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It was in 1917 that James Theodore Neese, a farmer living in eastern Guilford County, began to market his popular country sausage. By 1920 the population of Greensboro had reached 19,861, so there were eager customers for “Mr. Thede’s” special recipe.  Actually, it was his wife, Annie who developed the recipe.  Mr. Thede operated a “Trade House” and also butchered hogs and cattle for his neighbors, concentrating on this work after cold weather set in.  He began making sausage with a hand-operated grinder.  Gradually he built a trade in town, making deliveries in a prairie schooner.  Since refrigeration was in its infancy, everything from slaughtering to packaging was done at night.  In the 1920’s Miss Annie stirred up another Neese recipe – liver pudding.  She never used chemicals or preservatives in either sausage or liver pudding, and the same recipes are still faithfully followed.  The firm is still a family-owned and operated business.  Tom Neese, Jr. is president.  And the firm has been at its present site on Alamance Church Road since 1936.  Neese Country Sausage’s principal sales area is North Carolina.

Washington NEWS
Senator Proposes Bill on Meat, Poultry Pathogens and Labeling:  Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) announced Monday she has introduced legislation that would amend USDA inspection rules to mandate pathogen treatment and expand labeling requirements on meat and poultry. The bill would amend the Poultry Products Inspection Act, the Federal Meat Inspection Act and the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act to prohibit the sale of any processed poultry, meat and FDA-regulated food that has not either undergone a pathogen reduction treatment, or been certified to contain no verifiable traces of pathogens. The bill would also require labels on ground beef, or any other ground meat product, specifically naming every cut of meat that is contained in the product.  Finally, the bill would do away with what she called loopholes in current laws that allow for producers to add coloring, synthetic flavorings and spices to their products without informing the consumer. 
Campaign NEWS
Mackey Challenger:  Rodney Moore, chairman of the Mecklenburg Democratic Party's African American Caucus, has announced plans to challenge Rep. Nick Mackey in next year's Democratic primary. 

State GOP Has New Executive Director:  The state Republican Party has hired Russell Peck as its new executive director. Peck was heavily involved in the victory of Republican Chris Christie in New Jersey's governor's race earlier this month.  Peck had worked last year as North Carolina victory director and was charged with leading the party's statewide election efforts. "I am pleased to announce that Russell has accepted our offer and will begin work on December 1," said state party chairman Tom Fetzer.  
Commodity NEWS

Recession Doesn't Hurt NC Christmas Tree Sales:  Even as the economic crisis gripped the nation last year, statewide sales of live Christmas trees were off less than 1 percent from 2007. And many growers say this year's sales are starting off stronger than last year's. Christmas trees bring in about $100 million a year for North Carolina farmers. Western North Carolina farmers grow about a quarter of the nation's Christmas trees, putting the state second in the nation. Oregon is first.

H1N1 Virus Confirmed in Virginia Turkey Flock:  USDA testing has confirmed the first case of H1N1 virus in a U.S. turkey flock. The infected flock is in the state of Virginia.  According to data posted on USDA's Web site four samples collected on Nov. 20 and one collected on Nov. 23 all tested positive in initial rapid screening tests and so far one of those samples has been confirmed by further virus isolation testing.  The virus samples were taken from a turkey breeder flock because hens were experiencing a drop in egg production. The H1N1 virus was confirmed in swine at the Minnesota State Fair during August and in a commercial swine herd in Indiana during October. 

First H1N1 Swine Vaccine In Use:  The first 2009 Novel H1N1 swine vaccine is in use in herds in the Midwest, although its distribution is limited and carefully monitored. The vaccine was developed by Hank Harris, a professor of animal science at Iowa State University. Harris developed the vaccine this summer and has been shipping preventive doses to swine producers in Iowa, Kansas and Illinois for several weeks.  The vaccine is being manufactured through Iowa State University and Harris' own startup company.  However, Harris said distribution of the drug is limited. It must be prescribed by a licensed vet that has an already-established relationship not only with the buyer but with Harris' company, as well, and the vet must oversee its administration.
Environmental NEWS

House of Raeford Faces Water :  House of Raeford Farms has been accused the company of improperly discharging wastewater from a turkey processing plant. Authorities contend the N.C.-based company sent wastewater that had not been pre-treated to a municipal treatment plant in Raeford, N.C., on 14 occasions from 2005 to August 2006.  However, the company issued a statement Monday night contending it is innocent of the charges and that in fact, in September 2006, the company said, it completed a $1.4 million pretreatment facility, which worked as designed.
Business NEWS

Fiber Plant Expansion:  SANS Technical Fibers LLC, an international manufacturer of synthetic nylon filament and yarn for the high-performance, military, automotive and other markets, will expand its plant in Rockingham County. The company will invest more than $2.8 million and create 25 jobs in Stoneville. The announcement was made possible in part by a $60,000 grant from the One North Carolina Fund. 

International Port Opposition:  Leaders from Boiling Spring Lakes say they are worried truck and train traffic from a proposed international port terminal could ruin their community. In a letter to the Army Corps of Engineers, they say they don't want the traffic leaving the port near Southport rumbling through their quiet city of about 4,000 people. The Army Corps is doing a feasibility study of the proposed port near the mouth of the Cape Fear River in Brunswick County. The State Ports Authority estimates the $2 billion international container port will support nearly a half million jobs and generate more than $1 billion annually by attracting business from ports in New Jersey, Virginia and South Carolina. 

N.C. Labor Department Cites ConAgra, Contractor in Slim Jim Plant Blast:  The North Carolina Labor Department on Tuesday cited ConAgra Foods for 26 serious health and safety violations in the June explosion at ConAgra's Garner, N.C., Slim Jim plant that killed four and injured dozens. ConAgra faces $134,773 in fines and must correct problems investigators found. Energy Systems Analysts of Hickory, N.C., which was hired to install a commercial water heater at the Garner facility, was cited for 28 violations and fined $58,100.  Production is still limited at the Slim Jim facility, where hundreds were laid off last month. 

USB Site Offers 'Fieldprint' Calculator:  The United Soybean Board (USB) and soybean checkoff fund is providing a tool that U.S. soybean farmers can use to help increase their profitability. The free, online Fieldprint Calculator to tabulate sustainability performance for any soybean, corn, wheat or cotton farm can be found at www.unitedsoybean.org. 

Nominations Sought for 2010 Food Safety Leadership Awards:  NSF International is seeking nominations for the 2010 Food Safety Leadership Awards (FSLA) Program. The FSLA program recognizes individuals and companies that have demonstrated excellence in the foodservice industry. Winners are recognized in one of eight awards categories: education, training, equipment design, packaging innovation, product development, research advances, system improvement and technology breakthroughs. One individual is also recognized with a lifetime achievement award. For nomination information, go to  www.nsf.org/business/newsroom/fs_awards.asp Nominations must be received by Jan. 29.
USDA NEWS 
USDA Unveils Final GIPSA Rule for Poultry Market:  USDA's Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration has published a final rule intended to "increase fairness and equity in the poultry industry by amending regulations under the Packers and Stockyards Act of 1921 to provide poultry growers with new information and improve transparency in poultry growing arrangements.” The new final rule requires that a poultry grower be provided a true written copy of a poultry growing arrangement in a timely manner. The poultry growing arrangement must include information about any Performance Improvement Plans and provisions for written termination notices of the arrangement. The rule also allows growers to discuss the terms of poultry growing arrangements with designated individuals. The proposed version of this rule first was published in 2007.  Failure to disclose certain terms in a poultry growing arrangement constitutes an unfair, discriminatory or deceptive practice in violation of section 202 (7 U.S.C. 192) of the Packers and Stockyards Act.   The final rule becomes effective Jan. 4, 2010. A copy of the rule can be found at www.gipsa.usda.gov/GIPSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing.

Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for December:  The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for December 2009. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for December 2009 is 0.375 percent, unchanged from November 2009. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during December 2009 is 1.375 percent, unchanged from November 2009. In accordance with the 2008 Farm Bill, interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for December 2009 are as follows - 3.000 percent with seven-year loan terms, 3.500 percent with 10-year loan terms and 3.750 percent with 12-year loan terms - unchanged with seven-year loan terms, increased from 3.375 percent with 10-year loan terms and increased from 3.625 percent with 12-year loan terms in November 2009.   The maximum discount rate applicable for December 2009 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from November 2009. This is based on the 3.250 percent prime rate plus 2 percent, rounded to the nearest whole number.
Fuel & Energy NEWS
EPA Postpones Decision on 15 Percent Ethanol Blend:  The U.S. EPA announced it has postponed until mid-2010 its decision on whether to enact a waiver that would allow up to 15 percent ethanol use in gasoline.  Under the Clean Air Act, EPA was required by Dec. 1 to respond to a request by Growth Energy that the current 10 percent ethanol blend limit be expanded to 15 percent.  The meat industry has expressed concern about expanding the blend rule for fear it would drive up corn prices and has pushed for additional study. 

Progress Energy May Close 11 Coal Plants:  Progress Energy proposed shutting down 11 coal-burning power plants in the state.  The Raleigh-based electric utility is moving to shutter older coal-burning plants as it becomes increasingly expensive to retrofit aging facilities to trap pollution. Additionally, power companies across the country are anticipating stringent greenhouse gas restrictions to be imposed soon by Congress that will have the effect of penalizing coal-dependent utilities.  Progress expects to shut down the 11 coal-burning plants by 2017. It plans to replace some of the coal plants with plants powered by natural gas. The 11 plants account for about a fourth of the electricity Progress generates. 
Mark Your Calendar

The Environmental Review Commission will meet on Thursday, Dec. 17 at 9 a.m., 544 Legislative Office Building.

The Joint Legislative Commission on Seafood and Aquaculture will meet on Sunday, Dec. 27 at 10 a.m., Soundside Hall meeting room at the North Carolina Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores, 1 Roosevelt Blvd., Pine Knoll Shores. Contact: Jeff Hudson, 733-2578.

“Food Marketing in the Real World” will take place Tuesday, Jan. 12, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. in Room 128 in the Haynes Building on the A-B Tech Enka Campus in Asheville. The one-day workshop will cover a variety of topics, including creating a competitive advantage, understanding the difference between sales and marketing, knowing when to make the move from part-time to professional, marketing to food service and retail, and understanding the financial considerations of expanding a business. In addition, a panel of successful food entrepreneurs will talk about how they built their businesses. The workshop costs $30, which covers materials and lunch. The deadline to register is Jan. 4, and space is limited to 40 people. To register call Annette Dunlap in the NCDA&CS Marketing Division at (919) 733-7887 or go online for a registration form at www.ncagr.gov/markets/agbizmarketing.htm.
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