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Butterball, LLC is the largest producer of turkey products in the United States.  Headquartered in Garner, N.C., Butterball produces more than 1 billion pounds of turkey annually and supplies its products to more than 15 countries. Perhaps best known for its succulent whole bird products, the company also has a broad array of offerings for deli, retail and foodservice. 
As the industry leader in quality and food safety, the company employs numerous processes to ensure the health of birds and implements recognized prevention measures to exceed food safety standards in its seven plants located in North Carolina, Colorado, Arkansas and Missouri.  Additionally, Butterball has surpassed important workplace safety and health benchmarks set forth by OSHA’s Voluntary Protection Program. The company’s three-pronged approach to Doing Business Right focuses on self-governance, sustainability and social responsibility. The initiative plays a key role in providing internal oversight for integrating values that are important to the company, in particular its efforts to reduce its environmental footprint. For more information, visit www.butterball.com or call 1-800-BUTTERBALL.   

Washington NEWS
Senate Backs Move to Boost Farm Trade With Cuba:  The Senate approved a provision last Sunday to facilitate cash sales of U.S. farm goods to Cuba, overturning restrictions by former President George W. Bush's administration. "By allowing cash-based sales of our world-class U.S. goods to Cuba, we restore congressional intent and make it easier for American producers to export during a critical time for our economy," Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus said.  The move follows efforts by President Barack Obama to improve relations with Communist-run Cuba. Obama says he wants to "recast" ties and has announced a slight relaxation of the five-decades old U.S. trade embargo on Havana. 

Sen. Gillibrand Calls for Safer School Lunch Meat:  Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) wrote a letter to Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack urging USDA to implement "a strict testing program" for ground beef served in school lunches akin to those used by the likes of Jack in the Box and Costco. Gillibrand's comments follow the most recent investigative coverage reporting in USA Today that testing for ground beef supplied to the National School Lunch Program is less intensive than that required by major fast-food restaurants.  The senator also said USDA should "terminate contracts with any habitual violators" of the agency's food safety regulations, citing in particularly Fresno, Calif.-based Beef Packers.  Vilsack earlier pledged an independent review of testing requirements.
Immigration NEWS
NC Farm Bureau Has Arrived at the AgRELIEF Table:  During NCFB’s annual meeting last week, the membership approved striking a resolution opposing the AgRELIEF Act and passed a resolution of support for a reimbursement program for farm labor procurement expenses for the farmer.  The NC Agribusiness Council will be working with the NC Farm Bureau and all the other 16 organizations that have signed onto the AgRELIEF Act to ensure passage in the 2010 short session.
Immigration Reform Bill Introduced in the House:  The Congressional Hispanic Caucus and 90 Democratic representatives this week introduced H.R. 4321, the "Comprehensive Immigration Reform for America's Security and Prosperity Act of 2009," or CIR ASAP.  The lengthy bill has proposals related to border security, port security, the treatment of parents and guardians of minor children taken into custody, human smuggling, citizenship promotion, employer-provided English literacy programs, plans for oaths of allegiance taken on Independence Day, and a host of other sub-topics related to immigration. Tamar Jacoby, president of ImmigrationWorks USA, pointed out in a statement that the bill does not address the question of how to provide a legal supply of the foreign labor needed in the future.  The U.S. Chamber of Commerce also found elements to criticize. "We are concerned with the bill's approach for temporary and seasonal worker programs outlined in the draft summary released today," said Chamber Senior Vice President of Labor, Immigration, and Employee Benefits Randel Johnson in a statement.The bill has been referred to the Judiciary, Homeland Security, Armed Services, Foreign Affairs, Natural Resources, Ways and Means, Education and Labor, Oversight and Government Reform and House Administration committees, so that each committee may consider the provisions that fall within its jurisdiction.
Commodity NEWS

2010 SowBridge: Breeding Herd and Education Series:  SowBridge is an educational program series that covers current issues related to sow production. Each program is delivered via telephone so there is no need to travel. Participants are given a CD to follow on the computer during the presentations.  For info go to www.ncpork.org/media/pdf/NCSUbrochure%20Sow%20Bridge%202010.pdf.  The brochure indicates that the deadline to register has already passed but you CAN still register. 

U.S. Beef, Pork Exports Gain Momentum:  U.S. beef export volume reached its highest point in the year in October and pork exports experienced their second-best month of 2009, according to the latest statistics released by USDA and compiled by the U.S. Meat Export Federation.  While still below year-ago levels, October's beef exports showed a 12 percent increase in volume and 5 percent in value over the prior month, and exceed the 2009 monthly average by 11 percent in volume and 7.5 percent in value. Nonetheless, year-to-date beef exports lag behind last year's totals in volume and value.  Pork exports, meanwhile, continued their ascent in October, with total exports of 164,092 metric tons (361.8 million pounds) representing the second-largest monthly volume this year and pork muscle cut exports reaching their highest volume of 2009 at 128,392 metric tons (283.1 million pounds).  Year-to-date exports are down 11 percent in volume and 13 percent in value compared to 2008, a record-setting year for pork exports. However, they remain nearly 50 percent higher than the second-best year on record, 2007. 
U.S., China Still Talking Over Pork Trade:  A week after China officially declared its doors reopened to U.S. pork, Beijing and Washington still are hashing out terms of trade. "Negotiations are ongoing," an anonymous USDA official was quoted as saying. "They are looking at the lingering issues in order to resume pork trade." Jim Herlihy, vice president of information services for the U.S. Meat Export Federation, said there is cautious optimism among industry members given the potential of the Chinese market.  
Environmental NEWS

Agricultural Water Use:  
The Water and Wastewater Study Commission met last week and heard from speakers regarding the Water Allocation Study, the State Water Infrastructure Commission, and local water supply plans. Of concern to agriculture is how data on water use is being presented. The agriculture water use survey conducted earlier this year showed that agriculture represents 1 – 2 % of the state’s water use. Now, representatives from the NC Division of Water Resources are presenting data in terms of consumptive water use and non-consumptive water use.  When information is presented in this manner, agriculture represents a significantly higher percent of the state’s water use- the state’s second largest user. DWR categorized 100% of the data reported in the agriculture water use survey as consumptive.  The NC Foundation for Soil and Water Conservation recently received a grant to help develop a new water initiative for agriculture.  

Business NEWS
Western NC City Becoming Center for Breweries:  The opening of two more breweries in Asheville is shining more light on the city's nationally known craft brewing community. Buncombe County is now home to 10 professional breweries, counting Asheville Brewing's two locations. But some are wondering how many more breweries the city can support. With the launch of Craggie Brewing Co. and the scheduled opening later this month of the Lexington Avenue Brewery, Asheville has more craft breweries per capita than any other city in the U.S.
Volvo to Close NC Heavy Equipment Plant in March:  Volvo is closing its heavy construction equipment plant in North Carolina next March, leaving 228 workers without jobs. The company said that demand for the equipment dropped off sharply. The plant assembles front-end loaders, excavators and cabs. The work will now be sent to plants in Shippensburg, Pa., as well as Sweden and South Korea. Volvo says it plans to keep its North American sales headquarters in Asheville. That facility has about 250 workers. 
People NEWS

Judge Hearings: North Carolina Judges James Wynn of Raleigh and Albert Diaz of Charlotte, on their path to the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals, faced only a handful of questions from three senators during a brief confirmation hearing Wednesday. The men pledged to follow rather than create law. Should the U.S. Senate confirm Diaz, he would be the first Latino judge on the 4th Circuit. Wynn is African-American. Wynn and Diaz were nominated Nov. 4 by President Barack Obama and supported by Democratic U.S. Sen. Kay Hagan and Republican U.S. Sen. Richard Burr.
Campaign NEWS 

Wrenn Back in the Game:  Carter Wrenn is getting back into the political consulting business. Wrenn has signed on as general consultant and chief strategist to help Renee Ellmers, a registered nurse and Republican who plans to challenge Democratic U.S. Rep. Bob Etheridge. He also agreed to a similar role for Raleigh publisher Bernie Reeves, if Reeves decides to challenge Democratic U.S. Rep. Brad Miller next year. Wrenn has been talking with other candidates as well. Wrenn was a key strategist for the late GOP U.S. Sen. Jesse Helms from the 1970's through the 1990's and also played a role in helping elect Republican U.S. Sens. John East and Lauch Faircloth. 

Deaton Won’t Run, Endorses Marshall:  A Charlotte dry cleaning operator and real estate developer who got into North Carolina's U.S. Senate race this fall is ending his bid and endorsing fellow Democrat Elaine Marshall. Frank Deaton II said Friday he was withdrawing from the Democratic primary. He said Democrats need to unite to defeat Republican incumbent Richard Burr next November and an expensive primary race could hurt their chances. Other high-profile Democrats in the May primary include Cal Cunningham of Lexington and Kenneth Lewis of Chapel Hill. 
Veteran Senators  Say They Are Not Ready to Retire:  Sens. Charlie Albertson and Katie Dorsett dispute rumors that they may join a recent exodus from the chamber. Albertson, D-Duplin, who has been in the Senate since 1993, said he has no plans to retire. Dorsett, 77, has been in the Senate since 2003 where she is majority whip. "At this point I am planning to run," Dorsett said. "Things could change. But my plan is to run." 
USDA NEWS  
USDA Partners With Dairy Industry on Greenhouse Gas-Reduction Goal:  USDA announced a memorandum of understanding with the U.S. dairy industry to help the dairy sector cut its greenhouse gas emissions by 25 percent by 2020 by turning waste into electricity.  USDA will support the dairy industry goal by undertaking research initiatives, allowing implementation flexibility and enhancing marketing efforts of anaerobic digesters to dairy producers.   Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack pointed out that the partnership is not exclusive to dairy farmers but also includes dairy processors, distributors and retailers. 
Global Research Alliance to Combat Climate Change:  Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack joined representatives from 20 other countries across the globe to announce the formation of the Global Research Alliance on Agricultural Greenhouse Gases, an international research collaborative to combat climate change.  Over the next four years, USDA will expand agricultural climate change mitigation research by $90 million and contribute this research to the GRA. The increase will raise USDA's agricultural climate change mitigation research portfolio to over $130 million over the next four years, up from a base level of funding of just over $10 million in FY 2009. Overall, USDA expects to invest over $320 million in the next four years on climate change mitigation and adaptation research for agriculture.
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