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Syngenta is one of the world’s leading companies with more than 26,000 employees in over 90 countries dedicated to one purpose: Bringing plant potential to life.  Through world-class science, global reach and commitment to our customers, we help to increase crop productivity, protect the environment and improve health and quality of life. With North Carolina’s rich agricultural background, we are especially proud to have established roots in this state. Over 1,110 employees across our Greensboro and Research Triangle Park facilities are dedicated to this region and value the innovative atmosphere it cultures. Our $71 million state-of-the-art expansion is scheduled for completion later this year and we look forward to the opportunities it will provide. We are honored to partner with the N.C. Museum of History, the United Way and local food banks. These collaborations have strengthened our relationships with North Carolina businesses and residents – allowing us to contribute to the state’s economy and improve the well-being of our neighbors.  Through research and development, local engagement and increased resources, we know Syngenta will continue to help North Carolina agriculture thrive in the global environment. Learn more at www.syngenta-us.com.

Washington NEWS
Hagan Urges FDA to Protect Small Farmers: US Senator Kay Hagan (D-NC) is calling on the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to ensure small farmers are treated fairly in new food safety regulations. Hagan and Senator Jon Tester (MT) included an amendment in 2010’s Food Safety Modernization Act that protects small farmers from excessive regulations. However, new rules proposed by the FDA left a number of terms “inadequately defined when determining whether a farm qualifies for small operations food safety requirements.” In a recent letter to FDA Commissioner Margaret Hamburg, Hagan and Tester wrote, “It is essential to create separate, modified requirements for small farms and larger farms and processors: one size does not fit all.” Hagan and Tester’s amendment clarified that family farmers and smaller producers would continue to be overseen by local and state food safety and health agencies.
Congressional Letter to President Obama re: Tobacco:  Once again, members of Congress are urging President Obama and US Trade Representative Michael Froman, to not treat tobacco different than any other products as they negotiate the TPP trade agreement.  Throughout these negotiations, anti-tobacco advocates have seen this trade agreement as a means to push their agenda.  However, many in the Agribusiness Industry have seen this as setting a dangerous precedent; one that allows advocates to promote non-science based regulatory proposals for such things as GMOs, pesticides, and hormones.  Click Here to see their letter of concern to USTR Froman.  The Congressional delegation letter was signed by many members of the NC House Delegation (except Rep. Watt, Rep. Butterfield and Rep. Price) –Click Here to see the Congressional letter.   Watt declined since he has a pending nomination before Congress and Price declined since he wrote a letter to the President on this issue a few months ago.  
NC Legislative NEWS

State Tax Credits Set to Expire: On January1, 2014, several state tax credits, refunds, and exemptions are set to expire.  Several of those include the NC State Ports Tax Credit (a tax credit of up to 50% on inbound/outbound cargos for businesses that pay state income tax), the Biodiesel Producers Tax Credit (a tax credit on the per gallon gasoline excise tax), and the Constructing Renewable Fuel Facilities Tax Credit (a tax credit of 15 to 25% on constructing and installing renewable fuel facilities). When the state legislature recently passed tax reform that lowered the personal income tax to a flat 5.75%, Republicans say these credit had to be cut. Some worry that losing these tax credits will make NC less competitive with other states that continue to offer them.
Business NEWS

Grant for Cold Storage Facility at Port of Wilmington: The board of the Golden LEAF Foundation approved a grant to the Southeastern Partnership to support development of a cold storage facility at the Port of Wilmington. “North Carolina is the largest producer of pork and poultry on the East Coast, and these meats are among our most popular exports,” said NC Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler. “The state also has the only East Coast ports that currently do not have a cold storage facility for these products. I’m glad that is going to change.” The Council of State in February approved a lease in February that gave the go-ahead to a public-private partnership seeking to build the 75,000-square-foot facility at the Port of Wilmington. The partnership between the State Ports Authority and USAInvestCo will create a state-of-the-art facility for near-vessel cold storage of agricultural products, both exports and imports. Company officials expect construction to begin in 2014, with the facility opening in 2015. The grant to the Southeastern Partnership will support the purchase of equipment, which will be leased to the company.

Food Manufacturer to Create 57 Jobs in Pitt County: Natural Blend Vegetable Dehydration, LLC will open a manufacturing facility in Pitt County.  The company intends to create up to 57 jobs and invest more than $12 million over the next three years in Farmville. Natural Blend Vegetable Dehydration, LLC is being developed by Ham Produce Company, Inc. for the purpose of dehydrating vegetables for use as an ingredient in various food products. Ham Produce Co., Inc., with headquarters in Snow Hill, operates one of the largest farming operations of sweet potatoes in NC. Salaries will vary by job function, but the average annual salary for the new jobs will be $38,123, plus benefits. The Pitt County average annual wage is $33,769. 
Fuel & Energy NEWS

Biofuels Manufacturer to Create 65 Jobs in Sampson County: Biochemtex will be locating its new cellulosic biofuels production operations in Sampson County.  The company and its partners plan to create 65 new jobs and invest approximately $200 million over the next three years. Biochemtex is a global technology solution provider specialized in biofuels and renewable chemicals. Biochemtex will operate in NC as Carolina Cellulosic Biofuels, which was established in early 2013 as a Special Purpose vehicle for delivering the first commercial scale cellulosic bio-refinery utilizing purpose grown energy crops in North America. This new plant will produce 20 million gallons per year of cellulosic biofuel from locally-grown energy crops, agricultural residues, and woody biomass. The average annual wage for the new jobs will be approximately $47,000 plus benefits. The Sampson County average annual wage is $30,822.

US DOL NEWS

US Labor Department Seeks  Comments on Chemical Safety: The US Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health Administration  announced a request for information seeking public comment on potential revisions to its Process Safety Management standard and related standards, as well as other policy options to prevent major chemical incidents. The RFI is in response to executive order 13650, which seeks to improve chemical facility safety and security, issued in the wake of the April 2013 West Texas, tragedy that killed 15 in an ammonium nitrate explosion.  In addition to comments on its Process Safety Management standard, OSHA seeks input on potential updates to its Explosives and Blasting Agents, Flammable Liquids and Spray Finishing standards. The agency also asks for information and data on specific rulemaking and policy options, and the workplace hazards they address. Once the RFI is published in the Federal Register, you may submit comments at www.regulations.gov.  For more information, click here. 
Commodity NEWS
NC Crops and Weather Report:  There were 3.8 days suitable for field work for the week ending December 1st compared to 5.8 for the previous week ending November 24th, according to USDA’S NASS NC Field Office. Statewide soil moisture levels were rated at 15% short, 74% adequate and 11% surplus which are well above last week. The entire state received rain during the week with many areas receiving over 2 inches of precipitation and a few areas receiving over 3 inches. Average temperatures varied across the state with some areas significantly above normal and other areas below normal. The average temperatures ranged from 28 to 49 degrees. The rainfall slowed harvest in most areas with cotton, soybeans and sorghum making less than a 10% increase in harvest percentages. Hay cutting was affected the most with very little gains realized. Hay supply is rated mostly adequate at this time. To read the full report, click here. 

Weed Seed Found in US Tobacco: China said it has found Palmer amaranth seeds and other weeds in US tobacco.  This could be a very big problem for US tobacco because China does not allow invasive weed seeds, and the country is the largest export market for US tobacco. Crabgrass and foxtail were also on the list of weeds Chinese quarantine officials discovered. The weed seeds were more prevalent in mechanized flue-cured harvest than in hand harvested tobacco.  Extension specialists recommend that field borders be kept clean and mowed so weeds don’t get pulled in during harvest. Other options for controlling weeds include planting in weed-free soil, cultivation, hand pulling, herbicides, and deep tillage.  However, some of these methods are time consuming and costly. It is expected that Extension crop scientists will have updated recommendations for growers at winter meetings.
NCDA NEWS

Deadline Near for Farmland Preservation Grants: County governments and nonprofit groups pursuing farmland preservation projects have until Dec. 16 to apply for funding assistance from the NC Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund. About $1.7 million is available. Grants can be awarded to secure agricultural conservation easements on lands used for agricultural production; to support public and private enterprise programs that promote profitable and sustainable agricultural, horticultural and forestland activities; and for the development of agricultural plans. For more info, go to www.ncadfp.org or call 919-707-3071.
Imported Fire Ant Quarantine Expanded: Effective January 1, 2014, Lincoln County and parts of Catawba County now fall under state quarantine rules for the imported fire ant. The quarantine now includes portions or entire areas of 71 counties. Under the rules, residents and business owners in the affected areas will now need to obtain a permit before moving plants, sod and related equipment into or through non-infested areas. Certificates can be obtained from a local plant protection specialist or by contacting the Plant Protection Section at 800-206-9333 or 919-707-3730. For a map of the quarantine area, click here. 
USDA NEWS
Final Poultry Slaughter Rule Set for April: According to the Office of Budget and Management website, USDA’s final rule on Modernization of Poultry Slaughter Inspection is scheduled for April 2014. The rule provides a new inspection system for young poultry slaughter establishments that. This new system would be available initially only to young chicken and turkey slaughter establishments. Establishments that slaughter broilers, fryers, roasters, and Cornish game hens (as defined in 9 CFR 381.170) would be considered as "young chicken establishments." FSIS also intends to revoke the provisions that allow young chicken slaughter establishments to operate under the current streamlined inspection system (SIS) or the new line speed (NELS) inspection system, and to revoke the new turkey inspection system (NTIS). Young chicken and turkey slaughter establishments would be required to operate under the new inspection system or under Traditional Inspection. The proposed rule estimated that the expected annual costs to establishments would total $24.5 million. Expected annual total benefits were $285.5 million (with a range of $259.5 to $314.8 million). Expected annual net benefits were $261.0 million (with a range of $235.0 million to $290.3 million). These estimates will be updated in the final rule.  To read more about the rule, click here. 

USDA Opens Conservation Stewardship Program: USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is opening the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) for new enrollments for federal fiscal year 2014. Through Jan. 17, 2014, producers interested in participating in the program can submit applications to NRCS. In CSP, producers install conservation enhancements to make positive changes in soil quality, soil erosion, water quality, water quantity, air quality, plant resources, animal resources and energy and earn higher payments for higher performance. Learn more about CSP by visiting the NRCS website or a local NRCS field office.
Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for December: The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for December 2013. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for December 2013 is 0.125 percent, unchanged from November 2013. The interest rate for commodity and marketing assistance loans disbursed during December 2013 is 1.125 percent, unchanged from November.  Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for December 2013 are as follows, 2.000 percent with seven-year loan terms, unchanged from November; 2.625 percent with 10-year loan terms, unchanged from November and; 2.875 percent with 12-year loan terms, unchanged from November. The maximum discount rate applicable for December 2013 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from November.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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