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East Coast Ethanol, LLC, a four-state agribusiness enterprise , plans to construct and operate four 110 Million Gallon corn-ethanol plants in the southeast region of the United States – making it one of the foremost suppliers of ethanol to the southeast U.S. market. The company will use its strategic locations to provide fuel ethanol to terminals along the eastern seaboard while providing distillers grains and carbon dioxide for farms and industry. The company will also work cooperatively with local communities to assure an environmentally-sound and profitable business utilizing the latest technology to assure a clean, efficient and dependable source of ethanol to assist our country in reducing its dependence on foreign oil.. Learn more about this exciting investment opportunity to fund home-grown energy that benefits America at our website:  www.eastcoastethanol.us.
Washington NEWS

Health Care Bill Passes House: Eight of North Carolina's 13 representatives, including three Democrats, voted against the health care overhaul bill approved by the House of Representatives Saturday. According to the House's online records, Democratic Reps. Larry Kissel, District 8; Mike McIntyre, District 7; and Health Shuler, District 11, opposed the bill, along with Republican Reps. Howard Coble, District 6; Virginia Foxx, District 5; Walter B. Jones, District 3; Patrick T. McHenry, District 10; and Sue Myrick, District 9. Voting for the bill were Democratic Reps. G.K. Butterfield, District 1; Bob Etheridge, District 2; Brad Miller, District 13; David Price, District 4; and Mel Watt, District 12.The 1,990-page, $1.2 trillion bill passed the house 220-215, with 219 Democrats and one Republican voting "yes" and 39 Democrats joining 176 Republicans to vote "no."
NC Congressional District Stands Up for NC Farmers. Proving that agriculture can be a non-partisan issue, members of the NC Congressional Delegation put aside party-politics to come together in a show of solidarity for NC Farmers.  In a letter signed by 14 of the 15 members of the NC Congressional delegation, US Labor Secretary Hilda Solis was asked to reconsider the current proposed changes to the H2-A visa program, which is a short-term visa program that enables farmers to hire foreign agricultural workers to fill low-skill temporary jobs on the farm. In order to use the H2-A program to hire foreign Agworkers, farmers must first offer the jobs to US workers, who are screened for eligibility to work in the US though E-verify. Secretary Solis has proposed changes to the program that Agricultural groups say will result in farmers no longer using the H2-A program – instead turning to farming less labor intensive crops; ceasing to farm or hiring undocumented workers. To see the letter go to http://www.ciclt.net/ul/ncagbc/20091109121808089.pdf
OSHA to Toughen Oversight of States:  Federal OSHA will strengthen its oversight of states that run their own job safety programs - including the Carolinas - to ensure they adequately protect workers, the agency's leader told a congressional panel Thursday. That announcement came during a hearing that focused on shortcomings at the Nevada Occupational Safety and Health Administration, which has come under sharp criticism after 25 construction deaths in Las Vegas.  Jordan Barab, federal OSHA's acting chief, said his agency will review state programs and could end up running one that is lacking.  During the decade ending in 2007, only one of every 1,800 violations found at N.C. manufacturing plants was deemed "willful," a designation that can result in stiff fines and hurt a company's reputation. Nationally, about one of every 300 citations against manufacturers is labeled willful. 
Campaign NEWS
Day to Oppose Kissell:  Darrell Day, a Scotland County businessman, is trying to gain next year's Republican Party nomination to run against incumbent Larry Kissell for the 8th Congressional District. Day is the owner of East Coast Umbrella, Inc.

Walters Appointed to Fill Weinstein’s Senate Seat:  A Robeson County businessman is the newest member of the North Carolina Senate. The governor has appointed Michael Walters to serve the remainder of the two-year term of the Senate seat vacated five weeks ago by David Weinstein.  A panel of Democratic leaders in the 13th Senate District covering Hoke and Robeson counties chose Walters last week. Walters' current term expires at the end of 2010. 

Warren Won’t Seek Re-Election:  Rep. Ray Warren announced Monday that he won't seek re-election next year. Warren, a Democrat, is serving his second term in the House. The 88th district covers Alexander County and portions of Catawba County.
Legislative NEWS

Rand Steps Down:  Senate Majority Leader Tony Rand announced this week that he's stepping down after 11 terms to take a new job. Governor Bev Perdue has appointed him to be the new head of her Post-Release Supervision and Parole Commission.   Sens. Martin Nesbitt and Dan Clodfelter are both seeking to replace Sen. Rand as Senate majority leader. No word yet on who will replace Senator Rand as chairman of the powerful Senate Rules Committee.
Environmental NEWS

First of Next Phase for Atrazine Goes Well: Farm groups joined the manufacturer of the popular herbicide atrazine Tuesday in condemning the Obama administration of bowing to environmentalist pressure in initiating a review of the chemical's safety. The EPA under the Bush administration certified the weedkiller for continued use, but the agency said last month that it would take another look at possible health risks. Agency officials told a six-member panel of scientific advisers Tuesday that they wanted to review new data from studies of the chemical's cancer-causing potential, including the results of research into the health of agricultural workers and pesticide applicators in Iowa and North Carolina.  The agency plans to use the data to decide whether to revise its safety assessment of the pesticide.  
Water/Wastewater Meeting: The initial meeting of the Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Study Commission is scheduled for November 10 at 10:00 a.m., Room 414, Legislative Office Building.  The Commission will look at the operation and funding of water and wastewater programs in NC. The meeting is open to the public.  The initial meeting of the Commission is expected to focus on introduction of the members, spell out the commission priorities and goals, etc. 
AgGroups Appeal Clean Water Ruling:  Agricultural groups have filed a petition for certiorari to the U.S Supreme Court seeking reversal of the Sixth Circuit decision in NCC v. EPA. According to the groups, the decision “imposes unnecessary and hampering regulations upon producers and health officials.” The Sixth Circuit’s decision requires many producers to obtain an NPDES permit in order to apply pesticides in, above, or even near many waterways. Ag groups say the permit subjects the producer or health official to ineffective and burdensome regulation, as well as potential civil  lawsuits. The EPA estimates the ruling affects 365,000 pesticide applicators that perform roughly 5.6 million pesticide applications annually. The Court’s decision creates duplicative regulation over pesticide applicators as they are already subject to FIFRA requirements that were put in place by Congress to govern the applications of pesticides. If the decision is allowed to stand, it could potentially unravel the current Clean Water Act’s agricultural exemptions for storm water runoff and irrigation return flow that have long protected farmers’ rights.
Cycle III Applications Available:  Cycle III applications for the ADFP Trust Fund are now available at www.ncadfp.org/index.htm.   Applications are due December 4, 2009. 

Commodity NEWS
Tobacco Marketing Law Can Take Effect:  A federal judge has turned away an effort to block a new federal law that restricts how tobacco is marketed and gives the U.S. FDA authority over it.  U.S. District Judge Joseph H. McKinley on Thursday denied a preliminary injunction sought by two of the three largest U.S. tobacco companies, who claimed provisions of The Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act violated their right to free speech.  R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., and Lorillard Inc., filed the federal lawsuit in August in Bowling Green, along with several other tobacco companies.  Reynolds says the act has several provisions restricting or banning truthful speech. 

Apple Farmers Upset About Crop Insurance:  Western North Carolina apple farmers are objecting to a proposed change to federal crop insurance that could alter their payout after a catastrophic loss.  The new rule seeks "verifiable records to prove at least 50 percent of their fresh apple acreage was sold as fresh apples in one or more of the three most recent crop years."  Apple farmers say the rule is unfair because they begin the season planning to sell the majority of their crop as fresh apples, but hail and cold weather can damage the apples, making them only viable in the processed market.
Taiwan Officially Expands U.S. Beef Access – With a Catch:  USDA and USTR said Monday that Taiwan's government officially expanded access to U.S. beef but "also announced a number of other additional domestic measures regarding beef and beef products” but did not specify what the "additional domestic measures" were. It was to include a transitional stage in which Taiwan would allow U.S. bone-in, boneless and variety cuts derived from cattle younger than 30 months of age.  But the new measures, according to the Taiwan News, allow Taiwanese quarantine officials to defrost frozen ground beef and offal imported from the United States upon arrival to Taiwan, "effectively serving as a way to block the controversial meat products without violating the protocol."   
People NEWS
Food Advisory Appointments:  House Speaker Joe Hackney has made the following appointments to the North Carolina Sustainable Local Food Advisory Council in accordance with G.S. 106-831(a).  Mr. Uli Bennewitz of The Weeping Radish Farm Brewery as a representative of a business engaged in the processing, packaging, or distribution of food; Andrew Branan of the North Carolina Farm Transition Network, Inc.; Ted Burch of Burch Farms as an organic crop producer; Billy Ray Hall of the North Carolina Rural Economic Development Center; Debbie Hamrick, Director, Specialty Crops, of the North Carolina Farm Bureau Federation; Linda Harris of Townsends as an organic food producer; Phil Hudson of the North Carolina State Grange.  Their appointments will begin an ex-officio member IF  = "an advisory member" "The enclosed memorandum clarifies the responsbilities of the advisory members." "" 
immediately and will expire on July 1, 2012.

University NEWS

Value-Added Program Gets New Name:  NCSU’s Program for Value-Added & Alternative Agriculture became N.C. MarketReady on Oct. 20.  The program was founded in 2006 by Blake Brown, also a professor in the North Carolina State Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, with funding from the North Carolina Tobacco Trust Fund Commission. Since then, the program team, based at the North Carolina Research Campus in Kannapolis, works closely with NCSU’s Plants for Human Health Institute.  The team has received more than $2 million in grant funding and more than 72 percent of its operating budget this fiscal year will be from grants. Learn more at www.ces.ncsu.edu.

NCSU Receives Grant:  NCSU received $1,174,942 from USDA as part of the Organic Agriculture Research and Extension Initiative Grant.  USDA announced more than $19 million in grants have been awarded to universities across the country to solve critical organic agriculture issues through the integration of research, education and extension projects.
Business NEWS
Bayer Cropscience Completes Acquisition of Athenix Corp.:  Athenix Corp., a privately-held independent biotechnology company, is headquartered in Research Triangle Park. The company was purchased for $365 million.  The acquisition of Athenix and its innovative technology platform significantly boosts Bayer CropScience´s ability to make available to growers worldwide novel technology and complete agricultural solutions. Athenix has an extensive herbicide tolerance and insect control trait development platform. The company has the largest collection of Bt genes in the industry – genes that are crucial for insect resistance of plants. Athenix is working on nematode resistance as well, a field where current chemical options are limited.
USDA NEWS  
Ag Secretary Vilsack to Speak at Farm City Luncheon :  The Kiwanis Club of Fayetteville has a high-profile headliner for Farm City Week this year. U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack will be the featured speaker at the Farm City awards luncheon Nov. 20. U.S.  Farmers and Ranchers Urged to Vote in County Committee Elections:  Farm Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Jonathan Coppess said the 2009 FSA county committee elections will begin Nov. 6, with USDA mailing ballots to eligible voters. The deadline to return the ballots to local FSA offices is Dec. 7, 2009.  Eligible voters who do not receive ballots in the coming week can obtain ballots at their local USDA Service Center. 
Mark Your Calendar

NC Board of Agriculture will meet Tuesday, Nov. 10 at 1 p.m., Sen. Bob Martin Eastern Agricultural Center, Williamston.  The meeting is open to the public. The Board will consider increasing rental fees at state-operated farmers markets and agricultural centers .The board also will consider whether to authorize the N.C. SweetPotato Commission to conduct a referendum among growers in 2010. In addition, the Board of Agriculture will vote on whether to confirm an expansion of the state’s imported fire ant quarantine. 
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