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Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com.

Weather & Drought NEWS
N.C. Counties Receive Disaster Declaration: U.S. Ag Secretary Thomas Vilsack issued a disaster declaration for 35 counties in N.C. to help farmers recover from the devastating tornadoes and hurricanes of 2011. Farmers in designated counties have until September 10, 2012 to apply for disaster assistance to cover crop losses. Counties under the agricultural disaster declaration include: Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Carteret, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Duplin, Edgecombe, Franklin, Greene, Halifax, Hyde, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, Martin, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Pitt, Sampson, Tyrrell, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Wayne, Wilson. Agricultural entities in Bladen, Brunswick, Chatham, Durham, Gates, Granville, Harnett, Hertford, Hoke, Perquimans, Robeson, Sampson, Wake, and Wilson counties may be eligible for Farm Service Assistance loans.  Farmers can apply for assistance through the Farm Service Agency office for N.C. at 919-875-4800.

Gov. Requests SBA Loan Assistance for Tornado Survivors: Gov. Bev Perdue asked the U.S. Small Business Administration to provide low-interest loans to residents in Burke and Rutherford counties who suffered losses from the tornadoes that struck last week. “We will aggressively pursue any available assistance for those who suffered losses in the tornadoes and need help rebuilding or repairing their homes and businesses,” Gov. Perdue said. “We hope to hear back from the SBA early next week.”
People NEWS

North Carolina's Electric Cooperatives Announce New CEO: North Carolina Electric Membership Corporation’s (NCEMC) board of directors has named Joseph (Joe) P. Brannan as chief executive officer of the organization and affiliated companies, headquartered in Raleigh, N.C.  Brannan currently serves as senior vice president of power supply and chief operating officer of the NC Electric Membership Corporation. He will succeed Richard (Rick) K. Thomas, who has led the company since 2006 and recently announced his retirement effective at the end of April 2012.

Murphy-Brown President to Retire: The president of the Murphy-Brown division of Smithfield Foods Inc., Jerry Godwin, will retire effective July 31. Godwin ran the Warsaw, N.C.-based livestock production arm of Smithfield for 10 years. Robert W. Manley IV, executive vice president and chief financial officer, will serve as president in addition to his current duties after Godwin retires.

Washington NEWS
Bill Would Ban Downed Livestock: U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-Queens/L.I.) has reintroduced legislation, Downed Animal and Food Safety Protection Act (H.R. 3704), that would permanently prohibit all downed animals from entering the nation’s food chain and require that these animals be humanely euthanized. Ackerman has long introduced the bill but the legislation was largely ignored until 2003, when the first confirmed case of mad cow disease in the U.S. prompted the USDA to impose a loose and temporary version of Ackerman’s measure. It was then expanded in 2009, when the USDA banned the slaughtering of downed cattle and mandated that these animals be euthanized. The bipartisan bill would make the ban on downer cattle permanent. Under current law, the USDA can loosen or repeal their rules at any time. The congressman’s measure would also apply the ban to all livestock –not just cattle – and close an existing loophole that permits the slaughter of downed calves. Ackerman’s measure has been referred to the House Committee on Agriculture where it is presently pending.
Campaign NEWS

Snow Wants a Rematch: Former N.C. Sen. John Snow announced his intent to run for the N.C. Senate District 50 seat.  Snow, a Democrat, held the seat for six years until he lost to Republican Jim Davis in 2010.

McGee Not Running for 75th District Seat: N.C. Rep. Bill McGee said he will not seek re-election for the 75th District seat.  The post represents a good portion of southern and southeastern Forsyth County. McGee, who has held the seat for 10 years, said he wants to spend more time with his family and that it’s time for someone else to hold the seat. The chairman of the Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Board of Education, Republican Donny Lambeth, plans to run for the seat.  

Forest to Run for Lieutenant Governor: Dan Forest, a Raleigh architect and son of Congresswoman Sue Myrick of Charlotte, announced his plan to run for the GOP nomination for lieutenant governor.  Democrat Walter Dalton currently holds the post.  Forest will face Tony Gurley, Wake County Commissioner, for the GOP nomination.

Fuel & Energy NEWS
One of N.C.’s Largest Solar Farms Debuts in Kings Mountain: A total of 22,000 new solar panels in Cleveland County, N.C. are now operational, generating enough power for 616 average-sized homes in the region. The facility, named Kings Mountain Solar, was developed by Chapel Hill-based Strata Solar. It joins a growing list of projects in N.C. and is one of the largest in the state. Under a 20-year contract, Duke Energy Carolinas will purchase all of the energy and renewable energy credits generated from the site.
Immigration NEWS
New Proposal for Immigrant Applications: Undocumented immigrants may be able to stay in the country while they apply for a visa. The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services agency (USCIS) is publishing a rule in the Federal Register that would allow undocumented immigrants with immediate relatives who are U.S. citizens to remain in the U.S. while their application is being processed, which can take 3 to 10 years to complete. The applicant does have to demonstrate that leaving the country while their application is processing would create an extreme hardship. Under current rules, the undocumented immigrant would have to leave the country while the paperwork is being reviewed.
Environmental NEWS

State Report Assesses State’s Environmental Quality: Environmental indicators show significant improvement in air and water quality in N.C., according to the 2011 State of the Environment Report released by the N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources.  Highlights of the report include: air quality has improved substantially since the 1980s; the majority of the state’s lakes, streams, and rivers have good water quality; however, about 40 percent of the state’s waters are impaired by such pollutants as mercury, bacteria, and large amounts of sediment; the state has made significant progress in addressing nutrient pollution; water shortage response plans have been developed to improve the state’s drought response; after a decade of strong growth, the rate of land conservation has declined since 2009. However, the state continues to work on protection of key parcels, focusing on acquiring lands critical for water quality protection, wildlife habitat, recreation, agriculture and military activities. The report can be found at www.ncdenr.gov.
USDA NEWS 
USDA Announces Tobacco Transition Program Payments: USDA will begin issuing Tobacco Transition Payment Program (TTPP) payments to quota holders and producers. Quota holders and producers can enter into successor-in-interest contracts beginning Jan. 17, 2012, which would enable them to receive lump-sum payments from private entities by selling the remaining three TTPP payments. A total of approximately $7.2 billion will have been paid to tobacco quota holders and producers with this seventh round of payments. 
USDA Extends Conservation Stewardship Program Sign-Up: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has extended the cut-off date for the current Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) ranking period to January 27, 2012. Producers who maintain a high level of conservation on their land and agree to adopt higher levels of stewardship are eligible for CSP payments.  Visit your local NRCS office for more info.
Business NEWS
Foothills Pilot Plant is Now Open For Processing Services: Foothills Pilot Plant, located in Marion, N.C., is now open for small-scale meat processing.  Foothills Pilot Plant (FPP) is a non-profit facility created for poultry and rabbit processing to serve independent growers seeking USDA and FDA inspection of their meat products. The facility processes chickens, turkeys, rabbits, and other specialty fowl on a fee for service basis. FPP also serves as a center for learning best practices for small flock production of poultry and small scale production of meat rabbits. The majority of the funding for the project came from N.C. Golden LEAF Foundation, the N.C. Rural Center, and the Appalachian Regional Commission.  The plant’s goal is to process 50,000 to 60,000 birds the first year.  Tennessee is the next closest location for processing poultry.

Cape Fear Farm Credit Scholarship Applications Available: Cape Fear Farm Credit is accepting applications for their scholarship program.  High School seniors residing in Bladen, Brunswick, Columbus, Cumberland, Duplin, Harnett, Hoke, New Hanover, Pender, Robeson, Sampson, and Scotland counties are eligible.  All Cape Fear Farm Credit scholarships focus on the areas of academic excellence, community involvement, leadership, and commitment to southeastern N.C. agriculture and rural development. Scholarship applications are available at any Cape Fear Farm Credit office or by calling 800-368-5819 x3238. Complete applications must be received no later than March 2, 2012. 

N.C. Pork Council Conference: For the third straight year, NCPC will be hosting the annual N.C. Pork Conference in conjunction with the Southern Farm Show at the N.C. State Fairgrounds in Raleigh. Conference events will begin Thursday, February 2nd and run through the morning on Friday, February 3rd. All conference events at the fairgrounds on Thursday are free. For more information, please contact Ann Edmondson at NCPC at 919-781-0361 or at ann@ncpork.org. 
Commodity NEWS
N.C. Pest Program to Save Sweet Potatoes: Wireworms pose a significant problem for N.C. sweet potatoes, which account for nearly half of U.S. sweet potato production.  A multi-state research program and the addition of Mark Abney to NCSU’s research and extension program are providing a consistent treatment for growers. Abney worked on a regional USDA project to determine which pests were damaging sweet potatoes. The verdict: wireworms. Prior to 2006, wireworm treatment involved a pre-plant insecticide followed by foliar applications during the growing season.  However, the treatment didn’t kill wireworms below ground.  Abney’s plan: avoid fields with a history of corn in the rotation in the field; use a preplant insecticide; apply preplant materials as close to transplanting as possible; and lastly, apply a soil barrier treatment. This strategy also uses fewer pesticides, decreasing the impact to the environment. It is estimated that the new program saved growers $250 million in 2010.

Poultry Placements Continue Decline: Commercial hatcheries continue setting fewer eggs in incubators.  For the week ending Jan. 7, 193 million eggs were set, a 6 percent decrease. According to USDA, average hatchability was 85 percent.  Broiler growers placed 162 million chicks, a 4 percent drop.
NCDA NEWS

Small-Business Workshop on Preventing a Food Recall: NCDA&CS and the N.C. Food Safety and Defense Task Force are hosting a workshop Jan. 31 titled “Protecting Your Business, Preventing a Recall,” geared for small food businesses. Topics to be covered include the economics of food recalls, a retail company’s perspective about a food recall, how to communicate with the public and your customers if a recall is needed, common and avoidable mistakes in the food chain and a risk-based approach to preventing foodborne disease outbreaks. The workshop, which is designed for certified home kitchen food entrepreneurs, shared-use kitchen food businesses, food processing/packaging businesses, and meat processing facilities, will be held at the Union County Cooperative Extension Building in Monroe from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. The cost is $20 and includes lunch and materials. The registration deadline is Jan. 22. For more information, contact Annette Dunlap at 919-707-3117 or email at annette.dunlap@ncagr.gov.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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