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Monty’s Plant Food Company, founded in 1997, manufactures plant and soil enhancement products. By utilizing proprietary technology we harness the power of purified humics and combine them with traditional macro and micro nutrients to develop innovative plant and soil solutions that are productive, economically feasible, and environmentally sound. More than a ‘fertilizer’ company, Monty’s is a technology company using advanced science to promote a more sustainable solution to the production of food and fiber internationally. Monty’s Plant Food company began not as a company but as a passion; a passion to find the best quality plant food. Monty Justice was looking for a balanced pH product that would not add salts to the soil while still maintaining excellent nutrition for his own roses, which he grew for competition. However, no such product existed in the early 1980’s. Instead of giving up, Justice decided he would just invent one. And, he did. Even though we are now delivering our product in larger containers than we once used for mixing a week’s supply, you can count on Monty’s Plant Food to continue to search for products that will benefit plants and the people who raise them.
Washington NEWS

N.C. Group Wants National Fiscal Solution: A new group founded by North Carolinian Erskine Bowles and Alan Simpson, a former U.S. senator from Wyoming, is lobbying to find a bipartisan solution to the nation’s debt crisis.   Democrat Jim Hunt and Republican Jim Holshouser, former N.C. governors, held a press conference last week announcing the launch of the N.C. chapter of Fix the Debt. There are 17 chapters across the country.  According to the Fix the Debt website, the campaign will mobilize key communities-including leaders from business, government, and policy-and people all across America who want to see elected officials step up to solve the nation's fiscal challenges. For more info, go to www.fixthedebt.org.

Administration to Move on Food Safety Rules: The Food Safety Modernization Act was signed into law almost two years ago but the main provisions have yet to be implemented.  Now that the election is over, there is speculation that the Administration will now move quickly on the new rules. According to the FDA, several of the key rules are under review by the Office of Management Budget (OMB). A spokeswoman for the OMB said that they are working “expeditiously” to enact the new legislation but that they want to make sure these complex rules are thoroughly evaluated.
Campaign NEWS
Rouzer Calls for Recount: Republican state Sen. David Rouzer has asked for a recount in the race for the U.S. 7th District seat currently held by Democratic Rep. Mike McIntyre.  McIntyre was declared the winner last week after recanvassing gave him a 655-vote lead over Rouzer.  Rouzer said, “Considering this is the closest congressional race in the country and in light of the irregularity previously found in Bladen County, which significantly reduced the vote margin at that time, I have decided to request a mandatory recount of the votes cast in the 7th Congressional District as allowed by law.”  Lachlan McIntosh, campaign manager for McIntyre, said, “While we respect the legal right for a recount, it is unfortunate that taxpayer dollars, time, and resources will be spent on a process that has been closely monitored. All twelve county boards of elections in the 7th District have carefully reviewed the votes and the results have already shown Mike McIntyre to be the winner.” 

Coleman Concedes to Forest: Democratic candidate for lieutenant governor Linda Coleman conceded the race to Republican Dan Forest.  Coleman was behind by nearly 6,900 votes and is allowed to request a recount because she was less than 10,000 votes short.  Coleman said that a recount would not alter the result and would cost taxpayers almost $1.5 million.
People NEWS

North Carolinian Will Serve as U.S. Textile Industry Representative: U.S. Senator Kay Hagan announced that North Carolinian John Bakane, CEO of Sanford-based Frontier Spinning Mills, has been named the U.S. textile industry representative on the Export-Import Bank Advisory Committee. Hagan successfully fought for the creation of the seat to provide a greater voice for the textile industry. Bakane’s role on the bank’s advisory committee will be to provide recommendations on export financing products to the Ex-Im board of directors and the bank president, Fred Hochberg.  Bakane has worked for three decades in the textile industry, serving as chief financial officer and chief executive officer of Cone Mills Corporation and Cone Denim before becoming the CEO of Frontier Spinning Mills. Ex-Im Bank is an independent federal agency that helps create and maintain U.S. jobs by filling gaps in private export financing at no cost to American taxpayers. Last year alone in North Carolina, the Export-Import Bank supported more than 3,300 jobs and $456 million in exports. Since 2007, the Bank has supported more than $1.8 billion in export sales by 169 North Carolina companies, the majority of which were small businesses. 
Immigration NEWS

Deportation Reprieve Applications Put N.C. in Top 10: North Carolina ranked sixth in the country for deportation reprieve applications.  Last summer, the Obama Administration announced that illegal immigrants brought to the U.S. illegally by their parents before the age of 16 could apply for a temporary, two-year work permit and avoid deportation  From N.C., more than 11,000 applied, putting the state behind California, Texas, New York, Florida, and Illinois.  Georgia and Virginia also made the top 10.
Environmental NEWS

Sea Turtle Nests Increase on N.C.’s Coast: This nesting season, sea turtles laid more than 1,000 nests along N.C.’s coastline, making the period from May through October the third busiest season in the state’s history. According to Matthew Godfrey, biologist with the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission, this year’s nest numbers, 1,103 in all, represent a 14 percent increase over last year. But, he adds, this year wasn’t the best ever and nest numbers are cyclical-some years are up and some are down. Since 2008, nests have been on the rise but sea turtles are still endangered.  Loggerheads, Kemp’s Ridley, and green sea turtles nest on N.C. beaches. 
Coyotes Get a Break:  Night hunting of coyotes has been allowed for about two months, but last week a Wake County judge put a temporary halt to the  hunting in five counties- Dare, Terrell, Beaufort, Hyde, and Washington.  The change is meant to protect the endangered red wolf.  Since the coyote hunting began, four red wolves have been shot.  Because the two species are difficult to tell apart, it is suspected that the wolves were shot accidentally.
Business NEWS
Funding Approved for Design of Pellet-Handling Facility at Ports: The N.C. State Ports Authority board voted in favor of spending up to $5 million for the design of a wood pellet-handling facility at the Port of Morehead City. Barnhill Contracting Co., the lowest-bidding contractor, has been approved to spend up to $41.5 million on design and construction of the facility. The board is planning a similar project at the Port of Wilmington and expects to send out requests for proposals in the upcoming weeks.  Pellets are used in Europe by utility companies to produce energy.
S&D Coffee Expansion to Create 200 Jobs: S&D Coffee, a privately-owned manufacturing and distribution company that produces coffee, tea and other beverages, will expand its presence in Concord. The company plans to create 200 jobs over the next five years and invest $97 million. The project was made possible in part by state grants from the Job Development Investment Grant and the One North Carolina Fund award.

New Foreign Trade Council to Promote Ports: New Hanover County Commissioners approved the creation of a temporary organizational committee that would establish a foreign trade promotion council. The council would work to attract business to the Port of Wilmington and establish foreign trade zones beyond the port.  Commissioner Rick Catlin has been working to get the council going for over a year.

Syngenta to Acquire Sunfield Seeds: Syngenta announced that it will acquire Sunfield Seeds, a US-based provider of sunflower seeds production and processing services to more than 30 countries.  The sunflower seeds market is currently valued at around $1 billion, of which more than 75 % comes from emerging markets. The transaction is expected to close by the end of 2012. 

Commodity NEWS

North Carolina Sets Record Peanut and Soybean Yields:  USDA’s NASS N.C. Field Office released a crop report on Nov. 9. For N.C., peanut yield per acre is forecast at 3,800 pounds, up 100 pound from the October 1 estimate and a new record. Production is forecast at 402.8 million pounds, up 38% from last year’s production. Harvested acres are projected at 106,000 acres, up 25,000 acres from 2011.Soybean yield is forecast to average 36 bushels per acre, 2 bushels above the record yield set in 2009. Production is forecast to total 55.4 million bushels, up 34% from last year. Harvested acres are projected at 1.54 million acres, up 180,000 acres from 2011. Corn for grain yield is forecast at 120 bushels per acre, unchanged from the October 1 forecast. Production is forecast to total 93.6 million bushels, 37% more than last year’s production of 68.5 million. Harvested acres are forecast at 780,000 acres, down 35,000 acres from 2011. Cotton yield is forecast at 910 pounds per acre, unchanged from the October 1 forecast. Production is forecast at 1,100,000 bales, up 7% from last year’s production of 1,026,000 bales. Harvested acres are expected to total 580,000 acres compared with 800,000 acres harvested in 2011. To read the full report, click here.

N.C. Christmas Tree Season: A 19-foot Fraser fir left Peak Farms in Jefferson Saturday destined for Washington, D.C. as the official 2012 White House Christmas Tree. Additional trees from Cool Springs Nursery in Banner Elk were also chosen for the residence of the vice president. “This is the first time the White House tree and vice president’s tree have come from the same state,” said N.C. Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler.  Choose-and-cut tree farms just opened in the mountains and foothills for families. “A cold fall and good amount of moisture have really helped us have an excellent crop this year,” said Troxler.  North Carolina ranks second in the nation in Christmas tree production, and more than 5 million trees are harvested annually.  North Carolina is also the second-largest producer of another holiday decorating favorite, poinsettias. In 2011, the state produced more than 4.4 million poinsettias and generated cash receipts of $17.6 million.

Rise in Eggs Set and Chicks Placed: Commercial hatcheries set 196 million eggs, a slight increase over the same week last year, for the week ending Nov. 17, 2012.  According to USDA’s latest report, average hatchability hit 85 percent.   Chicks placed for meat production topped 156 million, a 2 % increase. Cumulative placements totaled 7.45 billion, a 2% decrease.
Report Highlights Pork Producer Commitment to Continuous Improvement: The National Pork Board released its 2012 Pork Industry Progress Report, Responsible Farming. Our Heritage. Our Future. "Principles guide pork producers' actions on a daily basis, and the six We CareSM ethical principles emphasize what producers have been doing for years," says Chris Novak, National Pork Board CEO. Highlights from the report include: In the past five years, pork producers have invested more than $1.3 million in research to support issues associated with pork safety; PQA Plus individual certifications reached an all-time high of more than 55,000 this year, and PQA Plus site assessments were conducted on more than 16,000 U.S. farms. Data from a 50-year study (1959 to 2009) revealed that productivity gains in pork production went hand in hand with decreases in environmental impacts. To read the full report, click here.
USDA NEWS
USDA Report: Potential Farm-Level Effects of Eliminating Direct Payments: According to a recent report by USDA’s Economic Research Service, if direct payments were eliminated, many agricultural producers would be affected, both through the loss of income and potential declines in land values and rental rates. This report considers the potential contribution of direct payments to farm revenues and land values across farm commodities and regions and estimates the magnitude of the financial impact on participating farms should direct payments be eliminated. Direct payments are highest relative to crop revenues in parts of the Northern Plains, Southern Plains, Mountain, Delta, and Southeast regions, and the estimated effect of direct payments on cropland values also is relatively high in many of these regions. Overall, the analysis suggests that an abrupt end to the direct payment program could reduce the number of farms with a favorable financial status by about 11,000 nationally, or about 2 % of farms that received direct payments in 2009. The estimated effect varies regionally and is more pronounced in the Delta and Southeast regions, where direct payments per farm tend to be higher, on average, than elsewhere. To read the full report, click here.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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