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Since 1948, Franklin Baking Co. in Goldsboro, N. C., has been baking up delicious fresh breads and buns. The bakery’s four production lines turn out 2.5 million pounds of baked foods a week, which the bakery markets to retail and foodservice customers throughout eastern North Carolina and southeast South Carolina. Among Franklin Baking’s top bread brands are Nature’s Own, Cobblestone Mill, Sunbeam, and Bunny. It also markets Blue Bird snack cakes and pastries. Franklin Baking has earned numerous superior scores for food safety from the American Institute of Baking. The company is a subsidiary of Flowers Foods (NYSE: FLO), headquartered in Thomasville, Ga., which is one of the nation’s leading bakery foods companies. For more information, visit www.flowersfoods.com.

Council News

Miss Last Weeks AgNews: If you were on vacation last week – Click here to see last week’s AgNews so you don’t miss any news and information.
Washington NEWS

U.S. DOT Revises Trucking Rule: U.S. Department of Transportation's Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration announced a final rule that revises the hours-of-service (HOS) safety requirements for commercial truck drivers. FMCSA's new HOS final rule reduces by 12 hours the maximum number of hours a truck driver can work within a week. Under the old rule, truck drivers could work on average up to 82 hours within a seven-day period. The new HOS final rule limits a driver's work week to 70 hours. In addition, truck drivers cannot drive after working eight hours without first taking a break of at least 30 minutes. Drivers can take the 30-minute break whenever they need rest during the eight-hour window. The final rule retains the current 11-hour daily driving limit.  The rule requires truck drivers who maximize their weekly work hours to take at least two nights' rest when their 24-hour body clock demands sleep the most - from 1:00 a.m. to 5:00 a.m. This rest requirement is part of the rule's "34-hour restart" provision that allows drivers to restart the clock on their work week by taking at least 34 consecutive hours off-duty. The final rule allows drivers to use the restart provision only once during a seven-day period. Commercial truck drivers and companies must comply with the HOS final rule by July 1, 2013. 
Campaign NEWS
N.C.’s Haire Will Not Run: State Rep. Phil Haire said he will not run for reelection.  The Sylva Democrat has served seven terms in the N.C. House representing District 119, which covers Haywood, Jackson, Macon, and Swain counties.  Haire’s district is considered to be a swing district after lines were redrawn for 2012. Haire’s wife retired this year, and he said that he wants to spend more time traveling and with his family.

Coble Released; Not Sure About 2012: U.S. Rep. Howard Coble was released from Moses Cone Hospital in Greensboro last week where he was receiving physical therapy to recover from a respiratory infection.  Coble held a news conference after his release and said that he still hasn’t decided whether to run again for the U.S. 6th District seat he’s held since 1985. 

N.C.’s Burr and Dole Back Romney:  U.S. Sen. Richard Burr (N.C.) and former U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Dole (N.C.) have endorsed Mitt Romney for the GOP nomination for president.  Burr said that Romney has proven to be a successful leader and will work to reduce government spending and create jobs.

Business NEWS

Farmland Prices on the Rise: Most home prices have taken a big dive in recent years, but this real-estate trend hasn’t affected all land, says N.C. State University economist Mike Walden. “We’ve seen farmland prices go up. In fact, one national index of farmland showed that the average price of an acre of farm land has doubled in the last six years.”  Walden says that one reason for the rise in land prices is high commodity prices for wheat, corn, and soybeans, in particular.  Walden adds that those in farmland real estate need to be cautious because after a boom, prices could potentially crash.
Fuel & Energy NEWS
Ethanol Growth not Leading to Cropland Expansion: An in-depth analysis of U.S. land use patterns released by the USDA shows total cropland decreased by 34 million acres from 2002 to 2007, the lowest level since USDA began collecting this data 1945. The USDA report also shows significant increases in forestland, grassland and rangeland during the five-year period. The Renewable Fuels Association (RFA) said the new report is one more addition to the mounting body of evidence that proves increased ethanol production has not resulted in expansion of total U.S. cropland or a decline in grassland and forest. “The report also shows that forest and grassland increased dramatically during a period when ethanol production more than tripled. This is more proof that the wild predictions of ethanol causing cropland expansion and conversion of forest and grassland are just plain wrong,” said RFA President Bob Dinneen. 
EPA Finalizes 2012 Renewable Fuel Standards: The U.S. EPA finalized the 2012 percentage standards for four fuel categories that are part of the agency’s Renewable Fuel Standard program (RFS2). The Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (EISA) established the RFS2 program and the annual renewable fuel volume targets, which steadily increase to an overall level of 36 billion gallons in 2022. To achieve these volumes, EPA calculates a percentage-based standard for the following year. The final 2012 overall volumes and standards are: biomass-based diesel (1.0 billion gallons; 0.91 percent); advanced biofuels (2.0 billion gallons; 1.21 percent); cellulosic biofuels (8.65 million gallons; 0.006 percent); total renewable fuels (15.2 billion gallons; 9.23 percent).
Weather NEWS
La Niña Pattern Back:  The Southeastern U.S. is likely to experience a dry, warm upcoming winter and spring, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  The NOAA predicts that during December 2011 - February 2012, there is an increased chance of above-average temperatures across the south-central and southeastern U.S. A majority of the models predict a weak or moderate strength La Niña to continue through the Northern Hemisphere winter and then gradually weaken after peaking during the December – January period.  The models are roughly split between those that predict La Niña to remain weak and those that predict a stronger episode.
Animal Activism NEWS
Butterball Working With Officials on Abuse Allegations at N.C. Facility: Butterball, headquartered in Garner, N.C., is working with Hoke County government officials regarding allegations of animal cruelty at a Butterball semen collection facility in Shannon, N.C. Mercy for Animals filed a complaint with the Hoke County District Attorney after videotaping workers at the facility over a three-week period. Butterball released the following statement on its website: “Animal welfare is central to Butterball, and we are committed to the highest standards to ensure that all turkeys processed for consumption are treated in a humane manner. Butterball takes these allegations very seriously and fully supports the efforts being made on the part of officials. Butterball has a zero tolerance policy for any mistreatment of our birds or the failure to immediately report mistreatment of our birds by any associates. We are performing extensive internal and third-party audits as part of our own investigation. Employees found in violation of Butterball’s animal welfare policies will be subject to immediate termination.”
Commodity NEWS
Corn Earworms a Problem for N.C. Soybeans: Corn earworms on soybeans in N.C. typically run their course by late July to mid-August but have been more of a problem the past couple of years.   The fourth generation usually can’t survive the heat and rarely require treating.  However, extension agents have seen large, surviving numbers that are a real threat to soybeans.  2010 was the worst year since 1977 and agents were on the lookout in 2011. In 2011, fields had to be sprayed twice because earworm larvae were surviving.  North Carolina crop consultant Danny Pierce hopes this is just a two-year trend and not the result of the insect’s adaptation to N.C.’s cropping system.  Pierce does encourage diligent scouting late in the season.
Japan Accepts N.C. Poultry: Poultry from N.C. is now eligible for export to Japan.  Japan banned N.C. poultry due to concerns over low-pathogenic avian influenza.  Early in 2011, a single flock of turkeys tested positive for the virus.  Poultry slaughtered in N.C. before Feb. 9, 2011 and on or after Dec. 21, 2011 are eligible for export.
Eggs Set Continue Decline: Commercial hatcheries set 194 million eggs in incubators for the week ending Dec. 24, a 5 percent drop from a year ago, according to USDA. Average hatchability was 85 percent.  Broilers placed 163 million chicks, a 3 percent decrease.  Cumulative placements dropped 3 percent to 8.42 billion from Jan. 2 through Dec. 24.
U.S. Hog Inventory Up: U.S. inventory of all hogs and pigs on December 1, 2011 was 65.9 million head. This was up 2 percent from December 1, 2010, but down 1 percent from September 1, 2011. Breeding inventory, at 5.80 million head, was up slightly from last year, but down slightly from the previous quarter. Market hog inventory, at 60.1 million head, was up 2 percent from last year, but down 1 percent from last quarter. The September-November 2011 pig crop, at 29.0 million head, was up 2 percent from 2010. Sows farrowing during this period totaled 2.89 million head, up slightly from 2010. The sows farrowed during this quarter represented 50 percent of the breeding herd. The average pigs saved per litter was a record high 10.02 for the September-November period, compared to 9.89 last year.

States Support Graphic Cigarette Labels:  22 states have filed a friend-of-the-court brief in the U.S. Court of Appeals stating their support for graphic cigarette labels. Attorneys general from Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Maryland, Mississippi, Montana, New Hampshire, New Mexico, Ohio, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Utah, Vermont, the Virgin Islands, Washington, and West Virginia filed the brief. R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. and Lorillard Inc. are two of five tobacco manufacturers who have challenged FDA’s new label requirement.  In November, a U.S. District Judge granted the tobacco companies’ request for a preliminary injunction. The judge wrote that the labels would essentially serve as a billboard for the FDA’s anti-smoking agenda.
People NEWS

Owings Named Henderson Extension Director: Marvin Owings, long-time cooperative extension agent in Henderson County, has been named to direct extension programs in the county. Owings has served as interim Henderson County director since late 2010, when Denise Baker, then Henderson director, became director of the extension program in Yancey County. He is well-known in Henderson County for his innovative work with apple growers and beekeepers.

N.C. Producers/Importers Named to Cotton Board: U.S. Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced the appointment of 19 members and 19 alternates and one consumer advisor to the Cotton Board. All appointees will serve 3-year terms beginning Jan 1, 2012, and ending Dec. 31, 2014.  In addition, Vilsack appointed one alternate to fill a vacant importer position with a term ending on Dec. 31, 2012 As a result of the Secretarial appointments, the following leadership positions of the Cotton Board are vacant and will have to be filled at the Cotton Board's March 2012 meeting:  Secretary of the Cotton Board (slated to be Cotton Board Chairman in 2013); Chairman of the Cotton Board Operations Committee; Chairman of the Cotton Board Agricultural Research Committee. The following N.C. producers/importers were appointed: David M. Grant, Garysburg, N.C. (re-appointed producer member); Jerry L. Hamill, Enfield, N.C. (re-appointed producer alternate member); George R. Perkins III, Sanford, N.C. (newly appointed importer alternate member).
NCDA NEWS

NCDA&CS Offers Risk Management Workshops: The NCDA&CS’ Marketing Division will host a series of risk management workshops for farmers on Managing Price Volatility and Identifying Macro Indicators. Workshops are free, and the following topics will be covered: Introduction to Grain Hedging, Basis Trading, Cost of Carry, Cotton Futures, Option Trading on Futures and Equities, and Macro Forces Impacting the Hedger. Workshops will be held throughout the state Jan. 18 through March 8.  Click here for more info.
USDA NEWS
N.C. Ag Statistics Office to Close: The N.C. Division of National Ag Statistics office is set to close as USDA works to reduce its budget.    USDA’s plan would consolidate most state offices into nine regional offices.  N.C. would then be serviced by an office in Lexington, Kentucky.  N.C. Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler says the move would harm N.C. and encourages farmers to contact members of N.C.’s congressional delegation. 
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar

HYPERLINK "http://www.ciclt.net/sn/cal/c_monthly.aspx?ClientCode=ncagbc&Month=&Year=" \t "_blank".
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