock is incredibly healthy and is the envy of the world. Mortality and condemnation rates for broilers, the most sensitive indicators of the health and well-being of any flock, are at historical lows. In fact, if we reverted to the way we used to raise chickens several decades ago, the mortality rate for chickens would increase 490 percent.”  
Environmental NEWS

EPA Proposes 2014 RFS, Opens Comments on Waiver of RFS: The US EPA proposed for public comment the levels of renewable fuels to be blended into gasoline and diesel as required by Congress under the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007. The proposal marks the first time EPA has lowered the overall ethanol-blending requirement from the prior year’s target. The move lowers the mandate from the 2013 required volume, 16.55 billion gallons, back to 2012 levels.  The agency is taking comments on a range of 15.00 to 15.52 billion gallons in its proposal.  In a separate action, EPA is also seeking comment on petitions for a waiver of the renewable fuel standards that would apply in 2014. EPA expects that a determination on the substance of the petitions will be issued at the same time that EPA issues a final rule establishing the 2014 RFS. Once the proposal is published in the Federal Register, it will be open to a 60-day public comment period. For more info, click here.
University NEWS
Expansion of AgriSafe and Certified Safe Farm Programs: Through a recent grant to the NC Agricultural Foundation Inc., the NC Tobacco Trust Fund Commission (TTFC) is providing funds to expand and continue the work of the AgriSafe and Certified Safe Farm programs in North Carolina.  These programs started as pilot projects in Duplin, Johnston, and Sampson counties in 2009 with a three-year Tobacco Trust Fund Commission grant of $500,000. As part of the Certified Safe Farm program, Extension agents, specially trained in safety, conducted 120 on-farm safety reviews. During these one-on-one reviews, farmers received tailored recommendations for safety improvements on their farms. AgriSafe nurses, trained through the NC Agromedicine Institute’s Agricultural Medicine course, provide health screenings, assistance with personal protective equipment and health care referrals to farmers. The expansion will take the program from the three pilot counties to 18 more counties, including Alexander, Anson, Ashe, Craven, Franklin, Gates, Granville, Hoke, Randolph, Robeson, Rowan, Scotland, Stanly, Union, Vance, Warren, Watauga, and Wilson.
USDA NEWS

NCSU Receives Grant to Develop Value-Added Ag: US Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced the selection of 34 organizations for grants to help rural cooperatives and small businesses expand and strengthen their capacity to serve rural citizens and communities. Funding is being provided through the USDA's Rural Cooperative Development Grant (RCDG) program. The grants are being awarded to non-profit groups and higher education institutions to create and operate centers that help establish, expand or operate rural businesses, especially cooperatives and mutually-owned businesses. NC State University received $200,000 to develop value-added and alternative agriculture. 

Hagen Leaves FSIS: Dr. Elisabeth Hagen announced her resignation as Under Secretary for Food Safety at the Food Safety and Inspection Service, a position she held for three years.   Hagen said she will be “embarking in mid-December on a new challenge in the private sector.” 
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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