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Monty’s Plant Food Company, founded in 1997, manufactures plant and soil enhancement products. By utilizing proprietary technology we harness the power of purified humics and combine them with traditional macro and micro nutrients to develop innovative plant and soil solutions that are productive, economically feasible, and environmentally sound. More than a ‘fertilizer’ company, Monty’s is a technology company using advanced science to promote a more sustainable solution to the production of food and fiber internationally. Monty’s Plant Food company began not as a company but as a passion; a passion to find the best quality plant food. Monty Justice was looking for a balanced pH product that would not add salts to the soil while still maintaining excellent nutrition for his own roses, which he grew for competition. However, no such product existed in the early 1980’s. Instead of giving up, Justice decided he would just invent one. And, he did. Even though we are now delivering our product in larger containers than we once used for mixing a week’s supply, you can count on Monty’s Plant Food to continue to search for products that will benefit plants and the people who raise them.
Weather NEWS

N.C. Crops Spared Sandy’s Fury: With nearly half of N.C.’s cotton and soybean crops still to be harvested in eastern N.C., the damage from wind and rain still isn’t certain. But veteran North Carolina Crop Consultant Bill Peele in Washington N.C. said that damage to crops in N.C. could have been a lot worse.  Had Sandy’s path veered farther west, growers would be dealing with serious damage.  
Animal Activism NEWS
Two More Pledge to Eliminate Gestation Stalls: Carnival Corp. and Target have announced plans to eliminate gestations stalls from its pork supply chain.  Carnival Corp., the world’s largest cruise company, and Target set a deadline of 2022 to make the transition.
Campaign NEWS
Do Farmers Prefer Obama or Romney?: Nearly 1900 farmers share their preference for president at an online survey.  Click here to view the results.
N.C. Early Voting Passes 2008 Record: People voting early in N.C. have broken the 2008 record of 2.6 million. Before the end of Saturday, more than 2.7 million had voted, either in person or by mail.  According to a story in the News & Observer, more than 47 % of those voters were Democrats, more than 31% were Republicans, and 20% were unaffiliated.  The Obama and Romney campaigns have sent email messages and made phone calls urging people to vote early. Final early voting totals are expected to be available on Monday.

People NEWS

Triangle Land Conservancy Announces New Executive Director: Triangle Land Conservancy (TLC) has tapped Chad Jemison to serve as its executive director.  Jemison is a 15-year veteran in the environmental field, most recently working with Scenic Hudson Land Trust in New York.  Jemison started in the position last week and replaced Kevin Brice who resigned in April.
Commodity NEWS

N.C.  Crop Production Up: The N.C. field office of the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics released the N.C. crop report on Oct. 11.  Corn for grain yield is forecast at 120 bushels per acre, unchanged from the September 1 forecast. Production is forecast to total 93.6 million bushels, 37% more than last year’s production of 68.5 million. Harvested acres are forecast at 780,000 acres, down 35,000 acres from 2011. Cotton yield is forecast at 910 pounds per acre, up 41 pounds from the September 1 forecast of 869 pounds per acre. Production is forecast at 1,100,000 bales, up 7% from last year’s production of 1,026,000 bales. Harvested acres are expected to total 580,000 acres compared with 800,000 acres harvested in 2011. Peanut yield per acre is forecast at 3,700 pounds, unchanged from the September 1 estimate. Production is forecast at 392.2 million pounds, up 34% from last year’s production. Harvested acres are projected at 106,000 acres, up 25,000 acres from 2011.Soybean yield is forecast to average 35 bushels per acre, 1 bushel above the record yield set in 2009. Production is forecast to total 53.9 million bushels, up 30% from last year. Harvested acres are projected at 1.54 million acres, up 180,000 acres from 2011. Flue-cured tobacco yield per acre is forecast at 2,400 pounds, unchanged from the September 1 estimate. Production is forecast at 394 million pounds, 59% higher than the 248 million pounds produced in 2011. Acres for harvest are estimated at 164,200, up 4,200 acres from last year. To read the full report, click here.

Eggs Up, Pig Crop Down in N.C.: The N.C. field office of the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics released the N.C. farm report on Oct. 26.  For the south Atlantic region, broiler-type eggs in incubators on September 1, 2012 totaled 228,274,000. The total was up 1% from the September 1, 2011 total of 227,128,000 eggs. The total number of egg-type eggs in incubators on September 1, 2012 increased 2% from 4,885,000 eggs in 2011 to 4,959,000.  N.C. producers intend to farrow 440,000 sows during the September – November 2012 quarter and 445,000 sows during the December 2012 – February 2013 quarter. The state’s pig crop during the June – August 2012 period totaled 4.46 million head, down 1% from the same period last year. The number of pigs saved per litter during the June – August 2012 quarter averaged 9.9, which is up from the 9.85 pigs saved during the same quarter last year. Hogs and pigs on N.C. farms on September 1, 2012 totaled 9.2 million head, up 6% from June 1.  To read the full report, click here.
2013 Antibiotic Residue Prevention Manual Now Available: The National Milk Producers Federation (NMPF) has released a revised version of its Milk and Dairy Beef Drug Residue Prevention Manual for 2013. The Milk and Dairy Beef Drug Residue Prevention Manual is a concise review of appropriate antibiotic use in dairy animals. The manual is a quick resource to review those antibiotics approved for dairy animals and can also be used as an educational tool for farm managers as they develop their on-farm best management practices necessary to avoid milk and meat residues.  The manual can be found online.
Business NEWS

Chinese Horticulture Trade Team Visits Western N.C.: A visiting Chinese horticulture trade delegation made stops in Yancey, McDowell, Buncombe, Catawba and Burke counties as part of an inbound trade mission to North Carolina and West Virginia. The six-person team included landscape architects and horticulture buyers from Beijing and a reporter for China Flower and Garden News. The visits, which took place Oct. 24-27, were sponsored by the Southern United States Trade Association. International marketing staff with the NCDA&CS helped coordinate the North Carolina stops. “This is the second visit to the region by a Chinese horticulture team in just over a year, which is encouraging for our nursery industry,” said Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler. “The delegation looked at this trip as an important step toward diversifying their U.S. purchases by adding East Coast nurseries to their supplier base.” The team visited Carolina Native Nursery in Burnsville, Benfield Nursery in Marion, Biltmore Estate and Gardens in Asheville, Hawks Ridge Nursery in Hickory and Fitzgerald Nursery in Morganton. Peter Thornton, the department’s assistant director for international marketing, said the Chinese team indicated it would make purchases totaling about $200,000 from N.C. nurseries in the next six months.

N.C. Named America’s ‘Top Business Climate’:  Gov. Bev Perdue announced that North Carolina ranked as the nation’s “Top Business Climate,” according to Site Selection magazine. It is the tenth time in the last 12 years the state has taken the top honor in the annual ranking by Site Selection, one of the nation’s premier economic development magazines. Over the past year, executives from some of the world’s most respected corporations that chose to locate or expand in North Carolina identified the state’s wealth of talented and skilled labor, the outstanding custom training programs, a solid transportation infrastructure, the low cost of doing business, and a high quality of life as competitive advantages found in North Carolina.  The article can be found at  www.siteselection.com.

N.C. Receives Federal Grant to Increase Small Business Exports:  The N.C. Department of Commerce is the recipient of a $945,000 grant from the U.S. Small Business Administration under the State Trade and Export Promotion program (STEP) that will help increase exporting by small businesses over the next year. This is the second year that N.C. has received STEP funds.  Due to the success of N.C.’s program last year, the state’s grant has expanded from $603,000 to $945,000 for 2012-2013. In North Carolina, the STEP grant will be used to expand the ITD assistance initiative called N.C. Passport to Export, which gives companies access to new market research, increase export education, help companies access global trade shows and new foreign markets, support events in China, Europe and the Middle East, and provide assistance with global branding opportunities. For more information on the NC Passport to Export program, click here.

Lincolnton Furniture Receives Governor’s Award for Excellence in Workforce Development: Gov. Bev Perdue announced the Governor’s Awards for Excellence in Workforce Development, which recognizes companies and individuals for their outstanding accomplishments and contributions in helping North Carolina achieve its workforce development goals. Lincolnton Furniture Company, located in Lincolnton, received the award due its contribution to a small but growing trend called “reshoring” or bringing jobs back to America. The company is a specialty furniture maker that has re-started operations at a once vacant plant. Lincolnton Furniture opened its doors in December 2011 with a workforce of 60 workers and expects to expand to 130 workers by the end of 2012.

NCDA NEWS

Food Facility Registration: Who, How and When?: The Bioterrorism Act of 2002 and the Food Safety Modernization Act are federal laws that require certain types of food facilities to register certain information with the FDA. Although food facilities have been required to register under the Bioterrorism Act of 2002, the Food Safety Modernization Act now requires that these facilities provide food product category information as part of the registration process. There is now also a new biennial renewal requirement.  The NCDA&CS Food and Drug Protection Division has developed a helpful document to help food facilities, and certain farms, determine whether they need to register and to provide information on the registration process. The document can be found here. 
USDA NEWS  
FSA Urges Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County Committee Elections: The 2012 FSA county committee elections will begin on Monday, Nov. 5 with the mailing of ballots to eligible voters. New county committee members provide input and make important decisions on the local administration of disaster and conservation programs. Eligible voters who do not receive ballots in the coming week can obtain ballots from their local USDA Service Center.  The deadline to return the ballots to local FSA offices is Dec. 3, 2012. Ballots returned by mail must also be postmarked no later than Dec. 3. Newly elected committee members and their alternates will take office Jan. 1, 2013.

Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for November: The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for November 2012. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for November is 0.125 percent, unchanged from October. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during November 2012 is 1.125 percent, unchanged from October. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for November are as follows, 1.125 percent with seven-year loan terms, unchanged from October; 1.750 percent with 10-year loan terms, unchanged from October and; 2.000 percent with 12-year loan terms, unchanged from October. The maximum discount rate applicable for November 2012 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from October. 
USDA Ag prices October Report: The preliminary All Farm Products Index of Prices Received by Farmers in October, at 210 percent, based on 1990-1992=100, increased 17 points (8.8 percent) from September. The Crop Index is up 15 points (6.7 percent) and the Livestock Index increased 4 points (2.6 percent). Producers received higher prices for milk, hogs, grapes, and corn and lower prices for eggs, apples, lettuce, and soybeans. Increased monthly movement of soybeans, corn, grain sorghum, and cottonseed offset the decreased marketing of wheat, milk, cattle, and grapes.  The preliminary All Farm Products Index is up 25 points (14 percent) from October 2011. The Food Commodities Index, at 194, increased 14 points (7.8 percent) from last month and increased 20 points (11 percent) from October 2011. The October Index of Prices Paid for Commodities and Services, Interest, Taxes, and Farm Wage Rates (PPITW) is 220 percent of the 1990-1992 average. The index is up 2 points (0.9 percent) from September and 15 points (7.3 percent) above October 2011. Higher prices in October for complete feeds, concentrates, nitrogen, and feeder cattle offset lower prices for mixed fertilizer, supplements, gasoline, and diesel. To read the full report, click here. 
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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