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BASF Crop Protection helps farmers get the most out of every acre. As a leading producer of agricultural products, the BASF portfolio includes herbicides, fungicides, insecticides and seed treatment technologies that provide the optimal level of crop protection.  Our innovative products help growers maximize yields to help meet the food and fuel demands of a growing world population. At BASF Crop Protection, we invest more than $500 million globally each year in research and development. We are dedicated to discovering and developing new environmentally-sound agricultural products and technologies. In fact, we will introduce 33 new innovations within the next five years. Our vision is to be the world’s leading innovator, optimizing agricultural production, and improving nutrition, thus enhancing quality of life. We want what you want – healthier plants, higher yields and higher profit potential. Please visit agproducts.basf.us  for more information.

Washington NEWS

Senate Blocks Watt Nomination; District 12 Race Uncertain: Through a vote on cloture, the US Senate blocked the nomination of US Rep. Mel Watt (NC-12) to become the director of the Federal Housing Finance Agency.  Watt said, “I do not plan to withdraw as the nominee for the position and remain hopeful that we will prevail when the motion for reconsideration is taken up in the Senate.”  The vote leaves the race for Watt’s District 12 seat in limbo.  Watt could run for re-election if his nomination fails.  
Farm Bill Conference Kicks Off: The first meeting of the House-Senate Conference Committee charged with negotiating a compromise between the House and Senate-passed farm bills met last week. The two chambers will have to reconcile many issues including how much to cut SNAP programs and changes to commodity programs.
People NEWS

New Hertford County Extension Director: Stephanie Parker-Helmkamp will serve as the County Extension Director at Hertford County Cooperative Extension.  Parker-Helmkamp is a Hertford County native and began work with the NC Cooperative Extension Service in 2006. She will replace Crystal Smith who left  last month.
NC Legislative NEWS
Funding Established for Rural Center’s New Beginning: Now that the NC Rural Economic Development Center will be managed by the NC Dept. of Commerce, the Rural Center will begin with around $7 million.  About $4.3 million came from money in a clean water fund that accrued $8.6 million in interest, which is being split with the state. Unspent Rural Center money, about $24 million, will be turned over to the state treasury.
Weather & Drought NEWS

Three More Counties Receive Federal Aid for Flood Repairs: Governor Pat McCrory received a federal disaster declaration last week to help local governments in three more Western North Carolina counties recover from the severe flooding that occurred July 27. Catawba, Lincoln, and Wilkes counties can now seek federal funds to help pay for 75 percent of eligible infrastructure repairs, debris removal and emergency protective measures. Funds also are available to implement hazard mitigation measures statewide to strengthen infrastructure to prevent future storm loss. Flood aid was approved last month for 13 other mountain counties for storm damages that occurred in early July.

Campaign NEWS

Jones Challenger Switches Parties:  Jason Thigpen announced he would not run against US Rep. Walter Jones as a Republican but as a Democrat.  Jones, a Republican, holds the US Congressional District 3 seat. On his website, Thigpen said, “I refuse to be part of an extremist movement in the GOP that only appears to thrive on fear and hate mongering of anyone and everyone who doesn’t walk their line.”  As of June, Thigpen raised $42,000.  Jones will face Taylor Griffin, an aide to President George W. Bush, in the GOP primary.
University NEWS

NCGT Sponsors Nation’s First Local Foods-Focused Business School Supply Chain Fellowships: The NC Growing Together (NCGT) project and NC State’s Poole College of Management Supply Chain Resource Cooperative (SCRC) have partnered to offer the country’s first local foods-focused business school supply chain fellowships. A CEFS initiative, the NC Growing Together project aims to bring more locally-produced food into the state’s mainstream retail and food service supply chains.  The fellows will provide supply chain research and expertise to develop successful, economically viable connections between local food producers and mainstream retail and institutional food buyers. This year’s fellowships were awarded to Sebastian Naskaris, a first-year MBA student who previously spent two years with NC FoodCorps, and Jessica Newsome, a second-year MBA student who previously had an internship at Lowes Home Improvement headquarters in Mooresville, NC.
Animal Activism NEWS

HSUS Attacks America’s Hog Farmers Again:  Mercy for Animals, a front group for the Humane Society of the United States, released a undercover video it obtained at a Minnesota pig farm. The National Pork Producers Council issued a release, saying that the video is “the latest attack against America’s hog farmers.” Local law enforcement escorted an independent veterinarian to the facility who determined that there were no signs of inhumane treatment or violations of good production standards.  No charges were filed.  The Minnesota farm went a step further and brought in a third party to investigate. That investigation found that the employee involved had not been following animal care protocols and was immediately fired. “America’s pork producers are primarily family farmers who care about the animals they raise and the food they produce for the American consumer. It is the same food they produce for their own families. They don’t need questionable undercover videos produced by organizations with political agendas to remind them of their commitment to animal care,” the NPPC release adds. 
FDA NEWS

FDA Publishes Proposed Rule for Food for Animals: FDA’s proposed rule, which is required by the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act, on Current Good Manufacturing Practices (CGMPs) and preventive controls for food for animals focuses on preventing problems in order to improve the safety of these products. The preventive controls provisions of the proposed rule, “Current Good Manufacturing Practice and Hazard Analysis and Risk-Based Preventive Controls for Food for Animals,” would apply to domestic and imported animal food, including pet food, animal feed, and raw materials and ingredients. Facilities producing animal food would be required to have written plans that identify hazards, specify the steps that will be put in place to minimize or prevent those hazards, identify monitoring procedures and record monitoring results, and specify what actions would be taken to correct problems that arise. FDA is proposing that the requirements be effective 60 days after the final rule is published in the Federal Register so that the public can review it and submit comments. Comments are due 120 dates after the publication date. The proposed rule and supporting documents are available here.

Commodity NEWS
NC Livestock Producers Should Be on the Lookout for Cattle Disease:  Two cattle herds in North Carolina have been confirmed positive recently for anaplasmosis at the NCDA&CS’ Rollins Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory. Anaplasmosis is an infectious disease that causes red blood cells to be removed from circulation, resulting in fever, severe anemia and even death. Cows from both herds have died. An additional herd is awaiting confirmation, which would make this the 12th herd to be confirmed in NC this year. Eight cases were reported in 2012. The herds are located in Granville, Duplin, and Person counties. Anaplasmosis is commonly found throughout the country and is spread by ticks, insect bites, and the sharing of  needles and instruments contaminated with blood. It is more prevalent in the fall and mainly affects adult cattle, although any age can be affected. Clinical symptoms are those typical of severe anemia, including lethargy, loss of appetite, muscle tremors or weakness, pale gums, labored breathing and dry muzzle. The disease can also affect sheep and goats, but is not a threat to humans. State Veterinarian David Marshall encourages producers to consult with their veterinarian on a plan to diagnose and treat a herd if anaplasmosis is suspected. 

Frosts Hit NC Crops:  NC crops will likely take another hit because of late October frosts. Late- planted soybeans and grain sorghum are expected to be hardest hit.  The Carolinas and southeast Virginia saw heavy rains from May until August, so many farmers planted a month to six weeks behind schedule. Unfortunately, long periods of dry weather followed.  Because of dry conditions that stressed plants and two successive weekends of cold weather, farmers anticipate well below average yields.  

NC Crops & Weather Report: There were 5.9 days suitable for field work for the week ending October 27th compared to 4.7 for the week ending October 20th, according to USDA’s NASS NC Field Office. Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 1% very short, 27% short, 65% adequate, and 7% surplus. The state received very little precipitation again this week and average temperatures were below normal. Average temperatures ranged from 41 to 60 degrees. The western part of the state received their first freeze. Small grain plantings remain ahead of last year. However, sweet potato, cotton, peanut and soybean harvest percentages are slightly behind compared to last year percentages. Soybean conditions are reported fair to good along with cotton conditions ranging between poor to good. Corn for grain harvest is wrapping up for the season. To read the full report, click here.
NCDA NEWS

Time to Apply for Farmland Preservation Grants: County governments and nonprofit groups pursuing farmland preservation projects have until Dec. 16 to apply for funding assistance from the N.C. Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund. About $1.7 million is available.The fund’s purpose is to support projects that encourage the preservation of qualifying agricultural, horticultural and forest lands to foster the growth, development and sustainability of family farms. Grants can be awarded to secure agricultural conservation easements on lands used for agricultural production; to support public and private enterprise programs that promote profitable and sustainable agricultural, horticultural and forestland activities; and for the development of agricultural plans. Applications and guidelines for the current funding cycle are available at www.ncadfp.org or by calling 919-707-3071. Applications are due by 5 p.m. on Dec. 16.
Voluntary Ag District Workshops: The N.C. Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund will host two workshops in western North Carolina for local governments interested in protecting their communities’ agricultural lands through voluntary agricultural districts. The workshops are free and open to the public. Workshops will be held from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on the following dates: Nov. 13 at the Watauga Agricultural Conference Center in Boone and Nov. 14 at the WNC Regional Livestock Center in  Canton. For more information and to register, click here.
USDA NEWS
Payments for CSO Ready Following Shutdown Delay: Farmers waiting for their Conservation Security or Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) payments should receive them in the coming days. The shutdown of the federal government delayed some of the $907 million in payments from USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to CSP participants.  Funding for other Farm Bill programs expired Sept. 30, including the Conservation Reserve Program, Grassland Reserve Program, Wetland Reserve Program, Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative and Healthy Forests Reserve Program. NRCS is not accepting applications for these programs at this time. For more information, visit a local USDA Service Center or visit NRCS' website.

First-Ever Report on USDA Efforts to Expand Agroforestry Practices:  US Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack released the first-ever report on USDA's role advancing agroforestry. Agroforestry: USDA Reports to America details how agroforestry practices are helping farmers, ranchers and woodland owners enhance agricultural productivity, protect the environment and increase profits. Over the last five years, USDA has assisted landowners financially and with technical guidance to establish roughly 336,000 acres of windbreaks, riparian forest buffers and alley cropping; about 2,000 acres of silvopasture; and about 500 acres of forest farming. "Agroforestry provides benefits beyond rural areas," Vilsack said. "In suburban areas, agroforestry practices can improve wildlife habitat, mitigate the movement of odors and dust, serve as noise barriers and act as filters that help keep water clean." To access the report, visit www.usda.gov/agroforestry. 
Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for November: The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for November 2013. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for November 2013 is 0.125 percent, unchanged from 0.125 percent in October. The interest rate for commodity and marketing assistance loans disbursed during November is 1.125 percent, unchanged from 1.125 percent.  The maximum discount rate applicable for November for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from October.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
[image: image4.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com




[image: image3.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com





[image: image2.png][image: image3.png][image: image4.png][image: image5.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness




[image: image6.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



[image: image7.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



