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Syngenta is one of the world’s leading companies with more than 26,000 employees in over 90 countries dedicated to one purpose: Bringing plant potential to life.  Through world-class science, global reach and commitment to our customers, we help to increase crop productivity, protect the environment and improve health and quality of life. With North Carolina’s rich agricultural background, we are especially proud to have established roots in this state. Over 1,110 employees across our Greensboro and Research Triangle Park facilities are dedicated to this region and value the innovative atmosphere it cultures. Our $71 million state-of-the-art expansion is scheduled for completion later this year and we look forward to the opportunities it will provide. We are honored to partner with the N.C. Museum of History, the United Way and local food banks. These collaborations have strengthened our relationships with North Carolina businesses and residents – allowing us to contribute to the state’s economy and improve the well-being of our neighbors.  Through research and development, local engagement and increased resources, we know Syngenta will continue to help North Carolina agriculture thrive in the global environment. Learn more at www.syngenta-us.com.

Washington NEWS
Peterson Statement on 2012 Farm Bill During Lame Duck Session: U.S. House Agriculture Committee Ranking Member Collin C. Peterson, D-Minn., urged House Republican leaders to bring the Ag Committee’s bipartisan five-year farm bill to the floor for a vote next week. “The election is over so it’s time to get to work. I’m optimistic that, if given the chance, we have the votes to pass a five-year farm bill. There is no good reason not to vote on the bill when we return next week, before Thanksgiving. This will give us the time we need to work out our differences with the Senate and get a new five-year farm bill signed into law by the end of the year. I remain opposed to an extension of any kind for any time.”
Campaign NEWS

N.C. Election Results:  Republican Pat McCrory will be the first Republican governor in 20 years. The lieutenant governor race is close between Republican Dan Forest and Democrat Linda Coleman with 11,370 votes separating the two, advantage Forest. The race may be headed to a recount after provisional ballots are counted.  For N.C. Commissioner of Insurance, Democrat Wayne Goodwin won, and Republican Cherie Berry won her bid for N.C. Commissioner of Labor. And Republican Steve Troxler won his bid to keep his post as N.C.’s agriculture commissioner.
GOP Keeps Control of General Assembly: Republicans kept control of the N.C. House and Senate, giving the GOP a supermajority in both.  In the House, Republicans won 77 of 120 seats, picking up nine more seats, and Republicans in the Senate won 32 of 50 seats, gaining one more seat. 

U.S. House Results:  In the race for U.S. Congressional seats, Democrats now hold three seats and Republicans hold nine seats.  Democrats lost three seats held by Larry Kissell (NC-8), Brad Miller (NC-13), and Heath Shuler (NC-11), giving Republicans three additional seats for a total of nine seats.  One seat, currently held by Democrat Mike McIntyre, is still undecided. Mike McIntyre’s race with Republican David Rouzer is too close to call and could take a while to settle as votes are canvassed and provisional and military votes are counted. Currently, McIntyre has 50.08 percent and Rouzer has 49.92 percent of the vote. As for the rest of the districts, here’s who won: G.K. Butterfield (D, NC-1), Howard Coble (R, NC-6), Renee Ellmers (R, NC-2), Virginia Foxx (R, NC -5), George Holding (R, NC-13), Richard Hudson (R, NC-8),  Walter B. Jones (R, NC-3), Patrick McHenry (R, NC-10), Mark Meadows (R, NC-11), Robert Pittenger (R, NC-9), David Price (D, NC-4), Mel Watt (D, NC-12).
Prop 37 Fails in CA: California voters defeated Prop 37, which would have required labeling foods that contain GMO.  The proposal had wide support but exclusions in the law concerned biotech, food marketers, and food processors.  Exemptions that would have made for bad policy, according to opponents, included exclusions for a wide range of foods including dairy products and food served at restaurants.

Weather NEWS

Perdue Announces Aid for Hurricane Sandy Recovery: Gov. Bev Perdue announced that financial assistance is available to help permanent residents and business owners in Dare, Currituck, Hyde and Tyrrell counties who suffered property damage from Hurricane Sandy. The aid is a result of the Governor’s request for a disaster declaration by the U.S. Small Business Administration.  Starting on Wednesday, Nov. 14, a U.S. SBA Disaster Loan Outreach Center will open in Kill Devil Hills to help individuals with the application process. The center is located at the Thomas Baum Senior Center, 300 Mustian St. It will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays through Monday, Nov. 19, and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 17. The center will be closed Sunday, Nov. 18. Loans up to $200,000 are available through the SBA to homeowners to repair or replace damaged or destroyed real estate.  Homeowners and renters are also eligible for loans up to $40,000 to repair or replace damaged or destroyed personal property.   Storm victims in Dare County who do not qualify for a federal loan may be eligible for a state grant of up to $30,400 to help pay for housing and other essential needs.  
Legislative NEWS
Paul Stam Looking at Pro Tem Job:   Paul “Skip” Stam, the N.C. House Majority Leader, said it’s time for him to move to a different position.  He’s served in his current leadership position for six years and believes in term limits for leadership.  Stam, a Republican, would replace Rep. Dale Folwell, who left to run for lieutenant governor.  However, the House Republican caucus may consider other people for the post when it meets Nov. 17 to pick its leaders.  Julia Howard of Mocksville has been mentioned as a possibility for the job.
People NEWS

Colleen Church Named Yadkin Extension Director: Colleen Church has been named director of Cooperative Extension programs in Yadkin County. Colleen Church, a North Carolina Cooperative Extension agent in Davie County for the last nine years, has been named to direct Cooperative Extension programs in Yadkin County. She succeeds Nancy Keith, who is now the Iredell County Cooperative Extension director. Church’s appointment as Yadkin director was effective Nov. 1.

Johnson Named CEO of TVA: The Tennessee Valley Authority board of directors announced that William D. Johnson will become president & CEO of the $11 billion federal agency, effective January 1, 2013.  Johnson will succeed Tom Kilgore, who has served as TVA’s first president & CEO since 2006.  Johnson was fired as CEO of Duke Energy shortly after the company merged with Progress Energy over the summer. The TVA, a corporation owned by the U.S. government, provides electricity for business customers and distribution utilities that serve 9 million people in parts of seven southeastern states. 
Environmental NEWS

EPA Seeks Comments on CAFOs: EPA is seeking comments concerning regulation of Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations under the Clean Water Act. The request for comments is in response to requirements of the Regulatory Flexibility Act, which requires that a review on the impacts of regulation, specifically on small business, be conducted by federal agencies following enactment of a regulation. EPA is accepting comments through December 31. 
Commodity NEWS
Video Series on Antibiotic Use in Poultry Production:  To help provide answers to how and why antibiotics are used in the poultry industry, U.S. Poultry & Egg Association has created a series of six short videos. The series is called Poultry Insight and provides information about antibiotic resistance, antibiotic residues, why and when antibiotics are used, who regulates antibiotic use, and what would happen if the poultry industry stopped using antibiotics.  The videos can be viewed at www.uspoultry.org or on YouTube.  

U.S. Berry Market Holds Opportunity:  Rabobank’s Food and Agribusiness Research and Advisory (FAR) group recently released a report predicting that U.S. fresh berries will increase by seven percent over the next three years. However, maintaining profitability due to increased production costs, limited resources, and global competition will be a challenge. The report, titled “The U.S. Fresh Berry Boom -–Who Will Profit from the Growth?”, finds that growers and grower-shippers who increase production efficiency and utilize innovation will likely be successful.  A full copy of the report is available by contacting Rabo AgriFinance.
Business NEWS
Judge Rules in Favor of Nash County: N.C. Superior Court Judge Walter H. Godwin ruled in favor of Nash County after two landowners filed a lawsuit alleging that the county acted improperly in its purchase of land for a proposed Sanderson Farms poultry plant. Two Nash County farmers, Carson Barnes, owner of Barnes Farming Corp., and Clay Strickland, owner of Spring Acres, filed a lawsuit alleging that the county did not hold a public hearing or give proper notice before the land purchase.  The two men wanted the judge to void the purchase.  County attorneys argued that the public hearing held last month and subsequent vote on the land purchase corrected any procedural error.

Gluten-Free Bakery to Locate in Rockingham County: Kalo Foods LLC, a baker of gluten-free gourmet food products, will locate its operations in Rockingham County.  The company plans to create 21 jobs and invest nearly $650,000 over three years in Stokesdale. The project was made possible in part by a $70,000 grant from the One North Carolina Fund. Kalo Foods was created in 2011 to develop and market a unique line of gourmet, gluten-free products and mixes. Kalo’s products are sold under the Geralbaldi and Kalo brands. The company plans to sell these items in the Triad area market as well as through its website.

U.S. Decrease in Cigarette Consumption Slows: Blake Brown, NCSU, and Will Snell, University of Kentucky, released their latest annual report, U.S. Tobacco Situation and Outlook. With large increases in both federal and state excise taxes late last decade, U.S. cigarette consumption had declined from 4 to 8 percent per year from 2007 to 2010. With few further increases in excise taxes, the decline in cigarette consumption slowed to 2.6 percent in 2011. According to the Centers for Disease Control cigarette consumption in 2011 was 292.7 billion cigarettes, down from 435.6 billion in 2000. With increased excise taxes both state and federal revenues from cigarette taxes have risen. With the federal cigarette excise tax rate at $1.01 per pack federal cigarette tax revenues in FY 2011 were $15.1 billion. The median state cigarette excise tax was $1.25 at the end of 2011. In FY 2011 states collected $17.3 billion in revenues from state cigarette taxes.  To read the full report, click here.
Monsanto Announces America's Farmers Grow Communities: The Monsanto Fund announce, for the third year in a row, America’s Farmers Grow Communities, which gives farmers the opportunity to win $2,500 for their favorite community nonprofit organization, such as FFA, 4-H, schools, fire departments, and other civic groups.  Through this program, more than $7.3 million has been donated to rural communities across the country. For more information, please visit www.growcommunities.com.  Deadline is Nov. 30, 2012.
University NEWS

Temple Grandin to Address Carolina Meat Conference: Dr. Temple Grandin, reknown designer of humane livestock facilities, will be the keynote speaker at the second Carolina Meat Conference at the WinMock Dairy and Event Center west of Winston-Salem. The conference will run Dec. 3-4. The conference, a gathering of industry professionals from all sectors of the local and niche meat industry, will feature two days of panel discussions, presentations, workshops, live demonstrations, and a trade show. Grandin, professor of animal science at Colorado State University, is one of the world’s leaders in animal behavior and the design of livestock handling facilities. Now in its second year, the Carolina Meat Conference has received national attention for its program content and its role in encouraging rural economic development in N.C. The cost of the conference includes most meals.  For more information about the Carolina Meat Conference and to register, click here.
NCDA NEWS
NCDA&CS Announces Winners of Specialty-Crop Grants: Seventeen organizations have been selected to receive 22 specialty-crop grants, NCDA&CS announced. According to Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler, “These projects will enhance the competitiveness of the state’s specialty crops in the marketplace, and help local farm families grow more profitable crops.” Following are the grant recipients. Numbers in parentheses denote number of grants an organization received if more than one: Carolina Farm Stewardship Association (2), Columbus County Cooperative Extension Service, N.C. Blueberry Council, N.C. Christmas Tree Association, N.C. Commercial Flower Growers Association, NCDA&CS, N.C. Greenhouse Vegetable Growers Association, N.C. Nursery and Landscape Association, N.C. Potato Association, N.C. Sod Producers Association, N.C. Strawberry Association, N.C. SweetPotato Commission, N.C. Vegetable Growers Association, N.C. State University (5), N.C. Watermelon Association, Preserve Heritage Agriculture and Regional Markets Now, Polk County Office of Agriculture Economic Development. For more info, go to www.NCSpecialtyCropGrant.org.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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