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Since 1948, Franklin Baking Co. in Goldsboro, N. C., has been baking up delicious fresh breads and buns. The bakery’s four production lines turn out 2.5 million pounds of baked foods a week, which the bakery markets to retail and foodservice customers throughout eastern North Carolina and southeast South Carolina. Among Franklin Baking’s top bread brands are Nature’s Own, Cobblestone Mill, Sunbeam, and Bunny. It also markets Blue Bird snack cakes and pastries. Franklin Baking has earned numerous superior scores for food safety from the American Institute of Baking. The company is a subsidiary of Flowers Foods (NYSE: FLO), headquartered in Thomasville, Ga., which is one of the nation’s leading bakery foods companies. For more information, visit www.flowersfoods.com.
Washington NEWS

Foxx Elected to GOP Leadership: U.S. Rep. Virginia Foxx (NC-5) has been elected to secretary of the House Republican Conference.   Foxx has served in the House since 2004. The other House Republican leadership positions for the 113th Congress are as follows: Speaker of the House: Rep. John Boehner (R-OH) ; Majority Leader: Rep. Eric Cantor (R-VA); Majority Whip: Rep. Kevin McCarthy (R-CA); Conference Chairman: Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA); NRCC Chairman: Rep. Greg Walden (R-OR); Policy Committee Chairman: Rep. James Lankford (R-OK); Conference Vice-Chair: Rep. Lynn Jenkins (R-KS); Sophomore Representative: Rep. Tim Scott (R-SC); Freshman Representative: Rep.-elect Ann Wagner (R-MO); Rules Committee Chairman: Rep. Pete Sessions (R-TX). 

House Passes Russia Trade Deal: The U.S. House passed H.R. 6156, the Russia and Moldova Jackson-Vanik Repeal Act of 2012, with a vote of 365-43. This bill ensures that U.S. agricultural producers can benefit from Russia's membership in the World Trade Organization (WTO) by establishing permanent normal trade relations (PNTR). In FY2012, U.S. agricultural exports to Russia exceeded $1.5 billion.
Pelosi Not Stepping Down:  U.S. Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) said she would stay on as House Democratic leader.  There had been some speculation that she might step down.  Pelosi has served for 10 years in the House and was the country’s first female speaker of the House.
Campaign NEWS
McIntyre Declared Winner: U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre was declared the winner in the race for the 7th Congressional District after the vote count was finished late Friday.  McIntyre led Republican David Rouzer by 701 votes according to the State Board of Elections.  This will be the ninth term in Congress for McIntyre, who is scheduled to move to the No. 2 position on the House Ag Committee. Rouzer has until Tuesday to request a recount.
Business NEWS

Sanderson Farms Cancels Plans for Nash County Poultry Plant:  Sanderson Farms announced that Nash County will not be the site for a new poultry processing complex. Sanderson Farms, who made this decision together with the officials of Nash County as a result of various timing issues, had previously announced that sites in Nash County had been selected for the location of a new poultry processing complex. The company has also announced that construction of the new complex remains on hold pending improvement in market fundamentals, including the supply and price of corn and other feed grains.  Commenting on the joint decision, Robby Davis, a member of the Nash County Board of Commissioners who was responsible for recruiting Sanderson Farms to the area, said, "While we are disappointed that Nash County will no longer be considered for this project, we understand the need for certainty with respect to Sanderson Farms' ability to move forward with construction in a timely manner once the other contingencies are met. Unfortunately, various legal challenges will not allow us to meet Sanderson Farms' schedule without the possibility of delay.”

Hostess Brands to Close: Hostess Brands Inc. announced that it is shutting down operations and has filed a motion with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court seeking permission to close its business and sell its assets, including its iconic brands and facilities. Bakery operations have been suspended at all plants. Delivery of products will continue and Hostess Brands retail stores will remain open for several days in order to sell already-baked products.  The board of directors authorized the wind down of Hostess Brands to preserve and maximize the value of the estate after one of the company’s largest unions, the Bakery, Confectionery, Tobacco Workers and Grain Millers International Union (BCTGM), initiated a nationwide strike that crippled the company’s ability to produce and deliver products at multiple facilities. Hostess employed about 600 people in N.C.

Gov. Perdue Chooses State-Federal Partnership: Gov. Bev Perdue declared the state’s intent to establish a state-federal partnership exchange to support implementation of the federal Affordable Care Act (ACA). The governor signaled her support of the grant application to begin N.C.’s health care exchange planning process. By last week, states had to submit grant applications for two of the three options available: full state control or a state-federal partnership. North Carolina missed the opportunity to set up a state-based exchange by 2014, since the legislature did not act on the issue during the last legislative session.  
N.C. Legislative NEWS

GOP Pick Tillis as Speaker, Delay Other Leadership Spots: N.C. Republican leaders met this weekend and unanimously elected Thom Tillis as N.C. House speaker.  This will be Tillis’ second two-year term in the position.  However, GOP leaders postponed voting on other leadership positions until December.  Paul “Skip” Stam, the current House majority leader, Rep. Julia Howard, and Rep. Bert Jones are vying for the pro tem position. 

People NEWS
N.C. Farmer Named as Finalist for Faces of Farming & Ranching Search: The U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance (USFRA) announced the finalists of its Faces of Farming and Ranching program, a nationwide search launched earlier this summer to help put real faces on agriculture. Bo Stone of Rowland, N.C. is among the nine finalists selected.  More than 100 applications were received from farmers and ranchers from across the nation.  The winners will be tapped to share stories and experiences on a national stage to help shift conversations about food production and set the record straight about the way we feed our nation. Through Dec. 15, people can visit http://www.fooddialogues.com to learn more about each of the nine finalists and the work they do.  People are asked to vote for who they believe best represents those across the country who work to bring food to the table. In addition to the public vote, a panel of judges will interview and evaluate the finalists to help determine the winners, which will be announced in early January 2013.

N.C. Ports Names Deputy Executive Director for Operations: The N.C. State Ports Authority appointed Jeff Miles as deputy executive director for operations. Miles began work with the Ports Authority in 2005 as chief operations officer.

Environmental NEWS

EPA Keeps Renewable Fuels Levels in Place: The U.S. EPA announced that the agency has not found evidence to support a finding of severe “economic harm” that would warrant granting a waiver of the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS). The decision is based on economic analyses and modeling done in conjunction with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and U.S. Department of Energy (DOE).  To support the waiver decision, EPA conducted several economic analyses. Economic analyses of impacts in the agricultural sector, conducted with USDA, showed that on average waiving the mandate would only reduce corn prices by approximately one percent. Economic analyses of impacts in the energy sector, conducted with DOE, showed that waiving the mandate would not impact household energy costs. “We recognize that this year’s drought has created hardship in some sectors of the economy, particularly for livestock producers,” said Gina McCarthy, assistant administrator for EPA’s Office of Air and Radiation. “But our extensive analysis makes clear that Congressional requirements for a waiver have not been met and that waiving the RFS will have little, if any, impact.”

EPA's 319 Grant Guidelines Available for Comment:  The draft Section 319 Nonpoint Source Program and Grant Guidelines for States and Territories are available for public review and comment. The guidelines are available here. Comments are due by December 7, 2012. 
Animal Activism NEWS

Vegetarian Group Releases Butterball Video: Mercy for Animals, an animal activist group supporting a vegetarian diet, released a video alleging abuse at several Butterball turkey facilities in N.C. Last year, the group released a similar video filmed at a Butterball turkey facility in Shannon, N.C. that resulted in four employees being fired. According to a story posted at WRAL.com, Butterball has suspended the workers in the video as it conducts an internal investigation.
University NEWS

NCSU Unveils New Milking Center: A new N.C. State University milking center was cause for celebration for North Carolina’s dairy industry Friday Nov. 9. More than 100 people came out to view the new building designed to enhance the university’s teaching, research and extension programs in both food and animal sciences. The center includes milking stalls where about 150 cows are milked twice a day, producing 1,000 gallons a day of milk that’s trucked to Schaub Hall and used in Howling Cow ice cream and other dairy products. The center marks an important milestone in the development of a vertically integrated dairy enterprise system that encompasses not just the dairy farm unit but also the Schaub Hall Dairy Pilot Plant. The milking center modernization is among the first steps in expanding that system. Planning and fund raising are under way for a dairy museum at the farm, as well as a retail creamery and ice cream parlor to be added to Schaub Hall.
Commodity NEWS
Asian Bugs Converging in N.C. and VA: Kudzu bugs rapidly made their way north from Georgia into N.C. and Virginia in recent years, and now the brown marmonated stink bug (BMSB) is making a slow but determined migration south from Pennsylvania into Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, and most recently into North Carolina. The BMSB has caused problems primarily for fruit and grape growers in Virginia.  But the movement of these two pests has entomologists and growers closely monitoring their movements.  This year, it is not yet known the damage caused in Virginia by the two Asian bugs, and in N.C., a few BMSBs have been found in soybean fields bordering Virginia by NCSU Entomologist Jack Bacheler.  Damage to crops could be significant if these two bugs meet, and predictions are that the likely battleground is southeast Virginia and northeast North Carolina. Also of concern is that the BMSB has been found in Virginia counties where soybeans and cotton are grown. Unfortunately, the BMSB is better equipped to penetrate older cotton than native pests, according to Virginia Tech Entomologist and State IPM Leader Ames Herbert.

Eggs Set, Chicks Placed Drop: Eggs set in incubators dropped 2 percent to 191 million eggs for the week ending Nov. 10, 2012.  USDA reported that average hatchability was 85 percent, and broilers placed 147 million chicks, a decrease of 3 percent.  Cumulative placements were 7.29 billion, a 2 percent drop, for the period of Jan. 1 through Nov. 10.
September Pork Exports Steady; Beef Exports Lower: U.S. pork exports in September were steady with last year’s volume, while beef exports were well below a year ago. Despite sluggish volumes, however, the value of both pork and beef exports through the third quarter of 2012 remains ahead of last year’s record-setting pace, according to statistics released by USDA and compiled by the U.S. Meat Export Federation (USMEF).  September pork exports reached 183,853 metric tons (mt), slightly exceeding last year’s total. Though export value declined 6 percent compared to last year to $505 million, it was about 2 percent higher than the August value of $495.5 million.  For January through September, pork exports were up 2 percent in volume at 1.657 million metric tons and up 6 percent in value to $4.6 billion. With fewer production days this year, September beef production declined 9 percent and exports fell 17 percent in volume to 90,538 mt. September export value dropped 4 percent to $442.8 million, but was significantly higher on a per-head-of-fed-slaughter basis – increasing 7 percent to $227.65.  Despite January-September beef export volume being down 12 percent to 850,439 mt, export value totaled $4.1 billion. This was 2 percent above last year’s record pace and already exceeded the 2010 full calendar year total of $4.08 billion. Mexico remains the leading volume market for U.S. pork and ranks second in value to Japan. Mexico remains the leading volume market for U.S. beef, but exports to Mexico have struggled in 2012- reflecting a weak peso and sluggish economy. Japan now ranks second in U.S. beef export value to Canada.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar

HYPERLINK "http://www.ciclt.net/sn/cal/c_monthly.aspx?ClientCode=ncagbc&Month=&Year=" \t "_blank".
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