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Carolina Farm Credit has more than $1.2 billion in loans outstanding to more than 8700 members and is controlled by a group of local directors who are also farmers. Carolina Farm Credit had 37 service centers serving 54 counties in Central and Western North Carolina. Carolina Farm Credit is part of the nationwide financial cooperative system created by Congress in 1916 to provide American Agriculture with a dependable source of credit. Carolina Farm Credit makes short, intermediate and long term loans to full and part time farmers for almost any farm or family need. Loans for homes, lots and home construction are also available. Like other financial institutions, Carolina Farm Credit charges a competitive interest rate; however, unlike other financial institutions, a majority of the profits are returned to the members in the form of a patronage refund, which reduces their effective rate. For more information or to apply for a loan online, visit our website at www.carolinafarmcredit.com. Or to learn more about Carolina Farm Credit, find us on Facebook.
Washington NEWS

Jones Opposes India’s Ban on U.S. poultry: Congressman Walter B. Jones (NC-3) expressed opposition to India’s denial of access to U.S. poultry into the Indian market.  Jones and over 30 of his colleagues sent a bipartisan letter to United States Trade Representative Ron Kirk stating that the Indian government is making non-scientifically based claims about the safety of U.S. poultry and is using illegal non-tariff barriers to prohibit the importation of U.S. poultry.  Industry analysts estimate that if India dropped its ban on U.S. poultry, U.S. exports to India could exceed $300 million annually.  

Egg Bill Introduced: Congressman Kurt Schrader, along with Reps Elton Gallegly (R-Calif.), Sam Farr (D-Calif.) and Jeff Denham (R-Calif.), introduced H.R. 3798, the Egg Products Inspection Act Amendments of 2012.  The legislation would codify the agreement reached between the United Egg Producers (UEP) and the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) last summer to establish a national standard on cage sizes and enriched housing for egg laying hens. While several poultry commodity groups have endorsed the bill, the National Pork Producers Council and the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association are concerned that it could set a dangerous precedent.
Immigration NEWS

N.C. House Immigration Committee Meets: The House Select Committee on the State's Role in Immigration held its second meeting last week.  The committee heard from state agencies about existing immigration laws and whether those laws are effective in preventing illegal immigrants from obtaining services. Representatives from the DMV and several agencies within the Dept. of Health and Human Services made presentations to the group. The meeting was filled with activists from both sides of the issue and many groups rallied outside the Legislative Building.  The panel plans to make its recommendations to the full House in May.
Campaign NEWS
Perdue Will Not Run for Re-Election: Gov. Beverly Perdue announced late last week that she will not seek a second term. In a statement, Perdue cites the challenges of the state’s struggling economy and partisan politics but says, "The thing I care about most right now is making sure that our schools and schoolchildren do not continue to be the victims of shortsighted legislative actions and severe budget cuts inflicted by a legislative majority with the wrong priorities. Therefore, I am announcing today that I have decided not to seek re-election. I hope this decision will open the door to an honest and bipartisan effort to help our schools.”  Lt. Gov. Walter Dalton, a Democrat, announced his intent to run for governor along with Orange County Democrat Rep. Bill Faison.  Several others issued statements indicating they might consider a run for the governor’s office including 7th District U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre, Winston-Salem Mayor Allen Joines, and Charlotte Mayor Anthoy Foxx.  Former Charlotte Mayor Pat McCrory plans to announce his intention to run for the Republican nomination next week. How Perdue’s action will affect the presidential election is unclear, but Perdue is a big supporter of President Obama. N.C. is considered a battleground state, and the Democratic National Convention will be held in Charlotte. 

Miller Won’t Run Against Price: U.S. Rep. Brad Miller announced he won’t run for another term in Congress.  Miller has represented the 13th District since 2002, and the recently redrawn congressional districts would force a runoff between Miller and fellow Democrat David Price.  Miller released a statement saying, “Because David has represented Wake County and I have represented none of Orange or Durham, I would be the underdog in a primary with David. I have begun campaigns in the past as the underdog, and campaigned with great energy, enthusiasm and joy. There would be no joy in this campaign. I have spoken to many friends who have supported both David and me in the past. Some would support me and some would support David. But none wanted to see a primary between us.”

Coble to Run Again: U.S. Rep. Howard Coble recently announced he will run for re-election.  Coble represents the 6th Congressional District, which is strongly Republican, and has served 14 terms.  The 6th District, consisting of six counties, was recently redrawn and now includes only two counties.  

Keever to Run for McHenry’s 10th District: Patsy Keever, who currently represents Buncombe County in the N.C. House, announced her plans to run for the U.S. House 10th District seat.  Keever, a Democrat, will have to win a Democratic primary before challenging Patrick McHenry, the Republican who currently represents the recently redrawn district, in the general election.
Weather & Drought NEWS
Drought Worsens in Brunswick County: The recent report from the North Carolina Drought Management Advisory Council shows that Brunswick County is now in “extreme drought” a step up from “moderate drought”.  Most of the N.C. coast is in “moderate drought”. Conditions have been drier than average for several months but have worsened over the past month.
People NEWS

Murphy –Brown’s New Hire to Focus on Grain Sorghum: Murphy-Brown has hired David Hull as a grain buyer for the company’s feed mill locations in Bladenboro, Laurinburg, and Nichols, S.C. Hull will be working on expanding Murphy Brown’s grain sorghum program in southeastern N.C.  Hull comes to Murphy Brown with extensive experience in grain purchasing, commodities trading, logistics, and agricultural lending.  Interested growers should contact Hull at 910-610-5119 or davidhull@murphybrownllc.com.

New NCPC Directors Announced: The N.C. Pork Council has announced the election of eight directors for three year terms starting in February 2012 to the NCPC board.  District 1:  Eddie Johnson is the owner and operator of Double E Farms. District 2:  Jay Foushee will serve a second term and farms in Roxboro. District 6 (2 Seats):  Jim Lynch is new to the board and has been with Maxwell Foods since 2002 serving as an environmental specialist.  Dennis Waller is new to the board, a graduate of NCSU, and is a fourth generation farmer in Wayne County. District 7 (3 Seats):  Channing Gooden and James Lamb have been elected to serve another term for district 7. Stephen M. Williamson, Jr. will be serving his first term on the board. He currently co-owns Earth Right Farms, Inc. with his wife and parents. Associate Member:  Garland Parker will also be returning to the board for another term. Garland is employed by Chr Hansen.
Commodity NEWS

Another Record Monthly High for Pork Production:  According to USDA’s monthly Livestock Slaughter report pork production totaled 2.07 billion pounds, up 1 percent from the previous year. Hog slaughter totaled 9.94 million head, up slightly from December 2010. The average live weight was up 1 pound from the previous year, at 278 pounds.  Commercial red meat production for the United States totaled 4.22 billion pounds in December, down 3 percent from the 4.35 billion pounds produced in December 2010.  Beef production, at 2.13 billion pounds, was 6 percent below the previous year. Cattle slaughter totaled 2.75 million head, down 6 percent from December 2010. The average live weight was down 8 pounds from the previous year, at 1,297 pounds.  January to December 2011 commercial red meat production was 49.2 billion pounds, up slightly from 2010. Accumulated beef production was down slightly from last year and pork was up 1 percent from last year.
Business NEWS

Sierra Nevada Taps N.C.: Sierra Nevada Brewing Co., an independent, family-owned pioneer in craft brewing, will locate a brewing facility for the East Coast in Mills River as well as an onsite restaurant. The project was made possible in part by a $1.025 million grant from the One North Carolina Fund.  The company plans to create 95 full-time jobs as part of the grant and invest $107.5 million during the next five years in Henderson County.  In addition the company expects to hire another 80 part-time employees and expects to create about 60 construction and mechanical jobs during its 24-month building phase.  N.C. is home to more craft breweries than any Southern state – 21 brewpubs and 28 production breweries – with western North Carolina being particularly strong.  

Food Processor Expands in Iredell County: Origin Food Group, headquartered in Statesville, N.C., held a ribbon cutting ceremony for a new processing plant in Statesville. The company is investing more than $7 million at its state-of-the-art plant and plans to hire 40-50 people by 2014. The new facility will produce the company’s früsh line of drinkable yogurt and fruit shakes. 

Social Media Workshop for Farmers: Carolina Farm Stewardship Association (CFSA) is offering Social Media for Farmers workshops designed especially to help farmers reach new customers and expand their farm businesses. All workshops, which run Jan. 31 through August, are limited to 25 participants to allow for hands-on, one-on-one training.  Cost is $10 and includes lunch. Click here for more information and to register.
NCDA NEWS

“GOT TO BE NC” Dining Competition to Showcase N.C. Products: The first “Got To Be NC” Competition Dining Series will begin this year with the seventh annual “Fire On The Rock” Chef’s Challenge. Companies can showcase their products and ingredients to some of the best chefs in N.C. in a competition dining setting in four statewide regional competitions set to run Jan. 31 through early October. The goal is for these competitions to showcase N.C. products.  Benefits to supplying companies include the product being used by chefs in menu items, exposure to the broad-line distributor that sponsor the regional competitions, and exposure to the diners actually tasting the product. The product will be recognized throughout the evening, and companies could also provide on-site short video/ audio clips and printed materials to promote the product.  Pate-Dawson and Southern Foods Meat and Seafood Solutions are key sponsors and will be coordinating the procurement of these primarily local ingredients. Contact Laurence Willard at Southern Foods (336-451-7475 or lwillard@southernfoods.com) if you are interested in submitting a product for use in the competition.
USDA NEWS  
USDA Announces Additional Tools for Beginning Farmers and Ranchers: USDA’S Farm Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Bruce Nelson announced a new rule that expands loan opportunities for beginning and socially-disadvantaged farmers and ranchers, while also establishing a new Land Contract Guarantee Program. The rule provides additional flexibility allowing FSA loan officers to consider all prior farming experience, including on-the-job training and formal education, when determining eligibility for FSA for farm operating and ownership loans. It also expands a previous pilot program, the Land Contract Guarantee Program, from six states to all 50 states. This program is designed to encourage farmers and ranchers to sell their property to beginning and socially-disadvantaged (SDA) farmers and ranchers through the use of seller financing.

USDA Proposes Poultry Inspection Changes: USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) is proposing changes to young chicken and turkey slaughter inspection in the United States by focusing FSIS inspection resources on the areas of the poultry production system that pose the greatest risk to food safety. Currently, some FSIS employees in poultry establishments perform several activities that are unrelated to food safety, such as identifying visual defects like bruising, while others conduct the critical inspection activities. Under the proposed plan, all FSIS inspection activities will focus on critical food safety tasks to ensure that agency resources are tied directly to protecting public health and reducing foodborne illnesses. Additionally, some outdated regulatory requirements are being removed and replaced with more flexible and effective testing and process control requirements. Finally, all poultry establishments will now have to ensure that their procedures prevent contamination in the production process and provide supporting data to FSIS personnel. Click here to read the proposal. Comments will end 90 days after the proposal publishes in the Federal Register.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar

HYPERLINK "http://www.ciclt.net/sn/cal/c_monthly.aspx?ClientCode=ncagbc&Month=&Year=" \t "_blank".
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