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North Carolina’s electric cooperatives serve more than 2.5 million people across North Carolina in 93 of the state’s 100 counties. The 26 electric cooperatives are private, independent and not-for-profit entities committed to providing a high standard of service to residential, commercial, industrial and agricultural customers with at-cost electric service. Each of North Carolina’s electric cooperatives is governed by a board of directors elected from its membership. Members are also owners. North Carolina’s electric cooperatives emphasize the importance of community involvement, integrity, accountability and innovation. 
Washington NEWS

House Extends Farm Bill: The US House voted to extend the current farm bill through Jan. 31, 2014.  The bill, HR 3695, passed by voice vote after a short debate. House Ag Committee Chairman Frank Lucas (R-OK) filed the extension. He said, “I am confident we’ll work through them and finish a farm bill in January.  Concurrent with our ongoing discussions this week, I will file legislation to extend the current farm bill through January to allow us to finish our work without the threat that permanent law will be implemented.  Having this option on the table is the responsible thing to do in light of our tight deadline." On Friday, the four  principal negotiators (House Ag Committee Chairman Frank Lucas, R-OK.; House Ag ranking member Collin Peterson, D-MN.; Senate Ag Committee Chairman Debbie Stabenow, D-MI.; and Senate Ag ranking member Thad Cochran, R-MS) of the farm bill met on Friday.  Lucas said they had a productive meeting and that they have reached agreement on the commodity title, crop insurance and the nutrition title including food stamps. Stabenow said she is certain the committee will have a bill ready to pass in early January.

House Passes Two-Year Budget:  The US House passed the Bipartisan Budget Act. Written by House Budget Committee chairman Paul Ryan and Senate Budget Committee chairman Patty Murray, the bill will provide $63 billion in temporary sequester relief and $85 billion in mandatory savings. The two-year budget passed with support from both parties by a vote of 332-94.  The Senate is scheduled to take it up this week. The president has said he supports the measure. Voting in favor of the bill from NC’s congressional delegation: G.K. Butterfield (D, NC-1), Howard Coble (R, NC-6), Renee Ellmers (R, NC-2), Virginia Foxx (R, NC -5), Richard Hudson (R, NC-8), Patrick McHenry (R, NC-10), Robert Pittenger (R, NC-9), and David Price (D, NC-4).  Voting no:  Walter B. Jones (R, NC-3), Mike McIntyre (D, NC-7), George Holding (R, NC-13), Mark Meadows (R, NC-11), and Mel Watt (D, NC-12).

Senators Hagan & Burr Cosponsor Bipartisan Bill to Eliminate Corn-Ethanol Mandate: US Senators Kay Hagan (D-NC) and Richard Burr (R-NC) are cosponsoring a bipartisan bill to eliminate corn ethanol from the federal Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS). The bill maintains the production requirements for advanced and cellulosic biofuels, which do not drive up food and feed prices on North Carolina consumers and poultry and livestock producers. More than 40 percent of the US corn crop is now used to produce ethanol for transportation fuel. The Corn Ethanol Mandate Elimination Act of 2013, introduced by Senators Dianne Feinstein (CA) and Tom Coburn (OK), has been cosponsored by a bipartisan group of 8 senators. The Renewable Fuel Standard requires oil refiners and blenders to use 18.15 billion gallons of renewable fuel in 2014. The requirement increases each year, climbing to 36 billion gallons in 2022. The law requires that an increasing portion of the renewable fuel be made up of “advanced biofuels,” which are not made from corn. However, under current law, 14.4 billion gallons of the 2014 RFS mandate, and 15 billion gallons each year thereafter, will be met using corn ethanol.
Business NEWS
High Tech Israeli Textile Manufacturer to Expand in Person County: Spuntech Industries, Inc., a global spunlace manufacturing company based in Israel, will expand its operations in Person County.  Spuntech Industries develops and manufactures hydroentangled fabric products. It currently employs 94 workers at the production facility in Roxboro. The company plans to create 60 new jobs and invest more than $35 million over the next three years in Roxboro. Salaries will vary by job function, but the average annual wage for the new jobs will be $43,010 plus benefits. The Person County average annual wage is $33,717.

Apply Now for Rural Leadership Development Program: The Rural Center has opened the application process for the 2014 Rural Economic Development Institute (REDI). Through an intensive training regimen, REDI addresses leadership in two ways: it provides participants with techniques designed to enhance their skills as community leaders and enhances their knowledge of economic and community development strategies. REDI will take place April 23-25, May 14-16, and June 11-13 at the Rural Center in Raleigh. Participants are selected through a highly competitive process. Tuition is $595, and limited scholarships are available. Applications are due Feb. 14, 2014. For more info, click here or call (919) 250-4314.
Campaign NEWS

Candidate for Coble’s Seat: Another Republican has joined the race for US Rep. Howard Coble’s 6th District seat.  Bruce VonCannon, a former banker, said he will seek the GOP nomination, making him the sixth Republican candidate for the seat.  Coble recently announced his retirement and the district is rated Safe Republican by Rothenberg Political Report/Roll Call.

Challenger for Ellmers: Frank Roche kicked off his campaign against US Rep. Renee Ellmers, a Republican, last week.  Roche, a radio talk show host, will run in the GOP primary in May for the 2nd District seat.   
NC Legislative NEWS
Governor Named Vice Chair of the Outer Continental Shelf Governors Coalition:  Last week NC Governor Pat McCrory accepted the position of vice chair of the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition.  “Opening up the waters off North Carolina to sensible oil, natural gas and renewable energy development is a vital part of our state’s energy policy,” Governor McCrory said. Formed in 2011, the coalition supports responsible energy development and promotes a stronger dialogue between federal and state policy makers on offshore energy matters. The coalition chairman is Alaska Governor Sean Parnell and other members include governors of Louisiana, Texas, Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina and Virginia.

State Rep. McManus Resigns: State Rep. Deb McManus resigned from the NC House last week.  McManus was arrested last week on felony tax charges.  A Democrat from Siler City, McManus served the 54th District, which includes parts of Chatham and Lee counties, for 11 years.  Local Democrat leaders will select a replacement.
University NEWS
NC Extension Registering for Farm Schools: Two North Carolina Cooperative Extension farm schools designed to help aspiring and seasoned farmers learn effective production methods, business planning, financial management, marketing strategies and more are taking registrations. Both schools - the nationally recognized, award-winning Piedmont Farm School and the brand new Sandhills Farm School - start in February. In addition to classes, the schools include field trips to working farms led by innovative experienced farmers and agricultural professionals. Register by Dec. 31. For more info, click here. 

Aquaculture Conference to Be Held in February: The 2014 North Carolina Aquaculture Development Conference will be held in New Bern, Feb. 20-22, 2014.  The event features research and current marketing trends for farm-raised fish and seafood This year’s conference theme, Navigating Currents of Change, focuses attention on how aquaculture fits into emerging consumer markets. For more info, click here. 
FDA NEWS

FDA to Phase Out Use of Medically Important Antimicrobials: The US Food and Drug Administration is implementing a plan to help phase out the use of medically important antimicrobials in food animals for food production purposes, such as to enhance growth or improve feed efficiency. In a final guidance issued last week, the FDA lays out a road map for animal pharmaceutical companies to voluntarily revise the FDA-approved use conditions on the labels of these products to remove production indications. The plan also calls for changing the current over-the-counter (OTC) status to bring the remaining appropriate therapeutic uses under veterinary oversight. Once a manufacturer voluntarily makes these changes, its medically important antimicrobial drugs can no longer be used for production purposes, and their use to treat, control, or prevent disease in animals will require veterinary oversight. For more info, click here. 
Environmental NEWS

Agreement to Allow Dredging in NC: State and federal officials have finalized an agreement to again allow dredging in North Carolina’s coastal waters so fishing and transportation vessels can more easily move through shallow inlets and channels. The agreement between the US Army Corps of Engineers and the NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources for the continued maintenance dredging of North Carolina’s federally authorized shallow-draft inlets and channels was finalized in mid-November. It runs through September 2017. Money from a special fund created by the NC General Assembly will be used to provide 50 percent of the cost for dredging projects authorized under the agreement. Local governments will be responsible for providing the remaining 50 percent of the cost for a project they wish to sponsor.  “Our state is heavily dependent upon these channels for the operation of our commercial and charter fishing fleets, NC Department of Transportation ferries and recreational boat traffic. The continued maintenance of these channels is vital to North Carolina’s coastal economy,” said Tom Reeder, director of the NC Division of Water Resources.  
Commodity NEWS
NC Crop and Weather Report: There were 3.8 days suitable for field work for the week ending December 8th compared to 38 for the previous week ending December 1st. Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 7% short, 76% adequate and 17% surplus. Most of the state received rain during the week with many areas receiving between a quarter to an inch of precipitation and a few areas receiving over an inch. Average temperatures were significantly above normal. The average temperatures ranged from 45 to 59 degrees. The continued rainfall further slowed harvest in most areas with cotton and soybeans making less than a 7% increase in harvest percentages. Hay cutting was affected the most with no gains realized. Hay supply is rated mostly adequate at this time. To read the full report, click here.
Chick Placements Drop, Eggs Set Rise: For the week ending Dec. 7, commercial hatcheries set 200 million eggs, a 5 percent increase, in incubators, according to USDA’s latest Broiler Hatchery Report.   Average hatchability was 83 percent.  Broiler chick placements dropped slightly to 163 million. Cumulative placements increased 1 percent to 8.01 billion from Dec. 30, 2012 through Dec.7, 2013. 
NCDA NEWS

Free Price-Risk Management Workshops for Farmers: The NC Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services will host eight free price-risk management workshops across the state to help farmers better understand the futures market and other trading options to sell their commodities. The series, “Managing Price Volatility/Identifying Macro Indicators,” features workshops conducted by NCDA&CS staff between Jan. 8 and March 14. Topics to be covered include an introduction to grain hedging, basis trading, cost of carry, cotton futures, options trading on futures, using options to manage financial risks, and trading strategies to manage exposure to fluctuations in energy costs.  For more, contact Nick Lassiter, NCDA&CS marketing specialist, at 919-707-3129.  To see dates & locations, click here.
Piedmont Triad Farmers Market Dedicated to Late Senator: The Piedmont Triad Farmers Market was recently dedicated in honor of the late Sen. Robert G. Shaw during a public ceremony. The market was renamed for Shaw during this year’s legislative session. Shaw served nine terms in the state Senate from 1985 to 2002 and was instrumental in the creation of the market. He died in 2012.
USDA NEWS

NC Receives Funding to Develop Plant Feedstocks for Bioenergy: The USDA and Energy (DOE) announced $8 million in research grants to develop non-food feedstocks that can be used for bioenergy. Overall, the USDA and DOE projects are designed to improve biomass to be grown for biofuels-including selected trees and grasses-by increasing their yield, quality and ability to adapt to extreme environments. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill received a DOE grant of $1,543,490.  Project descriptions can be found online.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
[image: image4.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com




[image: image3.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com





[image: image2.png][image: image3.png][image: image4.png][image: image5.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness




[image: image6.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



[image: image7.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



