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MAKING THE BEST OF A BROKEN SYSTEM * THE NORTH CAROLINA GROWERS ASSOCIATION

America’s broken immigration system provides virtually no workable avenues for unskilled foreign workers to enter the country legally. The two small programs that exist are for temporary or seasonal workers only, and they are so bureaucratic and burdensome that most employers choose not to use them. The North Carolina Growers Association was founded over 20 years ago to bridge this gap, helping employers and employees navigate the visa process and making the federal H-2A agricultural temporary program usable for North Carolina farmers. Structured as a cooperative, the association delivers 7000 workers a year to 700 growers, handling every aspect of the process from worker recruitment to paperwork to bilingual troubleshooting during the growing season. It isn’t a perfect answer. The H-2A program remains deeply flawed – and immigration reform remains imperative for America. But the NCGA experience offers valuable lessons for anyone considering how willing U.S. employers can connect legally with willing foreign workers. Come spend a day in North Carolina and learn about NCGA, the largest H-2A user in the country. RSPV: If you are interested in attending, please RSVP to Valerie Woodall at vwoodall@immigrationworksusa.org or 202 506-4541.

Washington NEWS

DOL to Re-Propose Child Labor Rule: The U.S. Department of Labor's Wage and Hour Division will re-propose the portion of its regulation on child labor in agriculture interpreting the "parental exemption." The parental exemption allows children of any age who are employed by their parent, or a person standing in the place of a parent, to perform any job on a farm owned or operated by their parent or such person standing in the place of a parent. The re-proposal process will seek comments and inputs as to how the department can comply with statutory requirements to protect children, while respecting rural traditions. The re-proposed portion of the rule is expected to be published for public comment by early summer. The department will continue to review the comments received regarding the remaining portions of the proposed rule for inclusion in a final rule. The decision to re-propose is in response to requests from the public and members of Congress that the agency allow an opportunity for more input on this aspect of the rule. 
Rep. Kissell Introduces Legislation to Approve Keystone XL Pipeline:  Representative Larry Kissell (NC-08) joined a bipartisan group of members of Congress for a press conference continuing his fight for immediate passage of the Energizing America through Employment Act.  Kissell and a bipartisan group of House members introduced the bipartisan legislation last week to approve and expedite the Keystone XL pipeline project. The legislation mirrors the language of a bipartisan effort in the Senate to clarify language and close loopholes that have lead to delays in the project. Earlier in the week,[image: image2.wmf]
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 the House Energy and Commerce Committee voted 33 to 20 in favor the North American Energy Access Act (H.R. 3548), which removes the president's authority over the Keystone XL Pipeline's permit and gives it to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). It instructs FERC to approve the pipeline within 30 days of receiving the permit application – if it complies with the State Department's Final Environmental Impact Statement. 
Jones Delivers on Oregon Inlet: Congressman Walter B. Jones (NC-3) announced that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has followed his request and will allocate $4.5 million in disaster dollars recently appropriated by Congress to Oregon Inlet.  Jones has been actively working with the Corps of Engineers on the need to direct disaster funding to Oregon Inlet. Jones has emphasized to the Corps that many Corps-maintained channels in Eastern North Carolina sustained significant damage in late August of 2011 as a result of Hurricane Irene.   Oregon Inlet is “critical to North Carolina’s coastal economy”, said Congressman Jones.  “Fishermen and boaters depend on safe navigation through this channel.”
Environmental NEWS

Judge Dismisses Lawsuit Against House of Raeford: James A. Beaty, chief judge for the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of North Carolina, dismissed the lawsuit against House of Raeford.  The Department of Justice’s lawsuit alleges that the Raeford, N.C. plant sent untreated waste to the city’s water treatment facility. The judge ruled that the prosecution did not bring the case to a speedy trial.
Campaign NEWS

Former Shuler Chief of Staff to Seek 11th District Seat: Hayden Rogers, a Robbinsville native and longtime chief of staff to Congressman Heath Shuler, announced his candidacy for N.C.’s 11th Congressional District.  Shuler currently holds the seat but recently announced he would not seek re-election. Prior to entering public service Rogers was a small business owner.  Rogers also serves on the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission.

N.C. Legislature: Who’s In, Who’s Out: Jim Messina, a Cary Democrat, will run for the state House District 41 seat.  Rep. Jennifer Weiss, a Democrat, currently holds the seat but announced she wouldn’t seek another term. Rep. Edith Warren, a Democrat, of District 8 announced she would not run again. Warren represented Pitt and Martin counties for seven terms. John Bell announced he would run for the state District 10 seat currently held by Rep. Stephen LaRoque, R-Lenoir.  Bell is the first vice chairman of the Wayne County GOP. Glenn Cobb, a Republican, announced his candidacy for the state House District 74 seat being vacated by Rep. Dale Folwell, who announced his run for lieutenant governor.  Republican state Rep. Larry Brown will also run for Folwell’s seat since his District 73 seat was eliminated due to redistricting.  Republican Debra Conrad, Forsyth County Commissioner, also announced her intent to run for the District 74 seat. Elizabethtown attorney Matt Dixon announced his intent to run in the Democratic primary against State Rep. William Brisson for the state House District 22 seat. Brisson is a conservative Democrat and voted with Republicans on the recent budget. Democrat James Taylor said he would run for the state Senate District 32 seat being vacated by Sen. Linda Garrou, a Democrat, who recently announced that she would not seek re-election. Garrou’s home was removed from her current district because of the newly redrawn districts. She would have to campaign in Senate District 31, which is predominantly Republican, against state Sen. Pete Brunstetter.

Myrick Won’t Run: U.S. Rep. Sue Myrick, a Republican, announced she would not seek re-election.  Myrick represented N.C.’s 9th Congressional District for nine terms.  Republican Jim Pendergraph, a Mecklenburg County commissioner and the county's former sheriff, announced his candidacy for Myrick’s seat.
People NEWS

New President for Corn Growers: Jay Sullivan was recently elected president of the Corn Growers Association of North Carolina.  For the past two years, Sullivan has served as vice president.  Sullivan grows corn, soybeans, wheat, and flue-cured tobacco, along with managing a large swine operation, in Sampson County.
University NEWS

Deadline for CEFS Internships Extended to Feb. 15: The application deadline for the Center for Environmental Farming Systems’ (CEFS) summer internship program for undergraduate students is Wednesday, Feb. 15. Facilities at the CEFS’s Cherry Research Farm near Goldsboro will be used for the eight-week, six credit-hour internship program, which will run from June 4 to July 27. The program will include work with community food systems and research into agricultural sustainability in addition to an overview of field production concepts. Contact Lisa Forehand, NCSU Extension and Outreach Coordinator, at 919-513-0954 or lisa_forehand@ncsu.edu.
Weather NEWS

USDA Designates 37 N.C. Counties as Primary Natural Disaster Areas: USDA has designated 37 counties in N.C. as primary natural disaster areas due to losses caused by drought and excessive heat that occurred from Jan. 1, 2011, through Dec. 31, 2011. Those counties are: Alamance, Beaufort, Brunswick, Carteret, Caswell, Chatham, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Duplin, Durham, Franklin, Gates, Granville, Greene, Guilford, Harnett, Herford, Hoke, Hyde, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Moore, New Hanover, Onslow, Orange, Pamlico, Pender, Rockingham, Sampson, Tyrrell, Vance, Wake, Warren, Wayne.  Farmers and ranchers in the following N.C. also qualify for natural disaster assistance because their counties are contiguous: Berrtie, Bladen, Camden, Chowan, Dare, Davidson, Forsyth, Halifax, Martin, Montgomery, Nash, Northhampton, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Person, Pitt, Randolph, Richmond, Robeson, Scotland, Stokes, Washington, Wilson.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of the declaration (Feb. 6, 2012) to apply for loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  
Commodity NEWS

Kudzu Bug Spreading Across Southeast: For 2012, regional university entomologists expect to see more problems for southeast soybean growers from the kudzu bug.  The bug was first discovered in 2009 in several Georgia counties.  Today, the kudzu bug is found in 120 Georgia counties, all of South Carolina, 50 North Carolina counties, one Virginia county, and five Alabama counties. Growers are advised to scout and treat if there are three to five bugs per plant. Insecticides are effective but the bug isn’t on the label. While it is legal to use insecticides already labeled for use on soybeans, more work needs to be done with chemical companies to have the bug added to labels along with appropriate recommendations.
USDA  Beef, Pork, Turkey Production Forecast; Feed Prices Drop: USDA’S latest World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates report lowered the red meat and poultry production forecast for 2012 from last month as reduced broiler meat production is expected to more than offset higher forecast beef, pork, and turkey production.  Lower expected broiler weights are underpinning the reduced forecast, with hatchery data continuing to point toward fewer birds for slaughter during most of 2012. Beef production is raised from last month. Despite expected tight fed cattle supplies, cow slaughter is expected to remain relatively strong during the first quarter and carcass weights are forecast higher. Pork production is raised as first quarter slaughter and first-half carcass weights are expected to be higher than forecast last month. Egg production is lowered slightly for 2012. The beef export forecast for 2012 is reduced slightly but poultry exports are raised. The pork export forecast is unchanged from last month. Cattle prices for 2012 are raised from last month, reflecting tight supplies of fed cattle. The hog price forecast is unchanged from last month. Broiler prices are raised, reflecting lower production, and turkey prices are raised on current price strength. The egg price range is narrowed. U.S. feed grain ending stocks for 2011/12 are projected lower this month as increases in corn and oats imports are more than offset by higher expected corn exports.  Corn ending stocks are projected 45 million bushels lower at 801 million. The projected range for the season average farm corn price is narrowed 10 cents on both ends of the range to $5.80 to $6.60 per bushel.
NCDA NEWS
Workshops Focused on Growing Local Farmers: NCDA&CS will again be holding Farmers Market Manager workshops. The workshops, geared toward market managers, their board members and market vendors, will cover such topics as customer service, farmers market food safety, and grant opportunities. All workshops will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. at the following locations: Feb. 24 at the Gov. James G. Martin Building, State Fairgrounds; March 16 at the Onslow County Cooperative Extension Office, Jacksonville; March 30 at the Davidson County Cooperative Extension Office, Lexington. Cost for each workshop is $20, and covers materials and lunch. Pre-registration is required. Deadlines are Feb. 17, March 9, and March 23. For more info, contact Kevin Hardison at 919-707-3123 or at kevin.hardison@ncagr.gov, or Annette Dunlap at 919-707-3117 or annette.dunlap@ncagr.gov.
USDA NEWS  
FSIS Releases Consolidation Map: FSIS released a map that shows the field structure when district offices are reduced from 15 to 10.  The FSIS consolidation follows an announcement last month by Secretary Vilsack that USDA would be closing or consolidating more than 250 offices throughout the country as a cost-saving measure. To review this map, click here.
USDA to Host First U.S.-China Agricultural Symposium: Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that government and industry leaders from the U.S. and China will gather in Des Moines, Iowa, on Thursday, Feb. 16, for the first U.S.-China Agricultural Symposium. Vilsack traveled to China for the second time in November to continue to strengthen bilateral trade relations and support the American brand of agriculture throughout the Asia Pacific region. 
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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