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House-Autry Mills has been the choice of Southern cooks since 1812.  House-Autry is fast approaching 200 years in continuous operation; most of that time at the original location in Newton Grove and since 2001 at our new state-of-the-art facility in Four Oaks.  Our mission continues to be to deliver quality products consistently to our Retail consumers as well as our Foodservice customers.  Our products are sold in about 30 states and we recently added a production facility in Marshall, Texas.  We employ over 90 individuals, many of whom have been with us for many years.  House-Autry continues to grind corn into meal on eleven (11) large grinding stones, but our primary products are breaders and coatings for frying and baking fish and seafood, chicken, pork, and vegetables.  Our products contain all of the ingredients the consumer needs to make tasty dishes, just adding water, milk, or an egg-wash to moisten the product that will be breaded or coated.  We still make our signature hushpuppy mixes, for which we are also famous.  We are proud to be associated with the North Carolina Agribusiness Council and ………….The Choice of Southern Cooks since 1812.

Washington NEWS
Senators Seek Aid for Farmers:  Arkansas Sen. Blanche Lincoln, chairman of the Senate Agriculture Committee, has joined Mississippi Sen. Thad Cochran, ranking member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, in introducing legislation that would provide timely disaster assistance to farmers affected by this fall’s heavy rains, floods and other weather-related disasters.  Arkansas Rep. Marion Berry plans to introduce companion legislation in the House. The measure would ensure that producers receive relief in a timely manner by providing an estimated $1.3 billion in direct payment assistance to producers in counties declared “primary” disaster areas by USDA. Direct payments, rather than payments from the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE), are utilized because SURE is not expected to be available until January 2011. Farmers would not receive relief in time for them to plant the next crop. The Congressional Budget Office has scored the legislation at $2.19 billion, which will be paid for with funds available through the Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP).

Campaign NEWS
Jenkins Challenger:  A prominent Greenville businessman and Democrat says he will challenge incumbent Democratic Sen. Clark Jenkins of Edgecombe County in the spring. Frankie Bordeaux, an African-American who operates Cambridge Behavioral Health Services in Greenville, announced Monday that he would file for the Senate District 3 seat now held by Jenkins. 

Hoyle's Seat:  Rep. Wil Neumann, R-Gaston, has announced plans to seek the Senate seat now held by Democratic Sen. David Hoyle. The district is Republican, but Hoyle has managed to hold the seat because of his pro-business record and ties to the business community. Neumann said he has worked well with Hoyle for several years and called him a "very good friend." Hoyle has not said whether he will run for a 10th term.  

Senate District 5:  Former Republican Rep. Louis Pate wants a rematch. Pate, a former mayor of Mount Olive who served eight years in the House, has announced he is running for the Senate seat held by Democrat Don Davis. Davis beat Pate for the seat last year by 6 percentage points in the campaign to replace longtime office-holder John Kerr. The district includes Pitt, Wayne and Greene counties. Pate said the outcome could be different next year when Davis won't get a boost from President Barack Obama. 
Commodity NEWS

Tobacco Research Commission Check-off Referendum Results:  With all 72 counties reporting, the Nov. 19, 2009 Tobacco Referendum passed by 92.31%. There were a total of 325 votes (down from 883 in 2003) with 300 in favor of continuing the check-off and 25 opposed.  This is exactly the same favorable percentage (92%) as was had in the 2003 referendum.  There were 2 counties in which the referendum did not pass (Craven and Iredell), both of which had low turnouts.  There were 24 counties in which no votes were cast and, the Cherokee Reservation has indicated they have no eligible voters and should have not been included in the referendum.
No PM Tobacco Contracts for Georgia, Florida:  Philip Morris USA officials held a meeting on Oct. 14, in Alma, Ga., with more than75 growers from Georgia and Florida attending. Growers were informed of the decision by Philip Morris USA to “no longer offer contracts for the purchase of tobacco in Georgia after the 2009 season.” The location of a buying point for the remaining production after 2009 was in question with the current receiving station not currently under contract for use. Three other Philip Morris USA buying points located in Lumberton, N.C., Wilson, N.C., and Danville, Va., will continue to buy tobacco from growers in those areas.

Sweet Potato Supply Dampened by Rains:  Agricultural experts and industry officials expect enough sweet potatoes for Thanksgiving and Christmas, traditionally a high-demand period. But by Easter, another peak period, sweet potatoes could be in limited supply in some parts of the country due to crop losses in the states of Louisiana and Mississippi. Whether that leads to higher prices at the grocery store depends in part on demand and how far the North Carolina and California crops stretch. North Carolina, the nation's leading producer, had what officials there consider a good - but not great - crop, and the full extent of losses due to heavy late-season rains in the Gulf South is not yet known.  North Carolina harvested 45 percent of U.S. sweet potato acreage last year, followed by Louisiana and Mississippi with about 30 percent altogether. California accounted for 15 percent, according to statistics provided by the North Carolina Sweet Potato Commission. Preliminary estimates from agricultural economists at Louisiana State and Mississippi State universities put potential revenue losses for sweet potato farmers in those states at more than $55 million.

Produce Safety Training Curriculum Released:  NC Cooperative Extension is helping fruit and vegetable farmers across the state minimize fresh produce safety risks through a comprehensive set of educational tools. The N.C. MarketReady Fresh Produce Safety – Field to Family training curriculum is being distributed to Extension agents throughout the state. The training manual focuses on Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs), including what it takes to obtain GAPs certification, and managing risks from field to market. Extension agents, who received training on using the curriculum earlier this year, will use the curriculum to train growers.  Learn more at www.ncmarketready.org.
WTO Panel to Take Up EU Ban on US Poultry:  The World Trade Organization has formed a panel to investigate the decade-long European Union ban on imports of U.S. poultry. The panel will take up the EU's restrictions on poultry processed with the anti-bacterial chemicals chlorine dioxide, acidified sodium chloride, trisodium phosphate and peroxyacids. A ruling is expected within nine months. 
Poultry Numbers Down in October:  Poultry certified wholesome during October (ready-to-cook weight) totaled 3.63 billion pounds, down 7 percent from the amount certified in October 2008, according to USDA's Poultry Slaughter report.  The preliminary total live weight of poultry inspected during October was 4.82 billion pounds, down 8 percent from 5.23 billion pounds a year ago. Young chickens inspected totaled 4.10 billion pounds, down 7 percent from October 2008. Mature chickens, at 69.7 million pounds, were down 13 percent from the previous year. Turkey inspections totaled 635 million pounds, down 13 percent from a year ago.  Young chickens slaughtered during October averaged 5.67 pounds per bird, up slightly from October 2008. The average live weight of mature chickens was 5.84 pounds per bird, unchanged from a year ago. Turkeys slaughtered during October averaged 28.4 pounds per bird, down 2 percent from October 2008.
People NEWS

NC Farmers in National Spotlight :  The 2009 National Thanksgiving Turkey was presented to President Obama by Walter Pelletier, vice-President of Goldsboro, Milling Company and chairman of the National Turkey Federation.  This year's birds were raised by Goldsboro Milling growers, Debbie and Bryant Worley in Wayne County. Debbie and Bryant are also pork producers and were recently awarded with a National Environmental Steward Award by Pork Checkoff and National Hog Farmer Magazine.

Appointments:  Gov. Beverly Perdue announced the following appointment Monday:  Tori Small, High Point, to the North Carolina Legislative Study Commission on Water and Wastewater Infrastructure. Small is a Principal for Weststcott, Small and Assoc., a civil engineering firm. 
Business NEWS

Pittsboro Biofuel Company Receives Green Energy Grant:   U.S. Senator Kay R. Hagan (D-NC) announced that Piedmont Biofuels Industrial in Pittsboro will receive a $139,249 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act grant for innovative clean energy research and development.  Piedmont Biofuels will use the funds to develop advanced biodiesel production processes. These processes will enable biodiesel producers to reduce water usage and waste byproduct, as well as use lower grade feedstocks, such as poultry renderings. The company's commercial production facility in Pittsboro produces approximately 4,000 gallons of biodiesel a day using waste poultry fat or used cooking oil.  Hagan worked with her Senate colleagues to craft the Recovery Act to create and save jobs.

Smithfield-NLRB Hearing Delayed; A labor dispute between Smithfield Foods Inc. and the local union that represents employees of the company's South packing plant in Smithfield, Va., has been moved to the National Labor Relations Board's Washington, D.C., office and delayed while that office reviews the charges.  Smithfield's South plant is slated to close and most of its workers moved to the nearby North plant, which is represented by the Teamsters. A new date for the trial has not been set, but may be mid- to late January. 

NC Cigarette HQ Building For Sale:  A headquarters of North Carolina's tobacco history is up for sale. The Winston-Salem Journal reported Monday that Reynolds American Inc. has put its historic former headquarters on the market. The building housed the headquarters of R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. since it opened in 1929. The company recently finished consolidating its downtown Winston-Salem employees into a neighboring building.
N.C. Ports Authority Cuts Work Force:  In response to sharp declines in revenue, the N.C. State Ports Authority has cut its work force by 20 percent over the past three years. At its peak in 2006, the authority employed 311 people. Today, 254 people work for the authority, including more than 190 at the corporate offices, and container and general cargo terminals in Wilmington. The remainder work at the Port of Morehead City and the Charlotte Inland Terminal. “The primary factor would be the decrease in business,” said Rick Koch, vice president of administration. 
Branded Export Promotion Program Accepting Applications:  The U.S. Meat Export Federation announced it is now accepting applications for its fiscal 2010 matching funds program to help small U.S. companies promote their branded U.S. red meat products in international markets. Companies interested in the program should contact Barbara Watson at the USMEF Denver office at (303) 623-6328 or by e-mail at bwatson@usmef.org.
University NEWS

NC Research Campus Gets Food Science Grant:  A $1million grant from USDA will expose graduate students to what is known as a transdisciplinary approach to solving problems, said Jack Odle, a nutritional biochemistry professor at N.C. State University. Odle led the effort for the grant and will direct the program.  Participating institutions are Appalachian State, Duke, N.C. A&T State, N.C. Central and N.C. State universities and UNC Charlotte, UNC Chapel Hill and UNC Greensboro. 
USDA NEWS
USDA National Scholars Program Applications Open for 2010 Academic School Year:   Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that USDA/1890 National Scholars Program applications for the 2010 academic school year now are being accepted. Aspiring high school seniors and rising college sophomores and juniors are encouraged to apply before the Feb. 1, 2010 deadline. For more info go to www.ascr.usda.gov/1890programs.html. 

Mark Your Calendar

The Marine Fisheries Commission will meet on Wednesday, Dec. 2 at 9 a.m., Clam Digger Inn, Pine Knoll Shores. Contact: 252-808-8022.
The Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Committee will meet on Monday, Dec. 14 at 1 p.m., 544 Legislative Office Building. 
PORK 101, a three-day, hands-on experience designed to update participants on quality and consistency issues in the pork industry will be held four times during 2010.  PORK 101 is scheduled for March 9-11 at Iowa State University; April 13-15 at the University of Nebraska; May 25-27 at Texas A&M University; and on a to-be-announced date at Oklahoma State University. For more information and to register, visit pork101.org.
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