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Monty’s Plant Food Company, founded in 1997, manufactures plant and soil enhancement products. By utilizing proprietary technology we harness the power of purified humics and combine them with traditional macro and micro nutrients to develop innovative plant and soil solutions that are productive, economically feasible, and environmentally sound. More than a ‘fertilizer’ company, Monty’s is a technology company using advanced science to promote a more sustainable solution to the production of food and fiber internationally. Monty’s Plant Food company began not as a company but as a passion; a passion to find the best quality plant food. Monty Justice was looking for a balanced pH product that would not add salts to the soil while still maintaining excellent nutrition for his own roses, which he grew for competition. However, no such product existed in the early 1980’s. Instead of giving up, Justice decided he would just invent one. And, he did. Even though we are now delivering our product in larger containers than we once used for mixing a week’s supply, you can count on Monty’s Plant Food to continue to search for products that will benefit plants and the people who raise them.
Washington NEWS

U.S. Rep. Richard Hudson on House Ag Committee: House Agriculture Committee Chairman Frank Lucas announced the new Republican Members who are expected to serve on the Committee in the 113th Congress. The list has been recommended by the Republican Steering Committee and is expected to be officially adopted in January by the Republican Conference and the House.  New Members joining the Committee: Dan Benishek (MI-1), Chris Collins (NY-27), Rodney Davis (IL-13), Jeff Denham (CA-19), Richard Hudson (NC-8), Doug LaMalfa (CA-1), Ted Yoho (FL-3), Vacancy. 

Jones Removed from House Financial Committee: U.S. Rep. Walter Jones (NC-3rd), a Republican, was removed from the House financial services committee on Monday.  An article in Roll Call said that the GOP Steering Committee reviewed how often legislators voted with leadership.   A database held by the Washington Post reports that Jones voted against House Speaker John Boehner 31 percent of the time. Jones will serve a 10th term in January and is considered a champion of small business and is reported as often voting according to his conscience rather than the party line.

Full Time Is 30-Hours:  Employers with 50 or more employees will have to provide health insurance for employees working 30 hours per week according to Obamacare provisions detailed in September by the IRS. Temporary and seasonal workers are exempt.  Employers not providing appropriate coverage will have to pay a fine.
Russia Trade Bill Passes Senate: The Senate passed H.R. 6156, Russia and Moldova Jackson-Vanik Repeal and Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability Act of 2012, by a vote of 92-4. H.R. 6156 is a bill to authorize the extension of nondiscriminatory treatment (normal trade relations treatment) to products of the Russian Federation and Moldova and to require reports on the compliance of the Russian Federation with its obligations as a member of the WTO.
Weather NEWS

Drought, Dry Conditions Blanket Most of N.C.: Lack of adequate rainfall has thrust 65 counties into a moderate drought, compared to 54 counties the previous week, and left another 16 counties abnormally dry for this time of year. The recent drought map, which can be found at www.ncdrought.org, shows the drought spreading over central and western North Carolina. Fall is usually one of the driest seasons.  North Carolina has experienced some form of drought during the fall in seven of the past 10 years. “November was the seventh driest on record in terms of statewide average rainfall since 1895,” said Ryan Boyles state climatologist for the N.C. State Climate Office and a member of the N.C. Drought Management Advisory Council. “If the state does not receive adequate rainfall in the winter, it could create bigger problems next year if spring and summer months are also dry.” However, Boyles notes that winter is historically the time of year when North Carolina’s water supplies are recharged because water usage decreases. 
N.C. Legislative NEWS

Democrats Pick N.C. House Minority Leader: The House Democratic Caucus elected Rep. Larry Hall as the minority leader for the state House.  Hall was first elected to the house in 2006 and has served as the caucus whip since 2009. No one else vied for the post.
Immigration NEWS

Immigration Panel Calls for More Federal Action: The N.C. House Select Committee on the State's Role in Immigration Policy approved its findings, which will be submitted to the General Assembly in January.  The panel met several times over the past year and did not enact sweeping changes, which many feared would happen with Republicans in charge. The summary of that report is as follows:  The Committee recommends that the 2013 General Assembly continue to review and revise previously introduced, but not enacted, immigration legislation and solicit input from a wide array of interested stakeholders.  The Committee further recommends that the 2013 General Assembly pass resolutions immediately upon convening that provide for the following: (i) encouraging the North Carolina congressional delegation to take leadership roles in introducing legislation to revise federal immigration laws; (ii) urging the federal government to enforce security along all of the borders of the United States; (iii) advocating for wider authority to be delegated to the states so that the states may work more closely with the federal government in the enforcement of federal immigration laws; and (iv) advocating for wider authority to be delegated to the states to better serve the employment and labor needs of the individual states. To read the full report, click here.
University NEWS

CEFS Report Describes Conservation Practices for Hog Production: The Center for Environmental Farming Systems (CEFS) has released a new report entitled Conservation Practices in Outdoor Hog Production Systems: Findings and Recommendations from the Center for Environmental Farming Systems. The report explains strategies for reducing the environmental impacts of outdoor hog production systems, which can pose environmental risks if not properly managed.  Based on research and on-farm demonstration trials conducted at the Alternative Swine Production Unit of CEFS’ 2000-acre research farm in Goldsboro, the report identifies recommended practices that conserve natural resources while optimizing animal performance. Among the report’s primary findings are ideal stocking rates (hogs per acre) based on farm circumstances, different management strategies for annual and perennial forages, the use of hay crops to remove excess nutrients, and the benefits of rotational  management. To read the full report, click here.
Business NEWS

Duke Energy Reaches Settlement Agreement With N.C. Attorney General:  Duke Energy announced that it has reached a settlement agreement with the North Carolina Attorney General.   The agreement resolves all issues related to the matters under review by the attorney general regarding Duke Energy’s change in president and chief executive officer following the close of the merger between Duke Energy Corp. and Progress Energy Inc. on July 2, 2012.   "Today’s actions by the North Carolina Utilities Commission (NCUC) and the Attorney General resolve these matters, and enable us to move forward in a constructive manner with officials in North Carolina," said Jim Rogers, chairman, president and CEO.  

N.C. Exports Record $3.75 Billion in Agricultural Products for 2011: The total value of N.C. agricultural exports was more than $3.75 billion in 2011, according to data recently released by the USDA. The record amount is an increase of half a billion dollars from 2010 and was enough to rank North Carolina 11th in the nation for overall agricultural exports. The USDA tracks 20 commodities for the report. Of those, North Carolina saw increases in 17 of the categories, including significant jumps in pork, cotton, chicken meat and wheat. The largest increase was seen in cotton, which increased from $306 million in 2010 to $509 million in 2011. Tobacco exports saw a decrease in 2011 due to significant crop damage in Eastern North Carolina caused by Hurricane Irene. “Overall, we’re very pleased with these numbers,” Ag Commissioner Troxler said. “And they don’t even take into account the additional $1.5 billion in forestry products, such as wood, pulp and paper, the state exports annually.” For more information on agricultural exports, including a breakdown of exports by commodity, click here.

Net Farm Income Forecast to Decline in 2012: The 2012 farm income forecast from USDA's Economic Research Service was recently released. U.S. net farm income is forecast to decline almost $4 billion from its all-time high in 2011. Net cash income is expected to decline almost $2 billion. Value of agricultural sector production is expected to increase with gains anticipated for crops, livestock, and especially revenues from services and forestry sales. Larger gains are predicted for oil crops and other farm income. Median total farm household income increased by 5.3 percent in 2011 to $57,050 and is expected to increase another 1.0 percent in 2012 to $57,645. To read the full report, click here.
Commodity NEWS

NC Pork Council Director Elections: N.C. Pork Council director election ballots were mailed on December 1st.  Be sure to review the bios of each candidate enclosed in the mailing. Vote for the person you feel will best represent your district and the pork industry. Go to www.ncpork.org for more info or if you do not receive a ballot. Envelopes must be postmarked by Dec. 31, 2012. New directors will be announced in January 2013.

NCPC 2013 Award Nominations: The N.C. Pork Council is seeking nominations for outstanding individuals in the pork industry.  They are seeking nominations for the following three awards: Pork All-American, Outstanding Pork Producer, and Hall of Fame.  To find out more info, please click here. Nominations are due January 4, 2013. 

N.C. Red Meat Production Increases: N.C. red meat production- beef, pork, lamb, veal and mutton-increased 121% to 237.5 million pounds over last year’s total for October, according to data released by NASS last month. Hogs slaughtered in N.C. topped 1.13 million, compared to 932,700 for the same time last year. N.C. producers slaughtered 14,000 head of commercial cattle, compared to 18,200 head last October.
USDA NEWS
N.C. Farm Service Agency Conservation Loans Available: USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Manager Mike Huskey, announced that funds are now available for Guaranteed Conservation Loans. Conservation loans allow farmers and ranchers to implement conservation practices on their land that will help protect natural resources. Unlike other FSA guaranteed loan programs, Conservation Loans are not limited to family size farms. Operators who may not normally qualify for an FSA guaranteed farm operating or ownership loan could be eligible for a Guaranteed Conservation Loan.  For questions, please contact your lender or your local FSA Office.

USDA Announces New Poultry Safety Measures: The USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) announced new steps to protect consumers by improving the food safety plans required for companies that produce poultry products.  Companies producing raw ground chicken and turkey and similar products will be required to reassess their Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) plans. The HACCP reassessment, which establishments must conduct in the next 90 days, must account for several Salmonella outbreaks that were associated with those types of products.  FSIS also announced that it will: expand the Salmonella verification sampling program to include other raw comminuted poultry products, in addition to ground product; increase the sample size for laboratory analysis from 25 grams to 325 grams to provide consistency as the Agency moves toward analyzing samples for Salmonella and Campylobacter; and, conduct sampling to determine the prevalence of Salmonella in not-ready-to-eat comminuted poultry products and use the results to develop new performance standards for those products.  The policy notice can be found here. Comments can be submitted at www.regulations.gov shortly after December 5, 2012. All items submitted by mail or electronic mail must include the Agency name and docket number FSIS-2012-0007. 

Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for December: USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for December 2012. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for December is 0.125 percent, unchanged from November. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during December is 1.125 percent, unchanged from November. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for December are as follows, 1.125 percent with seven-year loan terms, unchanged from November; 1.750 percent with 10-year loan terms, unchanged from November and; 1.875 percent with 12-year loan terms, down from 2.000 percent in November. The maximum discount rate applicable for December 2012 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from November.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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